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Paper I. 

Rcfolutions at a Meeting ^ the Committee oj 
Aflbciation of County of York, on the 3iy2 
ff OilobeTf 1782. 


Rev. William Mafon 
Sir James Norcliffe 
The Dean of York 
Mr. Dunconabc 
Mr. P. Milnes 
Mr. James Milnes 
Mr. R. S- Milnes 
Sir Charles Xiirncr 
Mr. Shore 
Mr. Edmunds 
Mr. Tooker 
Mr. Walker 
Rev. John Robinfan 

R*c^ard Sbuttleworth 
Mr. F. Smyth 
Mr. Wolrich 
Mr. Saltmarfhe^ juns 
FUfI>» Hildyard 
Mr. Battle ' 

Mr. Booth 

Mr. WHfonofAyton 
VOL. 11. 


PSESENr, 

Rev. C. WYVILL, Chairman. 


Mr. Jacklbn of Normanby 
^Mr. Stovin 
Mr. Stans Held 
Mr. R. Wilfon 
General Hale 
Rev. John Dixon 
Mr. Rawibn 

Mr. Strickland of Boynton 


Mr.- Sykes 
^r. S. ‘ 


. Cradock 

Mr. Randolph Marriott 
Mr. Yorkc 
Mr. Legard 
. Rev. William Cki^cy 
Mr. Chaloner 
Mr. Morritt 
Mr. Elflcy 
Mr. Croft, jun. 

Mr. Dring 
Mr. Danbp 
Mr. Athorpe 


A«r. 



Mr* MdtBews 
Mir.“ Janies Milnes, jtin. 
Mr. Childers 
Mr, Croft 
Mr. Withers 
Kev* Robert Croft 
Mr. Fojfjambe 
Mr> Mickiethwalte 
Coloirei Thornton 
Mr. Lafcetles 
Mr. Place 
Mr. Dalton 
Mr# St. Qjjintin 
Rev. William Comber 
Mr. Anderfon 
Mt;* H. Duncombe 


Mr. Yarker 
Rev. Luke Yarker 
Mr. H. Thompfon 
Mr. Hayes 

Sir George Strickland 

Rev. John Bourne 

Mr. Grimfton 

Dr. Spencer 

Rev. James Wilkinfon 

Sir William Milner 

Mr. Hill 

Mr. Ailhington 

Mr. Maude 

Rev. William Dealtry 

Dr. Swainlton 


.^.Rcfolved, That Jofliua Walker, Efq; Jofeph 
Walker, Efqj and Thomas Walker, Efq; all of 
Mafbrough, Mr. Benj. Sayle of Went-Bridge, 
and the Rev. William Harrifon of Orgrave, be 
added to this Committee. 

Read the Draught of a Report,* to be made by 
this Committee of its paft proceedings, to the 
next General Meeting ^of the county of York. 

A motion being made and feconded, and the 
queftion put, that the following words — “ by 
men alike hoftile to the liberties\6f Britain and 
unfcrupulous in their mode of attacking them/’ 
be ftruck out of the Draught qf the Report now 
read, — ^it paffed in the negative. 

Refolved, That the Draught of the Report 
now read be agreed to,- by this Committee, and 
adopted as their Report ; and that fuch Report 
be ptefented by the Chairman to the next Ge- 
neral Meeting of the Coupy of Yolk. ^ 

* ' Refolved, 


I‘or>ni Report, lec page 5* 
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Rcfolved, That the faid Report be printed* 
and ready to be delivered to this Committee at 
its next Meeting. , 

Refolved, That the Sub-Committee be. re* 
qucftcd to take into their confideration the ac- 
counts delivered to this Committee of the ftate 
of the Reprefentation of the City of York, and 
the feveral boroughs in this county, and to pub- 
lifli fuch extracts thereof as to them may appear 
well authenticated and expedient to be laid be- 
fore the public, and that the Sub-Committee be 
in(lrud:cd cautioully to avoid the communica- 
tion of names, or any other circumftances which 
may lead to difcovery, whence the faid informa- 
tion was obtained. . 

Refolved, That the thanks of this Committee 
be given to thofe gentlemen, by whofe zeal and 
afliduity the foregoing information was pro- 
cured, and that the Chairman be diredled to 
communicate to them tliis and the preceding 
Refolution. , r a 

Refolved, That the Chairman be requefted 
to communicate the thanks of this Committee 
to Mr. D. Hartley^ for his Plan for preventing 
bribery at elections, fubmitted this day to their 
confideration; and to inform him that they de- 
cline, for the prefent, adopting the meafures he 
has therein fuggefted, as it is underftood that a ^ 
bill will be brought in the next Seffion of Parlia- 
ment for f draining ^e evils of bribery and 
corruption* 

Unanimoufly refo|yed» *^That the foU^Jj^ng 
A a Advertifement ^ 
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Advertifement be printed in the York and Lon- 
don papers, with the names of the Members of 
the Committee now prefent affixed thereto. 


To the Freeholders of the County ^ York. 

WHEREAS at a General Meeting of the 
County of York, held, by adjournment, at York 
on the 2Sth day of March, 1780, for the purpofe 
of adopting a Plan of Affociation, it was refolved 
that the faid Meeting fliould be further adjourned 
ful^eft to a call by the Committee of Affociation. 

They, whofe names are hereunto prefixed, 
hdng Members of the faid Committee afferpbled 
in York this day, do by virtue of the aforefaid 
power vefted in them, moft earneftly requeft the 
Freeholders of the faid county to meet at the 
Affembly-Ropms, in York, on the 19th day of 
December next, at eleven o’clock in the fore- 
noon, in order to receive an abridged Report 
of the whole proceedings of the faid Committee, 
fince their original appointment ; ,and alfo to 
take into their mature confideration the neceffity 
<rf prefenting a Petition to Parliament during the 
courfe of the next Seffions, for a redrefs of that 
fundamental grievance, the unequal Reprefentmion 
of the People, and other important matters re- 
fpeAing the Reformatiojo of Parliament. 

Refolved, That this -Committee ^do adjourn 
^ tj^OTorrow iformng at nine o’clock. 

C. WYVILL, Chairman, 
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Paper IL 

Report of Proceedings of Committee 
of Affociation, appointed at the adjourned Ge- 
neral Meeting of the County of York, held on 
the 2^th day of Mar ch^ 1780, prefented to the 
General Meeting of the County of York, held 
§n the 19/A day of December^ 1782. 


T H E adjourned General Meeting of the 
County of York, held on the 28th day 
of March, 1^80, having entered into an Ailocia- 
lion, in order to promote, by their joint ai&ft- 
ance, in a pacific way, the obtaining of, 

I. One or more bills to correft profufion in 
the expenditure of public money, to regulate 
the manner of making public contracts, and the 
mode of keeping and palHng public accounts; 
to reduce exorbitant emoluments of office, and 
to reform the abufes of finecure places and pen- 
fions, unmerited by public fervice : 

2. A bill to cftablilh greater equality in the 
Reprefentation of the People in Parliament, by 
allowing the feyeral counties of the kingdom of 
Great-Britaiiv to cleft, in due proportion, one 
hundred Kiiights at Icaft, in ^addition to the 
prefent number : 

A3 


A 
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3. A bill to fliorten the duration pf Patlia- 
Ihents to a term not exceeding three years : 

' And having empowered the Committee of 
fexty-one gentlemen, appointed a* a ^^rmer 
Meeting of the County, together with Sir Wil- 
liam St. Quintin, Sir W. Anderfon, Mr. T. Wed- 
dell, iDr.wainfton, or any twenty-^iie of them, 
to aft as a Committee of Aflbeiation, to add to 
their number, and to take fuch legal and con- 
iiJCutiOnal meafures, as to them might appear 
moft expedient, for ‘promoting the* object of 
their Afibciation. 

'The Committee of Aflbeiation, in purfuance 
of that appointment, held their firft Meeting on 
the 29th of March, 1780, added feveral Mem- 
Ifcrs to the Committee, and appointed a ftaifding 
Stib-Cbmmittee for the purpofe of correfpond- 
eiicc, by letter, during the adjournments of the 
Committee. 

Oil the 15th of April, 1780, the Committee 
called together by the Sub-Committee, under 
the authority granted to them by a Refolution 
of the Committee, on the 29th of March, voted 
thanks to John Dunning, Efqj and Thorns Pitt, 
Efq; for their refpeftive morions in the«Houfe 
of Commons on the 6th of April, 1780, affirm- 
ing the aftual exiftence of the grievances com- 
plained of by the Petitions of the People, and 
af^rting the right* and duty of that Houle to 
ptQvidc immediate and effeftual * 
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On thf 3d of May, 17.80, the Committee met 
according to their adjournment on the 39th o£ 
March, and paffed Refoiutipns, thanking thofe 
Meinfoers df bpth Houfes bf‘ Parliament, who 
haduniformly oppofed the coercion of Ameri^ 
to unconditional fubmilGofi ; alfo thole Membeirs 
of the Ho^fcof Commons, who ft^orted the ^ 
bill for preventing certain .officers of the revenue 
from voting at any future election of Memhfers 
of Parliament j * and alfo the forty-one Lords 
who fupported the Cbntraftors’ bill j, at the 
fame time cenfuring his Majefty^s Miniftcr?, 
who, by tb« rejection of that bilPin the Houfe 
of Lords, had manifefted their determination 
to preferve entire that unconftitutional influence 
of €hc Crown, which the Houfe of ComniQns 
had declared ought to be diminiflied j and alfo 
voting that Miniiler to be an enemy to the 
liberties of his countiy, who fhould advife his 
Majefty to prorogue or dlflblve the Parliament, 
until the Houfe of Commons fhould have ful- 
filled their prtmife to the people, to corred the 
abufes complained of in their Petitions. 

On the ad of Auguft, 1780, the Committee 
met by a call of the Sub-Committee, at a period 
when the nation, difmayed by the abominable 
riots of the populace in London, appeared link- 
ing into defpondence, and dilpofed ' tamely to ' 
fubmit to the unprecedented order to the mili- 
tary force^^ interfere, for the fuppreffion of 
tumults, af their difereUon^ without the dire&ion of 
A 4 > the . 
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}he CivU M^i/irate ; and when the en<jinies of 
^be Conftitution had laboured, with too great 
[iiccefi, to obftruft the efforts of the counties, 
fee* for obtaining a redrefs of puUic .^ictances, 
by defaming their pacific Airoci|||^ons, as hfeet- 
ifigs calculated to produce fimilar ads of violence. 
Qn this critihSl and unfortunate emergency, the 
Committee having repulfed thofe defamatory 
attacks, and vindicated the legal views of their 
Affbeiation, proceeded to cenfore the order for 
difarming peaceable Proteftant fubjefts, as con- 
trary to the known law of the land ; and the 
order for the interference of the army through- 
out the kingdom, for fuppreffing illegal Aflem- 
Wies of the people at their foie diferetion, when 
ito preffing danger adually exifted, and wfcen 
no rcluftance appeared in the magiflracy to do 
their duty, as a dangerous precedent, not to be 
juftified on any real ground of neceflity •, and 
the (Committee having exhorted their fellow- 
dtbens to perfevere in an orderly fupport of 
their legal AffociatiOns, recomnfended to all 
fubftantial Houfeholdefs to be ready, on the 
firft appearance of any riotous commotion, to 
idift in maintainingpeace and good order, under, 
tbo ^fedions of the Civil Magiftrate. 

Oh the 3d of Auguft, 1780, the Cbmmittec 
^quefted Mr. Burke to prefent again, in the 
TneaS: Scflion of Parliament, his bifl for the better 
isolation of his Majefty’s civil eftablifliment. 

On 
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Ont^e yth of September, 1780, ’the Com- 
xnittce waa called together by the Sub-Commit-- 
tee, on thc occafion of the prematiire diflblutioii f 
of Padrliaipent ^ and the ShcrifiLof ITorklhirc ' 
having been ^defired by the Subcommittee to 
call- a Meeting Of die Freeholders of this CouM^. 
in order .that proper perfons mij^tt be put in 
nomination to repreSfent them in the enfuing 
Parliament, and he having declared his dtfapr 
probation of, that meafurc, the Committee, in 
purfuance of the authority intrufted to them by 
a Refolutioil of the County Meeting, held on 
the . a 8th of March, 1780, ^d fcfolve to call a 
Meeting of the Freeholders of Yorkfliire on the 
14th of September, 1780, for the purpofe aforc-^ 
faid ; and returned thanks to Sir George Savile^ 
for his manly Addrefs to his ConftituentS on the 
5th of September, and for his faithful fcrvice in 
Parliament#* rv, 

On the laSth of September, 1780, the Com^i 
mittee refolved to .nominate Deputies oti. tihf' 
3d of January, 1-781, to attend the propo£|$;j 
General Meeting Of Deputies in Londons > ' 

On the 3d of January, 1781, the Cornmitiee 1 
appointed the Rev# Chriftopher WyviU, 

Shore, Efq; and Sir JaiUes JJorcliffe, 
putiesi vrit^ power to meet and confer with tbi^J 
Deputies from other counties, &c* and to conci^ 
with them in an application to Parliameht^ 4 ^P^^ 
correcting the grofe abufes in the public cxpentli^^ 
ture, and for reducing the undue influence 
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ibci complained of by the Petition of 

tlm fidunty to the latt Parliament j and alfo to 
the Meeting of Deputies aforefaid, to en- 
to obl^n a more adequate. R^refenta^ 
titm of the People, by the introdinflion of at 
one hundred a4ditiDnal County Members : 
/Siut the Comrihttee left it to the diferetion of 
i|i^r Deputies to determine, as circumftances 
ij^ight arbb in the courfe of their conference, 
a motion for Ciortening the duration 
Parliaments to a term not exceeding three 
}.years, .wpuld then be prudent and advifeable, 
jpr prernature, inconvenient, and fit to be poft- 
ll^iied' to a future Sefiton of Parliament j moft 
confining them to fupport thofe propo- 
^ fitions of the Afl’oeiation by orderly means alone, 
dutiful application to Parliament, or by fuch 
other prudential meafures as might be perfcftJy 
:<|onfiftent with Law and the Confiitution : And 
jltoe Committee, anxious to obviate every artful 
iP^tg^eftion which might be employed to calura- 
t?beir defign in the faid appointment of 
not only fubmitted to general irfpec- 
inftruaions to their Deputies, but 
in, a full and explicit addrefs to the 
of Great-Britain, their views of public 
|te§)rmationj and the reafons of their conduft 
proQioting that neceffary work; and exhort- 
ithc counties, &c. who concurred in thofe 
fentiments, to co-operate with the Com- 
^he propofed General Deputation, they 

exprefied 
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cxpreflfed their confidfence^. that, in the gehemi 
wreck which 4:hreatetied the fortuhei^ of tMi 
public, their -vigorous and timely interpofitiOh 
might yet preferve the Libei^ty ^d Conftitutioj^ 
of Britain. 

On the 4th of January, >17 &i^|he Gomoiiite^ 
thanked the armed AfTociationUBF the City 
York, for their refolute and well-timed 
tions in fupport of the laws of their coiUtit^,^ 
during the unprovoked riots which immediately 
followed the laft eleftion for the county ; 
quefted David IJartley, Efq; to permit the piib^ 
lication of his excellent Addrefs to them, dated 
January the 3d^ 17S1; and rcfolved to tranfiiftit 
it, with their recommendation, to the other 
Comi"?ittees throughout the kingdom. 

On the 9th of May, 1781, the Deputies re- 
ported to the Committee, the refult of th^ir 
conference with the Deputies of other AfToch* 
ated Bodies, viz. That a Petition was prefented 
from the General Deputation to the Houfe mlf 
♦ Commons, "on behalf of themfelves and oth^fr^ 
their fellow-fubjeds, wboj jointly with them m 
the laft SeiHon of the late Parliament, had jpetfe 
tioned that Honourable Houfe, that feme 
dy might be provided a^inft the 
tional infiueiice of the Crown, » and fdme 
might be put to the lavilh expenditure of 
public money s entreating, both for the' reji^ 
of the fulgent and the fefety of the Conftitutltii^ 
that Honourable Houfe would proceed to in^utl^ 

by 
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by^wjba|i»>€ans thcfe alarming grievances might 
be re43P^flfed : "Ihat the concurrence of the Ge- 
nial Meeting, in the propofitions for a reform 
Q^Pn^iament, ^opted by the County of Y ork, 
obtained ; out neither the Nobles nor the 
l^cnife of Reptefentatives, having at that time 
ajl^eared fufficjHitly favourable to thiti Plan of 
nor the people themfclves having fup- 
^l^rled the General Deputation with fullicient 
yigcruf,, it was found neceffary to poftpone that 
^Kiuous talk to a more favourable, but, they 
not a very diftant feafon. — ^The Com- 
mittee having approved the conduft of their 
voted thanks to Sir George bavile, 
Dunning, and Mr. H. Dunconibe, for their 
^^dy attention and fupport to the Petit^pn of 
iSm General Deputation, and exhorted their 
fellow’-fubje^ls to pcrfevcre, without reniiffion, 
in purfuit of the objects of the Affociation. 

loth of May, 1781, the Committee 
Ih^Hked Sir George Savile, in terms of peculiar 
?:^®BF<>hation, for having attended Parliament, • 
jl^atVifitbftanding a very precarious ftate of health, 
the late fcandalouhy extravagant loan. 

17th of Oftober, 1781, certain in- 
.^^maflion having been received by the Com- 
that the Qcrgy of this Aflbeiation had 
fD^j^rcd by High Authority, and their 
fupport of the Conftitution of this 
treated as Jbreign to the fun^ion of a 
not tke road to pr ferment; theiay 
Memberjs 
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Members of the Committee^ after afferting this 
undettiable truth, Thit a Piroteftant, by enterii^ 
into Holy Orders, does hot abandon his Civa 
Rights, voted thanks to thofe ^erendOentlf- 
mert who thus preferred the putfic good to tlttir 
own private emolument.— Aridj^c GommittM- 
confidering, with deep regret, ^at their 
du6l, although ftriAly conformable to law, a®# 
uniformly directed to the fupport of meafhti^ 
which alone can RESTORE THE CONSTH'tf- 
TION, was ftill grofsly mifreprefeoted by fliea 
alike hoftile to the liberties of Britain, and uir* 
Icrupulous in their mode of attacking^ them j 
folved once more to refute thofe malicious 
in a free Addrefs to their countrymen, poiftti*^ 
out the progrefs of Corruption, lamenting the 
decline of the Conftitution, and fully 
ing the pr opofed means for its RESTOR AriUw 
In their apprehenliony^-^to rectify a 
Legiflaturc, muft indeed be a work Of the 
toil and difficulty j but there is yet* in the 
dependent part of the community* a ^ 
vigour adequate to the talk, arid' the 
fpirit of the Conftitution ftill affords unexha^^^- 
refources for a lawful, orderty, and mjt, 

terpofition; far, therefore, frbm wiftirigf 
mote confufibn, or to prompt their 
zens to deeds of violence and de^taron* 
exhorted them, with confeientious 
Confine their efforts within the bounds 
gallty: but witWih thofe bounds rrifolutdi^“w 

oppofc 
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oppofb that fyftem of Parliamentary Corruption, 
wljdidi fe alike the bane o£national mofality, and 
of public liberty. 

#©il the4th jgf April, 1782, the Committee 
the independent majority of the Com- 
Houfe of Parliament, who, on the 27 th 
February lii, reprobated the farther profe- 
l^tion of ofFenfive war on the Continent of 
Iforth America, for the purpofe of reducing the 
revolted Colonies to obedience by force; ex- 
lureiTed the fullcft confidence in thofe avowed 
PH^nents of corruption, with whom, on the 
epn&^uent difmiflion of the late profufe and 
^i^erqus Adminiftration, the powers of Go- 
:^^ntnent had been entrufted ; but conceiving 
the talk of Government, in that moment, to be 
ardtkous beyond the difficulty experienced in 
any former period, they refolved to poftpone to 
the 3,1 ft of Oftober, 1 78 2,^ calling a General Meet- 
l^i^^ the County of Yofk, in order to fubmit to 
Conftituents the ncceffity of prefenting a 
to Parliament in the next Seffion,.for a 
of that fundamental grievance, the' un- 
of the People in Parliament. 
the^siAof 1782, the Committee 

torequeft the Freeholders «f the County 
tQ meet for the confidcration of that 
meafure, on the iqtli of l)keirfter, 

abridged narrative every material ftep 
the Committee of Affociation, in pur- 

fuance 
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fuance of the truft committed to them by»tl|e 
County of York, has been related j and they aci^ 
happy to lay this brief, but full account of th^iS 
tranikftions before the County (^.this ^ 

when, they truft, they flial! noi^e thong;ht|0^ 
have poftponed too long the furr^iider of 
delegated powers, or to, have tiHi diftnclin^ 
to fubmit their conduft to the judgment - ^ 
their Cdnftituents ; faults which would m^i^ 
peculiar Blame in men who fo fevferely 
bate the feptennial duration of Parliament, Ffe 
more than two years they have laboured in 
profecution of that political reform whi^h 
pointed out by the County as the objecJ: of th^a^ 
commiflion. On every proper opportumt|r it^ 
has been their zealous endeavour to promote 
the wiflics of their Conftituents, by expfcfling r 
their gratitude to thofe diftinguifhed Senatcfi^f 
by whom the Public .Caufc was promoted^ by^i 
paffing votes of cenfure on thofe men by 
it was obftrufted j by recommending; fO; thoj 
nation, in repeated addrefles, to fuppp^ 
demand of reformation j ftating^thc:profuii^A 
of the public expenditure, the propriety 
oeconomical retrenchment, and the urgknt^tt^; 
ceffity of an effe<ftuat correction of abuffs in 
frame and duration of Parliament, and alfp 
^PP^?.ihg Deputies, mfl;ru£ted in 
with^the General Deputation, to Petition t|^| 
Hoyfe of Commons for a redrefe of thofe 
national grie vance^v 


Such 
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Sucb %as the purpofe for which this Oounty ’ 
^flembled, and refolved to affociate ; and^ 
ifeb-Mve been the efforts of this' Committee 

t ' attainment of that end. If the fend itfelf 

it^iidable, the means furely muft be deemed 
-S^l^^eptiohabjie. In times -of danger to the 
^-jSia^nmtutidli, "popular combinations are the pro- 
>|>cr and the only effeftual means to defend it : 
Aind sdthough men, who profefs much concern 
'f^T jorder and regularity, while they difcoyec 
Bttle regard for the rights and privileges of 
ifec nation, may diflike all Aflemblies of the 
>Pedj^lc, yet the Committee truft that, in their 
the ftrifteft examination by men pioft 
i^eiie to* popular Meetings, will not be able to 
pmht* but the fmalleft breach of any duty pre- 
icllbdd by the laws of their country: They 
lhall be little apprchenfivc of cenfure on other 
gropnd, if their conduft fliall merit the appro- 
^batidn'of this Affembly, as having been faith- 
*&!j[|tfedirefted to Public Good, according to the 
‘lnfep|bn of their original appointmen;, 

; Committee cannot clofc this Report, con- 
with their duty to this county and to 
r without declaring their fentiments 

Undtered, that a melioration of Parlia- 
the principles of the AffQciation|:j^pft 
or ;the liberty of Britain 
preferved ; for although fometlin^'Eas 
^tilS.jtaudably done for the purpofes of 

apd ii^ening the eiaceffivft^ 
influence 
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influence of the Crown, yet the beft official re^ 
gulations may foon be fet afide, the wifeft an4 
moft virtuous Minifters may foon be difplaced 
by the prevalence of that corrupt mtereft which 
ftill fubiills in the TToufe of Commons, which 
its defedVive frame naturally generates, s^ncjL 
which has already fo nearly effected the ruin of 
this unhappy country. 


Paper III. 

Refolutions at the adjourned Meeting of the 
Committee of Aflbeiadon of the County of 
York, on the xft of November ^ lySzm 


Hev. C. 

Mr. H. Duncombe 
Rev. William Mafon 
Mr. Croft 
Mr. Danby 
Mr. Shore 
Mr. F. Smyth 
Mr, Yorke 
Mr. Athorpe 
Mr, Sykes 
Mr. Battle 
pr. SpeiHiltr 
Mr. Saltmarihe, Jum 
Mr. R. Wilfon 
Rev. James Wilklnfon 
John Bourne 
Mr. Hill 
General Hale 
Mr. Dring 

VOL. II 


PRJESENr, 

WYVILL, Chairman 
Mr. Marriott 
Mr. Cradock 
Sir R. D. Hildyard 
Mr. Withers 
Mr. Tookcr 

Rev. Richard ShutUevrMh 
Mr. Croft, jun. 

Rev. Robert Croft 
Sir Charles Turner , 

Mr. Morritt < 

Rev. WiUiain Combers?’: 

Sir James Norcliffe 
Rev. John Dixon 
MV. Grimfton 
Mr. Dalton 
Mr, Courtney 
The Dean of York 
Rev. William Cayley 

^ B Refolved, 
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Refolved, That the following letter be fent 
by the Rev. Mr. Wyvill, in the name of this 
Committee, to the Chairmen of the feveral 
Committees throughout the kingdom, and to 
fuch other friends to the Reformation of Par- 
Uament as he may think fit. 


Burton-Hall, near Bcdah, Nov, i, 1781. 

- Sir, 

I AM direfted by the Committee 
of Affociation for the County of York, to tranf- 
xnit to you the inclofed account of their pro- 
ceedings on this day, and the 31ft of October, 
which they requeft you will have the goodnefs 

to lay before the Committee of , at its 

next Meeting. 

I am alfo inftrucled to mention how much 
the Yorkfliirc Committee wifli to obtain a free 
communication of fentiments with the Commit- 
tee of on the fubje<5t of Parliamentary 

abnfes, hoping, by their opinion and advice, to 
be enabled to judge what propofitions, for the 
Reformation of Parliament, it may be expedient 
to recommend to the intended General Meeting 
of the County of York, on the 19th day of De- 
cember next. 

The Yorkfhire Committee have feen, with 
fatisfaclion. Petitions adopted by ^feveral 
Public Meetings of great refpedability, requeft- 
terpiSf a redrefs of Parliamentary 
grievances j they approl^e this relpcd and de- 
ference 



t ^9 3 

fcrence to Parliament, and wifli a fimilar deli^ 
cacy may be obferved in the meafures of the 
county of York : But it feems to be advifablc 
that this General Pciition of the people fhould be 
I'upported by fome particular declaration of their 
wiflies, in a mode as little offenfive as poiliblc to 
tlic dignity of Parliament ; for if it fliall not be 
known on what grounds, and to what extent 
the people defire that the Reformation of Par- 
liament may proceed, it may be forefeen that 
lienee infuperablc objections will be urged againfi: 
every Plan of Reformation which their friends 
in Parliament may propofe. INSTRUCTION^ 
from each Conftituent Body to their refpcclivc 
Reprefentatives feern to be the moft obvious and 
unexceptionable mode, by which Parliament may 
be apprifed what corre^ion of abufes is cxpecled 
by the people, and yet every appearance of dip* 
refpcci to that AlVcmbly may be entirely avoided- 
If this method of conveying the fenfe of the 
nation to Parliament, and afeertaining ^bat Re- 
formation there would give general fatisfaction, 
Ihould be approved, the next important con- 
fideration would be, what particular propofi- 
lions of reform, in the prefent ftate of this 
country, are moft eligible ; and, if propofed in 
tlie INSTRUCTIONS of any Conftituent Body, 
arc moft likely to receive the general cone'ur- 
rence of the public : For if too extenfive a 
;fyftem of Reformation ihould be raftily ob- 
;truded on Parliament, the whole attempt might 
B 2 mifearry. 
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mifi^rry, and the opportunity to fecure the 
Uberties of Britain for generations to come, 
might be irretrievably loft. But on the other 
hand, every friend to the Conftitution would 
lament the lofs of fuperior improvement, if, 
from too rigid a fcruple to extend the terms of 
the Aflbeiation, the additional Reprefentation 
of the Counties and the Metropolis fliould be 
alone procured, when the abolition of the MOST 
OBJECTIONABLE BOROUGHS, in a limited 
degree, might have been obtained. In the opi- 
nion of the Yorkflure Committee, the little de- 
cayed boroughs, dependent on, or unduly in- 
fluenced by, the Boards of Ordnance, Trealury, 
Admiralty, 6cc. may be juftly placed in that dais. 
For what more dangerous perverfion of the Con- 
ftitution can be imagined, than THE NOMI- 
NATION OF MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT 
BY THE CR(iWN ; or what fidelity to the 
^Public Truft can be expected from Senators who 
ai^ thus created by that Government, whofc 
conduft tiiey ought to watch and controul ? 

On this occalion, the Yorkfhire Gentlemen 
arc free to own their inclination, if the propofol 
fhould fortunately meet the approbation of the 
Committee of and other refpedablc 

bo^cs, to recommend to the General Meeting 
of County of y ork, on the 1 9th of December : 

I, To inftrud: their Reprefentatives to intro- 
duce, or to fupport a bill in Parliament, for 
abolUhing at Icaft fifty of the moft MOST OB- 
NOXIOUS 
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NOXIOUS BOROUGHS 5 providing for the 
Ele<:flors in the fcveral boroughs aboliflied a 
proper gratuitous compenfation for their extin- 
guiflied franchifes ; and enabling them to vote, 
together with the Frc'^holders, in ele<n:ions for 
Knights of the refpeefive Shires to which they 
belong ; and alfo adding an adequate numbfer 
of Members, not lefs than an hundred, in a due 
proportion to the feveral counties and the me- 
tropolis : 

e. And farther to inftruA their Reprefenta- 
tives to move, or to fupport a motion for the 
repeal of the Septennial bill ; 

3, Alfo lor admitting proprietors of copyhold 
lands of inheritance, with fine certain, of the 
clear yearly value of forty ftiillings, to vote at 
County Eleclions of Members of Parliament 
throughout the kingdom : 

4. And lafdy, 1 o I'upport the application of 
any county in Scotland, for fetting afide nomi- 
nal and llcbitious votes, and for regulating elec- 
tic ns to Parliament in that part of the kingdom, 
in 1 manner agreeable to the true intent and 
fpirit of the Conftituiion. 

On the fubjeft of the two laft articles of Re- 
form, the Yorkfliire Committee are little appre- 
lieniive that any confiderable variation of feuti- 
incnt will be found among the true friends of 
the ConftiLUtion — ftill lefs can they fuppofethat, 
to the propofition for the repeal of the Septen- 
nial bill, any material objedion will be urged ; 

mt 
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But if the propofol for a limited disfrancliifc- 
ment of the nioft obnoxious boroughs fliould 
not receive the approbation and concurrence of 
aMecided majority of the counties and principal 
towns, which fupport the claim of Parliamentary 
Reformation, tlic Yorkfliirc Committee will not 
hefitatc a moment to focrilicc their \\ iflies to the 
prefervation of that harmony and union among 
the fcvcral Aflbciatcd and Petitioning Bodies, 
without which there cannot be a probability of 
fuccefs* In that cafe they will readily flrike out 
the article for the abolition of certain boroughs, 
and recommend to the (icncral Meeting of the 
County of York to adhere in their inilruclions 
to the fccond propofition in their h\)nn of Afib- 
ciation, for reinforcing the found part of our 
Reprefen tation, by the addition of one hundred 
Members, to be proportionally chofen by the 
counties and the metropolis. 

The Yorkihirc Comniiltec having fo freely 
fiiggeltcd their fentimcnls on thefe important 
matters, do moft carncftly intreat the Committee 

of ^ with equal freedom, to communicate 

their opinion and advice, which will be received 
with the greateft deference and refped. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your moft humble fervant, 

C. WYVII.L. 


Rcfolvcd; 
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Rcfolved, That this Committee do adjourn 
to Tuclday, the 17th day of December next, 
fubjecl to an earlier call by the Sub-Corn mjttee, 
ir by the Chairman, at the requeft of any five 
Members. 

C. WYVILL, Chairman. 


Paper IV. 

[.etter froin Brass Crosby, Ffq; Chairman ^ 
the Committee of Afl'oeiation of the Livery of 
London, to the Rev. C. Wwilb. 


GuilohalL;» LonJant Nov. 17, 17811. 

Sir, 

THE Committee of Aflbeiation of 
he I.ivery of London acceded, with much plea- 
ure,to the fentimeiits and advice of the Chairman 
jf the Committee of Affociation for the County 
Df Y ork, with which they were made acquainted 
It the I'hatched Houfe Tavern, at a General 
Meeting of all the Members of Committees of 
:hc Aflbciating Countlo* and Boroughs then 
prefent in London, previous to the prorogation 
aft fummer. With great fatisfa< 51 :ion they have 
Found, that the County of Middlefcx, the City 
B 4 of. 
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of Weftminfter, and other places, have alfo con- 
formed ftriftly to the refolution then unanimoufly 
taken, viz. “ To avoid any fpecific propofitions 
relative to the Parliamentary reform.” 

The wifdom of fuch general application, as 
well as the great refpect which this Committee 
entertains for the Gentlemen of the Yorklhire 
Committee, and the earned defire of union and 
harmony, forbad them in any manner to men- 
tion or bring forward any particular plan of 
propofition. 

This Committee hope for a mature and well- 
digeded Reform of Parliament, which they trud 
will proceed from the invedigajion of a Commit- 
tee of the Houfe of Commons.-i^And they beg 
leave to propofe to the Committee of Y ork the 
propriety of fufpending, or podponing, indruc- 
tions to their Reprefentatives, until the fate of 
the General Petitions is decided. 

I have the honour to be. 

With great refpeft. 

Sir, 

Your mod obedient and 

Mod humble fervant, 
BRASS CROSBY, Chairman. 

Rev. Mr. Wwill, Chairman of 

the Yorkflwire Committee. 


Paper V. 



C 25*3 


Paper V. 

Anfwer by the Re^. C. Wyvill, to Brass 
Crosby, E/q. 


Burton-IIall, Dec. 7, 1781. 

Sir, 

I AM happy that my political 
conduft at any time has been honoured with the 
approbation of the Committee of the Livery of 
London. But I cannot flatter myfclf that the 
part I took in the tranfaftions at the Thatched 
lloufe in May laft, deferved any peculiar com- 
mendation ; or that opinions delivered there by 
lb humble an individual, poflefled that weight 
and influence which the Committee arc pleafcd 
to aferibe to them. On the other hand, I truft 
I lhall be able to fatisfy the Committee, that 
their difapprobation of my conduct in a recent 
inftance, which T obferve, with much concern, 
conveyed in the fame letter which has bellowed 
upon me fucH unmerited praife, is founded on a 
miftaken view of my fentiments and actions, 

I do admit. Sir, that at the Thatched Houfc I 
did object, with fome relpeftable gentlemen of 
other counties, to a vote of thanks to the Duke 
of Richmond, in all the various fliapes In which 
it was offered to the Meeting. To me, who hold 
his Grace in high refpeft, as a firm and intrepid 

Affertor 
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Affcrtor of our Free Conftitution, this was a 
painful oppofition. But, in my conception, 
public duty bound me to oppofe the rcfpeclivc 
motions for that purpofc ; not becaufe his Grace 
was the propofer of a fpecilic Plan for the Re- 
formation of Parliament, but becaufe his fpccific 
Plan appeared to me impraclicable, and not to 
be attained by any regular or conftitutional efforts 
of the people and therefore any refolution of 
'thanks, which might be conllrucd by the public 
as a declaration in favour of his Grace’s fyllcm, 
could only tend to defeat that more fife and 
moderate propofil for reftoring the Conf itution, 
which their peaceful endeavours might probably 
obtain. In this oppofition the worthy Members 
of the Corporation of London, then pvefent, 
generally concurred ; by their influence the fc- 
veral motions were withdrawn — and, confe- 
qucntly, it became unneceflary to urge any 
farther objections againft the Plan itfelf, confi- 
d^red with rcfpcCl to its utility in the prefent 
^icircumftanccs of this country. I do admit, alfo, 
that although no formal refolution was pafl'ed 
upon the fubjeCt, yet it was agreed at the 
/riiatched Houfe, and I concurred in the agree- 
ment, that it was expedient the intended Petition 
;for the Redrefs of our Parliamentary Grievances 
ihould be drawn up in general terms. But I cer- 
tsdnly did not bind myfclf ‘‘ to avoid any fpecific 
ptopofitions relative to the Parliamentary Re- 
form/^ in any other mode of declaration, when- 
ever 
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ever a proper degree of union upon the fubjefl: 
could be accompli filed. And I do not find the 
other Yorkfhire Gentlemen, who had been pre- 
fent at the Thatched Houfc, underftood this 
agreement in a different manner. At the late 
Meeting of the Yorkfhire Committee, fevcral of 
tliofe Gentlemen attended ; and to their recol- 
Icciion the objection did not occur, when the 
(’irculaj Letter was propofed. 

In my opinion, the want of unanimity among 
the agents of the people, in favour of any fj^ecific 
Plan, is the unfortunate circumfrance which 
threatens moft their total difappointincnt. — For 
if no means can be devafed to unite the body of 
the people, in fupport of fomc rational and lub- 
ftantial improvement of tlie Conftitution, their 
continued diifentions, no douin, will furnifli to 
the timid or intei eited Obftriiclors of Reforma- 
tion a ready aniwer to their i’otitions ; Why 
Ihould Parliament admit aCUiangc till it is known 
what Change will fatisfy the Nation ? When 
people ihernfclvcs arc agreed what Redrefs they 
ought to afk, tlicn, and not before, let Parliament 
ilcUbcrate wliat Redrefs they ought to grant.** 
it is obvious, indeed, that till that General Union 
of the People fliall take place, difeordant Petitions, 
recommending to Parliament different fpecific 
Plans of Reformation, would but expofe the 
people to tlie derifion of their adverfaries. But 
it behoves their agents to confider, that no time 
£lK)uld be loft, no endeavours fliould be unem- 
ployed. 
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ployed, to conciliate and to unite the various 
Friends of Reformation, before the feafon for 
tl^at work be irrecoverabiy paft. At length the 
whirl of cafual events has brought on the favour- 
able opportunity ; but if they omit to improve 
tlie fleeting advantage, a few (hort months may 
firuftrate every future attempt to retrieve their 
neglecf. 

“ The Committee of London hope for a 
mature and welhdigeftcd Reform of Parliament, 
which they truft will proceed from the invefli- 
gation of a Committee of the lloufc of Com- 
mons/* 1 freely own my hopes arc placed upon 
a diflerent foundatioiu viz. ou l^e firmncfs and 
'.energy of the Brhdh People, pointing out the 
pl’inciplc of 1 hat Rctoruiatioji which they requeft 
r — Ipecifyhig he ewent to % iuch they dcfirc it 
may pioeced — and leaving the r.»inutc detail of 
.Reformation to be fettled by Parliament itfelf : 
But if tiie late oveiture ot ^he Yorkihirc Com- 
;t]^ittec, and every other lUempt to accomplifti a 
.more General Union of the People, for the pro- 
fccution of fome I’pccific Plan of Reformation of 
equal extent, Ihould prove unfucceLful, it may 
, he expected that any Corredion of Parliamentary 
.Abufes, w hich may flow' from the fpontancous 
, and pleafure of Parliament, will be much in- 
d^ior to that Plan of Conftitutional Improve- 
^fient, which the Yorklhirc Gentlemen have 
pfopp{L^. In my apprehenfion, any cl.angc 
that may he made w ill alio originate with Icfs 

propriety, 
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propriety, and, in point of precedent^ with lc& 
fdfcty from Parliament than from the fpedal: 
applications of the people, by inftrudions to. 
their refpeftive Members, Such were my fen-; 
tiiiicnts before the Meeting of the Thatched 
lloufc ; and they remaiu unaltered fince^ by 
converfation or correfpondcnce. 

The general phrafe is, that Something muft 
be donc.’^ What probably will be done, may 
perhaps in foine nieafure be collected from that 
Mcil’agc which I had the honour to receive from 
Lord Shelburne in Auguft laft ; the purport of 
which was Toon after communicated to the 
Committee of London. His Lordlliip undoubt^ 
edly flands pledged to fupport the Propolitions 
of the ^'orkfhirc Aifociation ; /. c. To promote 
tlic addition of one hundred Members to the 
C^ouiitics and tlic Metropolis, and the repeal of 
ilic Septennial bill. But if Petitions, in general 
terms alone, fliall be prefenred to Parliament, 
and no infiru lions lhall be oilcred to our fcveral 
Reprefentatives, for the amputation of rotten 
Borough. ^ 1 fee no reafon to fuppofe that any 
aboi'iion of their oonoxioas franchifes will take 
place, againfl the manifeft intereft of many^ 
powerful Members of Parliament, except by the 
ilow operation of a Parliamentary Tribunal m 
feme rare inftance disfranchifing an unfortunate 
Borough, on proof of corruption tootfla^ant to 
be diflemblcci. 1 am far from meaning to dif-» 
parage the mcafure for reinforcing the found 

part 
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part of our Reprefcntation : If nothing better 
cln be obtained, I fliall be thankful even for 
that additional fccurity to our freedom. But I 
am convinced that an adequate abolition of the 
little decayed boroughs would ftrongly corrobo- 
rate that fecurity j and I conceive that both 
might yet be accomplilhed, by a timely and 
vigorous exertion of the people for thofc fpe- 
cial purpofes. 

With thefe imprcflions on rny mind 1 attended 
the late Meeting of the Yorkihirc Committee; 
and having produced to that Alfcmbly a copy of 
the meffage from Lord Shelburne, and Hated to 
them my fubfequent corrcfpondcncc on that 
fubje^ with his I.ordfliip, which appeared at 
once to confirm the mcflagc, and to be improper 
for public infpcclion at that timc\ my production 
of the corrcfpondcncc in quelHon vv^as not re- 
quired by the Committee. But it was not my 
advice to the (annmittec to acquiefee in thefe 
declarations of fupport from Lord Shelburne. — 
At the Thatched Iloufc Meeting 1 had oppofed 
thanking the Duke of Richmond for his im- 
practicable Plan ; at the Yorkfliirc Meeting I 
exhorted the Committee not to content them- 
felves with the mere augmentation of County 
Members, &c. which the Cabinet feemed difpofetl 
to promote ; but, as far as it is poHlble, without 
riiquing that acquifition, to attempt the Hill 
fuperior improvement of an adequate amputa- 
tion of the little decayed boroughs. What I 

ventured 
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ventured to fuggeft on this occallon was ho- 
noured with the approbation of that refpeclable 
Aflembly, and was carried into eflFeft in the 
Circular Letter, which the Committee of London 
ius already feen. 

From this explanation of my political conduct 
and fentiments for fonie time paft, I truft 1 lhall 
be juftified in the opinion of that Committee, as 
having adlcd, in circuniftanccs of fome difficulty, 
an honeft and a confiftent part. But this is a 
matter comparatively of fnuill moment. I am 
confident from this ftate of fome late tranfa^ions, 
whatever the final determination of that Com- 
mittee may be on the fubjccl of the Circular 
Letter, they will approve the caution, the per- 
feveranco, the \vell-tempered zeal of the York- 
ihire Committee. 

With refpecl: to the propriety of Poftponing 
inftrutftions to I heir Reprefentatives, until the 
fate of the General Petitions is decided,’* which 
your rcfpcctcd Committee propofes to that of 
Yorklhirc, 1 would beg leave to fuggeft one 
jhort obfervation, wdiich is. That when the fate 
of the Petitions fliall be decided, any inftrudions 
upon the fubjccl will probably come too late.-— 
If, in confequence of in application in general 
ierfus to Parliament, the Reprefentation of the 
Counties and the Metropolis lhall be reinforced 
by the addition of fifty or fixty Memli^rs^ any 
iuturc application to tlic Legiflature for farther 
improvement, in this age at Icaft, cannot, with 

any 
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any probability, be expefted to receive the 
countenance and fupport of the nation.— If, 
therefore, the Committee of London have no 
©bjeftion to the Propofitions offered by the 
Yorkffiire Gentlemen, their concurrence now 
can alone be of any avail. If they decline giving 
their fan<5lion to that propofal, from a preference 
to the Duke of Richmond’s feheme, I beg leave 
to declare my firm opinion, as I did before at 
the Tliatched iioufe Meeting, that there exifts 
not the fmallcft probability that his Grace’s Plan 
will be adopted by the 'towns and Counties of 
Grcat-Britain, in any conhderable proportion. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

C. WYVILL. 


Brass Crosby, 
Chairman, 5cc. 


Paper VI. 
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Paper VL 

Refolution at a Meeting of the Committee of 
Aflbciation of the County of York, on the ipb 
of December^ 1782. 


PRESENT, 


Rev. C. WYVILL, Chairman. 


The Dean of York 
Sir James Norcliffe 
Rev, William Mafon 
Mr. IL Duncombe 
Sir R. 1>. Hildyard 
Mr. Vorkc 
Rev. John Dixon 
Mr. Foord 
Mr. Pool 
Mr. Croft 
Rev. Robert Croft 
Mr. Crofty jun. 

Mr. Sykes 

Mr. Legard 

Sir Watts Horton 

Mr. Courtney 

Rev. John Robin fon 

Mr. W.iines 

Mr. F. Smyth 

Rev William Dade 

Mr. Walker 

R ev. William Dcaltry 

Mr. Barlow 


Mr. Shore 

Mr. Ward 

Mr. Edmunds 

Mr. Withers 

General Hale 

Mr. Yarker 

Mr. Hayes 

Mr. Grirafton 

Rev. John Bourne 

Mr. Wolrich 

Mr. Lodge 

Mr. Micklethwaite 

Sir George Strickland 

Rev. William Comber 

Mr. Strickland 

Mr, Tooker 

Sir William Milner 

Mr. Hill 

Mr. Dring 

Mr. Rawfon 

Mr. Booth 

Mr. Chaloner 

Mr. Jofeph Walker 


Read Letters from the Chairmen of the Com- 
mittees of Nottinghamfhire, Weftminfter, South- 
'wark, Norfolk, Somerfetlhire, Gloucefterfliire, 
’OL. IL C London, 



C 34 1 

London, Middlef^x, Fintfliirc, and Carnarvon- 
ihire; the Mayors or Town Clerks of Biddeford, 
Liverpool, York, Doncaftcr, Pool, Petersfield, 
Hereford, Glouccfter, and Bridport ; the Con- 
:ll:ables of Manchefter ; and the Sheriffs or Dc- 
jputy Sheriffs of the Shires of Moray, Stirling, 
Haddington, Lanark, and Fife, received by the 
Chairman of this Committee, in anfwer to his 
Circular Letter of the ift of November laft, 
fent in purfuance of the order of this Commit- 
tec made that day, 

Refolved, That this Committee be adjourned 
till to-morrow morning at ten o’clock. 

C. WYVILL, Chairman. 


Paper VII. 
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Paper VII. 

Refolutions at the adjourned Meeting ^ the 
Committee of Affociation of the County of 
York, on the i^th of December, 1782. 


PRESENT, 

Rev. C.W WILL, Chairman. 


Mr. Courtney 

General Hale 

Mr. Waines 

Mr. Chaloner 

Mr. R. Wilfon 

Mr. Yorke 

Rev. Robert Croft 

Mr. Sykes 

Mr. Croft 

Mr. Strickland 

Rev. John Robinfon 

Mr. Marriott 

Mr. Milnes 

Mr. R. S. Milnes 

Mr. Wkfdc 

Mr. Athorpe 

Mr. Mathews 

Mr. Parker 

Sir Charles Turner 

Rev. Richard Shuttleworth 

Sir Watts Horton 

Mr. Edmunds 

Mr. Foord 

Mr. Battle 

Mr. Booth 

Sir R. D. Hildyard 

Mr, jofeph Walker 

Mr. Sykes 

Sir George Strickland 
Rev. William Mafon 
Mr, Barlow 
Rev. John Bourne 


Mr. H. Duocombe 
Mr. Tooker 
Mr. Withers 
Mr. Dring 
Mr. F. Smyth 
Mr. Shore 
Mr. Stoviti 
X)r. Sivainfton 
Rev. John Dixon 
Mr. Raw fon 
Sir James Norcliffe 
Mr. Pool 
Mr. I-cgard 
The Dean of York 
Mr. Hayes 

Rev. William Dealtry 
Mr. Wolrich 
Mr. Croft, jun. 

Rev. William Dade 

Rev. William Comber 

Rev. Luke Yarker 

Mr. Yarker 

Sir William Milner 

Mr. Morritt 

Mr. H. Tbompfon 

Mr. Walker 

Mr. Dawfon 

Mr. Lodge 

Mr. Micklethwaite 

Mr. Anderfon 

Mr. Crimfton 

Rea4 


Ca 
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Read Letters from the Chairmen of the Suffcx 
Committee, the Secretary to the Huntingdon* 
Itiire Committee, the Mayors or Town Clerks of 
Bedford, Tenby, Leicefter, and Nottingham, the 
J^rovoft of Glafgow, and the Sheriff of the Shire 
of Argyle, in anfwer to the Chairman’s Circular 
Letter of the ift of November laft. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That this Committee 
is thoroughly perfuaded of the propriety and 
confiftcncy the Rev. Mr. Wyvill’s condu<S:, 
upon all occafions, as Chairman of this Com- 
mittee. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That the thanks of this 
Committee be given to the Rev. Mr. Wyvill, for 
his unremitting attention and indefatigable zeal 
in condud:ing the bufinefs of this Committee. 

Read and approved the following Draught of 
a Petition, 

To the Honourable the Commons of Great- 
Britain in Parliament alfembled. 

♦ The flumble Petition of the Freeholders of 
the County of York, 

Sheweth, 

THAT your Petitioners, fcnfible of the excel- 
lency of that Conftitution under which they 
have the happinefs to live, moft ardently wifh 

to 


♦ This Petition is an exaft copy of the Petition adopted by the 
County of Kent, on the 8th of June, ijZz. 
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to have it maintained on the principles on which 
it is founded. 

Your Petitioners further fliew. That it is ne- 
ceffary to the welfare of the people, that the 
Commons Houfe of Parliament Ihould have a 
common intereft with the nation ; and that in 
the prefent ftate of the Reprefentation of the 
People in Parliament, the Houfe of Commons 
do not fufficiently fpeak the voice of the People. 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray this 
Honourable Houfe to take into their moft feri-» 
ous confideration, the prefent inadequate ftate 
of the Reprefentation of the People in Parlia^ 
ment, ^and to apply fuch remedy to this great 
Conftitutional evil, as to this Honourable Houfe 
may feem meet. 

And your Petitioners fhall ever pray, &c. 

Refolved, That the Chairman be requefted 
to get the Draught of the Petition, now read, 
ingroffed, in order to be prefented for the con- 
fideration of the Freeholders who may attend 
the previous Meeting at the York-Tavern, at 
eight o’clock in the evening. 

Refolved, That this Committee be adjourned 
die* 

C. WYVILL, Chairman. 


C 3 Paper VIIL 
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Paper VIII. 

Proceedings a General Meeting of the County 
^fYork, held at York on the 19/A of December^ 
1782, upon a Call by the Committee ^Affocia- 
' tion for that County, purfuant to the Power 
intrttfied to them by the Meeting of the County 
ofXbxV, held on the a.ith day of March, 1780. 


T he Report of the pafl proceedings of the 
Committee of Affociation was prefented 
by the Rev. Mr. Wyvill, their Chairman : 

And a motion being made, and the queftion 
put, that fuch Report be now read. 

It pafled in the affirmative j and the feme was 
read accordingly. 

A motion being made and feconded, and the 
queftion put, that the following Petition to Par- 
liament be read, it paffed in the affirmative ; 
and the feme was read accordingly.* 

A 


♦ The Petition being neariy the fame which was approved by the 
Oimmittee on the xSth of December, and which has been already 
Inerted at page 36, ia therefore omitted here. The only ameiul- 
Bicnt made in it, was the infertion of the word ** originar* in the 
lirft clatifc. The claufe, thus amended, runs in this manner, 
••That your Pvtitioners fenfibk of the original excellency of the 
«* Conftitution.” 
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A motion then being made and feconded, and 
the queftion put, 

Refolved unanimoufly. That this Petition be 
adopted, and do pafe as the A€t of this Meeting* 

The feveral motions following were afterwards 
fucceffively made and feconded, and the queftion 
being put upon each, it was 

Refolved unanimoufly , That this Meeting hav« 
ing adopted a Petition, requefting a Reformation 
of Parliament in general terms ^ and being appre- 
lienfive that, from the generality of the Petition, 
the intention of this Meeting may be mifeon- 
ilrucd, as aiming at a Reformation of Parliament 
on principles, and to an extent which they do 
not mean to recommend, do find it neceffary to 
declare that, 

1. If a bill (hall be palTcd in Parliament for 
abolilhing at leaft fifty of the moft obnoxious 
boroughs j providing for the Eleftors in the fe* 
vcral boroughs aboliihed a proper gratuitous 
compenfation for their extinguifhed franchiies ; 
and enabling them to vote, together with theFrec- 
holders, in elections for Knights of the refpeftive 
Shires to which they belong ; and alfo adding 
an adequate number of Members, not lefs than 
an hundred, in a due proportion to the feveral 
counties and the metropolis : 

2. And if the Septennial bill (hall be repealed: 

3. And if a bill (hall be pafled for admitting 
proprietors of copyhold lands of inheritanc^ip, 

C 4 with 
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with fine certain, of the clear yearly value of 
forty fliillings, to vote at County Eleftions of 
Metnbersof Parliament throughout thekingdotn; 

4. And laftly, if a bill (hall be paffed for fetting 
afide nominal and fiftitious votes in Scotland, 
and for regulating eleitions to Parliament in that 
part of the kingdom, in a manner agreeable to 
the true intent and fpirit of the Conftitution : 

The correftion of Parliamentary abufcs, effect- 
cd by i^ofe meafures, will eltablilh a reformation 
of Parliament which this County would highly 
approve, 

Refolved unanimoufly. That this Meeting, 
truffing in the experienced zeal of their Repre- 
fcntatives. Sir George Savile, Bart.* and Henry 
Duncombe, Efqj as far as circumftances will al- 
low, to promote the reafonable wilhcs of their 
Conftituents to accomplifh a fubftantial Reforma- 
tion of Parliament as aforeHid, and to fupport 
&rther meafures of ftria frugality, fo indifpenf- 
,ably neceffary in tlie prefcnt condition of this 
leountry, doth poftpone offering to their worthy 
Reprefentatives any inftructions on the faid 
matters. 

Refolvcd unanimoufly. That the Chairman 
be diredled to communicate the preceding Refo- 
lutions to Sir George Savile and Mr. Henry 
Duncombe ; and at the fame time, in ftrong 
tfirms,; to exprcls to them this Meeting’s grate- 
fill fffufe of their faithful and difinterefted fer- 

viccs 
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vices in Parliament ; and alfo to acquaint Sir 
George Saviie with what regret the intimation 
of his abfence from this Meeting, occafioned by 
fevere indifpofition, was received by his Confti- 
tuents, and with what fincerity they wifli the 
rc-eftablifhment of his health. 

Refolved unanitnoufly. That the Committeq 
of Affociation be re-appointed with its former 
powers. 

Refolved unanimoully. That this Meeting is 
fully fcnliblc of the benefits* which will accrue 
to the nation from the falutary and ccconomical 
Bills of Reform, which were pafled in the laft 
Seflion of Parliament ; which Reform, it trufts, 
will be per fevered in, until the grievances com- 
plained of in the fonner Petition of this County 
arc completely redrefi'ed. 

Rciblvcd unanimoully. That the thanks of 
this Meeting be given to the following Members 
of parliament, who have honoured this Meeting 
with their prcfcnce, viz. — The Earl of Surrey, 
Lord Vifeount Gallway, Sir Thomas Gafeoigne, 
Sir Charles Turner, Mr. Stanhope, and Mr. 
Henry Pcirfc ; and that this Meeting doth efteem 
the condueJit of Lord Vifeount Gallway, Mr. Henry 
Pcirfc, and Mr. Frankland, in appearing at it 
this day, in fupport of a Petition which afibifls 
their private property, as the mofi: difiinguiflicd 
proof of their difintereftednefs and public fpirit. 

Refolved unanimoully. That the Earl of 
Surrey, Lord Vifeount GalKvav, Henry Pcirfc, 

Efci; 
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Efq; and Thomas Frankland, Efq; be added to 
the Committee of Aflbeiation for this County. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That the thanks of 
this Meeting be given to the Rev. Mr. Wyvill, 
the worthy Chairman of the Committee of Aflb- 
ciiation, for his indefatigable zeal and great abi- 
lities, employed in the fervice of this county, 
and of the public. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That the thanks of 
this Meeting be given to the Chairman, for his 
upright and impartial conduct. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That this Meeting be 
adjourned, fubjcA to a call by the Committee 
of Aflbeiation. • 

W. CH ALONER , Chairman. 


IX. 
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Paper IX. 

Account of the Debate, ^c. at a Genial Meet- 
ing of the County of York, on the igth of De- 
cember^ 1782. 


M r. CH ALONER being called to the Chair^ 
opened the bulinefs by reading the public 
advertifement. 

Mr. V/vviM. then rofc, and moved that the 
Report of the Proceedings of the Committee of 
Afibciation be read ; which being done by the 
Chairman, Mr, Wyvill addreffed the Meeting to 
the following purport : 

Mr. Chairman, 

It cannot have efcaped your obfervation, that 
in the narrative which has been read to this re- 
fpectablc audience, the Committee have reported 
fome Refolutions which bear no immediate rela- 
tion to the objects of their commiflion. But, 
they truft, no apology to their Conftituents will 
be thought ncccfl'ary for adts of fclt-delence in 
the Committee, or acts of juftice to their injured 
AfFociates; without which the honour and credit 
of the AfTociation itfclf could not have been pr^- 
■ferved entire. 
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Jf, on the Grft glance, their ccnlurc of the 
difcretionary orders to the Military Force Ihould 
bethought an exceptionable meafure, on a little 
farther refleftion the abfolute neceffity of it will 
be apparent. For every legal effort to improve 
the Conftitution, while all Law and the Confti- 
tution lay at the mercy of an army ordered to 
aft at their difcretion, muft have been vain and 
nugatory. 

Their thanks to thofe Senators in each Houfc 
vrho oppofed the coercion of America to uncon- 
ditional fubniiffion, and afterwards to that vir- 
tuous majority of the Commons* Houfe, who 
voted the difcontinuance of offenfive war in 
America, are Refolutions ftill lefs liable to juft 
bbjeftion. They are conformable to a prior 
Refolution of this County ; and it is manifeft, 
moreover, that all attempts to reduce the exor- 
bitant power of the Crown, or to eftablilh a 
frugal and incorrupt expenditure of the public 
money, muft have been unfuccefsful, till that 
C^enfive war, the abundant fource of corruption, 
il^e never-failing pretence for endlefs prodigality, 
c^uld be effectually flopped. 

In confequence of that honeft vote of Parlia- 
ment, prohibiting hoftilities for the fubjugation 
if America, the difmiilion of an hated Admini- 
^tion became unavoidable, and the powers of 
Bovernment were intrufted to men, in whofe 
integrity, and inviolable attachment to 
the Conftitution the nation juftly confided. By 

thofe 



C 45 ] 

thofe zealous opponents of a coirupt fyllem of 
Government, regulations were inftantly efta* 
blifhed, enforcing public frugality, diminifliing 
the exceffive influence of the Crown, and tend* 
ing in fome degree to reftore the purity and 
independence of Parliament* The upright Mi- 
nifters, whofe promife of thofe beneficial mea* 
fures has been fo faithfully performed, amply 
merited that univerfal applaufe which has been 
lb cordially given them* 

But to its own integrity and zeal, to its own 
vigour and perfeverance in the generous ftrugglc 
for liberty, the public ftands principally indebted* 
And if this Committee, afting in concert with 
other Deputed Bodies, may be thought to have 
promoted this falutary Revolution, far from 
afluming any praife themfelves, they are proud 
to acknowledge the efficacy and fuccefs of theiiE^ 
exertions muft be wholly aferibed to the weight 
and influence of this great county, by which 
they have been fo nobly fupported. 

In the common joy on that happy clungc of 
Counfcls, and on the confequent correftion of 
thofe abufes which had excited general indigna* 
tion, the Committee fincerely partake*. But 
while they congratulate this Affembly on the 
advantages already gained, truth and duty td 
the public, unminglcd with any meaner pur- 
pofe to difparage thofe atcliievcments, obl^e 
them to declare their deliberate judgment, tha^ 
no folid and permanent fecurity for the rights 
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of the nation has yet been obtained. If that 
beginning of Refonnation be not followed up 
and fuftained by fome more durable improve- 
ment of the Conftitution, fliort will be the ex- 
ultation of the public, and tranfient will be the 
benefits derived from thofe falutary regulations. 
For near a century bitter experience has proved, 
that, conftituted as it now is, the Houfe of Com- 
mons is not proof againft Corruption. A cor- 
rupt Houfe of Commons can be no check on 
the prodigality of Adminiftration ; and there- 
fore, without a melioration of Parliament on 
the principles of the Aflbeiation, the fame ruin- 
ous fyftem of Government, under which we 
have already fufiered fo much, muft be expelled 
to prevail again. 

It is true, the Minifter of Corruption has found, 

‘ that, in the hour of national calamity, his accuf- 
tomed arts were of little avail ; at that critical 
period, his lefs-hardy adherents were ftruck with 
remorfc at the wild havock made by their afiift- 
^ce in this difmembered empire j they dreaded 
the riling difeontent of the people, and flirunk 
from the fupport of an odious Adminiftration. 
The Cornifh Burgeffes, the Cinque-Port Barons, 
jand the reft of the faithful Band returned by the 
little Ven^d Boroughs, were found unequal to 
of Minifterial Defence.^Agaihft that 
t^rcenary tribe the Reprefentatives of the 
-i^unties and principal Towns, backed by a 
large majority of the kingdom, had hitherto 

contended 
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contended incfibaually, but, on the near ap- 
proach of ruin, their zeal, their unanimity pre- 
vailed, andParliament exerted the long-negleded 

power of controul. , . , 

But can it be forgotten that even this tardy 
interpolition depended on a multitude of con- 
tingencies, without whofe cafual combination 
the Britilh People might yet have been groaning, 
without a profpeft of relief, under the compli- 
cated mifery of a Corrupt Adminiftration and a 
War of Ambition, for the forcible fubju^tidn 
of their American Brethren ! In conformity to 
the fpirit of that Parliamentary Reftriftion, 
meafures tending to a paciHcation with the Co- 
lonies have been negociated ; their Independence 
has been provilionally acknowledged ; and hofti- 
lities are now continued, not for the conqueft of 
America, but for the purpofe of defence alone,- 
againft a hoft of European enemies, Ipgued for 
our deftruftion. In this arduous conflifl, thouglv 
mighty difficulties remain to be furmounted, 
Briuin may yet defend her poffeffions, and, 
perhaps, wreft out of the hands of her ancielit 
foes the territories flie has loft.— -But ihould 
the ftruggle with the Houfe of Bourbon be 
clofed by a peace, honourable and advanl^ 
geous to the full extent, of our expeffatioi^^. 
what compenladoa can be ■ made for the 
of one hundred millions of money, and the 
memberment of the Empire ? or what merit 
Parliament can hence be pleaded to bar the j^o- 

je^ed 
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jcftcd Reformation ? In the extremity of national 
diftrefs, the fears of that Aflembly have over- 
powered the iriliucncc of Corruption; and after 
mifcluefs have been permitted, which no wifdom 
can ever repair, the wild career of Ambition has 
been ftopt at laft, when it would have been mad- 
nefs to go on. Is this our fccurity againft Evil 
Government ? Is this the boalled fuperiority of 
our Conhitutlon ? Or, is it not rather the moft 
dccilive proof of its degeneracy, and the abfolute 
neceflity for a Reformation of Parliament ? Mea- 
iures, leifening the corrupt influence of Minifters, 
havc'indeed received the recent fanefion of the 
Legiflature; but if the root remain the branches 
will foon ihoot up again-; and if a few venal 
clcdors be fuflered ftill to place a multitude of 
Members as venal as themfelves in the Houfe of 
'Commons^ the dlfpofition to venality, though 
checked in the hour of diftrefs, will again pre- 
dominate' in that Aflembly, and the means of 
gratification, in a different mode perhaps, will 
•be employed once more by unfcrupulous Mini- 
fters with fatal fuccefs. And when extravagance, 
mifrule, and every ruinous attempt fhall be re- 
peated by that future corrupt Adminiftration, 
Ihall Iiave reafon to expeft fortuitous events 
^11 not again combine to fave us. In that cafe 
<^refllve taxes muft foon be the r^nof induftry ; 

the confequence of ruined induftry muft be 
emigration, national bankruptcy, the lofs of li- 
b^ty, and the final degradation of our country. 

But 
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But let the purity and independence of Par- 
liament be effeftually reftored, and Miniftera 
mull fupport their authority by very different 
means, by the wifdoni of their meafures, and a 
ftcady adherence to the true intereft of the com- 
munity. Under the proteftion of their faithful 
Reprefentatives the People would be confeious 
of the fccurc enjoyment of liberty ; and they 
«’ould be fatislied that thofe evils from which' 
no Government is ever wholly exempt, would 
receive, from the interpofition of Parliament, 
every alleviation, every mitigation which human 
wildom could contrive. On the re eftablilh- 
inent of peace, there might then be a rational 
ground of hope, that an Adminiftration, at 
once lenient and ftriaiy frugal, might gradu- 
ally difembarrafs our finances, lighten the load 
of taxes, and re animate the induftry and droop-' 
ing commerce of the community. The unri- 
valled power of our country may he funk never 
to rife again ; but let her Confiitution be re- 
fiored, and Britain might yet be a profperous ' 
and happy nation. " 

If the danger of innovation, that unceafing 
obftacle to all improvement, Ihould here be ob- 
jeeted, this Affembly will undouotcdly guard 
againft that ha ard, whatever it may be, by th« 
prudence and moderation of their propofition ?' 
but vague apprehenfipns of danger will nevie 
deter them from attempting the correction oS^- 
abufes, whofe exiftence is certain, whole ruinous- 
cffccfs have been recently experienced, and whdte- 
. D continuance 
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continuance muft prove deftruftive to their dear- 
eft interefts. And fince thefe are the avowed 
fentiments of many of our fellow-citizens, it is 
the intcrcft even of Parliament itfelf to admit 
fome fubftantial Reformation ; for the very ex- 
iftcncc of that Affembly muft be precarious, 
when it has loft in any great degree the efteem 
and confidence of the People. 

Happily the apparent difpofition of Parlia- 
ment, the declared approbation of the Cabinet, 
and above all, the rifing fpirit of the nation, 
afford a profpe<ft of fuccefs. If therefore it 
Ihould be the plcafure of the County of York 
to re-appoint their Committee to fupport an 
application to the Houfe of Commons, for a 
more equal Reprefentation of the People, and 
to fhorten the duration of Parliament, their 
beft efforts fliall be employed in their fervice 
with fidelity and unremitted zeal, till, by the 
RESTORATION OF THE CONSTITUTION 
on the general principles of the Aflociation, the 
Liberty of Britain fhall be placed once more 
upon a folid and fecure foundation. 

With thefe fentiments, and in purfuance of 
the authority intrufted to them by a former 
Meeting of the County, the Committee have 
dlUed their Conftituents together, to take into 
l^cir confideration what meafures may be pro- 
for the Redrefs of Parliamentary abufes. 
Wilt aware that the talk of Reformation is as 
difficult to be performed as it is neceffary to be 

undertaken. 
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ridcrtakcn, they have previoufly collefted every 
[formation in their power, which might aflift 
lis refpeftable Affembly to judge what mode 
' application it will be prudent to adopt. 'I he 
ifwcrs from different parts of the kingdom, to 
leir Circular Letter of the firft of November, 
ith few exceptions, concur in recommending 
Petition in general terms But although the 
ur Propofitions of Reform, propofed in that 
tter, have been received with warm approba- 
on by Comrrdttces and Corporations of great 
fpcifl, and no difapprobation of thcfe Propofi- 
ins has been expreffed by any Body of JVIeni 
icndly to the Reformation of Parliament ; yet 
c Capital, and the C'ountics of Suffex, V'i- ldle- 
X, and Huntingdon, having advifed that the 
opofal of Inllructions to your Members, to 
pport thofe mcafures in Parliament, fliould be 
>{l:poned, your Committee are of opinion that, 
r the prefer vation of union with the feveral 
Jtitioning Bodies, it is expedient that Inftruc-, 
:>ns from this Meeting ftiould be deferred ; 
It not without fome Refolution, exprcfling 
)ur approbation of thofe articles of Reform^ 
he Petition which I am dire^ed to lay before 
e County is therefore drawn in general terms j 
'd I alfo hold in my hand two Refolution s, apW 
oving the Propofitions of tlie Circular Lettef^ 
id pollponing the meafurc of Inftructions, 
hich will be refpectively fubtoitted to the cdicu 
icration of this Aflembly. * 
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I nowtnovc, Mr. Chairman, that the Petition 
may be read. 

Mr. H. Buncombe rofe to fecond the motion 
of the Rev. Mr. Wyvill. He Begged leave to 
exprefs the fatisfaaion he felt at Meeting his 
Conftituents, to whom he was attached by every 
principle of duty and obligation ; and he met 
them with tine more fatisfaftion, as he tnifted 
he had endeavoured to difeharge the office they 
had conferred upon him with a l^^orious, and 
he hoped he might add, with an honeft affiduity. 
With refpeft to the propriety of the Petition, he 
obferved that the original excellency of the Con- 
-ftitution of our Government could be main- 
tained only by a due prefervation of the balance 
of its conftituent parts. The democratical part 
had loft much weight, and the power of the 
people had greatly failed by the inequality of 
their Reprefentation. Indeed, the people could 
not, with truth, be faid to be repre/ented, if the 
•word Reprefentation had any meaning in the En- 
glifti language. We had long feen the little 
venal decayed boroughs reprefented by perfons 
of different deferiptions, to whofe very names 
their Conftituents were perhaps ftrangers. Some 
y^retched Contractor, who went to Parliament 
as he went to the Alley, in the way of fpccula- 
l^ion — Some Indian Governor, “ ri^ with the 
Kpoils of plundered provinces,” who purchafed, 
thereby, impunity to his crimes, by a vote ot 
ready acquicfcencq to every Minifter and every 

mcafurc 
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mcafure — mutually fupporting, and fupported 
by, Minifterial Delinquency. A ftill greater 
grievance prevailed, and a new fpccies of Par- 
liamentary influence had been introduced. I'he 
Nabob of Arcot, and the Rajah of Tanjore, he 
was confidently aflured, had now fitting in our 
Parliament no lefs than f^ven or eight Members, 
whofe (eats they had purchafed. 'riieft Afiatic 
Princes, rivals in power and intcrcft, and each 
occafionally connedted with, or oppofed to, the 
Englilh Eaft-India Company, have by corrupt 
means placed their refpedlive Reprefentatlves in 
the Britilh Senate. Nay, abufes ftill more alarm* 
ing were to be apprehended. Was it unfair to 
argue, that by the fame means, though to much 
more fatal purpofes, our natural enemies, the 
I'rcnch, might exert the fame influence, and 
their Monarch might feat his EmilTaries in our 
lloufc of Commons? Yet, though fuch was the 
unhappy ftate of our Parliamentary Reprefenta- 
tion, he derived hope and confolation from the 
fpirit and virtue of the people exerting them- 
lelvcs for its Redrefs, in concert with fome of 
the greateft charafters of this age and country. 
We know there are fevcral men in high ftations, 
who, though of different parties and difeordant 
principles, arc however united in this point- 
united all in the acknowledged neceflity of Par- 
liamentary Reformation. He therefore doubted 
not but, by unanimity and perfevcrance, fuccefs 
■night ftill be obtained, and hoped any additi- 

3 ' onal 
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onal argument was needlefs to induce that Meet- 
ing to fupport the prefent Meafure. 

Mr. S i anhopk rofe to give his hearty appro- 
bation to the propofed Petition. He faid he had 
ever concurred in principle with the Affociation 
of Yorklhirc, though, from its particular form, 
he did not think himfelf at liberty to fign it. 
He now derived fome Tatisfaction from that cir- 
cumftance, becaufe it gave him an opportunity 
of declaring with the greater impartiality how 
firmly he approved of the Meafures, and how 
highly he applauded the zeal, the integrity, and 
the aftonifliing labours of the Yorkfliirc Com- 
xnittee in the Public Caufe, more particularly 
thofe of their excellent Chairman. That Gen- 
tleman, he obferved, would not need his exhor- 
tations to proceed in the path he was purfuing, 
and whatever was the fuccefs of his labours, they 
would, he trufted, meet with the beft of all 
earthly rewards — the Love and Approbation of 
his Fellow Citizens. 

He regretted the abfence of Sir George Savilc 
from that Meeting, but had the pleafure of ac- 
quainting it, that that worthy Reprefentative 
was declared by his Phyficians to be out of all 
danger, from the fevere indifpofition which had 
'prevented his attending there. He was with Sir 
George on Sunday lail, who faid that ‘‘ he was 
ftire his Conllituents would do him the credit 
to believe, that he perfevered in the fame fenti- 
ments he had ever profefled.’* 
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Mr. Stanhope, now adverting to the Petition 
before them, laid, that whoever confiders the 
Hate of Reprefentation in this country, muft be 
flruck with its imperfeclion in a variety of in- 
llances- The Burgage Tenures^ he obferved, do 
not partake of any one quality belonging to the 
people. Their Members have no Conftituents 
to reprefent or be anfwerablc to. The only 
poflible tie upon them is, that they are generally 
in the hands of the rich, who, if the country 
fullers, mull fuffer along with it. But the fame ' 
obfervation holds with regard to the Lords, and 
to every opulent individual out of Parliament i 
whereas, a Member of the Houfc of Commons 
{lands not in the light of a Nobleman, but ra- 
thcr of an Attorney or Agent acting for others. 
Some circumftances relating to thefc boroughs 
were, he faid, quite infulting. There is one in 
tlic county of Sufl'ex, near the feat of a Peer, 
and his park- wall has Jii< or eight black Jlones in it, 
every one of which has a Vote for a Member of 
ParltamenU If we confidcr the ftatc of Repre- 
fentation in this County, we lhall find that, of 
the thirty Members which it fends to Parliament, 
eighteen are fent by boroughs of private pro- 
perty ; and of the remaining twelve many are 
fir from being purely conftituted. He thought 
the thanks of the Meeting were particularly due 
to a Noble Lord (Lord Gallway) then prefen t, . 

ho had flood forward in lupport of a Parlia- 
i^i^ntary Reform, although he was the Proprietor 
D 4 of 
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of a borotigh in this county ; and had declared 
at the late County Meeting at Nottingham, that 
no private confideration ot his ovirn iliould ftand 
in the way of the Public Good. 

Mr. Stanhope faid, it might perhaps be urged 
in favour of private boroughs, that they do no 
harm, but our complaint againll them is, that 
they do no Good. To evince their ftate of medio- 
crity, he obferved that in the divifions upon 
fom^ late intcrefting queftions in Parliament the 
Members for thele boroughs balanced about 
equally, or as 28 to 29. He then took notice 
of other claffes of pernicious boroughs, viz. — 
Thofe which for a century pah have been under 
the influence of the Firft Lords of the Trpafury 
and Admiralty^ and the fubject of continual con- 
teft between them; and thofe which are wliolly 
under the controul of the Minifter. There was, he 
faid, another defeription of boroughs ftill worfe; 
fuch as carry their freedom to market, and fet 
it at a price: 'f hefe, inftead of controuling their 
Members, arc controulcd by them, and the Mem- 
bers themfclvcs purchafing their feats as they 
would purchafe any other property, with a view 
towards increafing their wealth, have their price 
alfo, and iell themfelves to Miniftry. Hence it 
is that the Nabob of Arcot has more votes in 
the Britifli^Houfe of Commons than the whole 
County of York; and, what is ftill more la- 
mentable, this evil fights againft the morals as 
well as the liberties of the nation, threatening it 

with 
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with the fate of the Italians, who from a cor* 
ruptcd people became an enflaved one, and have 
continued fo for near twenty centuries. 

He fold that, taking the queftion in a more 
general point of view — admitting the Houic of 
Commons did in any degree anfwer the purpofes 
of its truft, fomc defeefs might be overlooked. 
But had it done fo ? The national attention had 
for fome years been drawn to the unfortunate 
jAmcrican war. He h'clieved, at its firft com- 
mencement, there might be a majority for it j 
but for fome years pall there was clearly a ma- 
jority of the nation againil the farther profecu- 
tum of it. In tlie laft Scilhm but one, at leaft 
four fifths of the County Members oppofed it, 
and alfo fupported mealiires for checking the 
progrefs of Corruption. Yet though as con- 
fideiMblc a majority of the Pcor>k-^ and (he be- 
lieved) of the Ariilocracy too, •d'> ckubiiihcil the 
fucceflion of thePrincefs Sophia, w ev j ..gainf: it, 
the American war was perfev*. red in, ai d v o ried 
on with incrcafing expence and misforruni , lolely 
by dint of the undue influence of the C»'ov\ a 
over Parliament, nor at lafl deferted till the un- 
fortunate campaign of 1781. From thi^. recent 
in (lance, it appears that Iforliamcnt, in the moik 
prefling circumilanccs, has not anlwered the 
purpofes of its trull : Nay, it was the opinion 
of many, that, through the prevalence of the 
lame influence, LordKorth, the Mininer whom 
all united to turn out, w as every moment likely 

* to 



to be again called in power ; therefore it was 
neceffar jr we fliould perfevere, and be upon our 
guard. 

, An argument had been ufed by fome, that 
much had been already done. Much indeed 
bad been clone. The Contraftors and Revenue 
Officers’ bills were paffed, and, through Mr* 
Burke’s bills, fome important oeconomical regu- 
lations had been obtained. Mr. Stanhope here 
made a fliorudigreffion in defence of that Gen- 
tleman, who, he conceived, had been more 
hardly thought of than he merited in the con- 
flruction put upon his conduct, with refpecl to 
the fuppofed abandoning of part of the original 
object of his bills. But this was not the cafe : 
The Two White Staves, the Comptroller and 
Treafurer of the Houlehold were fullered to re- 
main, becaulc they contribute to the fplendor 
of the Crown, and are very oftenliblc places. 
The Ordnance was turned over to the Duke of 
Richmond, who fuggefted that Mr. Burke’s re- 
gulations therein did not go far enough.~Fcwer 
places were abolilhed by the bill of 1782, than 
that of 1780, becaufe fcvcral were intended to 
be ftruck off by tl\c d hrone itfclf. 

He begged pardon for this digreffion, pro- 
fieffed himlclf a determined advocate for a Par- 
iliamentary Reform, and repeated his former ob- 
ierVation, That the man who bought would fell; 
That the price of a Seat iii Parliament was now 
better known than the price of a horfc 5 and 

that 



that without fuch a Reform, Parliamentary 
prefentation would become a mere trade ; Ajl 
MinUlers muft have a majority, and thofe ma- 
jorities muft be bought, if they cannot be ob- 
tained by any other means* If the Plan of a 
more equal Reprefentation fhould not prevail, 
the abolifliing places would prove rather a griev- 
ance than otherwife, becaufe now ii a man votes 
againft the intcreft of his Country, he is re- 
warded for fo doing by a place. If thefe are 
aboliflied, he muft be paid privately under the 
table, of courfe he become^ more dangerous, aQ 
open enemy being preferable to a Iccrct one. 

He ftated one material conlidcraiion in favour 
of an additional County Reprefentation, which 
was this : That it will emancipate the Minifter 
from the hands of monied men ; though he be- 
lieved that the loans of the two Lift years arofe 
from corrupt motives in the Minifter ; yet in 
general a Minifter could not help himfelf, being 
in the powxf of monied people. Tiie land bears 
the burthen of the war, and people will more 
chearfully fubmit to that burthen, when they 
know^ it is impofed by their Repreientatives, 
and not by Money- jobbers. 

Some perfons, he obferved, pay a greater re- 
gard to Autboriites than to arguments; he would 
therefore recur to a few authorities, illuftfating 
the propriety and ncceflity of the prefeut appU- , 
cation for a Parliamentary Reform, lie then 
read the opinions of Lord Bacon, Prelident Mon- 
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tefquieUjMr. Locke, Lord Bolingbrokc, and Mr* 
Jnftice Blackftone, on the danger of a corrupt in- 
fluence prevailing in the Legiflativc Body, and 
the neccffity of an equal and virtuous Reprefcnta- 
tion. He alfo quoted the words of tlic great Earl 
of Chatham : That if the rotten boroughs did 
not drop off thcmfelvcs within the century, they 
mull be amputated/* and that beautiful image, 
ttfed by the famd Noble Earl, when he mention- 
ed the neceflity of “ infufing frefh health and 
vigour into the found part of our Reprefenta- 
tion, by the addition of County Members/’ 

He adverted to the curious arguments ufed 
againft the meafure he was now enforcing, at a 
late Meeting of the County of Northumberland, 
viz. Idiat if we called for more County Mem- 
bers, the Minifters would call for more Land- 
Tax. This, he faid, was reverfing the obje<Eli- 
ons againll the American war. THEN it was 
denied that Eaxation and Reprefentation go to- 
gether. Noza they cannot be feparated, and we 
are not to be reprefented for fear of being taxed. 
The true anfwcr to this reafoning is, that a 
Governmeni is a rhcjp onc^ and that if we arc 
well governed we fhall not be opprefibd.” 

It might perhaps be objefted. That the prefent 
was an improper time to Petition Parliament. Mr. 
Charles lownfliend ufed to fay. Petitions were 
iinproper at two fcafons ; the fcafons of peace 
and the feafms of war. In peace, becaufe th^y 
tended to diflurb the general tranquillity j and, 

in 
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in war, bccaufe Minifters had fufficient cmpldy-^ 
nicnt for their abilities without being troubled 
with Petitions. Mr. Stanhope, however, thought 
this jujl the proper time : When we had ifelt the 
inconveniences refulting from a corrupt Floufe 
of Commons, it was the right moment to eman- 
cipate ourfelves from the tyranny of Minifters. 
It was the proper time^ bccaufe the Minifter foli- 
cited their fupport, and had pledged himfelf to 
give his affiftancc. The people, he obferved^ 
never got any thing from the Great, but when 
tlic Great ftand in need of the People. He afked 
how Magna Charta was got? — Not in a time of 
peace. Finally, he exhorted that refpectable 
Aflcmbly, from thefe conlldcrations, to perfevere 
iu their efforts, not doubting but they would be 
crowned with fuccefs. 

Dr. SwiNNEY, after complimenting Mr. Stan- 
hope on the rc^itude of his heart and Uic good- 
nefs of his head, exprclTcd his higheft approba- 
tion to the bufinefs of the day. 

Mr. Edmunds dwelt upon the prefent inade- 
quate ftate of the Reprefentation ; rejoiced that 
a profpc<5l of redreis was at hand, and exhorted 
his countrymen to unite in a firm phalanx, and 
tell Parliament they expeft relief, and muft have 
it ; complimented the Committee on their able 
and unbiafted exertions in the public caufe, and 
Ipokc in terms of the higheft refpecl of tlieii* 
worthy Chairman, whofe conduft, he faid* was 
above all praife. The Petition, lie faid, was no 

party 
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party matter, it ^vas neither calculated to em- 
barrafs the meafures of Government, nor difturb 
the peace of the nation ; and he hoped in God 
it would be crowned with the defired fuccefs. 

Gkneral Hal thought proper (as his Ma- 
jefty had honoured him with the command of a 
body of his forces, and as he was confequently 
in a different fitua^^ion from that in which he 
{loud v^hen laft in that room) to declare his 
principles. — He was a moft ftcady friend to Pe- 
titions of the People, and in that he thought 
himfclf a friend to the Crown. The Crown, he 
hoped, had now come over to the People. The 
interelis of the former Were infeparable from 
thofe of the latter. He hoped to fee the Peti- 
tion fuccccd, and to behold a free Parliament, 
by which the Crown as well as the People w ill 
be free. 

Alderman Sir Chari^ fs Turner came for- 
ward, and with great emotion of mind, ex- 
prelfcd, in the warmed terms, his efteem and 
veneration for the worthy General, whofe pub- 
Kc avowal of fentiments, fo pure and conftitu- 
tional, fituatcd as he was, muft endear him to 
his fellow-citizens. Sir Charles, alluding to the 
antient authorities quoted in favour of the pre- 
ient incafure, declared that thefe had much lefs 
"^tght with him than the authority derived 
from the wdfe and upright conduft of the County 
of York in its late and prefent proceedings ; and 
he hoped his children and grand-children would 

prefer 
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prefer reading the accounts of the loyal and 
peaceable Meetings of that County, its Commit* 
tec, and their Chairman, held in that place, to 
ftudying the claffics. No man,* he faid, could 
objcA to the Petition before them-r-it was mo- 
derate and refpeiftfuL Sir Charles related a 
converfation which he held laft Friday with the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. — ^lic told him he 
was coming to meet his Conftituents, and.aflced 
if he fliould v deliver any mefl'age from him re* 
fpeding the Melioration of Parliament. Mr. 
Pitt anfwered, “ That he moft certainly meant 
to go fully into the matter after the holidays, 
when he fliould be better informed of the fenfe 
of the People of England, and when, after the 
ncgociations for peace, now pending, he might 
be more at leifure to give the fubjeft that confi- 
dcration it merited. 

Mr. Hoggard rofe next, and as he held a 
place in the Corporation of .Beverley, thought it 
his duty to fpeak his mind on tlie prefent occa- 
iion. He gave the Meeting to underhand, that 
he had the honour of being a Magiftratc j and 
though not Chief Magiftratc, yet Deputy to Sir 
James Penny man, the prefent Mayor of Beverley. 
The Deputy then gave an account of a corre- 
fpondence he had had with his Chief refpefting 
the Circular Letter of the Committee, fent ta 
different Corporations; who appeared by his 
anfwers to difapprove of an application for a 
fteform of Parliament, as not well timed. — The 

Deputy 
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Deputy alfo produced a letter which he recom- 
luendcd the Chamber of Beverley to fend to 
Mr. Wyvill, but they declining to write, he 
thought it ncceffary to be produced and read at 
this Meeting. It difapproved of the Committee 
preferibing any Plan to Parliament, and thought 
it a more advifable ftep to contribute to the ex- 
ternal defence of the kingdom. The purport of 
what ^ the Speaker advanced feemed to go to 
prove, that Beverley was not a venal Corpora- 
tion, and that it ought not to fuffer with the 
others What language, fays lie, have I heard 
this day threaten Parliament ! — abolifh Bo- 

roughs ! — abolifli CUirporations ! fad arguments j 

What ! di>franclufe Beverley ! And fo Mr. 

Deputy ended. 

Sir Watts Horton thought that had Sir 
James Penny man, the Principal, delivered his 
opinion pcrfonally, it would have come with 
better grace than by his Deputy. That the Pe- 
tition was not at all atledled by any thing which 
had been advanced by the Deputy. The letter 
w'hich the Deputy had read was only his own 
private opinion, and the Chamber of Beverley 
had declined adopting it. He had heard of no 
threat to Parliament. They were only demand- 
irig what they conceived to be their rights. No 
innovation was intended. No alteration re- 
quired in the form of the Conftitution. It con- 
fined of King, X^ords, and Commons. — A fair 

Reprefentation 



C 6s a 

Rcprefentation in the Commons is all the People 
defire, which at prefent they have not. 

ISlr, Hill took the fame ground. The Con- 
ftitution, he faid, confiiled of three parts: A King 
hereditary ; hereditary Peers ; and a Houfe of 
Commons, which the Conftitution fuppofes to be 
cliofcn by the People. Unlefs the People have a 
real, active, and effective Rcprefentation of them- 
fclvcs in Parliament, they cannot, with propinety, 
be faid to have any ftiare in the Government 
of this country. The privilege of the Commons 
Houfe is, that the People arc to grant their own 
money by their own Reprefen tatives. The pre- 
ient Petition, therefore, does no more than re- 
pc It the Petition of Rights, where it fays, That 
no man fliall be compelled to make or yield any 
gift, loan, benevolence, or tax, without the 
COMMON CONSENT by Aa of Parliament.*' 
To prove that we are not duly reprefented, a 
ftronger cafe cannot happen than that of the laft 
General Eleftion, when, though the People were 
much difeontented with their Members, yet, 
through the prefent defeftive frame of the Houfe 
of Commons, they could do little towards the 
removal of thofe Members, or ( till fume time after* 
wards) of the Minifter they had long difapproved* 
Mr.Hoggard had objefted that this was not a pro- 
per time to petition ; Fact and hiftory would ihew 
us, that the propereft time to apply for the re- 
drefs of a grievance, was when it was felt. An 
Honourable Gentleman had remarked that Mag- 

U. E ua 
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na Charta was not obtained in the time of peace; 
he might have added, that the famous Bill ot 
Rights was alfo palfed upon the emergency of 
the cafe when prelling grievances exifted. The 
ceconomical Petition of this County was pre- 
fented under a felt grievance, and it was not 
without its effeft: The lioufc of Commons took 
it up, though in a time of war : Nor indeed is 
it their peculiar office to be employed in the ma- 
nagement of a war. Petitioning he aflerted to 
be the unalienable right of the People of England; 
as much their right as their lands or any otlier 
property ; and, for the reafons before given, he 
highly approved of the Petition under conli- 
deration. 

The Earl of Surrey remarked, that Mn 
Wyvill and the other Gentlemen had fpoken fo 
fully to the nicafures under difeuffion, that little 
more was left for him to fay, than to declare his 
entire approbation of thofe meafurcs. fie had, 
he faid, lately converfed with Gentlemen of the 
London and Weftminfter Committees, who in- 
formed him that thofe Committees did not dif* 
approve of the Propofitions recommended by 
the Yorkffiire Committee, otherwife than on 
account of the inexpediency of offering any fpe- 
cific Propofitions at this time. That thofe Com* 
mittees thought it better to Petition generally^ 
the means of meeting with univerfal approbation. 
His Lordfhip faid, that an addition of County 
Members imjl be adopted : That the Duke ot 

Richmond's 
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Richmond's Plan was merely theoretical, and 
generally deemed impracticable- Lord Surrey 
then related a converfation he had with hU 
Grace the Duke of Richmond, who faid that he 
had ftudied the Plan of a Parliamentary Reform 
from its fource, and that he thought the Repre- 
fentation not perfect, unlefs every man was re- 
prefented ; but as he found it was thought im- 
prafticable, he was ready to fupport any other 
Plan that might by the Public be thought more 
likely to fucceed. His Lordlliip faid, he wiflied 
that all thofe perfons who were oppofite to the 
Petition now before them, would have ftood 
forth and avowed fuch oppofition- Only one 
had appeareil ; the Gentleman from Beverley, 
who need not be apprehenfive for the late of 
that borough, as his Lordfhip conceived it to be 
a rcfpecfablc one. Indeed that Gentleman’s at- 
tendance there Ihcwed the borough to be con- 
feious of the ground on which it ftood. No 
perfon could be againft the prefent Petition, ex- 
cept the Proprietors of purchafed Boroughs. The 
conducl of Lord Gallway, the Proprietor of the 
Borough of PontefracbjWhocamethcreto fupport 
a meafurc, tending to overturn his own intereft, 
and of another Gentleman then prefent, * (the 
Proprietor of half a borough) ought to be held 
E 2 out 

• Henry Peirfe, Efq? of Bedale, Proprietor of half of the Bo- 
rough of Northallerton ; to whom, and to Lord Gall way, the vote 
of thanks by the County, on this occa^on, was jufily due. 
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cut as a reproach to thofe men who wi£h to 
hand well with the People, and yet fupport in 
Parliament, with all their eloquence, the with- 
holding from them thofe Rights which time hag 
robbed them of. Before Lord Surrey fat down, 
he oblervcd that he was lately appointed Lord 
Lieutenant of the 'Weft- Riding of this County, 
but he was as independent as ever. He was 
tlie Servant of the People, and ready to obey 
ihcir commands. Ilis Lordfliip concluded with 
obferving, that the inequality of our Reprefen- 
tation was a mortal grievance, which, if re- 
moved, our Conftitutlon would ftand a chance 
of perpetuity. 

The Petition and theRefolutions approving the 
Propolitions of the Circular Letter, and poftpon- 
ing. the Meafure of Inftruftions, having been 
adopted by the Meeting, Mr. Wyvill addrclTed 
the Meeting again. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The Petition having been adopted, with una- 
nimous approbation by this Meeting, 1 rife with- 
out hefitation to propoie the rc-appointment of 
your Committee with its former powers. With- 
out fuch a Deputed Body, the meafurcs you have 
juft agreed to can have no continued fupport. 
It is the great difadvantage of the People, that, 
in all their exertions, the Colle<ftive Body can- 
not frequently be called together • it would be 

too 
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[oo fatiguing to zffemble the Freeholders from 
every part of this great County, on any but 
Treat and important queftions. The appoint- 
ment of a Committee to manage the detail of 
bufinefs, is ufual in matters of lefs moment ; in 
I queftion of this magnitude it is abfolutcly ne- 
:eirary, it is indeed the only pacific meafure by 
ivhich you can have a chance of fuccefs. Before 
the commencement of thefc County Meetings, 

[ found difeontents prevailing, and I heard lan- 
guage which, in my apprehenfion, had a ten- 
dency to commotion : 1 thought it behoved an 
lioncil: man to try what could be done for pro-, 
curing Redrefs regular and legal meaiis^ With 
this view I came forward from that fituation of 
D!)reurc, but liappy independence, from which 
noiliing could have brought me forth, but a 
Tcnfc of danger to the Liberties of our Country, 
[iViiat has been done by the Committee, appears 
to me to have been for the good of the country; 
inci I am alfo fully fatisfied, it has been done 
lawfully. There was a time when men in power 
iv'ore not a little concerned to find out any ille- 
gility in the proceedings of your Committee : 

It tlierc had been any, it much behoved them to 
point it out. If other arguments for the law- 
iulncfs of Committees were wanting, I lliould 
be fuisfied in it from the acquiefcence of thofc 


pacn whofe intcreft it was to break them up. 

the courfe of this bufinefs I have had my 
Tnarc of fatigue, I have met with obloquy and 
E 3 reproach 



t TP 1 

rcprpach, but I ftood forth from an apprchen. 
fioh of danger to the Conftitution: I feel myfelf 
Supported by the confcioufnefs of having afted 
as became an honeft man, unconnefted with men 
in power or out of it: I am happy in the appro, 
bation which my friends have expreffed ; and 
and while I have the confidence of this Affembly, 
I ftiall not withdraw from the Public Service. 

t therefore move that the Committee be re- 
appointed with its former powers. 

The motion for re-appointing the Committee 
having been palfcd, Refolutions, expreffing the 
fenfe of the Meeting, refpeefing the benefits 
•^hich will accrue to the nation from the cecono- 
mical bills, &c. palTed laft Seffion, and thanking 
Lord Vifcoiint Gallway, Mr. H. Peirfe, and Mr 
Frankland, for their difintercfted fupport of 
Petition which aflefts their private property, 
were unaninioufly agreed to. 

Lord Gali.way then rofc, and expreffed hh 
fatisfviftion in finding that any aft he had done 
merited the approbation of fo refpeftable an 
Aflembly. His Lordfhip acquainted them that 
he had the honour of propofing a fimilar Petition 
to the prefent one at the late Meeting of Noi- 
tinghamlhirc, which, though then figned but 
by few names, the T^Iccting being thinly attend- 
ed, (owing to infufficient notice) had now re- 
ceived the fignaturc of a confiderable majority 
of the Freeholders. Nothing iliould be wanting 
in his endeavours, either in or out of the Houfc> 
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ro promote the objects of thefe Petitions. His 
LorcHhip declared his perfuafion, that as we have 
rcafon to think the prefent Miniftry are with us 
in the meafure of promoting an equality in the 
Parliamentary Reprefentation, it cannot be urged 
h)r\vard in a better moment than the prefent. 

The Meeting having alfo voted thanks to the 
Rev. Mr. Wyvill, lie came forward, and faid, 

Mr. Chairman, 

I feel myfelf much at a lofs for words. I am 
much affefted by the vote of thanks, by fo re- 
fpcctablc an Affembly. I can only fay, fince my 
conducT: has the approbation of this Meeting, I 
trull 1 fliall have the honefty and the courage to 
perfevere in it. 


E4 
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Paper I. 

Letter from the Committee of Southwark, to the 
flhairman of the Committee of Aflociation of 
the County ^ York, with the Refolution of the 
Southwark Committee, on Friday the 22 d day 
ef November y 1782, annexed. 


Sir, 

YOUR kind favour, convey, 
ing the fentiments of the Yorklhire Committee, 
I received the 20th inftant, and agreeable to 
your requeft laid it before the firft Meeting of 
the Southwark Committee, by whom I am dc- 
fired to tranfmit to you the Refolutions of a 
General Meeting of the Eleftors of Southwnrk, 
holden at St. Margaret^s Hill on Thurfday laft, 
and alfo the Refolutions of the Committee. I 
am further defired by the Southwark Commit- 
tee to inform you, they will at all times be 
happy to receive any information the Gentlemen 
the Yorldhire Committee may be pleafed to 
communicate. 

t am. Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

RICH. CARPENTER SMITH. 
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AT a Meeting of the Southwark Committee 
on Friday the a ad day of November, 
178a, 

RICHARD CARPENTER SMmi, Efq; 

In the Chair. 

THIS Meeting having taken into confidera- 
tion a Letter received by Mr. Smith from the 
Rev, Mr. C. Wyvill, the Chairman of the York- 
fhire Committee, 

Refolved, That copies of the Rcfolutions 
and Petition, made and fettled in Common Hall 
yefterday, be fent by the Chairman to Mr. Wy- 
vill, and that he be acquainted that this Com- 
mittee will adopt and mean to abide by the 
fame. 


Paper IL 
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Rirfolutions at a Meeting of the EIe<?lors South- 
wark, ow the 2\Ji day of November, 1782. 


SOUTHWARK. 

AT a Meeting of the Eleftors of this Bo- 
rough in Town Hall affembled, on Thurf- 
day the 21ft day of November, 1782, 
purfuant to public advertifement. 

JOSEPH QTJINCEY, Efq; in the Chair. 

Refolved unanimoufly, . 

T hat the moll excellent Conftitutiqn of Eng- 
land, as formed by our forefathers, appears 
to us in no circumftances more grievoully de- 
, faced than in the prefent unequal Reprefentatioii 
of the People, which continual experience hath 
proved to be no lefs produclive of calamities to 
this country than deftruftivc to the Rights of 
l^gliflimen, 

1; Refolved unanimoufly. That without a com- 
^r^enfivc and thorough Reform- of the Repre- 
^l^tation of the People, there can neither be any 
4^ical cure of the corruption ariflng from Mi- 
suRerial influence, nor any permanent fecurity 

againft 



againfl treachery or fadHon, to the wifeft anfj - 
moft virtuous, whofe beft fupport is from ||s 
Houfe of Commons, which fprings as ours was^ 
intended to do really and effediually from thag^ 
mafs of the people. 

Refolved unanimoully. That long Parliament^ - 
having been found by experience produftive 
bribery and corruption at elections, it is there- 
fore Jiighly ncce?iary for the recovery and iccu- 
riiy of our liberties, and the trueintereft of the 
people, to re-eftablifh that conftitutional dura-, 
tion of Parliaments fettled at the Revolution. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That the Petition now 
read be approved and engroffed, and ligned by 
the Chairman. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That our Reprefenta- 
tives be inliruclcd, and they are hereby inftrufled 
to ufe their utmoft endeavours to obtain eircdu- 
ally the grand objec1:s of this Petition, and to 
pi efent the faiti Petition to the Commons tioufe 
of Parliament. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That the thanks of this' 
Mccung be given to Sir Richard Hotham, one - 
ot the Reprefentatives for this borough, for his-- 
unreniittedatf endance on Parliamentary bpfmels, 
and for his Heady and uniform conduiH in flip- 
porting the true intereft of this country in Ge- 
neral, and the Borough of Southwark in pa^i- 
cuUr, cfpccially for his fupport given in the lafi. 

ion, for a Committee to be. appointed for an^ 
Jiuiuiry into the Reprefentation of the kingdom*' 

an4’ 



i tod for the voting for the fliortening the dura. 
/ISon of Pa^rBament. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That a Committee be 
appointed to correlpond and confer with the 
other Comihittees of the Cities 3Lnd Counties of 
^|he kingdom, for promoting the object of the 
^^fetition, and fuch other meafures as may be 
^^jconducive to Parliamentary Reformation. 

, r unanimoufly, That the following 

gentlemen compofe the Committee, viz. Mr. 
Dunkin, Mr. Henry Sumner, Mr. John Burnitt, 
Mr. Webfter, and Mr. Speck, of St. John^s ; — 
Mr* Bonsfield, Mr. Griffin, and Mr. Holcombe, 
irf St. Olave > — Richard Carpenter Smith, Efq^ 
Mr. Bradley, and Mr. Stafford, of St. Saviour; — 
,Mr. Saunders, of St. Thomas ; — and William 
Winter, Efq; Mr. Henry Pigeon, fen. and Mr. 
Quincey, of St. George^s. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That the faid Com- 
mittee have power to add to their number. 

^ Refolved unanimoufly. That the thanks of 
^his Meeting be given to our worthy Members, 
jfor th<nr ready attendance this day in the Town- 
Hall. 

Refolved, That it is the inftruflion of this 
^^ommon-Hall to the Reprefentatives of this Bo- 
^Ugh, that they do vote for triennial Parlia- 
; inputs, in preference to feptennial, whenever 
lUch a Bill lhall be brought before the Houfc of 
;^ommons— one diffentient. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That the thanks of this 

Common 
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Common Hall be given, to the Chairman, for 
impartial behaviour. 

Refolved, That the Refblutions of this day 
publiilied in the London Courant. . 

Signed, by order of the Meeting, 

JOS. QUINCEY, Chairman, 


Paper III. 

Letter from Robert Lake, Mayor of Bida 
■ ford, to the Chairman of the Committee g 
Aflbeiation County York. 


Sir, 


Bideford, Nor. aa, i/8a* 


AS Mayor of this place, I was this 
day honoured with your printed proceedings of 
the Committee of Afibciation for the County 
York, on the 3 1 ft of October and the ift inftant, 
which I beg leave to allure you meet with my 
warmeft approbation, but this town (^though^^ 
no fmall confequence) hath not the honour ^ 
being reprefented in Parliament. 

I am. Sir, 

Your moft humble fervant, 

ROB. LAKE, 

Mayor of Bideford, Devon. 
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Paper IV. 

|i^tter from the Corporation of Tenby, to the 
Chairman of the Committee of Affociation of 
the County of Y ork. 


BY the order and unanimous confent of the 
Mayor and Common Council of the Bo- 
rough of Tenby, aflembled on a general 
fummons, figned by Lawrence Cook, 
Mayor ; William Williams, Alderman 
and Town Clerk *, Thomas Williams, 
Alderman ; Henry Williams, Alderman; 
Robert Reed, Alderman ; Evan Bevan, 
Chamberlain; Walter Bevan, John Sayer, 
Hugh Mountjoy, Harry Morgan, Com- 
mon Councilmen of the faid Borough. 

Reverend Sir, 

THE Mayor of this Borough having 
received account of the Proceedings of the York- 
Committee of Affociation, refpefting Re- 
formation of Parliament, with all convenient fpeed 
i^mblcd the Common Council to confider the 
They think themfelves highly honoured 
[1^ the application of that refpedlable conven- 
tion to the Corporation of Tenby for their opi- 
nion aad advice; and hold themfelves bound 

to 
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to communicate their bdl fentiments oft that’ 
very important 

Firft, they are perfeftly fenlible that there are 
many objediiohablc Boroughs ; they cannot iky 
how many, namely, fuch as are gone to decay,, 
and have few or no conftituents ; for where 
there is fcarce any one to be reprefented, r^re- 
fentation Ihould ceafe. But if the fewBurgefles 
of lueh places be united with the Freeholders 
of their refpeftive County, (as in County Bo- 
rouglis) that feems a fufficient compenfation.— 
A Reprefentation alfo where the Crown has the 
afeendant, is totally unconftitutional ; for Par- 
liament is the Guardian of the Rights and Pro- 
perty of the SubjcA, Counties, undoubtedly, 
i'liould have a greater weight in the Parliamen- 
tary fcale ; a great County being now equalled 
by even an e-vanefeent BorougJt. — But moft elec- 
toral Boroughs have now, more or lefs, loft the 
benefit of their privilege. Occafional Burgcfles 
are fo numerous as to out-poll Freemen through 
Right ; and a benefit which fhould be local, no 
ongcr is fo. I'he following perfons have the 
left pretenfions^to local franchifes, fuch as either 
bcfiire or after admifllon to their freedom, ac- 
quire a legal fettlement there, by birth, fervicc, 
apprcnticefliip, office, taxes, tenure, or property; 
Inch as have refided there fome-time, efpedally if 
rHidcnt when madeBurgeffes; fuchashavemarri- 
a freeman’s daughter ; fervedorfcrvea cbrpo-' 
ration office, or in the military by fea or la’hd. ' 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, As to the Septennial Bill, if Rcpre- 
fentatives abulc their truil, are corrupt, or fpeak 
not the voice of their Conftituents, the fooner 
they can be exchanged the better ; for if their 
own Angle opinion differs from that of their 
numerous Elcftors, the latter ought not to be 
fuppreffed, bccaufe it may prove the moft or- 
tliodox* 'i’he molt we think a Member (who, 
we allow, is fo for himfelf as well as others) can 
do, is, after juftly reporting the fenfe of his 
C.onftitucnts, to declare his own, and why he 
difapproves of theirs. 

Thirdly, ('opyholdcrs of inheritance, whofc 
property cannot bo aileded at the Lord of the 
Manor’s will, but ffands fecure on the bails of 
invariable and permanent cuffoms, ought to 
have a Repreh ntativc ; for laws may be made 
affecting copyholds iolcly, and fuch eftates arc 
liable to Parliamentary charges : a Reprefenta- 
tivc can moll cffciTually afiert their caufe. 

Fourthly, Fictitious and nominal votes fliould 
be by all means abolifhed in Scotland, and every 
where clfe. 

I am. Reverend Sir, 

With great rcl'peCl, 

Your moft humble fervant, 

W* WILLIAMS, Town Clerk. 

P. S. Diftincl from the Members of the Bo- 
rough of Tenby, 1 beg to mention myfelf as a 
copyholder. At the laft Eleftioii for Pcnibrokc- 

fhirc. 
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Hiirc, I told the Sheriff’s Deputy, ‘‘ I lived on 
:i conliderablc CopyhokI Eftatc of Inheritance, 
in rlic Parifh and Manor of St. Florence, which 
1 could not vote, for, and therefore voted for a 
freehold of 40s. a year in St. Mary’s, in Tenby, 
Iwhich 1 did not live on.” — As I was debarred 
from voting for a conliderablo Kftatc within the 
County, 1 fought amends through the other tri- 
^id I'ilatc, entitling me to that right which the 
otlicr was excluded from the honour of con- 
ferring on me ; though the fine is certain, per- 
jn incut, and fmall, being two-pcncc an acre, 
:uid a court-fee of fixteen-pencc ; a lieiiot. at 
de,u]n of the bell beak, for which 40s. is fublH- 
tutc:.l; an annual fee-farm rent of eight-pence 
an aci c paid to the auditor, as is done for many 
I rechold Eftates alfo. We owe atlcnduncc at 
flic Courts of the Manor, ;is pcrlbns aifo do at 
the Courts of Freehold Manors. We mull trails- 
kr 1 inds according to the conllant cuiiom; and 
thclc arc all our obligations. - I know feveral 
I’ V holders who have alfo Copyuold Eftates in 
Mciors belonging to Lord Milford, yet voted 
‘ii.it him. One in particular proved that his 
p^rdihlp’s own tenants had no right to vote, 

^ hi.> Lordfhip was only a grantee under the 
and hi^d no power to convert the fufpend- 
bd Copyhold, in the Lord of the Manor’s Iiands, 
hUo I rechold ; as none under the Lord of the 
* or has that power; nor could he grant a 
b nn on thofe Eftates different from liis own 
' f from 
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from the Crown, Thefe Electors Ihew that many 
Copyholders arc not tinder fo great an awe of 
the perfon who is or reprefents the Lord of the 
Manor, as Leffees of Freehold Eftates frequently 
are of their rclpe^ive Landlords. 

I remain. Sir, 

Your moft humble fervant, 

W. WILLIAMS. 


Paper V. 

Letter /m// the Lord Provost of Glafgow to the 
Chairman of the Committee of AlTociation of 
the County ^York. 


Council Chamber, Nov. aS, lySa. 

Sir, 

I HAD the honour to receive 
your letter of the ill inllant, tranfmitting an 
account of the proceedings of the Committee of 
Affociation for the County of York, at their late 
Meeting, held on the 3 ill of 0<5lober. 

I obferve that the objecl of thefe proceedingi> 
is to promote meafures for the Reformation ot 
Parliament: and for this purpofe that the York- 
ihire Committee wifh to have a free communi- 
cation 
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cation with the Corporation of Glafgow, on the 
fubjecl of thofe abufes which are confidercd as 
injurious to the Conftitution, hoping, by tlieir 
opinion and advice, to be enabled to judge what 
Propolltions for the Reformation of Parliament 
it may be expedient to recommend to the in- 
tended General Meeting of the County of York, 
on the 19th of December next.’* 

Agree iblc, therefore, to the wifhes of fo re- 
fpeclable a Body as the Yorkfliire Allbciation, 

I ilid not fail to lay tliefe Proceedings, as well 
ilic Letter you did me the honour to write me, 
before the Corporation of this City, who have 
iiilirucfed me to return you their beft thanks 
for the very full and free communication of the 
fentiments of your Affociated Committee, and 
to alilire you that they fliall be ready at all times 
and on all occafions to interpofe their feeble aid 
in promoting every proper meafurc that fhall 
have for its objccfl the prefervation of our inva- 
luable Conftitution, as well as a Reform of thofe 
real grievances which are connedled with Par- 
iianicntary Repfefentation. 

In difeuffing this important fubjedf, the Cor- 
poration of Glafgow have much fatisfa<ftion ia 
obferving that the Yorkfhirc Committee approve 
of the refpeef and deference to Parliament whicht 
other Affociated Bodies of great refpeftability 
ni Lngland have manifefted, in requefting in ge- 
neral terms a Redrefs of Parliamentary griewncesm 
they have no doubt but, in the ipecific Plan 
F % of 
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of Reformation which is propofed to be rccom- 
mended to Parliament, the fame delicacy, mo- 
deration, and attention to the dignity of the 
Ixglllaturc, will mark the conduct of every 
Conftituent Body in the kingdom, as the beft 
means of infuring fuccefs in the great national 
objed they have in view. 

As finccre Friends of the Conftitution, the 
Corporation of Glafgow do not hefitate in de- 
claring that they would be forry to fee too cx- 
teniive a Syftein of Reformation raflily obtrud- 
ed on Parliament, Icaft, by grafping at too much, 
the whole might mifearry. They arc very doubt, 
ful too, whether the prefent moment is the beil 
calculated for luch objeds of diflicult difcuHioii, 
in the midft of a formidable and complicates 
war, when the ablcft heads and the beft heart* 
in the nation ought to be engaged in the more 
immediate conftderation of the means moil pro 
per to extricate this country from its prefer: 
calamitous fituation. 

Although all ranks of men in Great-Britai; 
may readily admit the propriety of 'Parliament 
ary Reform, I fear it will not be eafy to procur 
the concurrence of any Conftituent Body as t 
a fpecific mode of improvement. 

On this head the Corporation of Glafg-ow ar 
hy no means prepared to give a decided opin: 
on : If they defeended to matters fpecific, the 
would naturally be led to confidcr their o^v 
lituation, and the trading towns on the banl 
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of the Clyde, forming a body of near 100,000 
people, reprefcnted only by one Member, and 
that Member eleAed by four Delegates, of which 
this City only fends one, who is chofen by the 
Corporation compofed of no more than thirty 
individuals. 

It will certainly be a proper mcafiire, and a 
great objeeb of National Legiflative Reform, to 
abolifh all the fmall Boroughs in every part of 
tlic united kingdom, more particularly thofe 
under the influence of the Crown. And if an 
uiditional Reprefentation is to be given to the 
Metropolis, it is humbly fubmitted whether it 
fhouid not extend in the lame proportion to 
the great Towns of Briftol, Liverpool, Man- 
chefter, Glalgow, Leeds, Birmingham, Shcflield, 
and others not at prefen t Rcprelcnted in Parlia- 
ment. 

rhe Corporation of Glafgow cannot fufiici- 
cnlly applaud the moderation and true public 
fpirit of the Yorkfliire Committee, in refolving 
p) abandon any of thofe Propofitions that fliall 
not receive the approbation and concurrence 

a decided majority of the principal Towns 
aiid Counties who fupport the claim of Parlia- 
mentary Reformation, and thereby facrificc their 
to that harmony and union, without 
wlfich it is impoffible to expect fuccefs. 

1 have the honour to be with great refpeft 
confideration. Sir, 

Tour moft obedient, mod humble fervant, 
PAT. COLqUHOUN, Provoft. 
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Paper VI, 

Letter from the Chairman of the ’Committee oj 
the County of Flint, to the Chairman of the 
Committee of Affociation of the County of 
York. 


Sir, 

I AM inftruclcd by the Flintfliire Com- 
mittee, at their Meeting on Wednefday lafl, to 
allure you tliat they think theinfclves much hO' 
noured by the open and candid communication 
of the fentinicnts of the Yorkfliire Gentlemen. 
They entirely approve of the refpecl and defer- 
ence (hewn to the Commons Houfe of Parlia- 
ment, whilft they muft at the fame time admire 
the true conftitutional fpirit which appears in 
their inllrvictions to their Reprefentatives. They 
arc not apprehenlive that any man who wifhes 
to promote a Reform in Parliament, can raife u 
material objeclion to the disfranchifement of the 
obnoxious Boroughs : Half the money now ex- 
pended in bribing their Members would pur- 
chafe the fee fimplc, either of the Proprietor or 
the Burgciles, at the market price ; this could 
not bear the fliadow of injuftice, and in fomc 
cafes, perhaj^s, it may be nccclTary to confolidatc 

two 
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two or three, or more, as was done in Scotland 
at the union, and has been the cafe of all the 
Boroughs in this part of the Principality. Wc 
are fatisfied that without fomething of this kind, 
the addition to the County Members will avail 
very little indeed. 

The Gentlemen who attended the laft Meet- 
ing, in Flintfliire, have unanimoufly adopted 
your iiillructions to be propofed to that County 
next month. They have alfo taken the liberty 
to add the following : 

lhat in conjunction with the above methods 
of preferving the Conftitution, you will ufe your 
lit moil: endeavours to leffen, by all fair and prac- 
ticable means, the enormous patronage of the 
Crown ; fince as long as the Miniilcr has every 
thing to give that every man wants, it will be 
impoffiiilc that the Parliament or the People 
fhould be preferved incorrupt.’^ 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient. 

And very humble fervant, 

W. D. SHIPLEY. 

^l.^zracH-PARK, Nov. 29, 1782, 


F4 


Paper VII. 
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Taper VII. 

Letter J'rom the Mayor of Gloucefter to the Cliair- 
man cf the Committee of Affociation of the 
Comity rf York, -with RTcfolutions by the City 
of Glouccl'tcr annexed. 


Sir, 

I HAD the honour of your 
J.ctter of the ifi: inftant, which contains objccTis 
of fuch ^i cat national importance, that I thought 
it niy duly to convene the Corporation of this 
C ity ; ogether, and lay it before them. The Cor- 
poration ever dollrous of co-operating witli the 
rclhectablc Coinmittec of the County of York in 
the great work of Reformation, and to Iho w how 
much they wifh for unanimity upon thefc na- 
tionai points, immediately came to Refolutions, 
copies whereof I have the honour to inclofc. The 
Corporation alfo think that the original objeef of 
the Petitioning Counties and Bodies of national 
ceconomy fhould not be loft fight of, and have 
therefore come to the 5th Refolution to inftrucT: 
the Rcprcl’cntalives of this city to that end, and 
hope for the concurrence of the Yorklhirc Meet- 
ing therein. 

I am. Sir, with great efteem. 

Your moft obedient and moft humble fervant, 
RICHARD WEBB, Mayor. 

Gloucester, Nov, 30, 1784 
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City I at a Common Council Houfe^ 

held at the Tolfey, in the fame City, on 
Wednefday the 27th day of November, 
in the twenty-third year of the reign of 
our Sovereign Lord George the i bird, 
by the Grace of God, of Great-Britain, 
France, and Ireland, King, Defender of 
the Faith, and fo forth, and in the year 
of our Lord one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and eighty- two, 

Rcfolvcd unanimoufly. That the following 
Petition Ihall pali under the Seal of this Corpo- 
ration, and be prefented by the Repreibntatives 
of tills City, at a proper time, under the direc- 
tion of the Mayor. 

To the Honourable the Houfe of Commons of 
Great-Britain in Parliament alTcmbled. 

The Humble Petition of the Mayor, Aldermen, 

Slicriffs, and Common Council of the City of 

Gioucefter, in Council afl'emblcd, 

Sheweth, 

that your Petitioners confider the Britifh 
Conftitution as originally framed, the moft per- 
f^a fyftern of good government that can poflibly 
CXI 1C, being admirably calculated to promote the 
Cafe and happinefs of the fubjeef. 

Your Petitioners further fliew. That the al- 
terations 
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tcrations which have been introduced into that 
Conftitution arc inimical to thofe free principles 
on which it is founded, and that the extreme 
inequality in the Rcprefentation of the People, 
the long duration of Parliaments, and the very 
expenfive mode of Eledion for Reprefentatives, 
are meafurcs fundamentally wrong, and griev- 
ances of an alarming tendency. 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly intreat this 
Honourable lloufe to take the fame into their 
moft ferious conlidcration, and apply fuch reme- 
dy to thefe great Conftitutional evils, as to the 
wifdorn of the lloufe lliall feem meet. 

And your Petitioners fliall ever pray, &;c. 

Refolvcd unanimoufly. That the Reprefenta- 
tives of this City ihall be inhruefed, 

ill, Tofupport a Bill which may be brought 
into Parliament for abolilhing at leaft fifty of 
the moft obnoxious Boroughs, providing for the 
Eleeftors, in the fcvcral Boroughs abolillicd, a 
proper gratuitous compcnfaiion for their ^extin- 
guiflicd franchifes ; and enabling them to vote 
together with the Freeholders in clc<ftions for 
Knights of the refpcclive Siiires to which they 
belong, and alfo adding an adequate number of 
Members, not lefs than a hundred in a due pro- 
portion, to the fevcral Counties and the Metro- 
polis, 

ad. To move or to fupport a motion for the 
repeal of tlie beptennial acl, 

3d, Alfo 
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^d, Alfo to fupport any Bill which may be 
brought Into Parliament for admitting Proprie- 
tors of copyhold lands of inheritance, with line 
certain, of the clear yearly value of forty fliillings, 
to vote at county cleftions of Members of Par- 
liament throughout the kingdom, 

4th, Alfo to fupport the application of any 
County in Scotland for fetting alide nominal and 
fictitious votes, and for regulating Eleftions to 
Parliaments, in that part of tlie kingdom, in a 
manner agreeable to the true intent and fpirit 
of the ConlHtution, 

5th, and lallly. To fupport and further all 
Propofitions for national oeconomy. 

Rcfolved unanimoufly. That the thanks of 
this Meeting fliall be given to the lykiyor for 
calling this Houle, and laying Mr. WyvilPs 
Letter before them. 

Rcfolved unanimoufly. That tliefe Refolutions 
fliall be publiflied in the next Gloucellcr news- 
papers, and in the St. James's Chronicle, and 
ill To in the Briftol news-paper. 

Signed, by order, 

J. W. JEPSON, Deputy 
Town Clerk. 


Paper VIIL 
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Paper VIII. 

Letter from the Sheriff’ of the County of Moray, 
to the Chairman of the Committee of AlTocia* 
tion of the County ^York. 


Blervie near Ferres, County of Moray^ 
November %6, 178a. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter, inclo- 
fing the Proceedings of the Committee of Aflb- 
elation for the County of York. I he rcfpec- 
table names Mdiicli conipofcd that meeting, muff 
give their decifions great weight and influence; 
but it does not become a perfon of fuch limit- 
ted and confined views to fuggeff his inadequate 
fentiments upon fubjeefs which require fuch 
deep reflection, and enlargement of thought. 
The rapid progrefs of nominal and fi^itious 
qualifications,, by which the independency and 
freedom of cleclion are fo clfcntially wounded, 
pointed out to fome Gentlemen of liberal prin- 
ciples to call a Meeting of real proprietors, in 
order to collect the fenfe of the rcfpc<ftable part 
of the County upon a matter of fuch intcrefting 
concern. I’lie Gentlemen were unanimoufly of 
opinion, that the pradice was unconftitutional, 

and 
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and fubjecl: to the greateft abufes ; and they ap- 
pointed a Committee at Edinburgh to corre- 
ipond and concur with the other Counties.—* 
Sir James Grant has been repeatedly Praefes of 
fcvcral Meetings held at Edinburgh, at which 
landed proprietors from every County attended j 
and as moft of.thc counties have publifhed fimi- 
Lir refolutions, I make no doubt but the fcheme 
will meet with general approbation, unlefs where 
genuine fentiment is obftrucled and over-ruled 
i)y particular influence. 1 lhall tranfmit your 
letter to Sir James Grant, who is alone able, 
and I am certain will be inclined upon applica* 
lion, to give the neceflary fatisfa<!l:ion relative 
to the points you mention ; and his fentiments 
will be explanatory of all the fteps that have 
been taken at the different Committees. I pre- 
fume that every friend to liberty and virtuous 
independence, without predile<5lion or partial 
bias, muft ardently wifh a fair and equal repre- 
ientation over the whole ifland, but the mode 
of obtaining this invaluable objc<^l, Hoc opusj hie 
I<ihyr c/2. I truft. Sir, you will do me the juftice 
tu believe that my general manner of writing 
upon a fubjecl in which you are fo much inter- 
^ lied, proceeds from want of proper light, and 
bami no idea inconfiftent with the refpedt and 
cllccm with vrhich I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient. 

And very humble fer\'ant, 
LEWIS DUFF. 
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Pabcr IX. 

JL 

Letter fro7n the ShcrilF of Fife, to the Chairman of 
the Committee of Aflbeiation of the County of 
York. 


Cupar, County of Ftp, Dec. 2, 1782. 

Sir, 

I was favoured with your letter 
of the firft of laft month, regarding the Refolu- 
tions of the Aflbeiation for the County of York. 
I fliall take the firfl opportunity of laying your 
letter before a General Meeting of the County. 
Mean time I beg leave to acquaint you, that the 
Freeholders in this part of the united kingdom, 
arc taking the nccellary fteps for reiloring the 
former purity of cle^ions, previous to an appli- 
cation to Parliament upon that fubjcct. 

1 have the honour to be. Sir, 

. Your moll obedient humble fervant, 
CLAUD BOSWELL, Sheriff 
of Fife. 


Paper X. 
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Paper X. 

\.QX.tQX from the Conftables of Manchefter, to the 
Chairman of the Committee of AlTociation of 
the County ^York, 


Rev. Sir, 

WE have been favoured with 
yours of the firft inft. containing an account of 
the Proceedings of thofe Gentlemen who call 
thernfeiv^es a Committee of Aflbeiation for the 
County of York. 

The town of Mancheftcr is fortunately no 
Corporation ; but we have confultcd many of 
its principal inhabitants upon the important 
iui^jecT of your letter, and they arc generally of 
opinion, that it is by no means proper, in the 
preient critical fituation of public aflhirs, to raife 
tiifputcs and difl'ention in the kingdom about 
iltcring and amending our excellent Confiitu- 
lion, under which the inhabitants of Great- 
briiain and her colonics have, for this laft cen- 
tury ^ enjoyed more real liberty and property 
tlian any nation upon earth. They are afraid 
it will tend to difturb that harmony and unani- 
uiity now fo cffeutially necellary to the welfare 
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of tills Country, and to divert the attention of 
our Rulers from what ought to be the firft of 
their conccriis, namely, to bring to a fpcedy and 
happy end the prefent dangerous and expenfive 
War, upon the event of which not only the fu- 
turc improvements of conftitution, but even the 
cxiftence of the Britifli Empire depends. 


Wc have the honour to be> with all due de- 
fcrcncc and refpeft. 

Rev. Sir, 

Tour very humble fervants> 

GEO. BARTON, 

JAMES 


MatVCHESTERi Nov. 19, 178a. 


Pa/>cr XI. 
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Paper' XI. 

Letter from the Mayor ^Petersfield, to the Chair- 
man of the Committee of Affociation <f the 
County ^York. 


PETERSFIELD, DCC. 1783. 


Sir, 

I HAVE laid your Letter be- 
fore the moft refpeftable perfons in Pctersficld, 
who dcfirc me to acquaint you, that they are 
^ very apprehenfive that you and your AlTociation 
[ will do much iiyury to Old England, They 
I feci that they live happy under the Conftitution, 
hy law eftabliflied, and they dclirc no altera- 
tions. 

I am. Sir, 

Your moft humble fervant, 

EDWARD PERRYER, Mayor. 


II 


G 


Paper XII. 
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Paper 2^11. 

Letter from the Mayor Poole, to the Chairman 
of the Committee of AiTociation of the County 
eTYork. 


Poole, Dec. 2, 1782. 

Sir, 

, AT a time 'when the almoft 

certainty of loofing the .Thirteen Provinces of 
America, overwhelms with grief every one who 
Wifhes well to the country; I am aftonifhed that 
you, who ought to think ferioufly, Ihould pa- 
tronize and fupport any Plan of pretended Re- 
formation in the State, a mcafure which his 
Majefty told you in his fpeech, foon after the 
late riots in I^ondon, was always productive 
either of ruin to the perfons concerned, or of a 
Revolution in, Government. However, in con- 
fequence of your Circular Letter, I have con- 
vened this Corporatioh, and laid it before them, 
who are unanimous of opinion, that Affiliations, 
refpefting the fevcral matters hinted at in your 
JiCtter, are in all. events extremely dangerous j 
and, I affure you, their fentiments entirely coin- 
cide with my own.: and we think ourfelves 
better employed in fupporting the pre^nt laws 

: than 
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than we fhould be in lending any affiftance to 
new model the Conftitution of Great-Britain, — ^ 
the beft in the Univerfc, and the obje£l of envy 
to our Enemies. 

1 have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient 

Humble fervant, 
BENJAMIN LISTER, Mayor* 


Paper XIII. 

Letter from the Commonalty of Poole, io the 
Chairman of the Committee of Ailociation 
of the County ^ York. 


Rev* Sir, 


Town and County of Poo|;.», 
Dec. 12, 1792. 


ON the receipt of your Cir* 
culir Letter, the Mayor of this Corporation prL. 
vately lutnmoned together the Bailiffs and B«r- 
gpfles, in number about eighty, leaving out the 
ummonalty, in number, about two hundred, 
(although they are an integral part of the por- 
Body, as efiabliihed by all the charters) 
C ^ becaule 
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becaufe he well knew the Commonalty would 
have unanimoufly refolved and advifed the fame 
patriotic fteps that you are taking. The refult 
of the Meeting of the Mayor, Bailiffs, and Bur- 
geffes, you are already acquainted with by the 
Letter they have fent you. 

However we think it incumbent on us to in- 
form you that we cannot overlook fo partial a 
method of collecling the fentiments of this place, 
efpccially as we had previoufly refolved on pre- 
fenting a refpeclfiil Petition to Parliament, fiini- 
lar to the one you ihtencl prefenting, which wall 
be cheerfully figned by all the Commonalty. — 
We wmuld alfo give funilar inftruftions to the 
Members of this place, were we not certain that 
they would difregard them ; the rcafon is obvi- 
ous, — the Mayor, Bailiffs, and Burgeffes, have 
monopolized the choice of the Reprefentatives, 
by excluding the Commonalty, (the latter are 
ftaunch Whigs : wc wifh it was in our power 
to fay as much for the other part of the Cor- 
poration ;) therefore no part of the kingdom has 
a juftcr claim to wifh for a more equal Repre- 
fentation than this opulent fca-port, whofc char- 
tered rights have long been infringed wdth im- 
punity : Strange as it may appear, even the 
votes of our Freeholders arc rejected at elections 
here and in the County of Dorfet. 

We auxioufly wait for an opportunity to affert 
our franchifes, and flatter ourfelvcs the time is 
not far difttot, when (favoured by fo defirable 

an 
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an event as a national reform in Reprefen tatlon) 
particular complaints on that head will be better 
attended to. Interim- we beg leave to infornr 
you that we approve of the four Articles you 
recommend, and only.wilh, that inftead of fifty, 
the whole of the venal influenced boroughs may 
be abolifltcd ; for, till that is accompliflied, we 
cannot hope for an independent and equal Re- 
prefentation of the People. — We flrall at all times 
be happy to be favoured with your fentiments 
and corrclpondence, and fincerely wifliing your 
virtuous endeavours may becrowned withfuccefs, • 
Wo have the honour to be, with the greateft 
refpeft and efteem. 

Rev. Sir, 

Your mofl obedient humble fervants, 

T. BIRD, 
niO. ANSLEY, 

RICH. HAYWARD, 
FR. PENNEY, 

RICH. MILLER, 

W. HAYWARD, 

ROB. MILI.ER, 

J. BUNDOCK, 

RICH. WATTS, 

GEO. DURELL. 


Gj FaperXlV. 



C 3 


Paper XIV. 

'iAXX.txfrom. the Town Clerk of Hereford, to the 
Chairman of the Committee of Aflbciation of 
the County ^York. 


Hereford, Dec. 3, 1781. 

Rev. Sir, 

I AM directed by the Mayor 
and Corporation of this City, to acknowledge 
the receipt of your printed Letter of the ift of 
laft month, direfted to the Mayor of this City, 
upon the Subject of Parliamentary abufes, and 
the fentiments of the Y ork Affociation for a re- 
formation of them, and to inform you that we 
entirely approve of the mode they have adopted 
and intend to purfue for bringing about that 
Reformation fo much to be defired. 

‘We are of opinion that nothing' can tend fo 
much to the read injury of this country as the 
, uneqt^al Reprefenution of it in Parliament, and 
tvifh for nothing more than to fee a total anni- 
Idlation of all its fmall venal and corrupt bo- 
roughs, and that the power of Reprefentation 

fo 
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fo taken from them may be added to the counties 
and the great towns and cities, but without any 
addition to the prefent number of Reprefenta- 
lives, which we think fully fufficient. And we 
are alfo of opinion that the Ihortening the dura* 
tion of our Parliaments may render them more 
free and independent, and fetile the Conftitution 
of this Country on a firmer balls than at prefent 
it feems to be* 

That to obtain thefe happy effefts we will 
exert every proper means in our power, by ad- 
drefling the Members of our City on this fub- 
jec^, and to obtain any ‘other Reform which 
may tend to the good and profperity of this 
country. 

I am. Sir, 

Your very obedient fervant, 

L. LAMBE, Town Clerk 
. of Hereford. 


G 4 


X V. 
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Paper XV. 

Letter from the Chairman of the Weftminfter 
Committee, to the Chairman of the Committee 
of AlTociation of the County York. 


Sr. James’s Street, Dec. 4 , 

Sir, 

I loft no lime in laying before the 
Weftminfter Committee the letter you was fo 
obliging as to write to me, together with the 
Proceedings of the Yorklhire Committee ; and 
I am tlirefted by the Committee to thank you 
in their name for your communication, and* to 
affurc you that they will be happy at all times to 
communicate and confult with the Yorkfliire 
Committee upon tlie bell means of promoting a 
Parliamentary Reform, as tliey are convina;d 
concert and .union among the friends to this 
great objed: are moft likely means of attaining 
It. At the lame time, in conletjuence of the 
defire you exprefs to know their fentiments 
tipon the fubjecl of your letter, they have di- 
reAcd me to fiy, that the plan propofed in the 
faid letter, appears to them to deferve the moft 
ferious conlidcra:tion, and to merit the thanks 

of 
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of all friends to Parliamentary Reform; but that 
it is their opinion, after having taken into confi- 
deration every circumftance relative to the pre- 
fent ftate of the bufinefs, that it is more eligible 
at prefent to avoid propofing any fpecific plan 
cither in tlie Petitions intended to be preiented 
to Parliament, or in Inftruftions to Members. 
This opinion is founded principally, as I con- 
ceive, upon an apprehenfion that the diflimila- 
rity of the plans likely to be propofed in the 
difrerentPetitions and Inftrudiions, would rather 
alFord an additional argument to thofe who arc 
eneiiiies to the whole of the fchcmc. 

I am, with great refpecT, 

Sir, 

Your mo ft obedient 

Humble fervant, 

c. j; FOX, 

Chairman of the Wcftminftcr 
Committee. 


Paper XVr. 
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Paper XVI. 

from the Inhabitants Tiverton, to the 
Chairman of the Committee of Affociation of 
the County 5^ York. 


^ Tiverton, Dec. 4, 1782. 

Rev. Sir, 

The active part your County 
hath taken in attempting to reform the abufes 
|n the Britifli Conftitution, induces us (in the 
^!ame and at the requeft of a great number of 
refpedable inhabitants of this town) to write 
you, of the fteps taken here towards obtaining a 
more equal and proportionate reprefen tation. 
Your being placed dcfervedly at the head of the 
York Committee, wc prefume to hope will be a 
fufiicient apology for addrelling yoU on this 
f^afion. 

This town is, or was once (next to Exeter) 
the moll flourifiiing and populous in the Weft : 
Its inhabitants arc near five thoufand, and con- 
fift chiefly of merchants, traders, and manufac- 
turers-, but the moft opulent and confiderable 
part of them have been hitherto excluded from 
the privilege of voting for Reprefentatives in 
Parliament by a Corporation of twenty-five men 
only, (chofc by themfelves) many "of them non- 

^ relidents 
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rcfidents and placemen. This grievance hath 
long call'd aloud for redrefs. Confidering there* 
fore the prefent times favourable to equal li- 
berty, a General Meeting was called Thurfday 
laft, and a Petition (in general terms) produced, 
approved, and figned by fevetal hundreds — -It 
will be prefen ted after the holidays by Mr. Al- 
derman Townfend, and fcconded by Sir Watkin 
Lewes. We flatter ourfelves your utinoft aflift- 
ance and exertions will be given for bringing 
to an happy conclufion tliis great national griev- 
ance. And that the peculiar fituation, of Tiver- 
ton will be deferibed to all your friends in the 
Iloiifc of Commons, becaufe it is prefumed a ge- 
neral reform in the Conftitution may be brought 
about by a ftatement of dii proportionate repre- 
fentation in particular Boroughs. 

The Mayor of this place lately received your 
Circular Letter, and other papers, but as he is 
Inimical, they were artfully concealed from the 
inhabitants. Any thing you might advife the 
inhabitants of this town to do in concert with 
other towns or. places, you wdll be fo good to 
communicate to us, or cither of us, who are. 
Rev. Sir, 

Your obedient fervants, 
NICHOLAS DENNYS, Merehaut. 
GEO. OWENS, Attorney. 
MARTIN DUNSFORD,Merchaiit. 
Wm. SMALE, jun. Mcrcliant. 

Paper XVlh 
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Paper XVIL 

R^lutions of the Corporation of Leicefter, co7n^ 
tnunicated by the Town Clerk to ihe Clialrman 
if the Committee of Aflociation of the County 
of York. 


Leicester, Dec. 5, i;8s 

Printed Letter from the Rev. C. Wyvill, 
iCJL (by the dlrcclion of the Committee of 
Afibciation for the County of York) having 
been received by Mr. Mayor, wherein lie is re- 
queued to lay before this Corporation, certain 
propofitions which the Yorklhire GciiUcmcn 
wilh to recommend to the General Meeting of 
tjrc County of York, on the 19th inftant, if fuch 
tSropofitions fhould meet the approbation of the 
Corporation of Lcicefter, and other relpc^able 
bodiCvS* TJie Corporation of Leiceftcr think it 
right to publifli thofc Propofitions and their 
Reiblves, 


Propositions. 

pv To inftruft their feeprefentatives to intro- 
duce, or to fupport, a Bill in Parli^MUent, for 
abdiflling at leaft fifty of the moft obnUxious 
pro%d<fib^ fot^ th^ in the 

fcveral 
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fcveral Boroughs aboliflied, a proper gratuitous 
compenfation for their cxtinguiflicd franchifes $ 
and enabling them to vote together with the 
Freeholders in EIe<flions for Knights of the rp- 
fpeftive fliires to which they belong ; and alfo 
adding an adequate number of Members, not 
Icfs than an hundred, in a due proportion to the 
fcveral Counties, and the Metropolis. 

2dy Toinftruft their Reprefentatives to move, 
or to fupport, a motion for the repeal of the 
Septennial Bill/ 

3d, For adxiiitting Proprietors of copyhold 
lands of inheritance, with fine certain, of the 
clear yearly value of forty fhillings, to‘ vote at 
County Elections of Members of Parliament 
throughout the kingdom. 

4th, and lafljy, I'o fupport the application of 
any County in Scotland, for fetting aiidc nomi- 
nal and fictitious votes, and for regulating Elec- 
tions to Parliament in that part of the kingdom 
in a manner agreeable to the true intent and 
Ipirit of the Conftitution. 

Resoi.ves: 

Rcfolvcd, That all Committees and AlTocia- 
tioas, (other than Parliamentaty ones) for the 
purpofe of altering the Conftitution, to lj;H:ak 
favourably of them, tend to create, at leaft, 
anarchy and confufion. 

Refolved, That inftruclions be fent to the 
Reprefentatives of this Borough, ftrenuoufly, 

to 
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to ©ppofe fuch propofitioais, if they ihbuld 
brought into the Houfe of Commons. 

•. Rcfolved, '’I'hat tlicfc Refolutions be printed 
•ip the public papers, and a copy be fent to the 
Rev. Mr. Wyvill, to lay before the Yorklhire 
Committee. 

By order of the Corporation of Leicefter, 

J. HE Y RICK, Towh-Clcrk. 


XVIII. 

Letter /ro/« the Town Clerk of York, to the Chair- 
man of the Committee of Aflbeiation of the 
County of York. 


York, 7th Dec. ivSj. 

Sir, V 

I AM directed to acquaint you, 
by the Lord Mayor of this City, that in confe- 
quence of your Letter, of the ift of November 
laft, his Lordlhip caufed a Meeting of the Cor- 
poration of York to be held at the Guildhall, on 
Friday the 29th of the fame month, to confider 
that letter/ which wa*s then read, and the Mayor 
pnd Commonalty, there affembled, agreed to 
the four propofitiohs ftated by the Commit. tee 
(pf Aflbeiation for the County of York, aa^qper 
^ the Reform of Parflambh^ry 

and, at the fame time, appointed a 

Committee 
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Committee to prepare an anfwer to your favor, 
by whofe order I communicate this information,' 
and have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your moft humble and obedient fervant, 
GEO. TOWNEND, Common Cl»k 
of the faid .City. 


Paper XIX. 

Letter from the Mayor of Bedford, to the Chair- 
man of the Committ^ of Afibciation of the 
County of York. 


Bedford, 7th Dec, 178*. 

Rev. Sir, 

SOON after the receipt of 
your’s, I fummoned the Corporation to meet in 
rouncii, to communicate to them the contents* 
'] he propofed applications to Parliament, for the 
regulations mentioned in yours, were approve^ ; 
iiiui an order was entered in the Corporatiqn^S 
books to the following purport 
1 i i.s ordered that inftructions be given tD tltc 
T^Icmhcrs of Parliament who reprefent this Bck 
tough, that they give their fupport, when a hlB 
Ihall be brought into the Houle for the 
dons mentioned in the Remonftrance of the 
County of York. I have the honour to be* 
Rey. Sir, Your nikdn obliged, 3md 
Moft oibedient humble fervant, 

WILLIAM PATEMAN, Mayor. 


r j 


Paper XX. , 

Letter from the Town Clerk of Bridport, to the 
Chairman of the Committee of Affociation of 
the County ^ York. 


— , , 

I AM ordered by the Corporation 

of this Borough to acknowledge the receipt of 
your favor of the ift ultimo. ' In anfwer, the 
Gentlemen above alluded to congratulate their 
country on tlie great exertions made by the 
AQbciation for the County of York, in order to 
effect a Reform in Parliament. — They moft lln- 
' cerely hope, that their llrenuous endeavours to 
promote fo truly laudable an end, will fliortly 
. be attended with fuccefs. 

'*I'hey would not preliime to dictate to the 
Committee, whofe wifdom is fo confpicuous in 
all their plans which they have laid before the 
public } but, at the ‘f;imc time, they take the 
^liberty to hint, that it is their opinion, if an 
sw|4ltional number of Members could be added 
t4* the Counties and the Metropolis, this would 
ifi »ipe meafure fuperfedc the neceflity bf abo- 
RiBhg the little Bdroughs for the. prefent.— 
Thbttg^' this latter may be a delirabic objed, 

yet 
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yet by aiming at too much might endanger the 
lofs of the whole. This Corporation have, with 
great concern, feen many conlequential and fa* 
iutary motions rejeded, whilft others, which 
have had a manifeft tendency to militate againft 
the public weal, have been carried by a great 
majority. This corruption, in their opinion, is 
one grand caufe of the alarming (Ituation which 
this country is now reduced to, confequently is 
an evil of fuch a magnitude as calls aloud for 
the united efforts of all who have the real in- 
tereft of their country at heart to endeavour to 
extirpate. Probably our very cxiftcnce as a na- 
tion of any importance depends on a Parliament- 
ary Reform, and it is hoped the prefent is a fa- 
vourable lera to bring about fo dellrable an end* 
One hint more is humbly fubmitted to the 
conlideration of the Committee, which they will- 
cither adopt or rejeft as they fliall in their wjf- 
dom think proper : —Suppole every Candidate 
^vas, previous to the eleftion, obliged to fwear 
fh.iL he has not directly, nor indirccbly, given a‘ " 
bribe, in order to fecure a feat in Parliament* 
h lie fliould be convicted of having violated his 
he fliould be deemed ineligible to a feat la 
Houle of Commons for ever after.- Havings 
gweii you the fentiments of this Corpqraripp^' 
which they are perfeflly unanimous) I hiye 
St in my inliruaions to tender their moft fan- 
p'Une wiOie^^ that the prefent as well as your 

H nan't 
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nant with true patriotifm, may meet with due 
countenance and fupport. 

With the greateft deference and reTpcct, I beg 
leaive to fubferibe myfelf. 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient. 

And truly humble fervant, 

SAMUEL TOMLYNS, 
Town Clerk. 

BRioroRTi Dec. 9, 178a. 


Paper XXL 

Letter from John Chubb, E/q; late Chairman of 
Committee Bridgwater, to the Chairman 
of the Committee of Affociation of the County 
^York. 


Sir, 

ON my return home, I am 
this inftant favoured with your Letter of the 
of November, incloling the account of the 
’^Proceedings of the Yorkfliire Committee, and 
^jpropofing a communication of fentiments on 
the fubjeft of Parliamentary Reform. I would 
not dday for a moment my acknowledgments, 

though 
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though I lament that I mufl: now make them as 
an individual, and not as Chairman of the Com- 
iniltee of Bridgewater, who once endeavoured 
to add their initc of afllftance towards the ge- 
neral caufe. In this town the cdccls of that 
corrupt and aroitrary Power, which has per- 
vaded the whole nation, have proved too ftrong 
for us y* and fome of its ftrenuous oppofers, 
tln ough fatigue, through prudence, and through 
dd'pondcncy, have given up the ftrugglc, except 
the mere local one, with a rich Lord, whole yoke 
has long galled us. This, like other little towns, 
U a ftrong proof that we have no lefs to com- 
plain of the extent of the Ariflocratic Power, 
thin wc have of the incrcafed influence of the 
Crown. Ilow little a way will the addition of 
an hundred County Members go towards effect- 
ing a cure for this, unicfs the obnoxious Bo- 
roughs arc abolifiicd according to your lirll Pro- 
pofition : The main obllaclc to this abolition 
leems to be the unwilHngnefs of the holders of 
niolt of thofc feats iu Parliament to part with 
their (kind of) family poflefllons. But wdll not 
thole Gentlemen be equally unwilling to diipi* 
niih the proportionable confequcnce of thofc 
feats by the introduction of greater number 
into the Iloufe ? Even at the worft, perhaps, a 
middle way may be taken, if it cannot be done 
bcttcr~amcnd the Conftitution of thpfe very 
Ha Worft 

I fc«r of ttie C^waty it not moeb \ 
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worft of Boroughs, where the election of Reprc- 
fent^ves is in the hands of a few, a Corpora- 
tion and honorary Freemen, neither refident, 
nor owners of a fpot, within five hundred miles 
of the place. This will, indeed, be but a trifling 
advance in the bufinefs — but I cannot think we 
Should neglcd the taking a Angle ftep towards 
reform, bccaufe we cannot at once get to the 
(iimmit of our wiflies ; nor rejeft fame becaulc 
we cannot mend all. But I trefpafs on your 
time, which has been apparently fully employed 
in the difeuffion of all thefc material and ufeful 
points. I (hall take this opportunity to ofler to 
your good fclf and to the worthy Committee of 
Yorkflrirc, for your long and arduous applica- 
tion for the Public good, the fincerc thanks of 
a few, who, though not of fuflicient confequcncc 
to a<a longer as a Committee, will individually 
lend every afliftance to fo glorious a work to the 
utmofb of their power. 

I am, with high efteem and relpcft. 

Sir, 

Your obedient humble fervant, 

JOHN CHUBB. 

StLiPOswaTBR, Dec. so, 


Paper XXII. 
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Paper XXII. 

Letter from the Coiporation g^Truro, to the Chair- 
man of the Committee of Aflbeiation of the 
County g/'York, ivith a 'Letter from the Town 
Clerk g/" Truro 


Troro, Dec. li, 1782. 

Rev. Sir, 

I AM dlrcftcd by the Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Burgelfcs, of the Borough of 
iruro, in Common-Hall affembled, to tranfmit 
you the inclofed anfwer to your Letter to them 
ui the ift of November, 

A::d [ have the honour to fubferibe niyfclf. 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient, 

And nioft humble fervant, 

JOHN THOMAS, 
Town Clerk* 
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Truro, Council-IIalij Dec. g, 1781. 

Rev. Sir, 

WE have received from you 
the account of the Proceedings of the Commit- 
tee of Afl’oeiation of the County of York, and 
fliall ever think gentlemen entitled to refped 
and eftcem, who ufe their beft endeavours to 
correct abufes in the Conftitution and Govern- 
ment of their country- But we fubmit it to 
your confideration, whether a Refornnation of 
Parliament is fo likely to be effedled by an altera- 
tion in the mode of elefling the Members of the 
Lower Houfe, as by a proper attention to their 
purity when they take their feats, and whilft 
they act as the Reprefentative Body of the na- 
tion } for as long as there arc men who do not 
fcruple to purchafe feats in Parliament, and Go- 
vernment pofTelTcs the means of influencing 
them, wc incline to think that the methods pro- 
pofed by the County of York will not cure the 
evil they wiflr to remedy. 

It is generally obferved throughout the Weft 
England, and it is too vifiblc to be denied, 
that where the Eleilors in Boroughs are mofi 
numerous they are moft venal ; and it is con- 
ceivable that an increafe even of County Mem- 
bers might fpread contagion amongft the lower, 
claCs of Freeholders— Wc think too, that fhoi t 
Parliaments would create much diforder and 
confufion. 


It 
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It is unreafonable to expe<3: more virtue in 
the lower orders of mankind than amongft men 
of education and fortune. If then gentlemen 
returned would not take their feats without firft 
fatiifying the Houfe that they came there with- 
out undue influence, and fuch influence, when 
proved, was to be imputed to them as an in^ 
famous crime, for which they fhould be expelled, 
we conceive that Parliament would receive the 
nioft elfcntial reformation, and the Conftitution, 
excellent in itfclf, would remain unhurt. 

Pardon us, Sir, for thus freely giving you our 
fentiments, but it is in compliance with your re- 
queft, and wc arc, with efteem and refpeft. 

Sir, your moil obedient. 

And moft humble fervants. 

The Mayor, Aldermen, and Bi/rcesses, 
of the Borough of Truro. 


H4 


Paper XXIIL 
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Pa/er XXIIl. 

iLetter from ihe Town Clerk of Wallingford, i$ 
the Chairman of the Committee of Aflbciation 
of the County of York, 


Sir, 

I AM delired by Edward Wells, 
Efquire, Mayor of this Borough, to inform you, 
that in confequence of your Letter to him of the 
ift of November laft, relative to a Parliamentary 
Reform, he called a Common Council of the 
Borough, who unanimoully acceded to the fen- 
timents and advice contained in the Letter, and 
have rcfolved to inftruft our Reprefentatives to 
fupport the Petition of the County of \ ork, when- 
ever the fame (hall be prefented to Parliament. 

I have the honour to be, with great refpeft, 
Sir, your obedient 

And moft humble fervant, 

JOHN ALLNA'rr, 
Town Clerk of the Borough of 
Wallingford, Berks, 

13, 178a. 


Paper XXIV. 
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Paper XXIV. 

I,ettcr from the Mayor o/" Dartmouth, to the Chair- 
man of the Committee of Affociation 0 / the 
County of Y ork. 


Dartmouth, Dec. 13, i} 3 *. 


Sir, 

I WAS duly honoured with 
your Letter of the ill of November, incloling a 
c<'i>y of the Relblutions of the Yorkfliirc Com- 
jnittcc, on w'hich I'ubjcifl 1 have converfed with 
the Gentlemen of tlu.s Borough, and though X 
am convinced that they are (.as every other per- 
(on muft be) fenlible of the ncceflity of a Reform 
hi the Reprefentation of this country, yet it feems 
to be their opinion, that the people pointing out 
•my I'pccific remedy to Parliament, may rather 
retard than forward their wifhes, and therefore 
tliink thit they fhould only pray in general 
terms for the Redrefs of thofe gricvancc.s lb 
juftly complained of: — ^Indeed the gentlemen, of 
this town, being chiefly engaged in merchandife, 
have not much turned tlieir thoughts to thi« 
fubjeft j but fhould a roeafurc of this nature be 

brought 
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brought forward in Parliament, w'e doubt not 
but our Reprcfcntativcs will confider folcly the 
inteieft of their country, and our inftruclions to 
thqm fl'-all not be wanting in fo very great and 
material a concern. 

■’ As a part of the People of England at large, 
this Corporation begs to exprefs their approba- 
tion of the Proceedings of the Yorkfhirc Com- 
mittee, and to return their thanks to you. Sir, 
for your great alliduity, in fo good a caufc, ot 
which no man is more truly fenftblo 
Than, Sir, 

Tour tnoR obedient fervant, 

JOHN BROWNE, 
Mayor. 


Paper XXV. 
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Paper XXV. 

Letter from the Chairman of the Suflex Commit- 
tee, to the Chairman of the Committee of Allb- 
elation of the County of York. , 


Cavendish-Square, Dee. i 4 j 1782. 

Sir, 

IN confcqucncc of your Letter 
of the ift of November, by diroftion of the 
Conmiittce of Afibciation for the County of 
York, to the Duke of Richmond and to the 
Cliairman of the Suffex Committee, fuch Mem- 
bers as were in London, and could conveniently 
be met with, were confulted, and were of opi- 
nion, that the calling of a Meeting of the County 
of Suflex to deliberate on the various Propofi- 
tions contained in your Letter, would not at 
this moment anfwer the laudable ends you have 
in view ; but a Meeting of the Committee have 
been called to confider of your Letter, and held 
this day. They have direfted me to inform 
you, that they heartily join, with the reft of the 
kingdom, in grateful thanlts to the Yorklliire 
Committee, for their great exertions in favour 
of Parliamentary Reform. 

The 
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^ The Committee of the County of Suflex are 

tooremgbly fcnfiblc of the truth of your obferva- 
that there cannot be a probability of fuccefs 
but by preferving harmony and union amongft 
the fcveral AlTociated and Petitioning Bodies. 

They are alfo aware of the objedion that will 
be taken, if it is not known on what grounds 
and to what extent the people delirc the Re- 
formation of Parliament fhould proceed. They 
clearly fee the dccifit'c advantage that would 
rcfult from an inlirc and perfect unioit of the 
whole kingdom upon fomc fpeeilic meafure, 
which, it) fuch cafe, muft command fuccefs : 
Sue the bullcx Committee are very apprehen- 
fiye that the opinions of the people, although o-e- 
nerally made up as to the cxittence of the "abu%, 
are not agreed upon the fpeci fie remedy ; and 
they fear that, from the necelfary want of com- 
munication, the inconveniences that attend fre- 
quent Meetings, and the difliculty of difeuflin"- 
a variety of complex Propofitions, in fuch large 
Af!fe«iblie<, it^ will be irnpollible to attain the 
defired end cir unanimity by the method you 
propofe. J'he opinion of the County of Suflex 
might certainly be taken cm the fevcral heads 
mentioned in your Letter, but other heads 
miglit alfo be propofed, and on thefe various 
matters, their fentiments, or tliofe of other 
C|mnttcs, to w;iom it is prefumed the Com- 
mittee for the County of York has made fimi- 
fer iDight be diilcTexit £roni ench 

" other. 
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Other. — ^Nothing can be more candid and £iir 
than the declaration of the Yorkfliire Commit** 
tee, that if fomc of their Propofitions fhould not 
meet with the concurrence of a decided ma- 
jority of the Petitioning Counties, that they 
M ould not hefitate to facrificc their wiffics to the 
prefer vat ion of harmony: it is to l^e iioped that 
other Bodies entertain the fame good difpofi- 
tions, with refpeia to objc<^s that are not of the 
lirft m ignitude, but there may be other points, 
trenn which if the opinions of great Counties 
arc once taken, they may not afterwards be fo 
ready to depart. The Suflex Committee are, 
therefore, of opinion, that it will be more pru- 
dent not to rifque the eilabiifliing fuch decided 
ditlcreucos of opinion, as would afford to the 
Enemies of all Reformation the ftrongeft ground 
ot oppojition, for they think it by far a lefs fatal 
objection, that it fliould be faid, that the people 
are not agreed as to the manner of Reform, 
than that they difagree by propoling Plans poffi- 
hly oppofite to each other. They are, therefore, 
ot opinion, that it would be inoft advifeable for 
iill the Petitioning Counties to adhere to the 
example which has been fet by feveral— -of com- 
plaining only of the abufe, arid leaving the re* 
medy to the wifdom of Parliament. — The Suflex 
Committee underftand that fome Plan will be 
propofed in Parliament cither by a Committee, 
on the part of Government, and they think 
will be much fafer to take the opinion of the 

Counties, 
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Counties, on fuch a different meafure, than to 
call upon them at large to propole a variety of 
Ibhemes* It is with great deference to the Com. 
mittee of the County of Y ork, that the Suffex 
Committee fubmir ihefeobfcrvationsand thePlaa 
above-mentioned which they mean to follow, 

I have the lionour to be, with great refpecl. 
Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

W. FRANKLAND, 


Paper XXVL 

Letter from the Corporation of Langport, to the 
Chairman ^ Committee of Alfociation ^ 
the County of York. 


Langport, Dec. 14, 1781# 

Rev. Sir, 

IN confcquence of a Letter, 
which I have lately had the honour to receive 
from you, incloling an account of the Proceed- 
ings of the Committee of Affqciation for the 
County of York, I have this day laid the caufc 
before the Corporation of this Borough, and 
herewith you will receive its fentiments therein. 

The 
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The Corporation, truly fenfible of the great 
Reform that is ncgeflary to be made in Parlia- 
ment, as well in the unequal Reprefentation of 
the People therein, as in fhortening the duration 
of Parliaments, earneftly wifties for a general 
Redrefs of thofe grievances, and concurs in the 
opinion of the Yorkfliire Committee, that fome 
particular Propolitions of Reform fliould be 
ftated ; and, therefore, the feveral Propolitions, 
made by the Yorkfliire Committee, being read, 
the Corporation docs heartily give its concur* 
rente therein, and highly approves of the fame. 

I am direfted to communicate to you, the 
iiigh efteem this Corporation entertains of the 
Coniinittce of AlTociation for tlic County of 
York, their worthy Chairman, and the meafures 
they purfuc ; and that it will be always ready 
to co-operate with them in any mcafure tliey 
(hall adopt to obtain the defirablc object they 
luve in view. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your inoft humble fervants, 

. GEORGE STUCKEY, 
Portrcvc. 


Paper XXVIL 
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Paper XXVII. 

Letter from the Chairman of the Huntingdon, 
fliire Committee of Affociation, to the Chairman 
, f the Committee of Affociation of the County 
of York. 


Sir, 

THE illnefs of Sir Robert 
Bernard has prevented the Committee of Affo- 
ciation for the County of Huntindon from re- 
turning an earlier anfwer to your letter, com- 
municating the Opinion and Proceedings of the 
Committee of Yorkfhirc, on the fubject of Par- 
liamentary Reform ; and In the abience of that 
gentleman I am directed to acquaint you with 
the high fenfc which the Committee of Hunting- 
donfliire entertain of the zeal and perfeverance 
, of the Commitece of Yorkfliire in the public 
caulc. 

1 hey are of opinion, that if the example of 
thofc relpeAable Bodies which have already de- 
termined to prefent Petitions to Parliament, re- 
quefting in general terms a fuller and more equal 
Reprefentation, and a more Conftitutional dura- 
tion of Parliament : And the unanimous Refo- 

lution 
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iution of the general Meeting, at the Thatched-^ 
lloiife Tavern, previous to the prorogation laft 
funiiTier, to avoid any fpecific Propofitions rela- 
tive to Parliamentary Reform is adhered to ; it 
may be reafonably expected that the fubjed: will 
be maturely inveftigated by a Committee of the 
Houfc of Commons, and the wilhes of the Peo- 
ple gratified in their fulleft extent. 

1 ill the event of a general application to Par- 
liament can be known, the Committee of Hun- 
tingdonlliire are perfuaded that Inftrudions to 
Rcprclcntatives to fupport fpecific Propofitions 
would be premature, and might, by creating 
dliuuion, be attended with dangerous confe- 
(^ucnccs. 

I have the honour to be. 

With great refped, Sir, &c. 

CARYSFORT, 
Chairman for the day# 


VOL. IL 
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Paper XXVIII. 

Letter from the Portreeve and Eleftors ^Penryn, 
to the Chairman of the Committee of AlTocia- 
tion of the County ^ York, with a Letter /rra 
Sir Francis Bassett prefixed. 


London, February i, 

Sir, 

AT the defire of my Confii* 
tuents, the Portreeve and Eleftors of the Bo- 
rough of Penryn, I hav^ the honour of tranf* 
mitting you the inclofed ; it may be, perhaps, 
unnecell'ary to afiure you, that my fentiments 
are exadly the fame, with theirs, on the fubjed 
which they have addrefled you. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient. 

And moft humble fervant, 

FR. BASSET 

,To the Rev. C. Wyvill, 


PEllRY!»f 
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Pf.nryn, February 4a I tyts* 

Sir, 

AS we find the York Com- 
inittce have applied to feveral of the Borotighs, 
in this neighbourhood, for their opinions fefpecl* 
ing a propofcd change in the Reprefcntation of 
the People in Parliament : We, the Portreeve 
and Electors of the Borough of Penryn, think 
it rip^ht (thougli not called upon by you) to give 
our fontiments on that fubjeft, leaft our filehce 
lliouid be conftrued into an acquieicence fn a 
incarurc which we cannot approve. 

Wc have no reafon to doubt. Sir, but that 
you arc acTtuatcd by the pureft motives in the 
alteration which you wifli to make in the Re- 
prcl'cntation ; and we truft you will give us cre- 
dit for acting with the fame degree of purity^ 
though holding opinions diametrically oppofite 
to yours. 

We truft you will Viot permit the idle and 
groundlefs cenfure on Cornilii Boroughs, in ge- 
neral, to prevent you from giving us a fair and 
impartial hearing. We muft then declare, that 
our principles are the fame as are avowed by 
many of you ; that is. That we are fincerely 
attached to the Conftitution, as it ways eftablijii- 
cd at the Glprious Revolution, which We under- 
stand to be the fame as now fubfifts. Our An- 
'^eftors, in that moment, when tyranny was 
overturned and fubdued, took the moft efedual 
I 2 means 
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mcaas to confine, within proper bounds, tlie 
King’s Prerogative, and to define the Rights of 
the People. I'lie grcatcft men of that^ or, per- 
h^ps any age, were for fome time employed in 
the great work of Political Reformation, and 
yet it did not occur to them, that it would be 
right to adopt any fuch meafure as is now pro- 
pofcd by you: This certainly is not pofitivc, but 
Tt is prefumptive proof, that fuch a meafure 
would be unwife and unneceffary ; that our 
Conftitution, as eftabliflied at the Revolution, 
is the moft perfeft that ever cxifted, will hardly, 
we believe, be denied : and whatever opinions 
we may have of your abilities, and thofe of your 
^ociates, we hardly think you will fuccccd in 
improving that Conftitution which the wifdom 
of ages has approved. We think the prefent mea- 
furc propofed by you, unjnjl^ unwife^ and //A 
timed : unjujh becaule we cannot conceive that it 
would be more fair to deprive us of our Rights 
and Franchifes, without any juft caufe being af- 
Itgned, than it would be to deprive us of our 
property. In either cafe we fhoyld confider 
ourfelves injured. No inftance has yet occurred 
of fo violent an exertion of power, except in the 
cafe of a few boroughs which have been disfran- 
^fed as^ a punilhment for their own crimes : 
But if. Sir, the innocent are to meet wth the 
^me puni£hment as the guilty, who is fafe.*— 
By the law, as it now ftands, we have a righ^ 
to feud two Reprefentatives to Parliamentf and, 

when 
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when that law is altered, we niuft be injured, and 
without a caufe, for the complaint of the Cor- 
ruption of Boroughs, in general, \Vill only be 
an argument againft thofe Boroughs that are 
proved to be corrupted : Let fuch be puniflied, 
but do not puniflx the innocent with the guilty^ 
The mcjfure would be inafmuch as every 

unjutl mcafure rnuft be fo ; and ill-timed^ becaufe 
it would be wrong to take up the time of Par- 
liament in difcuffions upon fuch a fubje^, at a 
time when every exertion and the greateft vi- 
gour and unanimity are required to enable us 
to make head againft our numerous enemies. 
Kvery thing, therefore, which tends to divide 
Piuiiamcnt and the Nation, in general, muft be 
ill-timed : As to the cornpenfation, propofed by 
loinc, to be given to the disfrarichifed Boroughs; 
we muft. Sir, declare, wc will acciept of no 
iuch compenfation. We look upon our right 
to fend Members to Parliament as invaluable, 
and nothing can compenfate for the lofs of it. 

It has been propofed, by fome indeed, not to 
attcinpt disfranchifing the Boroughs, but to add 
^ certain number of Members to the Counties ; 
to this Plan there are fewer objections, but it 
certainly attended with innumerabfe 
ifficulties. The great objeftion at prefent made 
to the Houfe of Commons is, that it is too nu- 
merous: If that objeAion is well founded, would 
not be impolitic to increafe the number 5 be- 
' I 3 ' • * ^ ‘ ^dcs. 
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fides wc x^ould wifli to know who is, in that 
cafe, to fix the proportion of Members. 

The Conllitution, which we now live under, 
we have long experienced the bleffings of, and 
we wilh not to lec it altered : we may be made 
mifcrablc by a change, but wc can never be hap- 
pier tJian wc fccl^ourfelves at prefent. If a Com- 
mittee of the Houfe of Commons fhould be ap- 
pointed to take the ftate of the Reprefentation 
into their confideration, many of them may 
have the beft intentions, but enemies of the 
(lonftitution may creep into it; and, under the 
pretence of arhending, may fubvert and deftroy 
that Conftitution they y/ere appointed to im- 
prove ; And let us afk, if when you, Sir, have 
let fo many opinions afloat, you arc certain tliat 
you can ‘‘ ride in the v^hirlwind and direft the 
ftorm f'** If the Conftitution is to be altered, 
there is great reafon to believe it will be altered 
for the worfe ? In that cafe pofterity will have 
reafon to execrate your name ; for, when they 
feel real evils, they will be little inclined to con- 
fider whether your motives were good or bad ; 
nor indeed would it be of any ufe to them to 
inquire ; Let us, therefore, entreat you.* Sir, to 
confider ferioufly, ere it be too late, the con- 
fcquences of the propofed change.*— You are 
now on the brink of a precipice, down which 
you are probably about to* drag millions with 
you: It will be too late for confideration, when 
you have plunged your country into, perhaps^ 

irremediable 
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irremediable mifery; but let what will, happen, we 
Hatter ourfelves with having done our duty to 
ourich cs and the public in thus giving you our 
opinions, which, we truft, we* have done coolly 
and dil'paffionately, and in fuch a manner as to 
-i\ c you no juft caufe of offence. 

We are. Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble fervants, 

WILLIAM CROWGEY, 
Portreeve, 


rho. Treeve, 
Benjamin Moon, 
James Bawden, 
llichard Bufvin, 
Junes Edgeome, 
Edw, Penwarne, 
John Dawney, 
John Hillings, 


Bcnj. Heamc, 
Samuel Sweeb, 
Robert Dillon, 
Edward Hodge, 
Rob. Dillon, jun. 
J. Penwarne, 

J. Penwarne, jun. 
James Johns, 


And eighty.four more. 
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Paper I. 

Proceedings at a General Meeting of the County 
ofTLQJXt, on the %th day of June, 1783. 


AT a numerous and relpeftable Meeting of 
the Noblemen, Gentlemen, Clergy, and 
Freeholders of the County of Kent, holden 
at the Town-Hall, at Maidftone, on the 
8th of June, 1782. 

T he Sheriff being abfent, through illnefs, 
John Sawbridge, Efq; was unanimouily 
voted in the Chair. 

Rcfolvcd unanimouily. That an humble Ad- 
drefe be prefented to his Majefty, to thank his 
Majefty for having changed his Councils : and 
the following Addrefs being read, was unani* 
mouiiy approved of - 


To 
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To the King’s mofl. excellent Majfstv^ 

T/jc Humble Addrefs of the Noblemen, Gentle- 
men, Clergy, and Freeholders, of the County 
of Kent. 

Mofl: gracious Sovereign, 

AT FACHED to your Royal Perfon and Fa^ 
miW by every tic of loyalty and affection. We 
beg leave to return your Majcfty our cordial 
tlianks for having complied with the wllhrs of 
yi)iir I’cople, by making a change in your Coun- 
cils, and appointing thofc men to the Ad.rxiini- 
I'tration of Affairs, who, from their abditics and 
integrity, and from Laving plcdgctl theini Jves 
to Coiiftitutional Liberty, arc tlefcrvedly the 
favourites of the Public, 

We entertain the moft grateful fenfe of your 
Majefty’s benign intentions to alleviate the bur- 
thens of your People, by a Reform in your Ci- 
^il Ellabliftimcnt, and by your recommendation 
Parliament, of an effe^ual Plan of o^cononiy 
through every branch of the Public Expf^ndi- 
; and we feel the moft perfccl fatisfa^ion' 
that your Majefty has no referves wdth your 
People.— -Such a declaration cannot fail to pro- 
in a loyal People, an emulation to cou- 
your Majefty, that yoiir reliance on their 
itffcclions, for the true honour , of your C'rowm 
and Government, is not misplaced. 


Pernut 
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Permit us, gracibus Sire, to congratulate your 
Majefty on the late ilgnal and important fuccefs 
of your arms, at a period fo critical to national 
Mrdfare. A fuccefs which, when direclred to 
true political effeft by a wife Adminittration, 
will, wc trull, lead to the only juftifiable objccl 
of War — an honourable Peace. 


Refqlved unanimoufly. That the faid Addrcfi 
be figned by the Chairman of this Meeting, on 
behalf of this Meeting, and be prefented to his 
Majclly by the Chairman, attended by the Mem- 
bers of the County, 

Rcfolvcd alnioft unanimoufly. That a Petition 
be prefented to the Houfc of Commons, the next 
Seflion of Parliament, on the lubjccl of the pre- 
fent ftate of the Reprefentation of the People in 
parliament. 

A motion was then made, that this Meeting 
do adjourn, which motion was rcjcclcd almoft 
unanimoufly, 

. The queftion being then put upon the follow- 
ing Petition, which was read to the Meeting, it 
paffed unanimoufly. 


fo 
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To the Honourable the Commons of Great-Britain 
in Parliament affembicd : 

'I he Humble Petition of the Noblemen, Gentle- 
men, Clergy, and Freeholders, of the County 
oi Kent, 

vSheweth, 

'HI AT your Petitioners,* fenfiblc of the ex- 
collcacy of that Conftitution under whicli they 
h Tv e the happuiefs to live, moft ardently wifh to 
lir/c ir maintained upon the true principles on 
wiiicli it is founded. 

Vour Petitioners further fhew, That it is ne- 
ceiiary to the welfare of the People, that the 
Cummoas’ HoufL* of Parliament » fhould have a 
^‘Million intcrcil with the nation j and that in 
(late of the Reprefentation of the 
ihoplc in Parliament, the TIoufc of Commons 
not fliliiciciuly fpeak the voice of the People, 
YvHir Petitioners therefore humbly pray this 
lh>nourablc Houfe to take into their moft feri- 
v-v)nlldoiation, the prefent inadequate ft ate of 
• Reprefentation of the People jin Parliament^ 
to apply fuch remedy to this great Contti- 
‘Utional evil, as to this Ilonourabic Houfe may 
meet. 

And your Petitioners lhall ever pray, &c. 


Refoived 
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Refolvcd almoft unanimoufly, That the Com. 
mittec appointed and confirmed by the former 
Meetings of this County, be confirmed by this 
Meeting, with the fame powers as before. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That the thanks of this 
Meeting be returned to the Members of this 
County, for their diligent attendance and up- 
right coriducl in Parliament. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That the thanks of 
this Meeting be returned to the Sheriff, for hav. 
ing called this Meeting. 

Refolved unanMnoufly, That the thanks of 
this Meeting be returned to the Chairman of 
this Meeting for his con dud. 

JOHN SAWBRIDGE, 
Chairman^ 


Pater D* 
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Paper Ih - 

Proceedings ai a General Meeting 0/ the City of 
Weftmiafter, held hi Weftminfter-Hall, on the 
\yth day of fuly^ 1783. 


Wednefday, July 17, 1782, being the day 
appointed for a General Meeting of the 
Electors of Weftminfter, to confider of a 
Petition to the Houfe of Commons, for a 
more equal Reprefentation of the People, 
and for fliortening the duration of Parlia- 
ment, about a quarter paft one Mr. Fox 
and the Weftminfter Committee appeared 
on the Huftings, when Mr. Fox being 
mianimoufly called into the Chair, came 
forward, and addrefl'ed himfelf to the 
Eleftors as follows : 


Gentlemen, 

I 1 is my duty, upon the prefent occafion, to 
A. explain to you the immediate purpofe of 
>our Meeting this day. You all recolleft, that 
idea has been previoufly fuggefted in this 
and received, I belifeve, with the finccre 
^nd unantrnous approbation of every gentleman 
prefent, that there is an actual and infurmount- 
ablc nccelfity, if the future prefexvation of the 

liberties 
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liberties of the people of this country is an object 
at all worth attention, that fome change fliould 
^be made in the Parliamentary Reprefentation of 
;4he People in the Houfe of Commons. At the 
time, however, when this opinion was originally 
mentioned, the period did not feem opportune 
^for adopting any tneafure for carrying it into 
execution; there were little grounds for any 
expectation that the then Adniiniftration would 
have taken any active part in contributing to 
completion of a mcafure fo repugnant to 
their known principles, and fo holtile to their 
interefts : Upon a late change, however, not the 
laft that took place, in an Adininillration which, 
had all the Members of it been as fmcere in their 
principles, and in their attention to the true in* 
tcrefls of tins country, as fome were, would ftill 
have fubfifled, and I hope to the honour of 
themfelves, and the general advantage of the 
people, the time was thought fortunate and 
\propcr for bringing this important point pub* 
Ecly forward, and for introducing it regularly 
and formally in Parliament ; in confeciuehce of 
‘thefe opinions, a motion was made in Parliament, 

' by a young man of the molt lignal abilities, and 
.Whofe public conduct had fo entirely concurred 
with your own fentiments and wiflies, that yon 
expreffed a defire foY him to become one of yont' 
Reprefentativcs in Parliament, propofing, that a 
Committee fliould be appointed, for taking 
? confideration the prefent ftate of Parliamentary 

RcprefentatioTi 
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Repvcfentation in the Houfe of Commonc ; the 
lionourable author of this motion, I mean Mr. 
William Pitt, fupported it in the Houfe with all 
that ability which charafteriles him, and with all 
that firmnefs, integrity, and dignity, which I 
believe to be no Icfs in the number of his excel- 
lencies ; but though his arguments appeared to 
me unanfwerable, they did not carry with them 
that influence in the Houfe which, in my mind, 
w;is due to them, and the motion was over-ruled 
by a fmall majority. It appeared that the Hoiife 
of Commons were not yet ripe for fuch a mea- 
I'urc ; and the principal argument adduced as 
the foundation of their rejeclion, was this, that 
lueh an alteration did not appear to be the ge- 
neral or real wilh of the people of this country j 
it, however, fubfequent events have proved the 
contrary, have proved that this was the real wifih 
of the people of this country, I truft we fliall 
hear no more of fuch an objedlion. 

It is for the purpofe of obtaining your fenti- 
tnents again upon this important fubje(5l that this 
Meeting has been called, and I entertain "no doubt 
that the citizens of Weftminfter will concur in 
the common zeal upon this occafion, and will 
I'eaclily embrace every Conftitutional means for 
about an event which I think^, and as 
all wife and candid men muft think, fo. fonda- 
tnentally and effentially neceflary for the -prefer* 
vation of our rights and liberties as Englifhmen. 
^worthy Alderman, arefpeftaWe friend of mine, 

will 
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will prefently make a motion to yon upon that 
ful je^, and will read I believe a Petition to tlie 
Houfe of Commons for your figning. I fliail 
hope you will addrcfs the Houfe in terms of re- 
ipefl and decency, but at the fame time with that 
firmnefs and determination which the import- 
ance of the fubjeft requires, and which becomes 
Englilhincn petitioning for the prefervation of 
their rights and privileges. I fliould wifli alfn 
that your Petition may be couched as much as 
poflible in general terms : If a fpecific mode be 
pointed out, it iniiy probably give rife to objec- 
tions, and may involve in its own fate the tem- 
porary dehrudlion of the great principle itfelf, 
tipon wliich that mode is founded. A fUbJeft of 
fo complex and difScult a nature will neceflarily 
produce variety of opinions, even among men 
who wifh well to the general principle, and will 
certainly give opportunities to thofe who arc 
hoftile to it to cfFeft the rejeftion of your Petition 
tn ioio ; if, on the contrary, you exprefs your 
wifhes general terms, very little fear, I trull, 
is to be entertained that they will be .properly 
attended to, and that the object of the Petition 
will be completed — for this is a clear, plain, broad 
truth, that no man in the Houfe of Commoiu 
will venture to deny, that a pure, uncorrupt, 
general reprefentation of the people is the great 
charafteriilic of the Englifli Conftitution, and 
that the prefervation of it depends upon the due 
and proper fupport of that effeutial quality.^ 

That 
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rhat it i:i5 not properly fupported now, is evident 
to tiic meaneft undcrftanding, and no man will 
found therefore hardy or weak enough to 
deny cither the truth of the fafts upon which 
vuur Petition will be founded, or the juftice ^ind 
' xpcdicncy of its objeeft. 

I iiiall fiiy no more upon this fubjeft at prefent, 
hut after the worthy Alderman has made his 
motion to you, if any converfation fliould arife 
it, I fliall hope for the opportunity of ad^ 
urctunq myfelf to you again. 1 cannot, however, 
help detaining you one moltiei^ longer, for the 
purpole of expreffing my warm and fincere gra- 
tiiiule for the numberlels favours which I have 
received from the inhabitants of Weftminfter* 
I luuii: have had a heart callous indeed, and I 
trull very different from its real texture, if I 
could have been infenlible to the various obliga-* 
t^ons I have been fo uniformly and repeatedly 
lionoured with from you. Your kindnefs this 
day adds one more favour to the number ^ I am 
forry I have not the pleafurc of feeing a larger 
^tumber affembled on the prefent important oc- 
calion ; but this is a circumftance owing, un- 
doubtedly, to the unfortunate badnefs of the 
day. Gentlemen, I have only now to add, that 
'vhilft I poffefs your approbation, whilft I am 
honoured with your confidence, I fliall never 
the arts of any perfons whatever. Whether 
be open enemies or infidious friends, I fliall 
c^iually difrecpird their efforts to injure me, con- 
VOI. U. K tent 
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tent Vv'^kh the approbation of my numerous and 
refpeftablc conftituents, who have hitherto done 
juftice to the motives by which I have been in- 
fluenced in my public conduct, and I doubt not 
will continue to do fo. 

Major Cartwright then moved, that the 
three following Rcfolutlons might be read 
which motion being feconded by Dr. Jebb, they 
were read by Mr. Fox, and agreed to unani- 
moufly. 

Refolved, Tlmt^the moll excellent ConftUutio:! 
of England, as formed by our forefathers, appear > 
to us in no circumlhmccs more gricvouHy defaced 
than in the prefent unecfuai Reprefentation of th*- 
People, and duration of Parliament, which cor> 
tinuai experience hath proved to be no lefs prt - 
duftivc of calamities to this country than depre- 
datory of the rights of Engliflimcn. 

Refedved, That without a comprehenfivc and 
thorough Reform of the Reprefentation of the 
People, and the duration of Parliament, there 
can neither be any radical cure of the corruption, 
which, after the bell regulations of oflice, cr 
partial reforms, may Rill be employed on the 
Reprefentative Body, by bad MiniRers, nor any 
permanent fecurity agaiiiR treachery or fa<5lion> 
to the wifcfl and moft virtuous, whofe beR fup- 
port is from a Houfe of Commons which fprings, 
as ours was intended to do, really and effectually 
from the mafs of the People. 


Refolved? 
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Rcfolvcd, That the motion made on the 7th 
of May laft, by the Hon, William Pitt, and fe- 
conded by Mr. Alderman Sawbridge, for the 
appointment of a Committee of the Houfe of 
C:oininons, to enquire into the prefent unequal 
Roprofentation of the People in Parliament, 
having been defeated by a call for the order of 
tlie day, we conhder it incumbent on us, at this 
time, to make known our fentiments on this 
fii’oicd, and to declare, that we will never relax 
in our endeavours to obtain a correction of the 
above grievances, and to tranfmk to pofterity a 
purer Reprefentation, without which they can 
JK‘ithcr be free nor happy. 

Mr. Sawbridge then came forward, and faid. 
Gentlemen, 

After the buHnefs of the day has been fo ably 
opened to you by the honourable Chairman, and 
‘dter the Refolutions that you have unanimoufly 
tome to j it is unncccffary for me to fay any 
thing upon the occalion, but merely to folicit 
your concurrence in the following motion : 

Rcfolvcd, That a Petition be prefented to the 
Ilouic of Commons, for a Reform in the Repre- 
lentation of the People, and in the duration of 
Parliament. 

With your per million I will read the Petition 

you. 

Mr, Sawbridge then read the following Petition* 
K a 
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Honourable the Commons ^Great-Britain 
in Parliament afl’embled : 

The Humble Petition of the Inhabitants of the 
City and Liberty of Weftminftcr, 

Sheweth, 

THAT the prefent difproportioned and inade- 
quate Reprefentation of the Commons of this 
realm, and unconftitutional duration of Parlia- 
xnent, arc grievances of fo great magnitude as 
to require immediate attention and efl'cclual rc- 
drefs. 

That your Petitioners do farther beg leave to 
fuggeft, that the obfervance of a due proportion 
of Reprefentation throughout the kingdom, is 
not only the natural, true, and conftitutional, 
but the moft fimplc and praifticable mode of cor- 
reeling the prefent defeAs in the National Re* 
prefentation and the only fpecies of Reform, 
that can either render general juftice, or give 
general fatisfaftlon, or afford a complete fccurity 
for the future purity of this branch of the Lc- 
giflature. 

And your Petitioners humbly truft this Houfe 
will be plcafed to confider, that in the fubjed of 
this Petition is included ali that can be dear to 
Citizens and to Men. 

Your Petitioners humbly intreat this Honour- 
able Houfe to take the premifes into its con- 

confideratioflf 
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fulcration, In full expcftation that this Honour- 
able Houfe will beftow its ferious attention to 
rlieir complaints, examine their claims with im- 
parl iality, and finally afford its utmoft aid in 
obtaining juftice. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray, &c. 

Major Cartwright. I fccond that motion; 
Cciulcmcn, it is with particular fatisfaftion I fc- 
(ond tlie prefent motion, I feci more plcafure at 
tliis Meeting than any other I was ever prefent 
at, bccaufc I am convinced, and have long been 
lb, without fuch a Reform, as is the objefl: and 
prayer of that Petition, neither King, nor Mi- 
n liter, nor the People of tJiis Country, can be 
1 arc, or free or happy, in any refpect, A great 
deal has been faid upon this fubjcct formerly, I 
lhall, therefore, have occafion to fay the Icfs 
iipou the prefent occafion. The laft time I had 
the honour to be before you upon a limilar bu- 
hnefs, I took notice of two or three facts which 
I thought deferved your notice ; there are two 
or three others I fhall fuggeft, to imprefs the ne- 
ccHity of fuch a Reform more thoroughly upon 
your minds. 

I am given to underftand, the number of 
f Icclors for Weftminfter, upon fome eleftions 
‘Us not been lefs than 8 or 9000, and the whole 
number of Eleftors are no lefs than 10,000. 

^ ^n a fuppofition^that this is the cafe, I think 

is Well worth your confideration, to fee whe-- 
K 3 ther 



C »5o ] 

ther you are reprcfcnted in any degree of pro- 
portion with other parts of the kingdom. To 
fet that matter before you in a proper point of 
view, I will recal to your recollcftion what I 
obfervedupon a preceding occafion, that in fome 
diftriefs, Freeholders choofc nine Mem- 

bers, which is an av^crage of 1400 and fonic 
odd for the choice of two Members, but you 
have only two Members, wlio have 10,000 
Eleffors ; their average for one Member is about 
706, your average is the majority of 5000 to 
one Member : Co'nfidcr what an enormous dif- 
proportion that is ; — y^ou will obferve in other 
places a greater difproporlion between the num- 
bers of the Fleflors and their Reprefentatives ; 
there are 43,000 citizens, yourfelvcs make a 
fourth part of them nearly, that choofc 52 
Members ; you who arc. a fourth part of that 
number only choofc 2 of thofe Reprefentatives; 
the average in this cafe is, 413 Ele<Tors to one 
Reptefcniativc ; yours you recollecl is the majo- 
rity of 5000 *, but this is not the worft, as you 
go farther ’you fee the evil increafe ; there are 
4t,ooo Elcd:ors for Boroughs, fmall Towns 
and Sea-Ports, that clioofc 369 Members ; the 
average there is only 55 Idcctors to every Mem- 
ber, yours is the majority of 5000 ; but it i> 
ftill worfc than all this, if you go farther, for 
taking particular Boroughs, you will find 700^ 
Eleftors choofc 257 Members; upon an average 
"7 Voters to a Reprefeutative ; and in fonu* 

particu^^?* 
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particular Towns, 340 Borough Electors clioofc 
q ) Members ; upon an average of feven tg 
c\ery IMcmbcr in thofc rotten Boroughs and 
Ciirjuc-Ports, and you have no more than one 
Meiubv-r to the majority of 5000 ; therefore you 
tm eJ not wonder your property is made a hi- 
ciiTKc to thofc that reprefent thofc fmall num- 
'ncy> of perfons ; every body knows they mull 
l)(’ irJfjcct to bribery and corruption. A great 
(1. ii lias t)ccn faid about the Reprefentation of 
the liiicled intereft, and a Reprefentation of the 
tr.iuing iiucrcfl ; 1 beg leave to obferve, the 
prcfciii Reprefentation is not a Reprefentation 
ot either, in any degree of fairnefs or common 
k ale ; you mull conclude from what I have 
.ilroady explained to you, that in faifl, the pre- 
kin Reprefentation is the Reprefentation of great 
tiinilies, who have great overbearing influence 
particular Counties ; it is llie Reprcfcnto.tiun 
likewhe of the Cilrown, wlio has the command 
over a great number of little beggarly Boroughs 
u^d ic. i-port Towns , for as the Crown nomi- 
i kci alembcrs in thofc places, it is the Rc- 
pj'eicutatiori of the Crown ; which has no bu- 
with the Reprefentation of the lioufe 
f 'oinmons ; it is the Reprefentation of a 
r/cat r.uinbcr of individuals that have pur- 
ohifcd old houfes to fend themlclv’'es to Par- 
‘‘ unent ^ I mean, to bring themfelvcs in inde- 
P^*ndcut of their Elcclors ; it is the Reprefenta- 
K 4 tion 
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tion of corrupt adventurers that come from the 
Eaft-Indics, with a great deal of money, who 
have bribed themfelvcs into Parliament, indc. 
pendent of the power of the Electors j the uic 
they make of thofc feats in Parlianicnt, you all 
very well know ; you have liad experience in 
the prefent calamitous war, which 1 hope in God 
will fpeedily be put an end to, or I fee no falv;i. 
tion for this kingdom. This Petition is to re- 
form thefe abufes, there have been fomc objections 
llarted, 1 lliall take notice of none but that of 
the imprafticability of obtaining fuch a Reform 
as is now hinted at in this prefent Petition, for 
gaining a proportionable Reprefentation in Par- 
liament. One argument to flicw it is not im- 
pradicablc is this, that it is not found imprac- 
ticable for ingenious Minifters to tax every 
thing you cat, drink, and wear, even to every 
individual pot of porter the poor labourin,:; 
naan drinks, and even to every pound of 
foap the poor wahierwoman makes ufe of, to 
dean the clothes of hcrfclf and family. Now, 
if all can be taxed, there may be ways and mcanj^ 
found that all may be rcprcfcntcd ; and if they 
cannot only tax every man, but every morfel of 
meat, and every atom of clothing, then all the 
argument of iinpraclicabiiity, with regard to 
making a Reform complete enough to anfwcr 
every purpofc, appears to me the moft abfurd 
of all arguments that ever was offered. I fliall 

not 
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noi take up more of your time, having fecond- 
cd I lie motion for the Petition. 

Dr. frBB. My worthy friend. Major Cart- 
\ l iA'ht, Jiaving fo ably enforced the necellity of 
;i Ketonn in the Commons Houfe of Parliament, , 
— uiid explained the grounds and reafons on 
which tile prayer of the propofed Petition is 
!• ai.tlcd, it is unnccefl'ary for me to add any 
lliiii'if to what he has fuggelled on thefe fubjeefs. 

A qucflion, however, may be allied. In what 
manner will it be ncccflary for you to aft, in 
Older to carry ^our wiflics into effeft f 

in the firft place it will be ncccirary to render 
the iigning the Petition as general as pofliblc. 

I would recommend to you ftudiouhy to in- 
quire into, and thoroughly to comprclicnd, the 
n iturc ot the Reform you demand ; — examine 
into the grounds and reafons of the Petition . 
>o;d if you approve its prayer — tcllify your ap- 
probation Ijy your voluntary fignaturc. — 1 would 
not, oa any account, wilh you to figu what you 
do !\(,t comprehend — nor be induced to fupport 
1 IVdticai from any other principle than a firm 
P'v rieaiion of the propriety of its prayer. — Copies 
'' he difperfed in proper places. — A due de- 
[ji’cx' ot attention will not be wanting in your 
Committee; — but if you wilh iuccefs, you mull 
}ourlclvcs appear 2 iealous in the caufe. It is ne- 
^hat the lignaturc be numerous, other- 
Wife we lhall give efficacy to the argunicnt ufed 
in the lloufc of Commons — in w hich 

it 
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it was afferted, that tJic Reformation requeftecl 
was not the wilh of the People- 

A fecond uiethodj by which an unarmed Pco- 
pic can efleft a conllitutioiial purpofe, is l)y per- 
fevcrancc and a manly firmncfs in the mode of 
urging their reqiicft. 

It is your duty, if you be perfuaded of the 
juftice of your caufe, to declare repeatedly nncl 
ftcadily in the ear of Parliament, that no confn 
deration will induce you to fulpend your exer- 
tions, until you have obtained fubjlantial julticc 
—and that nothing but the concellion of your 
conftitutional demand can induce you, without 
murmuring, tobear thofe numerous taxe*^, which, 
unlefs you be fairly rcprelcnicd, can by no means 
be equitably impofed. — It is my hope— it is my 
expectation, that in a fliort time one cry will go 
through the land — and that the voice of the Peo- 
ple will be loud and univerfal from every quar- 
ter of the kingdom — that the language of every 
conftituent to every Reprefentative will be,— 
RESTORE IHE CONSTITUTION OF OUR 
COUNTRY, 

A third mode wdiich will aflift you in clFe(3;ing 
your purpofe, is, to watch diligently who thole 
men are, that uniformly in Parliament fupport 
your caufe — and who they arc that have the 
confidence to oppofe it ; and by giving to thole 
who fupport ir, the fulleft evidences of your ap- 
probation — treating the opponents of your juil 
and. righteous claims with thofe marks your 
* difplcafuiv. 
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ilurc, which their unconftitutional and un- 
worthy conduct deferves.— Be affured that public 
tciii'iire — for I do not mean to counfcl you to 
MW act, is a powerful weapon, which <an- 
p.oi \h^ wrefted from you by any machinations 
( I your .ulverfirics. 'rlie molt exalted Peer,-— 
liowcvor lie may pride himfelf in the diftinctions 
h;* ci»i«)ys — liowcvcr elevated he may efteem hiS 
Icuioii abo\c t!ic common mafs of the People, 
caunot cafily confole himfelf under the lofs of 
tliv^ir approbatitm and favour* This method, 
(icp.tlcincn, of carrying your purpofe into exe- 
cution, is pcrfccl:ly agreeable to the genius of the 

I i.gliih C(>nllitution. The power of taxation rc- 
Ichsintlic EnglHh (Commons — by^ this power 
die People control tlie (h*own — this power is dc- 
s lotlieir Rcprefentatlvcs — l)iit the power 

I I P-KNSURE the People Hill retain — and thus 
n c enabled to retain their Reprefentalives, wlicn 
hiirly cliofen, within the limits of their duty. 

'VViih rcl'pccf to the prayer of the prefent Pe- 
J ’ ion, you will obferve, it is expreffed in the 
n oh Pen oral terms — it requefts nothing fpecilic 
' tl.is was concerted, in order to obviate that 
orhty of lentinicnt which nuifl: neceirarily take 
r^'icc, before the fubjeef has been properly dif- 
tuHbd — we (tatc, becaufc we all feel the grievance 
We leave the confideration of tiu! remedy’' to 
Ibrliamcnt, trufting that Parliament will explore 
what is juft and equal, and do what juftice fiiall 
— I have no occafion to inform you, that 

a noble 
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a noble and extenfive plan for an equal, annual, 
and univcrfal reprefentation of the Commons 
was propofed in the Upper I Joufe of ParliamcHt, 
by that oriKiment of the human fpecies, the Duke 
of Richmond. — I'o that plan, which correlponds 
alfo to the idea of Major Cartwright, I intirely 
aifent. — Yet, though attached to the idea of an- 
nual eledlions, I can, with perfect confiftcncy, 
join in the prefent Petition to the Houfe of Com- 
mons, to take the matter into their ferioub con- 
fideration, while, at the fame time, thole who 
are equally attached to triennial Parliaments, 
may, with equal confiftcncy, unite in the lame 
requeft. 

I muft farther obferve to you, that the prefent 
is a moment lingularly favourable to our views. 
There is a general dilpolition throughout Eng- 
land to concur in this falutary work ; and we 
have alfo at the head of public affairs, a fet of 
men who have profeffed and manifefted a zca- 
Ipus attachment to our caufe. It is with heart- 
felt fatisfa<Etion that I requeft you to turn your 
attention to tliat exalted characlcr, tlie Duke of 
Richmond, who may in a manner be fiid to live 
only to elfeft this great, this important purpofe. 
We have alfo the exprefs declarations of the Earl 
of Shelburne, as may be fecn in his letter to the 
County of Wilts, wherein he declares, that the 
People of England have a right to an annual 
eleftion of their Reprefentatives, and an equal 
Reprefentation, founded upon an higher autho- 
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vltv than any Acl or Afts of Parliament can con* 
for. We have, therefore, a right to conclude, 
tfuit a Nobleman, who fo folemnly declared his 
{ciitlmcnts in the face of the People, will, now 
he potfeffed of power, fteadily fupport our 
oluirabic and conftitutional demand. We have 
aUo a right to declare, that if he fails in gratify- 
ing our rcafonablc expe<3:ations, he will juftly 
ir.v.ur iliat public cenfure, the nature of which I 
invo before delineated, and lofc all title to the 
clliiii ition of his fellow-citizens. In fuch circuni- 
ftancc's, the mbft fplendid diftin<5iions of office 
will aiibrd a very imperfeft confolation to the 
Lari ot Shelburne. I will alfo mention another 
V'orthy character now in power, and attached 
to your caufc : I mean the illuftrious fon of 
that illuftrious ftatefman, the Earl of Chatham, 
lie has already merited much of his country, by 
moving for the appointment of a Committee to 
confider our requeft. 

With all thefe profpects you will be wanting 
to \()urfelvc5 and your pofterity, if you do not 
nunifeft your attachment to your excellent caufc 

the manner I have deferibed. Sign the Peti- 
tion ; recommend it to your neighbours ; and 
declare thofe who are againft it to be unworthy 
your confidence. Be aflured, if you will your- 
Solves properly fupport it, no human power can 
prevent your fuccefs. The Reprefentation of 
the People is the exclufivc concern of the People. 

* ^ the Houfc of Lords, particular offices and 

powers 
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powers are afligncd, with which the People 
cannot with propriety interfere : but witli re* 
fpedl to the Houfe of Commons, their bufinei' 
is your bufinefs, their rights your rights. I 
will aik you, is it reafonable that you Ihouki 
pay taxes, and have no controul over tlie iiiLii 
who impofc them ? And if you have not a fiiffi. 
cient controul, you have no controul. I will 
alfo alk you, if you, who arc fo iinmediatLly 
concerned in tliis great queftion, will not extr: 
yourfelves, do you expeft that the King, that 
the Lords, that the Iloufe of Commons, tlut 
corrupt body, which is the propofed o])jec 1 : 01 
the Reform, will effeeb it for you ? I once more, 
therefore, recommend to you a firm, deckled, 
perlevcring, but yet pacific conduft. Peaceful 
means will be fuflicient for your purpofe ; but 
zeal wall be required, and a firm determination 
to honour w ith your approbation and confidence 
only thofc of your Reprefen tat ives who, by a 
Wuform, Heady, and confiftent conduft, liiall 
ifeianifeft a wrarm attachment to your caufe. 

Mr. Fox then read the Petition, which was 
refulved upon iinanimoully. 

Mr. Fox then faid, I believe. Gentlemen, it 
will be proper to acquaint you, that there will 
be Petitions ready for fignatures in different 
parts of the town. 

Major Cartwright moved for it to be 
fented by their two Reprefentatives, Mr. 

and 
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and Sir Cecil Wray ; which was agreed to una* 

niniouily. 

Dr. Jebb. — ^T he particular bufinefs for which 
tins Meeting was called being now concluded, I 
\)c^r \c ive to offer a few refleftions upon a matter 
uiihc inoft ferious and important nature. 

Under a ftrong imprclTion of the calamities 
clciivcd upon us from an unjuft and unnatural 
th{' inhabitants of this city lately prefented 
.1 IViition to the King, That he would relin- 
qiiKli ertirdy^ and for ever^ the plan of reducing 
our American brethren to obedience by force.** 
rho changes that foon after took place in the 
Uoy.il Counfels and the Admlaiftration of this 
Country, led us to expect that tiic prayer of our 
Petition would be granted, and the calamitous 
coutcit terminate in peace. 

An event very different from the fa<ft. 
h is your duty and your interett, my fellow- 
eitizeus, on whom muft be levied the taxes 
liccciFary to the fupport of fuch a conteft, taxes 
Inch our exhaufted finances are utterly unable 
t > iuii.iin, to be on your guard, left, under falfc 
pr.t^nccs, you be induced to give your fan<ftion 
tlio continuance of a war which threatens the 
t^citrudion of our Country. I prefume not to 
of the meafures of the cabinet, except fo 
as thofc meafures are openly declared ; I 
iorrn my judgment folely from what the Members 
^ -^dminiftration have declared in the Houfe of 
Peers, or Affembly of the Commons > from henree, 

there 
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there is too much reafon to apprehend that 
doubts and difficulties ftill remain with refped 
tb the main object of our prayer. I will unfold 
my feelings without referve. It is not without 
feme reafon fuppofed, that notwithftanding Lite 
appearances, there ftill cxifts in the prchtling 
power of this country, an indifpofition to accede 
to the unqualified independence of America: 
nor is it poffible that the contrary can be after* 
t^ned, as long as the conceffion of this inclcpcM* 
dence ftiall be connected with the ratification of 
a general treaty of peace. 

In fuch circuinftances a collateral point of 
difpute between this Country and any other of 
the Belligerent Powers, may be held forth as 
the oftenfible ground and reafon for protracling 
the war. Years may pafs before this difpute 
fliall be adjufted; other points of difference 
may arife, or artfully be fuggefted by the 3Mi- 
nii^r of the day, and thus the recognition of 
i^ependence be fufpended until new delufions 
Aall take place, the ravages of war be renewed, 
and out deftruftion be complete. 

The immediate recognition of the unqualified 
independen^ce of America will be our only fccu- 
rity againft the continuance of thofe evils 
have already experienced, or the farther calami* 
tics we have fo much reafon to apprehend*-^ 
Such a meafure will be juft and houourabk> 
fuch a meafure alfo will be expe^ent ; for 
" politics? 
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p.oUtic. 3 , as well as in the private concerns of life> 
jai'tico and expediency are infeparably united. 

Wlicn in confcqueiice of the natural eflecl of 
PI Ji a incafure, on the various parties in the 
1 cace lhail be eftabliflied, ancient habits of 
t;iciulf]iip and commercial in tercourfe will re- 
\-vc— t]ic gcncrofity of the Americans will be 
..vpakened by our voluntary acknowledgment 
i.r' ilu ir independence — their alTeftions wdll re- 
turn. And were wc even to fuppofe, that the 
terms Peace hcM out by France and Spain, 
uue iuch as it would not become us to fubmit 
to, the neutral Powers, v/hofc intcrcll it is not 
tiiat England fliould defeend too low in the po- 
litical icalc, having their envy or their jealouly 
rally gratified by the political reparation of the 
t A'o countries of America and England, would, 
ia all probability, ilep forward in our fupport. 

1 truft, will therefore conclude, that 
Reprefcntativc has, for juft and 
|urucicnt motives, refigned the ftation he lately 
dd in tlic Government of this country. Mn 

* ox ^viiilcd to acknowledge the independence 

Ainci ica in the moft unconditional and un- 

* nfited terms, induced by a well-grounded con- 
^ iciion, tliat fuch recognition would not only 

- a nieafure juft and honourable in itfelf, but 
J would be attended with the moft fignal 
-^ vantages to this Country. For my own part^ 

^ no hefitation in declaring, that the ac- 
^nowlcclgcd point of difpute between the Mcm-^ 
L bers 
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bers of the Cabinet was not, as was affertcd in 
the Commons Houfe of Parliament, a triflini 
Jbade of d'^'crcnce ; but, on the contrary, I am 
perfuaded it conftitutcd in faft the ESSEN'l'IAL 
difference between PEACE and WAR. 1 can- 
not therefore fuQiciently honour your Repre- 
fentative for his wifdora, fteadinefs, and inte- 
grity, at this important moment, the mofi truly 
critical that England ever knew; from my heart 
1 am perfuaded, that he htis evidenced himfell 
to be an able Statefman, an excellent Citizen, 
and an honeft Man. 

Dr. Jebb then moved, that the thanks of this 
Meeting be given to the worthy Chairman, for 
his tonducl on this day; which motion was 
unanimoully agreed to. 

Mr. Fox then came forward again, and ad- 
drefl'ed himfclf to the Electors as follows : 

Gentlemen, . - ,s 

:r I cannot receive the repeated teftimonies of 
Ijiprobation which you have this day expreffed 
towJirds me, without again wifhing to repeat 
the fincere pleafurc I feel from your kindiieh. 
and. the latitude with which it infpires tne- ■ 
I fhould, perhaps have faid a few words earlier 
on the bufmefs alluded to by ray worthy Friend, 
if it had not been intimated to me that there • 
■yerc perfons here difTatisfied with my conduct 
in Parliament, diffatisfied with my conduct a> 
4' Miniflcr, who intended to ivailf; themfeh e> 
bf this occafion to exprefs their difapprobation» 
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Lind pubKcly to ftate the caufes and the reafbn< 
for ii : always happy in giving thofe perfons 
who think proper to condemn my condudl, an 
opportunity of the moft public (the more public 
the better) and moll open explanation of their 
f.iitinicnts, I was willing to hear what they 
Ihould be difpofed to fuggeft againft me, that 
I might have a fuller and more complete means 
of juftification ; for I am thoroughly confciqus 
that the more the charge againft me is deve*^ 
h)[;ed, t]ie more ample and fatisfaftory will be 
iny power of vindication. The worthy Gentle- 
iULin \\ ho ijpoke laft, to whom I have fo many 
obligcitions, and upon whofe lirft fuggeftion 1 
was originjally recommended to the City o£ 
^V’cHmirifter, has alluded to a Petition which 
I IiaJ the honour to prefent to his Majefty, and 
whicli was ligned by four thoufind of the In- 
Iv.ibitants of that City ; I had certainly hoped 
that that Petition, confirmed and ftrengthened 
as it was by the feveral others which originated 
ia diftcrcTit quarters of the kingdom, would 
have ultimately produced all the eflfefts they 
prayed for. So long as I continued in Admi- 
t^iftration, you all had a right to expeft that 
the object o£ thofe Petitions would be carefully 
promoted, and that its principle would be in* 
violably adhered to. Had it been otherwife^ 
) would have had juft reafon to accufe me 
being in apoftate .t;o your caufe, andt a traitor 
‘ 0 your intefefts. . “What will become of it now. 
La & 
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It IS not for me directly to prefagcj but I hope, 
and moft lincercly wilh, your Petition will ftill 
find a gracious reception from Parliament, and 
the honeft fupport of Minitters. 

The worthy gentleman who pri^ceded me, 
Dr. Jebb, who, if he has any faults in the 
world, they are the faults of too much can- 
dour, and a too unfufpecling honclly, informs 
you, that yo\i have ftill the promifes of INlinU 
fters for the grounds of expectation that your 
Petition will be attended to. lie is willing to 
believe thefc promifes. I am glad of it. I wiih 
to lliake no man’s confidence : but I muft be 
permitted to mtain my own fentiments, my 
own opmions. 1 own I have fufpicions. I have 
long entertain :d lulpicions, as to the generd 
political principles of your preient Miniftcr. 
When I became more immediately and tho- 
roughly fatisfied, that thefe fufpicions were not 
badly founded,’ I cftccmed it my duty to give a 
public indication of the ftate of my opinions, 
to hold out the fignal to the world, by re- 
tiring from his Majefty’s fervice. Gentlemen, 
Dr. |ebb has mentioned the names of fevcral 
perfons from whom you have received pronfifo 
upon the immediate object of your Petition, as 
well as other matters of political magnitude. 
As to the firft perfon he named, I mean the 
Duke Of Riehmand, he cannot be more happy? 
he daiinot be more proud. In giving every tri- 
bute of applaufc to liim than I ^ways 1^- 
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11c and r may differ in opinion as to the fitnefs 
or expediency of the moment for retiring from 
iiib Majefty’s Gounfels, but wc are unfliakenly 
iiniteil in our general principles, and in our 
fixed I'cntiments of popular queftions. — ^We can 
never long differ, bccaufe, though an accidental 
diircreiicc may have arifen, as to what line of 
conduci: might be proper or improper at this' 
in^mccr, I repeat it again, there is not, nor 
Cuiiiioi he, a difference of principle between 
tint noble Duke and me. — ^1 revere the noble 
Dukc*^ principles ; and am never more happy 
than when I enjoy a public opportunity of giv- 
ing every teflimony of my efteem and reipeft 
tor him. — He is an honefi man, an able man, 
and a perfevering one ; though, in my opinion, 
ntiiLikcn in his choice of conduct at tlie prefent 
period.— But there is this confolation for you 
roid nic, that the noble Duke is hot a man that 
^vill fleep upon his poll j and whenever he has, 
the f.iinc rcafons to fufpe^l: that I have, you 
niay ilepcnd upon it he will not a moment con^ 
tinue a colleague of the prefent Adminiftration# 
Amnlier noble perfon has been mentioned, as 
made great promlfes : — I am not much 
to truft to that perfon's promifes; — an4 
this rcafon, becaufe paft experience has flip- 
plied me with no. caufe for trufting him 
suite the coatrary-i*-I attend to facts, npt pro- 
; and upoU"^ that criterion you will per^ 
find little^ foundation for confidence in the, 
L 3 noble 
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noble pcrfon alluded to. The noble Earl, I 
mean the Earl of Shelburne, has repeatedly told 
world he would never join any Minifter 
threat would grant independence to America 
he has faid, that in no circumftances would he 
be induced to accede to fo humiliating a mea- 
fore } — that Britain’s fun was fet for ever when 
-that event fliould take place. — When the noble 
Earl ufed this language, it was doubtlcfs his in* 
tendon to pay a compliment, and it mull be 
acknowledged he did not addrefs his conipli- 
nient ignorantly ; he knew how and wlicrc to 
take his aim, and no doubt he has taken it cf* 
Teftually ; now, how'ever, that the noble Earl’s 
objeft is in forne mcafure attained } now, for 
mere political purpofes, he recants the wholc.of 
his former doftrincs, permanently and ferioufly 
cftabliflied as they had been, and makes no 
fcruple to affert, that the grounds of his former 
;AediaraUons are gone, that he has rclinquiflied 
' his opinion, and fub cilbcs now to a fentiment 
vthich he had formerly profeffed the moll utter 
- abhorrence of, an abhorrence fo firmly rooted, 
that no contingencies, no misfortunes, no hu- 
mUiation, could induce him to overcome it. 
If an opinion fo formed, and fo avowed, couW 
be* relinquifoed in a moment, you have realon 
to expeft thtit his other opinions will not prove 
, more lincere nor more permanents This is one 
grand, obvious reafon for foipicion, backed^ 
how^ever, by a thouland others, Svhich have 
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made an impreffion on my mind, but which 
however I am not entirely at liberty to make 
nil* of here ; but Gentlemen, it is not by pro- 
mills by which I am governed, by which this 
Alllinbly or the World in general will be go- 
verned. Let us look to performances, and 
what clrcumftance do you find not only amongfl: 
recent occurrences, hut in the whole hiftory of 
tlic noble EarFs political life, that can in the 
moft remote degree tcn<l to infpirc a confidence, 
cfiil^lifiied upon that bafis? During the Lift Ad- 
miuilliMtion, 1 will venture to fay, you had 
foincriiing better to look to than promifes ^ the 
Members, who now no longer form a part of it, 
not only promifed, but performed; before they 
enme into office, they engaged to bring in a 
Rill for dirainifliing the influence of the Grown: 
What they had engaged to do out of office, 
they performed in it — they engaged to bring, 
hi a Bill of Reform, and for the eftablilhment 
of general occonomy — they did fo they had 
patronized the Contra<5lor*s Bill, as tending to 
purify the popular Reprefentation in Paflia- 
nienr^thcy brought it through all its ftage$, 
^ hilo in office, and made it a law ; — ^and with- 
out any previous engagement, they did, wh^at 
ni my opinion is of as much, or more con|e- 
quence than all the reft, they introduced tie 
Bill for the cxcltfjSon of Excife Officers, &c. 

the right voting, which ftruck more 
f^cally and efTcdu^iy at the corrupt influence 
L 4 ^ 
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of the &Own than any other meafure whatever. 
Not a day paffed, but feme effort was made to 
contribute to the grand objefts of Parliament 
aly purification and general Reform ; and the 
foie ufe they made of the honour of ferving his 
idajefty was, to prove, by actual performances, 
|hat they had not betrayed the confidence of 
the People, by vague, hollow pronufes, which 
they had no inteiuioa to adlicre to. 1 muh re- 
quell you, therefore, to look to performance^ 

and to them only. 1 cannot defire you, it 

would not be fair, to compare the pcjfcnmmca 
of the late Adminiftration, w ith the profni/es of 
fjie prefentj, but I do moll: anxioufly defire you 
compare the performances of the lafl with the 
performances of the prefent. — I (hall defire no 
bett^ir .comparifon — no fuller proof of the dif- 
ference between us. 1 muft beg you, in the 
mean time, not to be fo far milled by founding 
words, as to compare the aftual works of one 
of m«n with ^ the mere verbal engagements 
another. To perform, requires, perhaps’, 
mWe fteadiaefs, more confiftcncy, more finccri- 
than belongs to fome men. To promife is 
cs^y ; requires no refolution, no ability, no in- 
B^t if I am required to be influenced 
By a man’s declarations, it liccomcs me to look 
at his charader i^on the whole, to examine hfe 
declarations in the, whole : <I muft fet his pro- 
pdfes toother, afe wlrat ought to 

be tl^c general reiult ? It yriiiis r^>Qrted in the 

■ ; news- 
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rxws-papcrs, and I have received a farther con?* 
tinnation of it, through the medium of private 
fi ioneis, that the Earl of Shelburne, in his place 
in t!K‘ Houfe of Lor^s, promifed to promote a 
l\iri;anicntary Reform; at the fame time, how- 
ever, that he makes this profefiidn, he intimated 
a clciign of reftoring the obfolctc and dangerptlS 
practice of giving the Royal Negative to Bills, 
vhicli have received the confent of the two 
other parts of the Lcgillature. What is this 
i iyi'jg, in cfrecT: ? why fimply this; ‘‘ fo long as 
the Parliament is what it is ; fo long as it 
is corrupt enough to follow my dlcffcates/* 
(provided the noble Earl Ihould find it fo ; but 
from fbinc indications of honerty which the 
prefent Parliament have given, I deem that to 
he doubtful) ‘‘ fo long as they echo my fenti»* 
monts, that is, the fenliments of the Minifter, 
“ ib long I will by no means advife his MajcRy 
to cxcrcifc his negative* When the Houfe of 
Commons acquiefee implicitly in the wifluej* 
ot the King, his Majefty ftiall not interpofe 
his prerogative againft them; but as foon as 
they fhali be made an lioneft, indepctideii^ 
Houfe of Commons; when, by the Reform 
tluu our late colleagues have compelled tis 
‘‘ adopt, the Parliamentary Reprefentation {ball 
‘‘ be rendered equal, general, and virtuous, 
then it will be' time for me to revive the 
cuftom of his Majefty’s negative; then it 
^ will be proper to check the opinions of fut:k 
a Parliament, and to devife an expedient 

tvhich 
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whicli their honeft and conftitutional powers 
{hall be rendered nugatory and incffeftual 
^fiThe time approaches when the lloufe of Com^ 
will become, in fa^, the Reprefen tation 
of the People, and when their language will 
be the genuine voice of the People ; but as 
fuch an event muft neceffarily prove of a!I 
others the moft unfortunate and hoftile to 
my Adminiftration, I will hit upon a mea- 
fure, by which the inconvenient virtue of 
fuch a Reprefentation may be made impotent 
and dangerlcfs, and by which I may preferve 
my favourite maxim of arbitrary prerogative, 
at the fame time that I cajole the multitude 
by a fpedous conceffion to their wiilres, and 
f* an empty compliance, which can neither be- 
nefit them nor injure med’ Such are the 
gracious intentions of the prefent Minifter— 
&ch the means by which he expects to eftabliflt 
his popularity. But what honeft man can be 
^ftuenced by fuch profcflions — profeflions fo 
fteimghant, fo evidently hollow, and mutually 
jl^ntradi6:ory ? — h.tve another criterion by 
which i judge of a man’s finccrity in any fp<- 
cific inftance ; and that is, by confidering hh 
veracity in other cafes : now the Earl of Shd- 
;hurne has affirmed in Parliament, that he knew 
BO other reafon for my refignation but his ap- 
pointment to the firft feat at the Treafury j i 
give you my word of honour, and pledge every 
thing that is dear to me upon die affertion, that 

there 
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there were other reafons for my refignation, 
niul that thofe reafons were known to the Earl 
of Shelburne. " Happily for me, however, this 
docs not reft upon my Angle teftimony : it refts 
upon tlie evidence of the Huke of Richmond ; 
it refls upon the evidence of Lord Keppel, upon 
the evidence of General Conway, upon the evi- 
dence of that moft upright andrcfpe<5tedcharafter. 
Lord John Cavendiih, and upon the evidence of 
fevcral other Members of his Majefty’s Cabinet, 
M^ho have given the moft conduAvc teftimony 
to the fame purport by their lilence. I'he faft 
\% that the day before the death of the Marquis 
of Rockingham, I did, in the moft folemn, di- 
reft manner, declare my intention of refigna- 
tion in the Cabinet, notwithftanding that the 
health of the Marquis of Rockingham was at 
that time underftood to afford more flattering 
expeftation than it had done lomc days preced- 
ing. rh it being the cafe, therefore, I am com- 
pelled to entertain fomc fufpicions of the noble 
EarLs veracity. But what docs the noble Earl 
hiinfclf fay upon this fubjeft, v/hen he was call- 
ed upon for an explanation on a fubfequent 
day? Unfortunately there was a thin Houft, 
hut the faft is fulficiently attefted, fo as to pre- 
clude the poflibility of a doubt upon it. He 
fud. that he had not only heard me intimate 
foinething Uke an intention to refign on the 
day preceding %rOrd Rodringham’s death, but 
ihiji he bad often^^oH otber days^ heard me exprefs 
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the lame inclination. He had faid, that he 
knew no reafon in God^s earth for my retiring 
from his Majefty’s fervice, but that of his own 
appointment to the Trcafury j and yet, when 
hie comes to his mftification, he acknowledges 
that he and I had frequently differed in the Ca- 
binet ; not upon one or two points, but fre* 
qucntly ; and that in confequence of this dilFcr- 
cnce, I had often exprefled my purpofe of rc- 
fignation. When I find a man diCigree fo en- 
tirely with hlmfclf, I mull: doubt; 1 cannot help 
it ; 1 cannot place an implicit confidence in his 
affertipns, nor rely upon any of his promifes. 
The noble Earl declared publicly, that a penfion, 
which had been granted to one of his friends, 
a great and enormous penfion, was originally 
thought of at the fuggeftion of the Marquis of 
Rockingham, and was, in faef, granted by him. 
He has himlblf fince acknowledged, that this is 
mt true^ he has confelled that the penfion ia 
q^eftion originated in himfclf, as it naturally 
muftj the objeef of the penfion being his parti- 
cular friend. I do not wifli to load this part of 
the fubjc<3:, but I muft mention curfprily, that 
every penfion which has been granted fince the 
laft change but one of Adminiftratxon^ has been 
mven to accommodate the friends of the pre- 
tent Miniftcr j there has not been one fliilling 
laid upon the public in any Aiape ot form what- 
ever, for the for vice of any of the Members of the 
late Adminiftration. Lord Sh«3butne*s friends 

and 
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and conneclions have been the foie and excIU^ ; 
live objects of all the pecuniary grants what- 
ever, that have taken place in the interval al- 
luded to. I do not fay that fome of thefe pen- 
lions have not been given to very rafpe^able 
iind coniidcrablc men. — I am moft fincercly of 
opinion that fome of them w^erc moft juftifiably 
beftowed ; but I am bound at the fame tinie to 
iHinn, that tlicy were all given at his defire tO' 
his particular friends. — I know but of threet 
and I could prove my aflertion by a fpeciffc' 
mention of the individuals, if that were necef- 
r.iry. — Notwithftanding this, I myfelf heard the 
noble Lari, in one fpeech in the Houfe of Peers^ 
and it has been, I believe, pretty corrcftly ftated 
lo me by friends, that he ufed fimilar language 
in another on a fubfequent day, not direftly 
diinn, that is not his way, but ftrongiy infinu- 
atc, that thefe penfions were not only beftowed 
at the fuggeftion of the Marquis of Rockingham, 
but that they vrere the conditions of fome con- 
temptible compromifes which never were heatd 
or before, nor ever had an exiftence but in the 
iK*bIe EarLs fancy. I have Hill anotheY reafoh’ 
lor doubting his promifes I heard him re- 
peatedly declare in Parliament, when the nature . 
ol his fituation feenied to call for fome expbfi- 
lion of his fentiments, as to the important db- 
jc'ft of Reform, ** thaihe.npould cndeanMur to fnp* 
pm the fjftem ^ Rt^orm upon Jair confideratiom^ 
^provided the of mankind Jhould appear fa 
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go with them-^ — He did not exprefs a dired 
approbation of the fyftein ; — he does not like 
explicit avowals of his fentiments,~he only 
promifed a kind of conditional fupport, provided 
the opinions of mankind appeared to go with them. 
Why, he could not fay Icfs, no man could have 
(kid left — If the general opinions of the public 
went that way, he was obliged to accjuicfcc; 
this does not amount to a I'pccilic declaration 
of his own defigns or wiflies — he has not in any 
fpeech I have ever feen or heard of exprcHai 
any fuch dired opinion, but has foothed the 
ear of the public with a general equivocal infi- 
nuation upon this great point, without any 
meaning at all. Not fo the Duke of Riclnnond— 
he has made an explicit pofitive declaration upon 
$he fubjed, which if he docs not adhere to, I 
lhall be more furprifed than ever I was at any 
thing in the world, and more ihaken in my opl* 
nions of mankind than ever I was in my life. 
There does not exiil a man of more fteady prin- 
ciples, nor more facredly obfervant of his pro- 
miieSs than the Duke of Richmond ; no man 
forms a better opinion, and there lives not an 
individual who more fiithfully adheres to all 
his engagements-— There is one danger. Gen- 
tlemen, againft which I muft take the liberty to 
warn you', and which appears fo much the niot« 
formidable to me as coming under a very fp«^* 
cious foape indeed. You are told that if 

once get a proper Parliamentaty iteprefentationt 

you 
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vou have got all you have to wifli for ; this, 
Gentlemen, is not true, you are deceived when 
YOU are told lb. It is moll undoubted, that 
when you have got a proper Parliamentary Rc- 
preientation, you have got a good mean and an 
cxccilent inftrument, but it is ftill ncceffary that' 
you (liould attend to the ufe of that inftrument^ 
Ir.d watch xHigilantly that it be placed in proper 
hands. In all monarchies, and perhaps in mixed 
monarchies particularly, tlie Executive Power ^ 
ounht to be carefully obferved, and the utmoft 
diligence exerted, that the immediate Pow^r 
^\hicIl governs you is not only capable from ta- 
lents, but proper from integrity and firmnefs, 
to cxercifc fuch an employment. Gentlemen, ‘ 
no equality of Reprefentation, no alteration in 
tlic duration of Parliament, no Conftitutioix. 
upon paper or practice of any kind whatever, 
can preferve the juft and natural confequence 
ot this country, if the Executive Government 
ii not lodged with able and honeft hands. I 
wifli you to have a true, general, conftitutional 
Parliament, not that when you have got it, you 
may go to fteep and repofc yourfelves, as if , in., 
entire fccurity — not that you fhould be carclcfe 
er inattentive to tjie Government of your coun-r. 

but for quite contrary purpofes ; that when^ 
you liave got the juft and powerful inftrument 
m your hands of a pure and honeft Parliament, 
you may make ufe of it for conftitutional pur- 
ivfcs j for wateh|i|g over the Executive as well; 

as 
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as the Legiflative Government of your country, 
fo as that your intereft abroad, and fafety at 
home^ be i'ecurcd upon the fureR of nil founds- 
tionSy the vj/piJance of the People dl/p/^ped tiro 
Z condicutionnl medium. All the misfortune 
which liiive befallen this country, have ori^u 
nated principally in the want of due and geurral 
attention to this principle. Thefyllcm has been 
to divide men againft men, tofeparate the fore.' 
of each of them, and to fubvert the foundations 
of reciprocal confidence. 

Thefc are the practices which have exiftcdl 
that they may not be revived, I wifli and impre- 
cate ; 1 may be millakcn, but wficn I fee the 
fame llandard reared again, under tlie banners 
of which fo many calamitous confequcnces have 
jirifen to this country, I thought it my duty to 
light the beacon to my Conftituents, by quittin;^ 
a fituation which I liked perfonally, which wus 
advantageous to me, and as convenient to my 
erreurnftances as flattering to that vanity which 
perhaps inheres more or lefs in all men, but which 
I felt in my confcience I could not keep without 
becoming an accomplice in the delufion wiiidt 
I fiiw preparing againft my fellow-fubjccls. h ^ 
have forefeen thefe firft fymptoms of danger 
fooner than other people, it is not becaulel 
pofteft' more penetration than my neighbours, 
but bccaufe 1 have been placed in circumftanccs 
better calculated for fupplying me with informa- 
tion upon thefe fubjects j becahfe I have had - 

nearer 
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nearer infpeAion, and am in poffeffion of fno 
with a truer key to their fair and prop 
contiru^tion, than other individuals have ha 
yl/// wllb of you is this, if you fhould find n: 
prdhges jailiSed by the event, then I hope yoi 
will do juAice to the lincerity of my feeiings, 
and the veracity of my aflertions : if they are 
n(3t confirmed by the event, I ihall fubmk my^ 
felt contentedly to your feverity, and acknow- 
kd^c niyfclf the wretch which your authorifed 
imligihuion will doubtlefs paint me. 

I have been accufed of betraying Cabinet fc- 
crets. Do the perfons who advance this aLfurd 
and groundlcfs charge, recollcel: that not one 
fylLible has fallen from me upon any occafion, 
tiiat in any refpecl afihcls the State, or the fe- 
crets of the Cabinet, but which has n'??nfpired 
in other fituations, and has been ineucioned by 
the Duke of Richmond, Lord Keppel, Lord 
John Cavendiflh, General Conway, and the Earl 
ot Shelburne. Do the advocates for this nobte 
Earl condemn me for the very conduft which 
cxcufe or approve in him ? or do cliey 
efteem it an advantage in turn to participate^ 
even in the guilt of fome men ? Thcib arc but 
aukward compliments, if they are intended :^ 
fuch; but the faft is, the whole charge is abfurd 
^nd trifling ; and in this inftance, thereibre, I 
fl'all do more to the charaAer of the^po- 

Earl than hi$ immediate partizans have done 
^OL.11 M by 
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by their filly patronage of fo ill-founded an ac* 
cufation. 

Gentlemen, Dr. Jebb, has expreffed his opi. 
nion to you, with rcfpect to the independence 
of America, in a very clear and demonftrative 
manner. I entirely concur with that worthy 
Gentleman on this fubjeft, and moft fmccrely 
think that the independence of America, is not 
only a mcafure abfolutely ncccffary for the po- 
litical falvation of this country, but in itfelf con- 
fidcred in the abftraft, a juft, wife, and equitable 
meafurc- Some people reprefent this opinion as 
a humiliating, abjeeft opnnion. I think quite the 
contrary; that which contributes to the preferva- 
tion of a State, already at the verge of ruin, can* 
not, in a political view, be mean ;“that, which 
reftores freedom to a brave and generous People, 
cannot, in any view, be abjeft. Without a com- 
plete, unconditional acknowledgment pf Ame- 
rican independence, this Country can have no 
fafety ; and why, therefore, fhould wc deftroy 
the effecl of a neceflary mcafure by an ungra^ 
cious mode of performing it. They arc Englifl^' 
men,— they have Englifh Iiabits, — Englifli feel- 
ings let us do with them as we did ^vlth 
Ireland, and I doubt not the fame elTcfts 
follow. Had wc bargiiined with the Peopk oi 
Ireland, inftcad of granting them liberally what 
thiff liad an honeft right to, I am convinced 
fliould not at this time have had that country 

for our friend ; they alked for rights,— wc feio 
- in 
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ill reply, take them, they are your’s — natut*e 
oMve \ou them — we hang no conditions about 
the ucv'k of Jullicc — we truft to your generofiiy, 
xnd rely upon your affediion. What was the 
c. nrciiuencc ? — they felt the manly fincerity of 
this conducT: as they Ought ; — that brave and 
loyil People, attached to this country from com- 
ijion h.ibits and common feelings, and ftiraulatcd 
!:y the generous mode of giving them what they 
v'or: perhaps before in poircflion of, immediately 
: t about giving fome fubftantial indications of 
thdi- gratitude, and agreed to furnifli this coun- 
try with its beft afliilance, a large number of 
icimcii. If aiTairs fliould proceed in Ireland, as 
they have hitherto done, I maintain tl.vat that 
'■ or ‘ in Parliament, which granted to the Irifli 
tlu'ir juft rights, and acknowledged their inde- 
pendence, was one of the moil advantageous 
eotcs ever palTcd in the Briiifh Senate, and was 
a vote for an immediate lupply of ten fail of the 
line — A generous, enlightened People, formed, 

I i iiJ before, with Englilli principles, and ac- 
tuated by Englifli prejudices, were fure to aft 
liKc luiglifhmen when they were treated with 
gt-’ocrofiiy and kindnefs. If you had ftipulated 
bargained with them— if you had put the 
pofTelTion of their natural privileges upon con- 
^l^oCncies, upon conditions, I firmly believe, 
fupply of feamen would never have been 
and Ireland would have remained at, 
day, not as a part of the ftfength, but of 
M 2 the 
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the weakncfs of this country. This is the plan 
of broad, juft, Ubcral politics, that I always wifli 
to fee obfcrvcd through every part of the Bri- 
tifti Empire : this is the way to treat with En- 
gliflimcn — to conciliate their affections, and to 
difpofc them to peace ; they abhor bargaining 
when liberty is the objeft cf tlie ftipulation; 
they will not relign the ninth part of a hair in 
a bargain, but will give themfclvcs^ if treated 
with candour, fairnefs, and lincerity. If this 
conduft proved fo efficacious in Ireland, why 
ihould we not hope it would prove equally pow- 
erful in America? The Americans have the fame 
principles, the fame paffions, the fame conftitu- 
tiott, the fame nature ; and I have no doubt, il 
Ms Majefty’s Minifters Ihould think proper to 
adopt my fentiments, now that I am out of 
office, a folid, permanent, and advantageous 
Treaty may ftill be formed With that country : 
but then it muft have juftice in its principle, and 
liberality in the tenor of its formation. I wift, 
with all poffible fincerity, that they may purfue 
this plan — if they do liot, ^ fear peace is very 
remote indeed. What will then be our fit na- 
tion ?— an indifpofition for peace, at leaft for 
the only principle upon which peace can be had, 
and an inability for war. Our refources are 
certainly much dimtnillied \ and if they were 
to be employed againft our brethren ia Atae* 
rica, I am not certain that I ihould rejoice much 
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in perceiving the means of fuch a bloodflicd 
inucli multiplied. 

The noble Earl at the head of the Treafury 
Ikis faidj that if the independence of America 
fhould be granted during the cxiftence of his 
Athniniftration, and he profeffed himfclf of Opi- 
nion that it fliould, the fplcndor of this Country 
would be gone, its Sun would be fet, and his 
(Government would take place in the twilight of 
the Empire. I fliall not comment upon the re- 
ludancc which this ilyle of fpcaking implies in 
tlie noble Earl, as to this great and neceflary 
object; but cannot help obferving, that the no- 
ble Earl’s terms appear to me the !)cft and moft 
appolitc to his filuation that were ever ufed on 
any occafion. — lie was aware that his Admini- 
ft ration was not calculated for the light of day; 
he feared that fomctlung between light and 
darknefs would be wanted in it — An involun- 


tary confeioufnefs convinced him, that a gUm- 
xnering half-light was full as much as his Go- 
vernment could wifely be expofed to — that it 
^^'ould, notwithflaiiding, be as much illumined 
by the light of promife as darkened by the gloom, 
of cliftrefs ; and, therefore, that it would litcr- 
aliy be an Adminiftration between light and 
darknefs, or, as his Lordfliip emphatically called 
a political twilight. 

Gcudemen, I have nothing farther, to fay, 
oian to thank you once tnor^ for the conllant 
and unremitting teftimonies which you have 
M 3 given 
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given me of your entire approbation of my 
condu^. I have had the honour of ferving his 
Majefty three months — a fliort period~but yet, 
perhaps, long enough to operate as a trial of my 
integrity : if, during that interval, you know 
of any inttance wherein I have forfaken my old 
principles — wherein I have held one language 
out of oflice, and another in it, with refped 
either to perfons or things, then think me a 
double man, and defpife me. If, on the con- 
trary, you find my conduct has been marked 
by an indefatigable exertion to do every thing 
in my power for the intcrcfl of this Country in 
general, and yours in particular 5 if you fhould 
lind, upon the clofeft ferutiny, that this has 
been the folc and anxious aim of my fliort 
niiniflcrial cxifccnce, 1 fliall then hope, that 
whatever may be your opinion of my abilities, 
you will at ieatt give credit to my intentions, 
and fublcribc to my fmeerity. 

Gentlemen, T am obliged to trouble you with 
one word farther on a lubjc6l that had clcapcd 
me, and that is, refpec^ing my very worthy col- 
ieaguc, Sir Cecil Wray. I have had the honour 
of a letter from him, wherein he requefts me to 
take this opportunity of afluring you, that he 
entirely, and in the flrongcfl: mapner, approves 
of every part of my condud ; and that his opi- 
nions, with refpeci: to America in particular, 
exactly accord witli my own, as I flatter myfelf 
your’s do alia He farther aCurcs me* that bis 

opinions 
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opinions upon, that fubjeft are fo firmly cfta- 
Mifhcd that they muft continue to be his fcati- 
mcnts through life. 

Gentlemen, you have not had a long oppor- 
tunity of experiencing the integrity and ability 
of my worthy Colleague; — but you will permit 
me to fay, who know him, that the longer he 
lOiUinucs your Member, the more will he ap- 
prove himfcif an upright, able, independent Se- 
nator, and an honeft Man. 


M4 


Paj>er III. 
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Paper III. 

Proceedings at a General Meeting of the County 
g/* Nottingham, on the day of October ^ 1782. 


AT a Meeting of the County of Nottingham, 
held at the Moot Hall, in Mansfield, on 
Monday the 28th of Oftober, by call of 
the High Sheriff. 

The Right Hon. Lord GEORGE SUTTON, in 
the Chair. 

The foIlowingPctItion was unanimoufly agreed to: 

Sn? the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain, 
in Parliament ajfemhled^ 

The Humble Petition of the Nobility, Gentle- 
men, Clergy, and Freeholders of the Coun- 
ty of Nottingham, 

Sheweth, 

THAT from whatever caufes the inadequate 
arid difproportionate reprefentation of the Com- 
mons of this realm may have arifen, it is an 
evil of a very high magnitude, which has not 
been Icfi injurious to the pad, than it is danger- 
ous 
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ous to the future intercfts of our country, and 
which we trull it will not be thought unworthy 
the wifdom and virtue of this Honourable Houfe 
to rctonn. 

1 0 this wifdom and virtue wc refpcclfully 
confide the reform ; but it is our earnefl: Peti- 
tion that no delay may be admitted in taking 
this grievance into the.fcrious confidcration of 
this Houle ; at the fame time we fubmit to the 
judgment of this Honourable Houfe, the prefent 
ftatc of the duration of Parliament, trufting that 
this Honourable Houfe will provide fuch a re- 
drds as may diilufc a general falisfadiini, rcflore 
the purity of this Honourable Houfe as the true 
Reprefentative of the People, and do away every 
fulpicion which weakens their confidence in the 
tinited Lcgillature of the Nation. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray. 


Rcfolvcd, That when this Petition has been 
circulated in the County, in order that it may 
receive the fignatures of the Nobility, Gentry, 
^iergy, and Freeholders, it be prefented to 
Ihc Houfe of Commons, cither by the Members 
of the County, or by one of the Members of 
J^arliament prefent at this Meeting, or by Fre- 
<icrick Montagu, Efq. 

Refolved, I'hat the thanks of this Meeting 
^ given to the Right Hon. Lord George Sutton, 
or his ready acceptance of the Chair, and his 
^Uention to the buiinefe of Ujis day. 

Refolved, 
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Rcfolvcd, That the thanks of this Meeting be 
given to the Right Honourable Vifeount Galh 
way, merely for his concurrence with the 
Petitioners, but particularly for the generous 
example of yielding his pcrhuial intcrefts to tlic 
views of this Petition. 

Rclblvcd, That the thanks of this Meeting 
be given to the Right llonourahlc the Earl oi 
Surrey, to Sir George Savile, and to the other 
Members of the lloufc of Commons^ who have 
honoured this Meeting with their prefence, and 
fo powerfully enforced, the jufticc and wifdom 
of the Petition. 

Rcfolvcd, d’Jiat this Meeting be adjourned 
fubjeft to the call of the Chairman. 

Rcfolved, 'rtuil tiie Proceedings of this Meet- 
ing be publifhed under the lignature of the 
Chairman. 

GEORGE SUTTON, Chairman. 


Paper IV. 
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Firmer IV. 

Crummiry Account of the Debate at a General 
Meeting of the County ^Nottingham, on the 
i%th day of Odober^ 1782, 


Company afTcmbled at the Moot Hall, 
JL Manslicld, about twelve ohlock, purfuant 
to the .ulvcrlifement of li e liigli hhcrlil*. 'I'lie 
buhnefs comntenced wiih a motion of John 
Cil’oert Cooper, Efq; inviting the Kiglit Hon# 
ie)rd George Sutton to tlic Chiair, as the liigh 

• >hcriiriiad not thought lit to give his pcrioiial 
‘tUetuhincc. I’liis motion feconded by 1/aun- 
toloi Roilcilon, Efq; was unaniinouily approved, 
‘UHi liis Lordihip took the Cliair : freon which 
he informed the company tliat they were called 

* '.>:hcr to determine upon the proj)riety of 
rreienting a Petition to Pariiament, t(' take into 
^-nnlidcration the defetiis of the prelknt Repre^ 
kntation of the Commons, at the fime time to 
^^’con)incnd to their attention tlic duration of 
rariiament. 


herd Vifeount Gai.lway then addreffed die 
M^ctingjobferving that the advcrtifcinent of the 
^^^gh Sheriff determined immediately his attends 

ance 
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:^nce, as he thought it the duty of every gen- 
tleman to be prefent at a Public Meeting, pro- 
perly fuinmonal, rliat he might in a manly w ay 
give his alfcnt or dib'ent to the fubjecls of their 
dclibcr ition. That he had come to Manslicld, 
ignorant of what might be the fpccific Propoli- 
tions of thofc gentlemen who had ligned the Rc- 
quifition, but decided as to his own conducl, 
that if the Propohtions fliould not meet his 
ideas of propriety, he fliould publicly tdlify his 
difapprobation ; as it was his opinion, that a 
filent acquicfccncc in the mcafurcs of a County 
Meeting, implied the approbation of thofc who 
had not oppofed it. He was happy liowcvcr in 
afluring the Meeting,, that the objcdls of the 
Petition which would be propofed to them, had 
his entire and cordial approbation. It was con- 
veyed in terms of decency and moderation, it 
was clear and prccife, and it cxpreflbd a proper 
rcfpecT to thofc whom \t was addreffed to. It 
was on a fubje-cd: of high importance, and which 
perhaps hardly needed diibuflion to meet the 
approbation of the whole iTeinbiy. It w^as no 
party bufiaefs, he was himfclf no party man, 
nor any w^ay connected with any body of public 
men. lie acTed from his own views of public 
meafures, and by thofc fhoald his conduA ever 
he dirc6:cd. He was fcnfiblc that the Houfe of 
Commons was not fuch a Reprefentation of the 
People as it ought to be, and though his own 
interefts might be much affected by the Reform 

which 
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^vll^ch was in view, yet would he not fuffer pri- 
vate motives to ftand in the way of what was 
ctlVoti d to the Conftitution, and neceffary to the 
ot the \\ hole. He wiihed the People of 
thi'> Country to have what was their undoubted 
right, a pure reprefentation, unmixed wi= h other 
inilucncc. It behoved Parliament to attend to 
this right, and therefore the prayer of the Pe- 
tition w^as reafonaule, and inuft approve itfelf to 
all. 

ills Lordfliip then read the Petition. 

Mr. Dickenson Rastall being then called 
on by the Chairman, faid, that not doubting 
but fo good a caufe would have been fupported 
by a multitude of abler advocates, he was rather 
unprepared j but however that his fentiments, 
fuch as they were, he would truft to the indul- 
gence of the Meeting, in the language of plain 
lincx vity. He then commented on the fuccefe 
of their former Petitions, which, notwithftand- 
ing the prognoftications of fome, and the appre- 
henfions of others, had been the occafion of no 
'ioionce or commotions, but had merely driven 
fi" ‘Tn the Adminiftraticn of the kingdom a Mi- 
niftcr grown old in poUticai fin, and ftrength- 
ened by experience in the fcience of corruption. 
He faid they did not wi£h to alter the Conftitu- 
fion; they only wanted to bring it back to what 
H was before. Influence was a fcience, and Par- 
hamentary fufi&rages a itierchandize. He ob- 

ferved 
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fes^d^a^t 'for the fake of unaniinity,'‘they had 
their Petition to one objeft, biit that 

i^Wilhes went to others, particularly the du- 

^tion of Parliaments, and the cuftom of grant- 
»g private benevolences to the Crown before 
Ipp, fandlion of Psurliatnent hid been obtained 
l^ch might foon raife it above the affiftance of 
TOC Commons. After dating the grievances of 
TO^iiatioh, concludljig ,ia the vvords Of a 
^MC author, that if they were not redrefled, 
^ime would foorfbe at hand « when Britain 
di^nefrate fons,” he pro. 
to obviate the Objeftions which had been 
•to the petitioners. He faid that at firft 
iity^ere tajted with fuchdCnSocratical nOtiofis, 
|i»btWng but ill humour could fugged, and 
.^hing but abfurdity itfelf believe. That novf 
cry was they were i party, thit by a party 
tipfet had been dormciiii and that they 
^^ted to rule the kingdpiU by party. Wfi^ 
-Hi>ny? they knew 4at it ,w£ J haWS 
^raidratton without Part^i it was to lofc'onc 

other ; it 
between the King and his 
a thoufand other eyils.^ Party, he 
^-^hCf UAdeHiPc^ to be conii%rt in council, 
^ty Of IW^cflions, identity of 
me* ii^jt^i^tipn. 

i'4at.-foch. a' 

t^prliuions, 
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Commons, that needed not much ingenu^ 
to produce arguments in favour of any meafure 
v^hich might lead to fo defirable an end. ‘He 
' afked, to what our prefent degraded ftatCtas a 
‘ nation was owing, hut to the unwife; and cn- 
‘ minal condua of Parliament. To this 
‘referred the commencement and the obfttiifife 
‘ profecution of a war, which had been ptod^tf^ 

‘ tivc only of calamity and difgrace, ah, 

‘ which could not have been experienced if tW 
‘ collecllve wlfdom and virtue of a free Pcopje 
‘had entered into the Legiflation. This 
‘ proved from faft ; for who were the couftaht 
‘ iupporters of our mad politics, but thCiRfe^hl^ 

‘ bers for decayed Boroughs, the ReprcfcnfatM^ 

‘ of a mere handful of Electors, who getteya|i)^ 

‘ had no choice at aO, while the wifdoin ah<i. 

* virtue of Oppoiitibn had been found in 
' County Members and the Reprefentatiyc9 |>i 
‘ large and populous Towns, where a ftee 
‘could alone be expected.' And if this flibi 
choice prevailed fc any considerable 
would it ever be that men would 
l^arliamenjt, td take, care of the*natio^^- 
who were ngiarfcied for indifference to 
tcrcft’but th^ir bwiij that yotiiagrhi^ 
fent to Parliament, in which tbe^v^crc fa 1^ 
to be wife, not fb impart and 
dom, already ac^i|ipfi5d ? 

to PariianjenCrrikt^y tb’-p^take 

affords Jtfenal^rs?^ahdy#^ 



t 

,of,th?fc conftitute the views of mi.ny wht 
Obtained Seats in that Houle* He con 
i^tkded with recommending it as the duty oi 
^ery one to aim at that regulation which the 
“ rurce of our misfortunes pointed out to them. 

might then hope that our National Coun- 
^ would be difting^ilhed by wifdom and dif- 
^^terieliedncls, inftead of folly and felfilhnefs. 

period Sir ',G. Sayile being refpeft- 
^tty delired to communicate his fentiments, he 
complied, but obferved, that it was al- 
.unneceflafy, his decided opinion of the 
l^l^r^ntation of this kingdom being he pre* 
Itnown, as to Ipave no one igno- 
4*' Indeed it wa$ to him a queftion fo 
^ Iplf-cvident, sis in the: very dating of it 
mind, carried convi^on with it : if Re- 
^ny mean^g, the: preiient ftate 
«, as I^epc^entative' of the 

^^t*v^^jW|is an absurdity, a contmdi^lfon to 
I “ot it 

llhere co^d ,.‘nbt he 
opinions upop the rui>j'c|b And 
and cbntjcadiftpm fo . it had 

, .. fbme/pw 

the 

~ ■ '•' ' ' •' TedtitUve 



c: *93 3 

fentative Body had reduced the kingdom. Per- 
haps the warmth of a truly patriot mind, the 
inilignancy of a generous fpirit, led him to 
fpeak too feverely of the confequences. The 
prcfont endeavours of the People to ftay the 
progrefs of the ruin were, he feared, to ufe a 
trite phrafe, like faftening the door when the 
{Iced was ftolen, or as if a phyheian fhould or- 
der an alterative, when his patient was dying 
of an apoplcKy. As no hope however could 
originate from any other fourcc than the Re- 
form in view, he could entertain no ideas of a 
clifTorcnt opinion; but he was glad that the two 
objects of the Petition, viz. The reforming the 
Reprefentation, and fliortening the duration of 
Parliament, were feparated from each other, and 
did not (land in the very contemplation of the 
Petitioners on the fame ground. The tieceffity 
of a Reform in both did not even to himfelf ap- 
pear equally clear, and though to both he could 
confeientioufly fubferibe, yet many who were 
ftnguine friends to the firft meafure, had more 
dan doubts with refpect to the Utter, and 
*^ight have been rd^elled from figning the Peti- 
don altogether, if the Petition had been fo 
framed, as to require an equal affent to both*. 

, ihc one therefore, to which no man cotil4 
frame a decent objeffion, was the body and 
foul of the Petition, it was the fubjefl: of clear, 
Unambiguous, decided requeft ; the other with 
hatever doubts and differences of opinion wer^ 
II, N annexed 
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annexed to it, was fubmktcd to the fober ddi- 
beration and judgment of Parliament. 

Mr. Walker next claimed the attention of 
the Meeting, but in a diflerent view of the hb. 
jcd. He wifhed rather to obviate objcclions 
than to add any thing to the unanfwcrabic ar- 
guments by which the propriety and utility ef 
the Petition had been enforced. Many fpecious 
objections had been and would be urged, to di- 
vert the minds of the People from the falutary 
objeft of their Petition, that it was a novelty, a 
moulding the Conllitution anew ; that if wife 
and right in itfcif, it did not meet the prefent 
temper of the kingdom, and being merely the 
ipeculation of a few, w'ould only divide the 
nation in a moment which of all others alkcd 
the united aid of every heart and hand, and that 
it would unnerve the Executive Power, by weak- 
ening the dependance of Adminiftration upon 
the Commons, from whom the fupplies of Go- 
vernment were to be received. — To each of thefe 
objefkions he propofed to anfwer in their order: 

The firft, viz. that the objecE of the People’s 
prayer was an abfolute innovation, appeared to 
be a formidable objecEion ; but he trufted that 
a little attention to the origin and progrefs of 
our lingular Conftitution would Ihcw the ob- 
jpaion to be wholly unfounded, that the evil 
eomplaincd of in the Petition was itfelf the thing 
abhorrent and ftrange to the ideas of Englilh- 
men, and that the Redrefs petitioned for was 

fimplj" 
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fimpiv' 3 renovation. If this could be clearly 
(hewn, it could not fail to reconcile the minds 
oi c\cry one as to their old habitude and right* 
IVat as this was a matter of hiftoric evidence, he 
prcruincd that he fliould not affront his audience 
lii gi\ing them a brief abllract of the rife, pro- 
tMcls, and diferiminating fpirit of the Englilh 
Cunilitution, as no unncccffary information to 
many wliofc fituation in life might render fo 
uichil a knowledge inacceffiblc to them. He 
aU'crled that the actuating principle and virtue 
of the rngliflt Conftitution, was derived from, 
and founded upon, the priiiueval rights of hu- 
man nature, upon the fenfe, conviction, and in- 
variable cxcrcife of thefe rights with our early 
anceilors, to which their being fecrctcd for ages 
from the knowledge of the dangerous refine- 
ments of more polilhed European nations had 
principally contributed. 

That pafiing from the Eaft along the traft of 
iSiorthern Europe, and uncontaminated with the 
ervile maxims of Ariftocratic and Monarchical 
tiovernment, to which the Southern Regions 
ui long been habituated, they had defeended 
hiio the rich Provinces of the Roman Empire, 
«nd imported with them wherever they efta- 
blifhed themfelves, the liberal fpirit by which 
foeicty had till that moment been condud:ed 
^tnongft them. This fpirit confifted in the 
of all, equality of rights, and that in 
N 2 this 
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this view, every Member of Community flood 
upon the fame ground. Whatever diftinctions 
particular exigencies might require, they were 
diftinftionsof utility, artificial arrangements for 
a common good, often aboliflicd when the exi- 
gence ceafed, but never fubverfivc of the pri« 
mary, the fundamental right to property, to 
liberty, to Icgillation, to life in all. Kings 
were originally but the leaders of their mi- 
litary expeditions, and Barons, fubordinate 
Chieftains under them, inftituted to ferve the 
purpofes of the State, dependent for their very 
exillencc and authority upon the will of tlic 
State, controulablc by, and accountable to the 
State, and which the ncccflities of the State 
in its lengthened ftruggle for dominion with 
the natives of tlic Roman Provinces, render- 
ed permanent eftablifliments. The State con- 
fifted originally in the Affcmbly of the whole 
Community, in whom refided the Supreme 
Power, and in which was combined, the mili- 
tary, the legiflative, and often the judicial and 
executive character. But when the refiftance 
of the natives was utterly fubdued, and they 
were reduced to the condition of villainage or 
flavery, the neceffity of convening the whole 
community in their military character no longer . 
cxifted, and the inconvenience of GeneralAfl'em- 
* blies rendered it expedient to provide fome other 
mode of difeharging the Legiflative duties of 

the 
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the State. To the greater Chieftains or Barons, 
a pcrfonal attendance was leather an honour than 
All inconvenience, while the leffer Barons, who 
with tlic greater were all originally pares. Peers 
or ccpials, were permitted to appear in tlic great 
A'Tcmblics of the nation by tlieir Reprefentatives 
or Proxies. In the collcclive Affemblies of the 
whole Community is feen the origin of Parlia- 
ment at all, in the latter inftitution, the firft 
dirtiacl;ion of two orders in Parliament, viz. the 
greater Barons or Lords, who fate in perfon, 
and tlic Reprefentatives of tlic Icflcr Barons, 
who arc now the Knights or the Reprefentatives 
’of Counties. In this chara<5ler Parliament con- 
tinued for many years, till tlu contefts between 
the greater Barons and the Monarch, and the 
advantages of commerce to both, introduced a 
further change, a new fpccies of Reprefentatives 
in the great Parliament of the nation. The fre- 
quent neceflities of the Monarch invited him to 
emancipate the villains or Haves on his own 
Royal domain, by incorporating them witli cer- 
tain privileges, to erect them into the character 
Ireemen ; from this inlUtution the Monarch 
derived their pcrfonal fervice in his wars, and 
pecuniary aids from that wealth which their 
privileges and the exercife of commerce foon 
acquired to them. This example fo advantage- 
to the Monarch, was followed by the Barons, 
Corporations incrcafcd through the whole 
^‘^gdom. The convenience of receiving from 
N 3 them 
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them grants of money procured their fummons 
to Parliament by their Reprefentatives ; the in- 
creafuig number, wealth and power of this new 
order of freemen, taught them their own con- 
fequcncc, and the ncccllities of the ftatc gained 
them a full admiflion to all the Rights of Lcgid.i- 
tion inP:irliainent,and fet them upon a level w ith 
the Reprefentatives of the Counties. Thus waj 
perfc<5lcd the form of the Englifli Parliament, 
when to the Reprefentatives of the Counties 
were added thofe of the Boroughs or incorpo- 
rated Towns, at prefent ililcd the Citizens and 
Burgefles. The liberal fpirit of Chriftianity co- 
operated with the utility of the State, and lilently 
did away the very idea of a villain or Have.— 
Thus wliatcvcr entered into the firft idea of a 
freeman, whatever was of the elfence of hb 
rights in the hrii Conftitution of the invading 
nation, was extended to every freeman, and ot 
thefe rights, that of Legiflation cither in Perfon 
or by their Reprefentative, was a primary and 
fundamental one. The neighbouring nations 
had originally the flime Conftitution, the prln- 
ciples from which the form of Engiifh Govern- 
ment had its fourcc, but not availing thcmfelvcs 
of the lame circumftances, they acquired not 
the fame enlargement, the fame fecurity in the 
Reprefentation of the Commons at large againil 
the encroachments of Power; and they^ have 
fallen as wc behold them, from a ftate of the 
higheft freedom, into an abjeft dcpendancc on 

defpotic 
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dcfrotic Monarchs: An awful example lo thefc 
kin-^clom5, to our Nobles, with all their fancied 
and power, as it is not in human nature 
t ) provide a folid bulwark againft tlie continu- 
.dly (Operating advantages of a Crown, unlels in 
the fpirit, the freedom, the equal Rights of the 
ih rplo. But what he wifhed his audience to 
c from the whole review, was this Tingle, 
this great principle, that Legidation either in 
IVrlon or by Reprefentation, is the ccjual, the 
conunon right of all, that it is inherent in the 
very ivlea of an Englifli freeman, that it w'as im* 
ported into this ifland with our early anccflors, 
tint the grant wliich embraced fellow-men as 
freemen, communicated this right, and that as 
all are now free it is communicated to all. The 
inequalities in this common right wdiich have 
taken place, and which the Petition aims to rc- 
drefs, Iiavc been created by inattention, by acci- 
dent, by abufe, but do not iflue from the fpirit 
nr regVilar ufage of the Conilitution, and have 
greatly rlfen to their prefent dangerous height, 
‘ giinft the very intention of the Conilitution, 
thofe changes which could not pollibly 
luve been forefeen. It was the convenience of 
• ‘ic Monarch which lirft erected Haves into Cor- 
porations of Freemen, and fummoned them to 
Ibrliament. Hence arofe to the crown that 
dangerous prerogative, w'hich was too long per- 
of fummoning Reprefentatives to Par- 
^^ament from wdiatever place it pleafed. This 
N 4 was 



C 200- 3 

was one fourcc of unequal Reprefentatlon, which 
the wifdom of Parliament has indeed guarded 
againff in future, but too late to prevent the 
evil confequcnccs. When it intercepted the fur- 
ther cxercilc of this Prerogative of the Crown, 
it ought to have rccfificd the abufes which the 
prerogative had already cftabliflicd. Similar 
inequalities have taken place from the creating 
of Corporations by the Barons on their feparate 
eftates, which through their influence obtaining 
a fummons to Parliament, the abfolutc property 
of thefc Boroughs has been conveyed with the 
eftates to their fucceffors. Another and perhaps 
the moft fruitful fource, has been in the changes 
and Revolutions which the lapfe of time has 
produced. Great and populous towns have 
vaniflied as it were from the face of the land, 
and have hardly any exiftence but upon paper, 
yet the right of Reprefentation continues, though 
the very caufc and rcafon of Reprefentation has 
ceafed. While the very fame time and fluftu- 
ations of commerce, have created many more 
towns of the firft rank and confequence in the 
kingdom, to which no Reprefentation has been 
extended. Thus in whatever view we contem- 
plate the fpirit and delign of our Conftitution, 
we fee clearly that the prayer of tlie Petition has 
nothing of innovation, nothing ftrange in it, 
nothing but what the very idea of Parliament 
embraces and intends, nothing but what is 
cflential to, and inherent in, the Rights of Free- 
men, 
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men, and that the greateft abufes in the Reprefen- 
tation arc conti'ary to the very defigii ot our an- 
cci'tors themfelvcs, unwile and improvident in 
inaiiy inllances as thelb anceftors have been, it 
];i^ ever been deemed an excellence in our Con- 
llitution, that there was relident in it the power 
ami virtue of recurring to its original principles, 
whenever it fliall be found to have dangcroufly 
degenerated from them ; and if a Government 
mean well, it would be abfolute fuicide in it not 
to rectify abufes, which mere accident, time, or 
corruption have introduced, and which if not 
rcdrclVcd, threaten to deliroy all its character, 
and all its well being. 

Having removed the imputation of novelty 
in the redrefs which the Petition prays for, 
Mr. Walker next adverted to the lecond ob» 
jedion, that however wife aiul right in itfclf, it 
did not meet the prefent temper of the king- 
dom, but would only difturb, divide and diltra^k 
the nation, in a moment which required all its 
union. But let thefe men, whoever or of w^hat- 
cver rank they be, withdraw each their indivi- 
dual oppofition, and the objection falls to the 
ground. Allowing the right, the wifdom, and 
utility of the Petition ; they themfelvcs fliouid 
not fwell the number of its opponents, an ob- 
jection confefled to be founded in mere oblH- 
and perverfenefs, in a refufal of public 
good, Ihould not lie at their door : every fellow 
lubject who will not accord with the Petition, 

iliould 
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fliould meet the friends of it on the ground 
of Conftitutionai Right, of national utility, 
and when all nianJy and virtuous reply fail? 
them, it is a crime of the highen: form not to 
be a friend, not to take a decided part in the 
caufe of truth and right. It is not a rafli and 
paffionatc cenfure to aflirm, that with a filent 
acquiefcencc in the right and utility of the Pc- 
tition, no good motive is at the bottom of that 
mind, which ftill continues to ohjccl: to it, and 
throNvs any difliculty in the way of its fuccefs. 
The queftion between the friends and the ene- 
mies of the Petition is reduced to a fliort iffue. 
Its friends plead the jullicc, the wifdom, the ex- 
pedience of the mcalurc, the horrid experience 
of paft mifehiefs, the well-founded apprehcnfion 
of growing evil from the fame malignant fource. 
Let the enemies of the Petition ftand forth in 
the foce of their country, and fhew that it is 
Tiot juft, not wife, not expedient; that the abufes 
complained of have not been difgraceful and 
ruinous, and have not an ugly a/peft on the 
future; let them fhew this, or continuing in a 
filent and fiillcn oppofition, let them abide the 
confequcnce; the imputation of having renounc- 
ed in this inftance all the obligations of a citi- 
zen, of a well wiftier to the public good. It is . 
with men of this complexion, that the true difli- 
rulty refts, they are the authors of the oppe- 
fition, w ith them lies all the crime of dif-union; 
but whether timidity, a foirit of no Englifli hue, 

ov 
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or views which are not fit to be owned, create 
nnci fupport their dilafie^ion, it becomes them 
in know that an ]^n[^lifliman cannot refpect an 
(.ppoHtion fo founded ; that the timid, the ilii- 
W \ 11, and t:ie fclffti, arc the enemies whom he 
<.\pects to meet with in the field of all his vir- 
t noils con tells. 

Bat it is laftly urged, that llic Reform, if it 
{liould be adopted, will unnerve the ICxecutivc 
Power, by uinloing that influence, that afeen- 
danc) ol A{liniiiillration over thcHoufcof C"om- 
nion i, which is pleaded to be necefTary to Go- 
vernment. But if the pica fail, the Rcfoim 
^’ue;iu not to be relifted on this ground. This 
is the latl rclin^^e of the enemies to a Parliament- 
ary Rclbrm, and in the fuppol'cd flrength of 
wiiich I verily believe many are really deceived. 
hut a deliiiition of terms, particularly of the Go* 
vernment, to which fuch an unconlUtutional 
influence is ncccffary, may contribute to undc- 
ccivc them. It is undoubtedly ncccfiary to a 
Chivernment which refpects not the popular 
'‘pinion, but this is not, or ought not to be, the 
Chivcrnment of England ; and if it be, is the 
very ftrongeft reafon, wliy an influence of fo 
curled a nature fhould be utterly extirpated. 
Some ambiguous and covert phrafes require to 
turned into plain Engllili, in order clearly 
^0 underftand them. In plain EngUQi then, 
decided majority of the Minifter in the Houfc 

means. 
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means, that it fliould be the Minifter’s houfe, 
not the Houfe of Commons of England, and 
whether this be an honeft, virtuous and falu- 
tary Englifh maxim, I think may be left to 
the effrontery of your boldeft enemy to fay. 
What! a majority, prepared, difpofed to carry 
through the Minifter’s meafurcs*, fworn, bound, 
and paflive to his will, without rcgard«to the 
good plcafurc of the People, by whom, and for 
whom they arc or ouglit to be ! No ! the Con* 
ftitulion means the Minifter no Yuch majority, 
it abhors it, and no utility of a wife and virtuous 
Government rc([uircs it. No majority in tlic 
very idea of that houfe is intended, but what 
the wifdoni, lionclly, and patriotifm of the Mi- 
nifter’s con duel: defer ves and ever will procure 
to him. Let a Miniller ftand forth, and anfwer 
for this to Parliament and to the People, and 
every one may anfwer with his life for a triumph- 
ant majority, without the intervention of trouble- 
foiiie, illiberal, and dirty intrigues. Let any one 
for a moment conceive a Parliament in faftious 
Oppofition to fuch a Minifter, and Almighty as 
it may prefume itfclf to be, he will foon perceive 
that there is an Almighty Power which will 
coutroul and convert it to the public good. — 
Standing in the midway between the Crown and 
the People, and difowhed, unfupported by either. 
Parliament would feel the awe of that Conftitu- 
tional Spirit, which is the fecrct ftay and fccu- 
rity on which the fabric of our Government 

refts, 
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refts, which has and I truft will lave It In the moft 
perilous encounters. This is not idle theory^ 
it \s as verified by the conduct of the greateft 
ajui honefieft Miniftcr that England ever knew. 
Called to the helm by the dangers, and neceffi* 
tics of the State, he had no interefl at Court or 
in Parliament, but with a virtuous magnanimity 
lie courted neither, he left it to his conduct to 
jiiftify himfclf to both, d’he honeit fpirit of his 
Prince relaxed from its prejudices, but Parlia* 
nieni turned out of its habit and courfe never 
was cordial to him, yet it dared not to check 
him in his career of glory and of ufcfulnefs. 
This faved the Minifter a woidd of trouble, and 
it did his Country a world of good. But as 
this pleaded neceflity of Miniftcr ial influence vi* 
tiates Parliament, and turns it into a direclion 
contrary to its genius, fo it is of the moft dan- 
gerous tendency in another view, which has 
never, I believe, been adverted to. The Power 
in the Houfc of Commons of impeaching a bad 
Minifter, whofc crimes no other form of Juftice 
can reach, has ever been remarked as one of the 
h ippieft guards of our Conftitution. But this 
Power is a mere nullity in the prefent manage- 
and habit of Parliament. Mafter of Par- 
liament what has the Miniftcr to fear ? will the 
^^cTvant raife his voice againft his bountiful 
1 ord ? will the injured and infulted People find 
^ Protector, an Avenger in the confederate of 
die iMiniftcr^s crimes ? nor will a change of Ad- 

miniftration 
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jtniniiiration revive the avenging genius of 
Conftitution. Mfniilcrs Handing in the ian.e 
predicament, and having the fame to fear fui 
themfclvcs, will have a tender fympathy lor 
each other, nor will a Parliament Hill dil'polr 1 
to corruption, throw diferedit on the trade by 
the puiiiflimcnt of its pall Corrupters. 

lie. concluded with hoping better of the futinv 
prolperity of his Country than feme of its wikit 
and bell friends dared to flatter themfclvcs with. 
But nothing afl'uredly could cffccl this, unlcfb a 
renewal of the Conllitution. A languid anJ 
fickly frame, either in tlic individual or politic 
body could promife no vigorous and well pro- 
fecuted exertions. Tlic ruin, from whole brink 
it was fo frightful to look down, had iilucd 
from the abides which the Petition wlflied to 
reclify. And as England previous to the exiib 
ence of her colonies had rifen to her height of 
greatnefs from the incxhaulled refources of her 
free and manly Government, flie might from 
the fame actuating fpirit re-pofl'efs and maintain 
her rank among nations. All depended upon 
the virtue of the People. 

Lord Surrey doled the debates with an ad- 
drefs which conveyed a lingular fatisfaftion to 
every hearer. He apologized for addrefling 
the Meeting at all, as indeed he was not a Free- 
holder of the Ciounty ; but he trufted that the 
honour of a long connexion with the County 
from refidenrc and property, which his family 
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hid enjoyed, would excufe him ; that he Ihould 
liot bc'dceiiied an intruder in prefenting himfelf 
Wioi'c them, in expreffing his warmeft approba- 
linii ot the nicafure, though a fenfe of propriety 
repelled him from figning the Petition. It af- 
f.^rded him the highett plcafurc to behold a per- 
uiKinlniity on fo important a fubjeef, but 
the bulinefs ought not to reft with their prefent 
.ut *, tlicy would but partially ferve the caufe in 
wliidi they had fo laudably engaged, if they did 
r.ot .R^ompany their individual fignatures with 
moll active exertions. They niuft addrefs 
■ to their countrymen, perfuadc, ex- 

horl, inform, and ufc every honeft means to 
’^i\c eight to their Petition in Parliament, by 
prov.uring to it a large and general approbation. 

i hey were not to flatter themfclvcs that it would 
not be oppofed, the face of unanimity in the 
prdent Meeting fliould not infpire in them 
a dangerous fccurity. It would be oppofed, 
powerfully oppofed *, not only by thofe from 
whom nothing better was to be expected, by 
die friends and fupporters, in and out of Par- 

ii inient, of the late ruinous Adminillration 
bur he was forry to add, by fomc of the moft 
rcfpet^able charafters, who liad hitherto been 
the faft friends of the People and the Conftitu- 

* don, and whofe opinions would derive a weight 
horn the reverence which their paft conduift had 
'' on them. Whether they were warped by an in- 
hered in thofe Boroughs, which might be afledfed 
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by the Petition, or a tenacioufnefs of certain foc- 
culativc notions which they had adopted, he 
would not decide, as they were not prefent to an- 
fwer for themfclvcs; but fuchwere the opponents 
whom they were to rclift, and refift with all the 
force of argument and folicitation. He believed 
the County of Nottingham had not the lin of 
one private Borough to anfwcr for: he wiflicdit 
were equally free from all imputation of cor- 
ruption and vitiating influence; but if Gentle* 
men thought diflcrently from the Petitioners, 
lie wiflied Uicy had been prefent, to have urged 
their objections, 'flic Meeting was in the face 
of day, and of the country, and this would 
have become them as men and as citizens. The 
Reform was ncceflary in a ftriking view, as not 
only Lords and Minifters, and Afiatic plunderers, 
might invade the appropriated Rights of the 
People, but even a King of France might at the 
price of 5000I. a borough, fend Reprefentatives 
of himfelf to the Commons houfe, and com- 
mand an afccndency in a Britifli Parliament. 
The prafticability of fuch daring outrages, iflued 
from the horrid rtatc of Reprefentation. If the 
Elcilors of every Borough confifted in a number 
of Britifli Freemen, fuch attempts would not 
even be conceived. He praifed Lord Gallway , 
for the diflntereftednefs of his conduft, in be- 
ing fuperior to the temptations of his Borough 
interett, when the interefis of his Country called 
for his approbation and fupport ; if in the ilTuc 
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^8 of hi»:CftWt|^ ;#' 

Xb at 

erateful Goontry 

mending the^f^bj?^ of ,the,?etHw» 
affections r th<:rj^Fas a.ferit^d 

Ccmftitutioo, v^ljicb, ,,^ tbe Jaft Sp^er. 

ferved, .would aw^?,,e)reii the,Legifl^^»^l?e m ^ 
occafions j . andiif 'thtPeP^e, 

tminly tone, c^e^; for Juffic?, they 
tain it. , 

The unantmo»» aj^^tion of the rettMon 
followed herd Surrey’s Ipe^hV ^co met l^mc 
Refolutlonsj'^hkh may feep in 

ment. Lord George S«,ttoii' clofed the 
with thanldiig 
done him tttip^Pg, hi^ tO 
ingthcni ^^ ^ *^'''* ■'“'^hich eithci 

Citizen 
to the 
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County ^ 

.'C^tid* frejiked^from JoHk PARiiy^^,.‘lChair.- 
' matt of the Carnaryonflyre Committee,; to the 
Chairman of Cojttmittee ^ Affokation of 
the Ccmkty ^YotlL 


., Rw. Sir, 

. - ^ 4 -‘ 

I HAD lately the honour of 
I^mog a Letter from yoji, with the fto^eed- 
ttgs of the Committee of the County of York, 
f ^ no^ to acquaint yot^' that a Pdition, 
^ iS’ now.foniiffi, 

™ ^Mv^yniy of Cafiiarvoni, and. will, kt due 
be ready to ix p^ent^ ttt Parliament j 
tl^t the Carnarvrafbibre C6ittttd^;rkt pre> 
hnd recommending this PeStion to the 
CQtmtyi:.had an idea df fubmittmg fe ttes^yrif- 
doi^ft off P^rliainent, a genera^ Reform in ;the 
feyerait<tt^tHyajpoinp]ained& 'WithxaMh- »wah»ng - 
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jrfeatea s&wt tb faTatiit ; to th^ coi^' 

fideration, -sW^^tlier ^ be nc^e furoptf^ 

to poftpone ! 

fcntative uiitil tite l^te of 
is determined. 

I haw-t1te;Kon<wr to be,' 

Your moft obccftent add mOft 

JOHN PARRY, Chairman. 

Liscots’s-lKW FiEi.*»i !>«• 


Yfl /AeHonourStife #Atf>COm«iOn!s ^&rdat»Brih3ifd.- 
OTl^riiadient aJJemWi. 

The Humble PetStioii'of the Gentlemen',' Clef^, 
and Freeholders of the County of CsmdatYaa^^; 

, . , Shewetl^' 

THAT yodevfetitionew con^de#. the Bri^ 
ConiKtdtioo;S^«€i*||pn8dily fra«NBd,’thd'®^ 
fed: fyfteiOi, ;goS?Slt)Pd?Wtt^^thafc"^^ po®.- 

Wy esif^ bd^awtcal^ eahndid^ to pi^Jtnotjs; 

the cafe and; 

%ouf-: 


a 
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of ’election Ifbr 

kldi iddafiires flihdaineiifatt}^ 'ytriilf^g, aidtd 
of alarming tendency.' ? ' V^V' ’ 

, \‘ Yotir PetJtibtters'therefdre this 

, HonourableHoufe tatalc«:the fameintotheir tnoft 
;i6iA‘oti3 doniideratibn, and'to apply Ikch remedy 
to thefc greaf conftitntional evils as to the wif. 
dom of this Houle lhall feem meet. 

And your Petitioners lhall ever orav, &c. 


Paper VI. 

I^^^eedings at a General Mfij^ng '^ Town 
St.^EdmundV^^uf y, on, tie ad ddy[ of fa- 





I «-l 3 .3 

of the People in ^ Borons^ 

in partipuhtr,, fireffWed; HonouraW^ 

Houfe of Cooimons. 

The foUowng^iPetition l^e|> wad : 


To the Honoural^ /i&«Goi^iinonfs 
in Parliaroait 

The Humble Petition of the Gentry^ Ckrgy* 
Traders, and other Inhabitants of the Town 
of St. Edmund’s Bury, in the County of 
Suffolk,' 


Sheweth, 

THAT the inequality of the prefent ftate of 
Reprefentation, .though derived from a, variety 
of concurrent caUfes, app^us to yout PetitSoir- 
ers to be In ho’iuftance inore feniarl^ble 
in that of the privilege of eleftion, e^rcifiSd in. 
great towns by a very fiinall proportion of the 
inhabitants, to 'the exclh'fiOrt of rite reft % who, 
content as they .might be without the peculiar 
L Jl. - A. ; t .Otf’. 


juaaaav «.4,4UV9 • *^0 • ^ ■' ■f' 

deftitute '#|&l’^'^ipHtu^ifa*r)^ht^ 
to repr^^-''tt^^, 

. Ywt a;^^^ :;dyfe'~tQ.,ftate ~ to~ 'thir.i9t^- 



iferfe»^rf!:^E^'Po4y;oQlyj;, '. 

3e;«S»r ' tp ^ this I^. 

^optr^le Hp^£^.<^t^j^. Tpwn^c^lj^,ury is an 
iweiept Sn4. w#^ of 

9ltee,ths^ ,6<^ ',o4^«^om jipo and 

ixpwsttsdsafP r<gg«to aHJ^ffeiJ ^ thcpasalh rates. 
> ■wii3oni..iBd jufHce; of Hooour- 

. i5e?fpea. 
may be 

#il^irjhito ocmiS^ration, and Cudhrc^tief, granted 
^ ^ .sia.'ihaii'4pi^i^;^J^;Udi|pted t^ 

'citon)paftan<^ p^h$«;rf agree- 


'' nrav.. So:.- 





jnittee to ;upon ^oii^' ^^w*®tiij- 

bury,Bart. and Sir Jg|b^Ro»«si* Bir!K5|®(9n|btirs 

for this Courftyi^ 

Refolved unapiinoi^^^ {sf^at -^e^iSlhsCOin^ 
mittee be empoi«W«:ed%b prcfent tlus Fetit^ 
the refpeaive houfes of the? inhabitants, in 0#<iiw 
to receive the fignatures of thofe by whoiorit ■ 
may be approved. 

Refolved u^imoufly, ; Th^- theith^ke ’ibf 
this Meeting be ^vien to th^s Blight Hbni Henry 
Seymour Gonway, and Sir Gharks Davws, fferl. 
for thdir fpirited and Ready oppofit^««0 
injurious Meafort^ of the late 'Adniiniftfottioit, 
and parliculatiy to the fbrinerj for 'Ms mofibn: 
to difeontinue offenfive war in America, ; vehfeh, 

had fo long.contioui^ ettfttrary to 

the great pr^udice <rf Coinitaetec» and the ,ha* 
aards of thebafouiter^s^f^he'CdteaenMty. 

Refolved uhanimoufly. That fhe thaaiktfjof. 
this Mcet&^'^be giyentp-GafJd'lofft^of'Tr^iMa- 
Hall, 
able 

of thiaf d|yi 

■■■ ' " '-’“FtiOfiERT W^i^^^pr 

GhaiiEa#li(ii}tr‘‘'‘ ■ ' '“ 
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CT A Petition frona tHe inhabitants of TTiviertbn, DevonOitre 
waa ligned and prcfentcd to the Houfe of Conitnojna tmmediatdf 
^gr iine reccfa.— The Petition fat forth, that though the Borougli 
contains 5000 io^iabitanta, twenty-five men only, (many of them 
non-refidenta and placemen) and chofen by themfelves, two 
lR.cprefcntatives to Parliament. The inhabitants, therefore, hum. 
tily Petition the Iloufe of Commons for a more adequate and pro* 
portionate Reprefentation of that Borough. 


Paper VIL 

Advertifcmcnt agreed to at a previous Meeting at 
I’ruro, on the 6 th of fanuary^ 1783^ calling a 
General Meeting of the Freeholders of tk 
County of Cornwall, who were friehdiy u a 
Reform in the Reprefentation of the People in 
Parliament ; tvith Minutes refpeSling the firft 
Meeting, and the Proceedings which were the 
Refuit of it. 


Truro, Jan. 6, i7*i‘ 

W E, whofe names are hereunto fubferibed, 
are of opinion, that the prefent ftate oi 
the P^li^entary Reprefentation of the Peopk 
in gener^, is highly inade^uatcf but more par- 
ticularly of the inhabitants of the County of 
C|6rnWaU, where about phe tliouiand and fifty 
fier^us, who h^ve votes in the. di^efept Bo- 
roughs, return forty-two Members j " whereas 
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the County at large, con^n^g 

Knndred Freeholdcrsi fends only TWO. ; 
*'Tt is therefore our wifti, that onr fentiments, 

on this important fubjeft, be 
fuch gentlLien as we have reafon th«&wiU 
nnitc with us ; and .that they be reqUSft^ to 
co-operate in every legal and conftitutional me- 
thod for the Redrefe of fo great an evil. 


Thomas Carlyon, 

1 . Stackhoufe, 

John Carlyon, 
Chriftopher Hawkins, 


Francis Gregor, 

R. L. Gwatkin, 
•Francis Gregor, jun. 
W. Temple. 


* jijow Member for the County of Cornw^. 


Minutes refpeaing the Firft Meeting, and the^ Pro- 
cecdings which were the Refult ^ 

THF. Firft Meeting at Truro, on the 6th, ^ 
January, 1783, was a private otje; 
of previous conyei^tion 

'ke Refolutioii of tHs Firft Meetmg^^^^^ 

culated thfougli tbe County, and 
cd for a gen^fal W^setihg, to- ; 

diency of a PetitioftTiS' Parliameiie . 

equAeprefentatibn: It was 

aUy attended ;L,rtk ^cfltioti twus readji app 
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and figned by all prefent. A fubfeiption wa, 
- then entered into, to defray the expence of dr 
^lafr^ it through the County for fignatures' 
:^d jt w^phearfully fobferibed by alnioft even 
perfon who had a vote. The Petition was the! 
forwarded to the County Members, and pre. 
tented to Parliament by them. * 

.Ihey, viz. Sir William Lemon and Mr. Eliot 
were both friendly to the meafure. And it is’ 
underftood, that the fentiments of the Cornilli 
Gentlemen, who at that time fupported the Pe- 
tition, remain gencrs^ly unaltered. 


V vBjf Advertifement apd Minutes retpefling the Cornilh 
Petition, fw a Aore equal Reprefeniation, were'communicatBl 
by a refpedaWe Fnend from Cornwall, but no endeavours to pro- 
cure the Petition afclf have hitherto been fuccefsful 


‘ VlII. 
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Proceedings at <*, 'General' Meeting 
^EfleXj on the loip day of Aprils 


at a General County Meeting, held at the 
Shire-Hall at Chelmsford, on Thuriday 
the lotkof Aptil, 1783 ; forofltoned hy 
John Godfelve Crofe, •£%; High-Shenii, 
at the requifition of feveral Gentlemen, 
for the es^prefs purpofc of petitioning Par- 
liament for . a more equal Reprefentation 
and fhortening the duration of Parliament, 
and alfo for an Addrefs of thanks to^the 
Throne for the Peace. 

T he High-Sheriff having declared the inten- 
tion of his fummoning the Meeting, de- 
clined the Chair. 

John Jollifif Tuffnell, Efq; was unanimottfly 
voted as Chairman to the Meeting. 

• if ' 

A Petitiop to tlic Houfe of Common wm 
moved by Mr. Fytchc, and fcconded by the 
Rev. Mr. Onlcy. 


n 



C 3 


,, To the Honourable the Cotnihons of iaX^t Britain 
Parliament . ‘ 

The Humble Petition of the Nobility, Gentry, 
Clergy, and other Inhabitants of the Coun! 
ty of .Effex, 


Sheweth, 

THAT your Petitioners, fenfible of the origi- 
nal excellency of the Conftitution of this Coun- 
^.TOoft ardenUy wilh to have it maintained, 
upon the gelruine principles on which it was 
fouiidcd.. 

Your Petitioners further Ihew, That it is ne* 
ce^ry. to the welfare of the People, that the 
Comtnons Houfe of Parliament fliould have a 
eopunon intereft with the nation ; and that, in 
the prefent Hate of the Reprelentation of the 
People in Parliament, the Houfe of Commons 
do not fofficiently fpeak the voice of the People. 

Your Petitioners ’therefore humWy pray this 
Honourable Houfe to take into their mt^l feri- 
ous confideration, the Reiloration of the gonfti- 
tUUon -to its ori^nal pu^^ty, by a, more equal 
Reprefenta^on of the people, ^nd by, fhortening 

the duration Of Parliament^, . , , 

And your Petitioners dball ever nrav* 

v ^i^C'fSetition* being uwaiarodiifly agreed to, 
aidc^ed' as ‘the act- of the Meeting, to be 

figned 



£ 3 

fi<rned by the Chairman ; the Members of the 

County to be requefted to prefent it. 

Jin Addrefs tO the King, on -the Peace, being 
moved and feconded, was unanimoufly agreed 
to, as follows : 

To the KING’S moft excellent MAJESTY, 
Sire, 

WE your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal 
iubjecls Gentlemen, Clergy, Manufafturers, 
anti other Inhabitants of the County of EffeX, 
beg leave, as well in common with our fellow- 
fubjccts, as from local confideratioas, to thank 
your Majefty for the blefling of Peace ; which 
has already tended to relieve the numerous Poor 
of this Manufaduring County, whofe daily la- 
bour, where haply employment could be bad^ would 
not, till now, afford them their daily breads 
And when your Majefty’s moft gracious exam* 
pie, in this occonomicat Reform of yOuf Iloufe- 
hold, fhall be extended by the Legiflature to all 
the other branches of the Public Expenditurcj 
agreeable to our Petitions; and confequently 
an affured Plan of leffening our enormous debt 
be prudently laid, afad faithfully executed.-*- 
Wc do not doubt but the credit, induftry, and 
* integrity of ottr^d^dututs, 'Munufadurera, and 
Tradefmen, can, on the only juft balh of Com- 
**'crce, recipraetd advantage, fo wdt'fupport 

that of Great-Brjeun* as not to feat t^ jivalcy 
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§«ate ; and folly enable yew Majefly to 
fo^esrt the dignity of your Crovn, .againft the 
ti|rbnlent ptdicy of any confederated Powers 
by the loyalty, wealth, and fpjrit, of your Ma! 
fifty’s moft grateful fubiefts. 


F Rcfolved wnanimpufly. That this- Addrcfe be 
prefented by the Members of the County, attend- 
ed by fuch Gentlemen as think proper. 

, R^ly^ nnaiMyntoufly, That the Meeting re- 
ajppoint t,fec',Ctanmittee of Ailbeiation, with its 
former powei^, ;and to add to their number and 
chufe a Chairman. 

ReMv^tdimahifobufly, That this Meetinghigh- 
ly approvingthe <Juintuple Alliance, empower 
their Committee to appoint and fend fix Depu- 
ties to join that refpe<aablc Body, to watcli the 
effeifts of the Petitions of the People, praying 
for a juft and equal Reprefentation, and fhort 
ParKanients. 


Refolvcd unanimoufly. That Thomas Brand 
Blollls, Efqt be the Chairman; and that the fol- 
lo%irtg 17 names be added to the Committee: 


(jt# j 

Griggv, 

B. CralUnthorp, 


/o^h STavin, ^fj. 

ju£s« . 

Robert Tindall, 

£>r. Rirklandj 


Refolved, 
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Rcfolved unanimouQy, That the thanks o£ 
this Meeting be given to the High-Shenff for 
his rcadinefs in calling the County Meeting, on 
this moft important bufinefs. , . , ^ 

Refolved unanimoufly. That the thanks or 
this Meeting be given to J. Jolliff Tuffnell, 
the Chairman, for his candour and impartial 

tonduci. , . 

Refolved unanimoufly. That this Meeting 
empower five Members of the Committee to 
call a Meeting when the bufinefe requires it, 
and that this Meeting be adjourned. 

]. JOLLIFF TUFFNELL, 

Chairman, 


P 
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Pafer 
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Paper IX. 

Proceedings of a County Meeting, held at Le\vc% 
in Suflex, on the 1 8 /^ of fanuary^ ^ 7^3 / a 

Letter from the Duke of Richmond to tk 
Iligh-Shcrill fubjoined. 


T he public notice given by the High-Sheriff 
being read, the bufinefs of the day was 
Opened, and the nature of it explained by Sir 
Godfrey Webster, who, after a very per- 
tinent and judicious exordium, in which he 
ftrongly enforced the right of petitioning in 
the fubject, produced and read, in the form of 
a motion, a Petition, founded on fo firm a bails, 
and couched in fuch concife and conftitutional 
language, that we defy even the abettors of ve- 
nality and corruption themfelves to brand it 
with their wonted epithets, fadious I intereft* 
edl or rebellious! — ^>^'^hich Sir Godfrey aflerted 
was the language ufed by thpfe who willxcd to 
ftem the progrefs of this grand national Reform. 

I'he Petition being read, it immediately called, 
forth the attention of that known friend to his 
country. Col. Hay, who rofc, and declared tliat 
it met his moft hearty concurrence and affent, 
and lie begged to fecond it* 

Thb 
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This called up the Hon* Major Pelham, who, 
in a very fenfible and well delivered fpeech, faid 
he dillipprovcd of the prefent mode of Reform; 
th.at his difapprobation proceeded from an in- 
ward convi^ion, and would not permit him to 
give his affent to the motion. The Hon. Mem- 
ber’s oppolition was fupported by Mr, Shelly. 

Lord George Lennox next rofe, and with a 
fcoady and determined uniformity, which has 
ever diftinguiflied that nobleman, affented to 
the motion, and promifed it his utmoft fupport 
in the Houfe of Commons. 

Mr. Serjeant Kempe now fpoke in a very ani- 
mated ftrain, in reply to Mr. Pelham ; after 
which the debate was obftrucled by Mr. Court- 
hope’s calling for an explanation of certain 
Words in the Petition, i.e, feparate interett/* 

This occafioned Lord Surrey to rife, who 
faid, by feparate intereft’* was meant the Re- 
prefentatives of venal Boroughs, through whom, 
added his Lordfhip, in confideration of a fpeci- 
hc fum, the French King might obtain a feat in 
the Britifli Senate Houfe for a man, who Ihould 
come there for the determined purpofe of be* 
traying the deareft Rights and IntereftiT of this 
Country — -This explanation was fatisfaftory to 
•Mr. Courthope. 

The debate on the queftion was now return- 
ed to ; and Mr. Pelham, in the courfe of his 
fpeeches, having exprefled his hearty approbation 
^fjh:irtening the duration (f ParlidmentSy confefled 
Pa that 
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that grievances cxijlcd ; that he wlfhed to fee the 
Yeomanry of Kn^^land enjoy a larp;er fli.ireir. 
eleftini^ the Rcprcfcnraiivcs of the People, ‘)iit 
feared too wide a duv)r might be opened ; that 
certain fyltcms might be brought forward, which 
he coulcl not approve ot; and on this refting \m 
arguments for not ailenting to the motion, in 
his capacity as a Freeholder, but declaring, w 
the fame time, that a^ txie eprefentative of the 
People, he flioald always be happy to obey the 
commands of his Camftituents, 

Lord SuRR Y got up and endeavoured to per* 
fuade him, that tlic arguments he madeufeof 
fhould have made him concur with the Petition, 
and not oppofe it j that a man could not be a 
friend to the frequency of elctflion, who could 
oppofe the cftablilhing the rights of it in the 
People, wdio were notorioufly deprived thereof, 
whenever a Borough became the private pro- 
perty of an individual. His Lordlhip called it 
a ftrangc perverfion of Jufiicc, that the Legifla- 
turc fliould deprive poor individuals of their 
franchife, (as in the cafe of the neighbouring 
Borough of Shoreham) and think the fafety of 
the Coifftitution required their adding a large 
diftrict of the country to the Borough, for 
being tempted by fmall bribes of ten or twenty* 
guineas, 10 fell a Angle vote, while they por- 
mitted noblemen, of the very firft rank and 
fortune, to purfue, with impunity, the fcandal- 
<ms ti'ailic of felling feats in Parliament for thou- 

funds ; 
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undi>; which to their eternal difgrace they moft 
notorioufly pradifed ; that he could not recon- 
iilc the honourable Gentleman’s wiflic- to in- 
trcifc the power of the Yeomanry of England, 
vith oppofing a meafurc which c' identiy tended 
to produce that ehed; that he revered the name 
of PclJram ; and that the laft time he appeared 
in that place, was to oppofe the honourable Gen- 
tleman’s re-cledion, bccaufe he had been found 
voting with men whofe principles and condud 
had nearly ruined this country ; that he hoped 
never to fee him amongft them again, and that 
he was happy to find him difpofed to fupport 
the inquiry in Parliament j and that while he 
maintained the principles of the Pelhams, his 
prcdecclTors, he would come on a future occa- 
fion, with infinitely more pleafure, to fupport, 
ihan he had done to oppofe him. — He obferved, 
that out of twenty-eight Members, not more 
than ten were coniiedcd with the County. 

liis Lordlhip in reply to Mr. Shelly, who ex- 
prclFcd his fears of diftreffing the King’s Mini- 
fters, informed him, that in various converfit- 
dons he had had with the Earl of Shelburne, 
tlic noble Lord had repeatedly declared, that a 
Hcforni in the Reprefentation of tlie People had 
fiii> 'ivormeji wijhes^ and flionld have the moft ho* 
* fupport in Pariiament: That Mr. Pitt had 

declared he held the Reform efiential to the Con- 
fiitution, and would never abandon the hopes of fee* 
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The debates being finifhed, the following Let. 
ter from the Duke of Richmond to the High 
Sheriff was read, after which the queftion was 
put, and almoft unanimoufly carried, there ap. 
pcaring not more than ten diffenting hands. 


Whitshali., Jan. 17, 17JJ. 

Sir, 

YOU may cafily believe, 
that being one of thofe who joined in requeu- 
ing you to call a County Meeting, nothing but 
illnefs can prevent my attending it ; and it is 
with infinite regret I fubmit to the dedfion of 
my Phyficians, who pronounce, that it is not 
fafe for me to leave London. 

I trull that my fentiments on the fubjecls of 
Parliamentary Reform are in general fufficicntly 
known, and that without further allhrancesl 
might be depended upon for giving it every 
fupport in my power ; but feme circumftances 
made me wifti to flatc them as briefly as poffiblc 
to the County of Suffex. They are formed on 
the experience of twenty-fix years, which, whe- 
ther in or out of Government, has equally con- 
vinced me that the Reftoradon df a genuin*? 
Houfe of Commons, by a renovation of the 
' Rights of the People, fe the only remedy againft 
that fyftem of Corruption which has 
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ihc nation to difgracc and poverty, and threat 
ciii it with the lofs of Liberty, 

I take the grievance of the prefent ftate of 
election to be its ^ofs inequality. All the Elec- 
tors m Great-Britain do not amount to one 
iixth part of the whole People, and a ftill greater 
inequality fubfifts in the cledions made by that 
lixth part ; for one-feventh part of them eled a 
majority, fo that one forty-fccond part of the 
nation ditpofes of the property of the whole 
and have thetr lives and liberties at command 
.-Ind this forty-fecond part, far from confiiUng 
ot the moft opulent part of the kingdom, i? 
ompofed of the M Boroughs, moft ?f which 
• t become either the private property of indi- 

folhi ';rr ' to the bell bidder; 

! ve in fad 

up 1 h s f fwalJowed 

up in this fylleni of Corruption. 

Hy ide:« of Reform undoubtedly go to one 

th . i ■ ^ ^ ‘^""iplcat and general throughout 

'toin the ^ confcquenccs arife 

tie ri Pft^tent partial and accidental ftate of 
aions, that I cannot take upon me topropofc 

if !ve\'^ "’°‘^^.?“VP^ttakcs of the fame dcfedls. 

(ion unn the Abettors of Corrup. 

dorl* ^ ^ broad principle of inequality in 

»£ i 

* Jusircc of only for 

pround ^^ ^ fear our 

s not found ; if we mean only to fub- 

ftitutc 
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ftitute partiality for partiality, and arc ftruggHn^r 
but for its extent, one man's whim may be as 
good as another's conceit, and we have nothing 
certain to direift us ; and if inequality is ftill to 
fubfift, the advocates for the prefen t fyftem will 
have the fanftion of time, and the rifle of changes, 
to oppofe to us, whicli will have their weight, 
when it is but for a change of partiality that 
we contend. 

I have thought that Parliamentary Reform 
had much more fimplc and unerring guides to 
lead us to our end ; I mean the true Principle^ 
of the Conftitution, and tlic Rights of the Pen. 
pie. If thefe cxift, I do not confider myfcif at 
liberty to fpeculatc upon fyftems. 1 have no 
choice, but to give to every man his own. 

But this, ‘ it Iccms, is by fome thought im- 
prafticable ; and the Rev. Mr. Wyvill, in his 
Letter of the 7th of December, to Alderman 
Crofby, as Chairman of the Committee of the 
Livery of London, which has been publilhecl, 
Very concifely decides it to be fo : For I prefume 
his objecHon of imprafticability is not confined 
to my Plan, which I believe he has never feen, 
but to the extent of the idea ; and yet Mn 
Wyvill, in the fecond Addrefs of the Yorkfhire 
Committee to the Elc<n:ors in Great Britain, 
fpeaking of the more and lefs extenlive Plan, 
iays, ‘‘ That the diverfity of fentiment does not 
aiifc from a difference of political principles, for 
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!n them there Is aii entire agreement^ but fblely 
from confidcratlons of a prudential nature.’^ 

Ilow tar it is wife for tliofe who entirely agree 
h) principle the Rights of Men, to endeavour 

to j)crfuade them, that the recovery of their 
Birth-rights and moft eflential interells arc 
not reducible to practice, nor attainable by any 
regular or conftitutional efibrts of theirs/* is 
what I mu ft leave to others to determine. But 
the truth of this affertion is what I can never 
fubferibe to. I cannot but think tliat this na- 
tion ever has its own power, by peaceful and 
conftitutional efforts, to do itfclf juillce ; and 
tint nothing can render attempts for this pur- 
pofe impracficable, but either a general indolence 
and indificrencc to all that requires exertion, 
though for the nobleft purpoies, or fuch preju- 
dice to favourite fyftcms as Ihall divide the 
People. 

Po guard agaiaft fuch an Imputation falling 
on nic, I am moft ready to agree to an Addrefs 
in tlic moft general terms, not pointing at any 
Ipecilic mode of Reform in the Petition, or by 
Inftnicfions to our Members, or by Refolutions, 
but fubmitting the remedy, as in my opinion it 
ought to be in the firft inftance, to Parliament 
it left ; which I conceive to be at Icafl as equal 
to fuch a confideration as any Provincial Com- 
mittee. 

Should Mr. WyvilPs firft or fecond Plan be 
ptopofed in Parliament, or any thing like it, al- 
though 
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though I fliall lament that we for a moment 
quit our advantageous grou^jid of the Conftitu. 
tion and the Rights of Men, yet I fhall certainly 
give every fupport in my power to this or to any 
amendment. And it certainly will be a con. 
fiderable improvement, that iatlcad of a forty- 
fecond it fhould he a thirty fixth or thirtieth 
part that fliall decide the concerns of the whole 
People. It will be fomething material they will 
have gained, and may become a ftep to the more 
cafy attainment of their full privileges. 

1 Iliall moft fmcerely hope, that that Plan nuy 
be found attainable; but I never can confent to 
tell the People, and I hope in God they never 
will believe, that (he recovery of any Right, 
which Nature and the Conftitution has given 
them, is impradicable. On the contrary, con- 
vinced myfclf, I wilh them ever to believe 
that whenever they pleafe to claim them, they 
will, and muft, have tlipc full extent of their 
Rights. 

I have thought it ncceffary to fay thus much, 
on an imprcflion I cannot think indilTercnt the 
Public fliould entertain. 

Ihe meafure for which you are aflembletl 
meets with my hearty concurrence ; and I fliall 
he happy if theic, my fcntinicnts, which 1 beg 
you would communicate to the Meeting of 
the County of Sufl'cx, fliould meet with their 
approbation. 
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It is with the higheft cfteem and regard that 
I liave the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient. 

And moft humble lervant, 

RICHMOND, &c. 

To William Frankland, Efqj 
Hi^h-Sheriff of the County 
of Sujfcx^ 


Nombsr XU. 



Number XII, 


Paper I. 

Refolutions at a Meeting, on the ‘loih of Dcccnu 
ber^ 17812, of the Committee of Aflbeiation, rc- 
appointed at a General Meeting of the County 
^ York, on the icfh day of December^ 1782. 


PRES ENr^ 

Rev. C.WYVILL, Chairman. 


Mr. F. Smyth 

Mr. Mickiethwaite 

l)r. Spencer 

Sir George Strickland 

Kcv. William Comber 

Sir R. D. Hildyard 

Kcv. William Mafon 

Mr. Edmunds 

Mr. Frankland 

Mr. Battle 

Mr. Sykes 

Mr. Wnincs 

Mr. Morritt 

Kcv. James Lavvfon 

Mr, Courtney 

Mr. Wolrich 

Mr. Childers 

Mr. CradcKk 

Kev. John Dixon 

Mr. Shore 

Mr. Pool 

Mr. Peirfc 

Mr* Richard Milnes 


Rev, John Bourne 
Sir James Norcliflfc 
Mr. It. Duncombe 
Mr. Bring 
Mr. Strickland 
Mr, Croft, jun. 

Mr. Ward ‘ 

Mr. Croft 

Mr. Chaloner 

The Dean of York 

General Hale 

The Earl of Surrey 

Mr, Foord 

Mr. Yorkc 

Mr. Tookcr 

Mr. Dalton 

Sir Charles Turner 

Mr. R. Wilfon 

Rev. James Wilkinfon 

Mr. Hill 

Mr. Anderfon 

Rev. Richard Shuttleworlh 

Refolved, 
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Rcfolvcd, That Sir Thomas Gafcoigne, Balt# 
be Added TO this Committee. 

Rcfolved, That the Sub-Committee of AlTo- 
ciatioii be rc*:ippointed, with its former powers# 

Rciolvcd, rhat the flan ding orders of the 
Committee of AlTociation, under its former ap- 
pointment by the County of York, be continued. 

Rcfolved, That this Committee will exert it- 
fclf, witli unremitted attention and zeal, to exe- 
cute the truft repofed in them, by the appoint- 
ment of the County of York, on the 19th of 
December, 1782. 

Read a Letter from the Committee of Hun- 
tingdonfliirc, in farther anfwer to the Circular 
Letter of the ift of November laft. 

Rcfolvcd, That the Chairman be direded to 
prepare an Anfwer to the fcvcral Public Bodies, 
vho have given their opinion and advice upon 
the Circular Letter of the Committee, dated 
November 1, 1782 ; to be laid before the Com- 
mittee to-morrow morning. 

Rcfolvcd, That engroffed copies of the Petition 
lie lent to the Gentlemen who circulated the 
former County Petition, and that thefc Gentle- 
men be requeilcd to apply particularly to any 
other Gentlemen, who are friendly to the mea- 
* hire, for their alliftance, in tendering the Petition 
to the Freeholders in their refpcclive neighbour- 
hoods for their fignaturcs. 

Rcfolvefl, That this Committee be adjourned 
hi] to-morrow morning at ten o'clock. 

C. WYVILL, Chairman. 
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JPapir II. 

Rcfolution at a Meeting of the Committee tj 
AiTociatlon of the County of York, on the i\jl 
of December^ 1782 ; Kx^ith a Circular Letter h) 
the Chairman annexed^ in anfwer to the fovcral 
Public Bodies who had given their opinion and 
advice to the Committee, on the fubjeSl of the 
Circu\3LT hcticTf dated Nov* ly 1782. 


PIl£S£Nr, 

Rev. C. WYVILL, Chairman. 


Kir James Norcliffe 
General Hale 
Mr. Croft 
Mr. F. Smyth 
Mr. Driog 
Rev* John Dixon 
Mr. Chaloner 
Rev* John Robiafoti 
Mr, I*odge 
Mr. Childers 
fioloncl Thornton 


Mr. Foord 
Dr. Swainfton 
Rev. William Dadc 
Mr, Strickland 
Mr. R. Wilfon 
Kcv. Robert Croft 
Mr. Grimfton 
Dr. Spencer 
Mr. Danby 
The Dean of York 


Read the Letter prepared by the Chaitman» 
|)turfuant to the Refolution of yefterday, which 
is approved of> by the Committee, as a propef 
Anfwer to the feveral Public Bodies who have 
given their opinion and advice on the fubject 
of the Circular Letter, dated Nov. i\ 1782* 

Rcfolvcd* 
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Refolvcd, That the Committee be adjourned, 
fuhjcd to a call by the Sub ^Committee or by 
tlic Chair man, at the requifition of any five 
Members. 

C. WYVILL, Chairman. 


Circular Letter agreed to by the Committee of 
Afiociation of the County ^York, on the 21/i 
cf December^ 1782* 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Committee 
of the County of York, to tranfmit to you 
copies of the Proceedings of the General Meet** 
ing of that County, on the 1 9th day of Decem- 
ber inftant j and alfo the Refolutions of the 
Committee on the 17th, 18th, 20th, and 21ft 
days of December ; and to requeft you will take 
au early opportunity to communicate them to 
the 

The Petition which the County of York has 
adopted, is drawn up in general terms, in con- 
formity to the opinion and advice of all the 
, friends to the meafure of Parliamentary Refornn 
But, although many Public Bodies have cx- 
prefled the ftrongeft approbation of the Propofi-^ 
fions of Reform fubmitted to their judgment in 
Circular Letter of the Committee, dated No- 
vember 
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V^mbet* ift, 178^2, yet the Committees of Mid. 
dlefex, Suffex, Huntingdonfliire, London, Weft, 
minfter, and Southwark, having declared their 
apprehenfion, that at prefent the recomnienda. 
tion of thofc or any other fpecific Propofitions 
by the County of York, in the form of inftruc. 
tions to their Members, miglit tend to produce 
diflention among the fcvcral Petitioning Bodies: 
The Yorkfliire Gentlemen, confeious how im- 
portant to the public welfare it is that the 
friends of the Gonftitution fliould be unanimous 
in their intended application to Parliament for 
its reftoration, determined to poftponc, for fonic 
time, their propofed meafure of inftruclingthcir 
Reprefentatives; nevcrthelefs it appeared to them 
advifeable to declare, that if a Parliamentary Re* 
formation fhould be effected in the terms pro- 
pofed in the faid Circular Letter, fuch Refor- 
mation would be accepted by the County of 
York with high approbation. 

I am. Sir, 

Your moft humble fervant, 
C. WYVILL 

Burton-Hall, Dec. a 4 > 178a. 


Paj>^r lH' 
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Paper III* 

feefolution ai a Meeting of the Sub-Committee e/ • 
Aabciatlon of the County g^Yofk, on the 29tb. 
if January, i7^3* 


f RESENT, 

Rev. WILLIAM MASON, Chairniaii. 

Mr. St. (Jijmtm • Rev. John Robinfon , 

Mr. Croft Dr. Sivaintton 

Ordered, That .a Circular Letter be fent by 
tlic Clerk to the feveral Gentlemen, who have 
Duplicates of the Petitipn under their car^ 
Ihroughout the County, requefting a return .o^ 
tile number of fignatures already obtained therc-^ 
to, and intimating that the Duplicates may be 
kept out till the end of the firft week in Febru- 
but defiring that the whole may be fent it! 
by Saturday, February the 8th.-^Alfo to inquire 
if any diftricl has not had the Petition tendcre^ 
to it, and afk the Gentlemen to point out, ill 
tlut cafe, what mode pf circulating it there 
be proper^ , 

W* MASON, Chairman* 
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Paper IV. 

J^efolution at a Meeting of the Sub-Committee 
of Affociation of the County of York, on tht 
of Januaryy 1783 ; with a Letter /mi tbt 
Rev. C. Wyviljl to the Dean ^^York annexed. 


PUSS ENT, \ 

WILLIAM WITHERS, Efq; Chairman. 

Tlie Dean of York Rev. Robert Croft 

Rev. Williani Mafon Rev. John Robinion 

Dr. Swainfton Mr. Croft 

Rer.John Dixon 

’R^ad a Letter from ' the Rev. Mr. WyviU, 
addreffed to the Dean of Yorkj anid ricfolvcd to 
titanfmit the fame to ColCnel Foord, at Scarbo- 
l^^h, for his opinion and advice to the Sub* 
.^^izuttee on the contents. 

WILLIAM WITHERS, 
Chairman. 


Letter 
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Letter from the Rev. C. Wyvill to the Dean of 
York* 


Bwrton-Hali., Jan. ao» X783. 

Sir, ' 

AS It would be a conliderable 

'idvantage to our geTier4^1an of Parliamentary 
Reformation, if the Towirof Scarborough could, 
be induced to Petition foic the Redrefs of their 
heal grievance ; I beg leave to offer to you, and 
to the Gentlemen pf the Sub-Committee at their 
next Meeting, what has occurred to me as the 
moil likely means to bring the Inhabitants 
the Town, who arc at prefent excluded from 
the right of ^lecltion, to adopt a Petition fimila^^ 
to that of Bpry* The Towns of Bury and Scar*' ; 
borough are both populous places, whofe ri^it 
tf Reprefentatipn is ihonoppKzcd by a 
number of the Inhabitants : thetp & in thelf W : 
fpeftive cafes a ndar rcfemblance ; and if Scar* 
borough fliould refplve tp prefent a Petition tek 
Parliament on thi|S fubjeft, th%| . Bury, witl^ 
httle variation,, ^puld ferve their purppfe 
todlugiy vrcHv" . 

1 am perfuaded fhe inhabitants at large only 
'vant the bu^elh tO be properly brought before 
to takeHit up with warmth j they muft 
fiiel the injury of being deprived of their 

<^2 rigUtSp 
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tights^ and confequently wifli to recover them. 
If any refpeftable Member of the Corporation qI 
-Scarborough would have the generofity to tal* 
the lead in the bulinefs, it would then be in the 
beft and propcrell hands. I belicv^e feveral Memi 
bers of the Corporation have figne^ the County 
Petition ; and if a letter were addreffed to «di 
of thofe Gentlemen by the Sub-Gommittcc, ex. 
horting them to feizc this favourable opportu- 
nity to enlarge the pry^leges of their townfmeh, 
I fhould hope feme one of thc.m might be pre- 
vailed on to make the?, pattiotic attempt. If the 
Sub-Committee Ihould not fuccced with any 
, refpcftable Member of the Corporation, I am 
fw from thinking the cafe delperate.— ;! Ihould 
.then prpjKjfc that a letter from the fame Body 
be fcnt to Col. Foord,* the two Mr. Olbaldellons, 
S^ir James NqrclilFe, and Sir ,^in. St, C^uintin; 
fuggefting .to them the , j)jibi[ic adyapfage of a 
Petition from Scarborc^h, the ‘prpba1}Uity of 
' ;^^pQrt if fuch a.meafure were prop(^Iy,propofed 
Uie disfranchifed inhabitants, and the carn^ 
pf the Sub-Committ^, that thofd Gentle* 
men would jointly undertake the taM If all, 
or even if any piae of thofe t^ehUeinen, would 
, confent to niaka: the experiment, thi^n^it would 
be time fop the Sub^CotnmittW to dw 

jwy for it, by a Ihort letter to the unreprefented 

Inhabitants 

, ♦ This buSnefa was jandmaken by Cof. Fi^rd,. by whofc pr» 
aiad zeal the inhabitants of {^S^borough were ioduced 
adopt » Petition nearly flimilar to that of Bary. 
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Inhabitants, ftating the great injuftice of their 
cxclufion, the prefent chance of their re-admit- 
tance to their rights, and the zeal of the Sub- 
Committee to aflitt them in the attempt : Alfo 
propofing the examples of Bury, Launcefton, 
Tiverton, &c, &c. 

In this way I think the Sub-Committee might 
be inftrumental in obtaining for the Town of 
Scarborough a redrefs of their peculiar grievance, 
and at the fame time gain ftrength to the General 
Petition of the County, which is the caufe of the 
Public. And as the County Petition has Been 
fome time in circulation at Scarborough, the 
attempt may now be made without any rifque 
of lofing fignatures in that town, which was my 
folc rcalbn for not fubmitting this Propofal to 
the conlidcration of the Sub-Committee before 
I left York. V 

Having thus laid my thoughts upon this fub- 
jed before the Sub -Committee, plainly, and 
without referYe, I am jpully affured they will aft 
in the matter as they fliall find upon the wholb 
to be nioft for the advantage of that public caufe 
which we have all fo much at heart. 

1 am^ dear Sir, 

Witb great 

Your moft faitnful humble fervant, 

c. WYVitt; 




Paper V# 
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Paper V» 

Letter/; fl/K the Committee of the County /Mii 
dlcfex to the Rev. C. Wyvill, Chairman oJtU 
Committee for the County / York. 


.Sir, 

THE Committee of the Conaty 
oCMiddlefexhavediredcclme, in their behalf, 
to return to you, and to the Committee of the 
County of York, our thanks for your friendly 
communication and interedurfo, which has hi- 
tlierto been kept up, and we trull will be con- 
tinued, between the Petitioning Bodies, untO 
they lhall have finally and fully fuccceded in ob- 
taining a fubilantial Reform in the ReprelcntJ- 
■tion of this kingdom in Parliament. 

’ ' To be as nearly as poflible unanimous, and 
•upiverfal in our defires and dedaratipns, upon 
this fttbjcd, we confider as one great important 
objed of that.intercourfe. 

To maintain that unanimity ;it was, that the 
Committee of the County of Middlesex , acqui- 
efeed readily to your wife recom'mendation of ?’ 
^eral Petition for a Reform, in which all good 
men agree, and avpided any |nention of the 
ticulars of Reform, in which the linen lunf 
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for fome time differ, and of which die worft 
men will at all times take advantage. ^ 

And, ia our opinion, the efleft of defeending 
to p irticulars muft be exaclly the fame, whether 
thofe particulars are contained in a Petition or 
Inftruv^icms, or in Refoluiions. — And when we 
acknowledged the ftrength of your own argu- 
ments for excluding particulars from the Petiti^ 
CHS, wc fuppofed it impoflible to expedl thofe 
particulars in the fliape of JnJiruBions ; and: after 
iiaving, by our folicitations, obtained from the 
Gentlemen of the Yorkftiire Committee to for- 
bear the propofed Inftruftions, we could not 
expccl that the fame particulars Ihould appear 
under the name of Rcfolutionsi for what^ indeed, 
arc ftronger Inftruftions to Members than the 
Refolutions of a Cotmty Meeting? We are forry 
that any particulars (from which wc cautioufly 
abftained) have, at this ftage of our progrefs, 
been brought forward in any fhape. 

On the particulars contained in thofe Refolu- 
tions, it is now our duty to return to you our 
opinion . 

When we read thofe Refolutions, (under the 
name of Inftruflions) as communicated by your 
better, wc feared that we could not our 
concurrence to them. 

We feared that private and pocket Boroughs 
to be cxduded from the deflrcJ Refono, 
^nd that Parliamentary Reprefeutation "yJ sr ts, 
die power of difpofing of the liv^s and 

(^4 of 
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of the Public) was ftill to continue private pro, 
perty.— From this idea we muft for ever 
averfe. 

we arc happy to perceive from the narrju 
.;^ive of the Proceedings of the Count j of Yorl^ 
on the 19th of laft December, that our fears 
were created, as we truft, merely by the ward- 
ing of thofe Refojutions ; and with extreme fa- 
tisfaftion we ate defirous to believe, that wc are 
unanimous with your County : for in that nar- 
rative we find, Mr. Stanhope declaring, that ‘‘he 
thought the thanks of the Meeting were parti- 
cularly due to a noble Lord then prefen t, who 
, had flood forward in fupport of a Parliamentary 
Reform, although he was Proprietor of a Bo- 
rough,” and the Earl of Surrey declaring, that 
no perfon could be againft the prefent Peti- 
tion, except the Proprietors of purchafed Bo- 
roughs, and that the conduft of the Proprietor 
of a Borough, who came there to fupport a 
jneafure, tending to overturn his o%on interejl^ and 
of another Gentleman then prefent, (the Pro- 
prietor of half a Borough) ought to he held out as 
a reproach to thofe men who wilh to ftaiid well 
with the People; and yet fupport in Parlia- 
ment, with all their eloquence, the with-holding 
. from tltem thofe Rights which time has robbed 
them of.” 

:: We alfo find the unanimous thanks of tin? 
County “ to three Gentlemen, for their difintcr- 
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pfceJ fupport of a Petition which AFFECrS 
TIIKIR private PROPERTY.'” 

Wc, therefore, the Committee of Middlefex,^ 
meeting the fenfe of the Committee and County 
of York from the Proceedings of the laft -County 
Meeting, and cfpecially from thofe parts bt the 
Proceedings which we have extracted as above, 
arc happy in declaring ourfelves unanimoufly 
of the opinion of the Earl of Surrey, fo dcclareei 
on this fubjeft; and unanimoufly of the opinion, 
of the County of York, that all perfons acting 
on the principles which caufed their thanks, de* 
ferve alfo the thanks and gratitude of all other 
parts of the country- 

J AMES TOWNSEND, 
Chairman of the Committee of the 
County of Middlefex, 

fc'»ii.MAsoNS’-TAr.¥it.N, Feb. it, 178J. 


Paper VI. 



[ M J 


Paper VL 

Refolution at a Meeting of the Sub-Committee^ 
Affociation of County ^York, on ihe 17/4 
of February^ ^ Lift of the Gentlemen 

annexed ivho ajfijled in circulating the Petition 
adopted by the County of York, on the igib duj 
of December^ 1782. 


PRESENT, 

Rev, WII.UAM MASON, Chairman. 

The Dean of York Kev, John Dixon 

Mr, Croft Rev, John Robin fon 

Refolv^d, That a Circular Letter of thanks b« 
fent by the Chairman to the feveral Gentlemen 
who aflifted in the cirfculation of the Duplicates 
of the Petition, 

W. MASON, Chairman. 


Gen<3^ 
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General Account ^Signatures amiexed to the Pe- 
tition of the County 0/ York, for a more equal 
Rcprelentution of the People, which was adopted 
the ComXy onihe \^th of ^December, 1782, 
a-id prefented to the Houfe e/ Commons ' /« the 
Tear 1783. 


Jiy rv^*i>fn returned* t 

Thomas I'-lq; «— — — 

‘■ r Noi'cUiTc 

^>tc'thcn Croft , jiin. Efq; ^ — 

Henry Duncombe, Efq; — — — 
Rev. Mr, Cnylcy 

H'.t ry rlionipfon, F.iq; — 

C. S buufombc, Etq; 

\*'illia5rv G.irforth, Ebj; — — — I 


Alt. Tvtoore, SnaUh 


Thoma^i Giimflon, Eftj; 

Sir Wlluam St. Quintin , -«~ 
joh-j Courtney, Efq; j- *— - 

*■ ""> — •'I 

Ui^ni Chnloncr, Kfq; — — 

V-M/atu Wiifon, Efq; — 

E^lpi: Jackfon, Efq; 

Mham Bante, Efq; 

• ]«ihn Mathews, Efq; 

Vi'atUm Raines, Efqt — 

S>rR.aHiidyara. 

''■‘illiim Strickland’ jaSH — 


A’io/ A'o. -if- 
Siine Sisonat. 

I 65 

I I3X 


% I 184 


I I 178 


'Onlyoncfkmfigned. Mr, 
, Dennipgot the name® at 
Esfingwold tit ailothet 
ikin. 

r ArtiOed by the Rev* Mr, 
Stnipfon, &c. 


fThcfeDupHcatcswcrcfent 
out to Mr. iStovin and 
Sir Wm. Mitncr, wba 
transferred them to Mr.' 
Moore and Mr. Fret- 
weU of roU’mgtdtts at 
^ aUiftaats, 


r Affiftcd by Mr. Warner. 
^ in the North Divijloa 
^ of Holderntfs. 

Afliacd by Mr.Jbcgatd^^W# 


% I ai 9 


Afliffcd by Mr. Wainea^ 
Ailiftcd by 

AfllAed by Mr. Cr94ock*, \ 
c AfTifted by the Rev. 

^ Comber and the Re% 
f Mr. Robinfon 


Carried forward %7 3123 
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Nob/' ATo. 0/ 

' JSy •tvioui relurneJ, 

SJtinx, Sivna. 

Brought forward 

»7 

31^3 

Pbil.Saltmarnie, jun.Efq; — 

X 

no 

iCev. Mr. Wyvill 

% 


John Anderfon, Efq; "I 

X 

aio 

John Yorkc, Efq; — 

I 

107 

Thoma.n Willis, Efq; 

I 

17a 

Thomas Fenwick, Efq; — 

I 

i6z 

Rev. Mr. I.awfon — — . 

I 

9 S 

The Dean of Mlddleham — 

I 

62 

John Pratt, Efq; »' 

X 

28 

William Danby, Efq; ■■■' 

I 

9» 

Robert Grim Aon, Efq; ~ 

I 

63 

prancis Edmunds, Efq; — 

I 

134 

Thomas Cotton, Efq; — ^ 

X 

12 

Thomas Hayes, Efq; ■" 

% 

223 

Samuel Shore, Efq; 

.1 

471 

Rev. Mr. Deal try — 

I 

J3 

Rev. Mr. Dade . 

X 

25 


X 

64 

Tho. Hilland Wm. Hill, Efqrs. 

I 

4*3 

Francis Maude, Efq; — — 

X 

99 

■ 1 

Oamaliel Lloyd, Efq; *— 

3 

318 

Thomas Yorkc, Efq; - — 

I 

41 

William Baynes, Efq; - — -■ 

3 

a 83 j 

Mr. Benjamin Saylc — - 

X 

193 

Samuel Tookcr, Efq; — 

I 

161 

St. A. Ward, Efq; 

! 1 

184 

C. W. Childers, Efq; 

^ I 

1 iOO 

•l^uard Foord, Efq; ^ — - 

3 

45 i 


Memarh* - 


r AfliAcd in SwalcdalcW 
Mr.Stodart anciMr,|^ 
liot, (agents to Sir Ch», 
Turner) in Arkcnd*, 
near Swalcdalc ; alfobf 
Mr. Gregory Elflcy 
(_ Patrick Bromptoa 

Amftcdby Sir R JDdiiidyarf 


(The nine lafl fkins recciTtd 
from Mr. Wyvill) 


{ Afllftcd by Mr. Oatc$ar.i 
R'lr. Skelton 

A/fiAed by Mr. Booth, &f. 

'AAiAed by the Rer.hh* 
Bourne, &c. 
ffifted by Sir Wm. Milner 
' AfliBed by Mr. Arlhicf 
ton, &c. 

Aflj by Mr. Siansfidwf 

&c. &c. 

CAffifted by Mr. 
t &c. as agents 

I AffiAcd by McB: 


I at Scarborooi^ 
reiT. Halley, 

Scc.-^Had 0 ^ 
kIand’5Du(»b<=»*;^ 


Carried forward 65 7697 
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Me/. 2^0. o/i 


Ry refurnedi 

^ Brought forward 
|j^.v Mr. Bourne 

Mcfr.MHnc«'». Lodge, Buck,&c- 
Jicory Ptirfe, Efq; — — 

Skint 

65 

X 

la 

X 

■» 

Signa. 

7697 

7 ,S 

1463 

II5 

to? « 

Mr. M.C.StccU — — — 

0 


Colcuel Thornton — 

Rrv. Mr. Walker 

F. f. Foliambe, Ef<i; 7 ^ 

R. A. Athotpc, F.fq; J 
cijim figned at York 

A 5 kiji m London ' 

I 

1 

% 

7 

i ■ 

10 

30 

air 

*58 

a 8 


1 94 

1 * 0 . 15 * 




Remarks, 


Ailiftcd by Mr. Jarno 
Dennis and Mr. Jack* 
fon of TopcIifFc. 


Paper 'm. 
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Taper VII. 

I.etter fro^n John Bell, Efq; of Scarborough, 
Mr. W. Gray, Clerk of Sub-Comniitte« 
^ Aflbeiation of the County o/" York. 


Dear Sir, 

THE Petition figned here by 
the inhabitants was yefterclay fent by the carrier 
from hence directed to you, and I hope you will 
receive it fate. 

As it is thought improper to fend it to Lord 
Tyrconnel, by reafon of feveral of the Coniniun. 
Council of this Corporation not having fignee! it, 
it is wilhed that the Petition may be tranfmitted 
by the Sub-Committee to Mr. Buncombe, for 
h|m to prefent to the Houle of Commons, and 
tq" reejueft that he will move for its being read. 
As it is ftated in the Petition, that the number 
tf inhabitants (paying parilh rates) amount to 
about 700, and it appears that 450 have only 
iGgncd it. It . may not be amiifs to obferve, that 
out of the remaining 2 50, th^te are^ a 
Butnber of widow’s whofc filatures Kave not 
Sfeen applied for, and feveral who are abfent 
ffbm home ; and that the real nuiftber of thofc 
who have refufed to fign it docs not exceed 4*^' 
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of which number there are 30 or upwards of the 
Conimon-C:ouncil,‘or capital Burgeffes. The 
Corporation do not mean to give the Petition 
3ny oppolition* 

I am. Sir, 

Your moft obedient, 

JOHN BELL, 

Scarborough, aSlh Feb. 1783. 


^ The Sub-Commlttce met on the 3d of March, 1783, when 
it was relblvcd to fend the Scarborough Petition to M» . Duncombe, 
to be prefented to Parliament, agreeably to the dcfire contained in 
the preceding letter from Mr. Bell. 


Paper VIIL 

Refolutions which were propofed by the Right 
Honcurabk William Pitt te the Houfe of 
Commons, onihe yth of May^ *783 ; with a 
Lift of Members annexed^ by whom his Motioil 
tim fupported. 


* Refolved, 

I^AT the moft effeflual and prafticablc 
X fares ought to be taken for the better pre* 
Renting both bribery and expence in the ele^Uon 
w Members to ferve in ParUament, 
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a<lly. Refolvecl, TJuit whenever it flial! ]j^ 
proved before a Seleft Coniiniitee of the ilonrc 
of Commons, duly appointed to try and dctei - 
mine tlie merits of any election or return lor 
any place in the kingdom, that tlic majority of 
the electors had been guilty of corrupt praciices 
in fuch election ; it will be proper, iu all fuch 
cafes, tliat fuch place (liall from thenceforth be 
difablcd from fending Reprefentatives to Parlia- 
ment ; and that fuch of the Electors as fliali not 
(by due courfe of law) be convicted of any fadi 
corrupt practices, (liall be enabled to vote at the 
election of the Knights of the Shire in wliich 
fuch place fhali be lituated* 

3diy. Rcfolvcd, That in order to give further 
fecurity to the independence of Parliament, aiui 
to ftrenglhcn the community of intcrefts between 
the People and their Reprefentatives, which is 
effential to the prefervation of our excellent 
Conflitution on its true principles, it is proper 
that an addition fliould be made to that part of 
the Reprefentation which confifts of Membets 
chofcn by Counties and the Metropolis. 

Mr. PiTT gave notice to the Houfc, that if 
the above Refolutions were carried, lie fliould 
then move, I'hat leave be given to bring in a 
bill to provide for the difabling fuch places from 
fending Members to Parliament, in which the 
majority of the Electors lliall liave been proved 
^ilty of corrupt practices j and alfo, Tliat leave 
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be £!;ivcn to bring in a bill for the better fccuring 
thcAiulepcndcnce of Parliament. 

Mr. Pitt having moved the firft of the three 
ul>ove-mcntioned Refoliitions,a motion was made 
:u\d feconded for the “ Onfer of the Dayf in. 
order to get rid of Mr. Pitt's motion. 

For the motion for the order of the day, 293 
Members (including the two Tellers) — And the 
following 1 51 Members (including the two 
1 ellors) divided again ft the motion for the order 
oi the day. 


following Gentlemen voted with Mr* Pitt : 



S, A. St. Jolin, 


I 

S. Wlntbitad 

S/. (jc'tmant 

A. 

J, F.lwcd 



W. llirtlcy 

aVf'wfort 


John Aubrey 

Or. Arccdcckne 

(Onhp 


lhrl>\ 

L .h 

Earl Vernon 

1). c'c 'ip'irs 


l.,prd Mahon 

Darfmeuth 


Sir J. B. Warren 

lit. 'xtton 


R, Smith 

O.ikl'amptr.n 


J. M. »Smith 

Ex*tcr 


Sir H. Peyton 

l)&rj\fjhire 

* • l/fn^vetyi/yjohii 'rownflieiid j 

brtJpirt 


W. A dean 


' i*-re • 

Sir R. CollOTi 

Cof/ CajVs 

r all 

Sir W. Lemon 



11. Elliot 

£)ttrbam 

t.^vnnj%n 

sir John Jarvit 

S. Salt 

£*.<rr 


G. JohnAone 



Jylm Da>yc3 


VOL. ir. 

R 


K. J. Klliot 
Dudley Dong 
W. Hanger 
Lord Aluitlnod 
Karl of Surrey 
JLd GX'avcncijlh.iun 
John Parker 
A. Holdfwftfth 
Sir Cy. Yoiigc 
R, Kitzpatrick 
John Baring 
Humphrey Sturt 
'I'horoas Scott ' 
Richard Beckfordl 
H. Banka 
W. Morton Pilt 
John l.ambton, 

Sir G, Savile 
H. Dwncombe^ 

E, Anderfun 
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KnarrJ^/otough 

l^orthallcrton 
Jt*onteJ'ra£l 
Scm Laruugh 

Thiy/h 

Yctk 

Jtipon 

BuH 

i^v 

ilbUf'fJler 

Crlouct'O"* 

Ci'oui .J\ • 

Jif) ‘'futJ 

J.J ••'luihj'.' r 

JhrU 

Boff.rJ 

JKetit 

MoUJlonc 

Ca»tt»f>ury 

I.iXtu ts/L r 
Cht^et 'J 
Lcu.f'^fne 
I'Jlrltc 

StjriJorJ 

ihjLf, 

Vitmjly 

Middiff.x 

IVeJimtnjUr 

J^iuU n 


Xtyjtn 

jvr&jrti N f’ 

Bnrti' } t n fhin 

i'frrtrs 


I.cr«l Duncaniion 
I Tare 

H. Porl'c 
John Smith 
ii^arl 1 yrconncl 
Sir 'rh<i. Cafto^ ne 
* jLd j, Cavcndilli 

"W Wilbcrforcc 
Jolin Lutlur 
Sir R Smith 

G. lierkchy 

Wcl.b 

John Scudamore 
U. l> Knig ht 
V/. Rhin.tr 
T , flu hey 
W Baker 
C. Alar i ham 
1'. I lone ;i wood 
I'a) lor 

(/ (iipps 
C. K(d>infou 
A. RaxGinion 
John l.cc 
W. Bochin 
C. A. Pelham 
Sir John Thorold 

H. Cecil 

Sir P. Burrell 
John jliarfifoii 
G. Sutton 
John Wilkes 
G. Byng i 

Sir C, Wray i 

C. J. Foi 
F. Bull 
N. Newnham 
Joliii Sawbritlgc 
Sir W. Lewts 
John I i anbury 
Sir K. Ah Icy 
C, ATolineux 
Fan of Kuhon 
Sir H. Harbord 
XfOrd Cucaii 
James Phipps 
F. Montague 


Not th umbt rlu?iJ 
Ke-iucojile 
Notint<rl)ul/tJl,it e 
Bi-ivayh 
NvUingLim 
OvJ'crJ UniDcrJlly 
Oxford Ciiy 
}tahp 

SircTt Jt'ury 
Br: f^north 
IV rnlotk 

S^orretft 

YuLtilon 

MJb'.yn B<ft 
Hills 

Bath 

MnnU^-d 

tliimpjhire 
Pof if mouth 


Siafflsd 

Sitj/ a 
Tf J’ii ii h 
Di'fi’xvub 

i>t, Rdmunf* s Bury 
Slit rry 

H.tflmrre 
South'xvai i 

Sujfcx 

Bratnher 

Strytting 

Br^Vfs 

ChuhrjJfr 

IVur'tvhi 
IViJlmor iaf)d 
jipplchy 
Sahjhuty 

Citine 

CrhlLJi 

Himdon 

Old Suturt 

H'i/tofi 


Sir W. Middkioa 
A. R. Bowt:, 

C. Mcadtnvs 

Sill ton 

R. Smith 
Sir W. l)o!h<n 
l.ord R. bptuctr 
K. Hill 

Sir G Lcij;hiijn 
J. Whitmore 
Sir 1 1. Bridgen a., 
O. Forrtflcr 
Sic Jvjhnl'revi;,:.'! 
Joliu Hdlhday 

Hiriinu't 

John iVnr.ingfrn 
John 'i uiiu.iN 

(_ tis 

John J. Pratt 
Ih Bcaufov 
J. C. Jcrvcite 
Sir II. Fcthtrll >" 
John Barmi^ur 
ih Arden 
R. B, SliLritl ’n 
Sir John Roti? 

T. Staunton 
Sir G. Vanncc'>. 
sir C. l)a\tT:» 

Sir J. Mawbey 
Ford Althorpc , 
W, S. Stanhope 
Sir R. HoiJiaiii 

1‘hointou 

I>ord G. I.tntiov 

H. J. Stanhope 
John Bullock 
'J\ Kemp 
T. Steele 
R. I.adbrokc 
Sir M. le ricnnlr> 
W. Pitt 
V^. H, Bouv-'t’'-’ 

jOTRc*'ro%vidhei- ■- 

G. St. John 
F. Kenyon 
T. Pitt 
Ford Herbert 


• Sir Charici Turner being taken ill, iraa obliged to retire beferr 
the divifion. 
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Ptttf 


W- Lypfon 
T. B. Raus 
B, Roufc 
Jo!ia Trcvaiirtion 
J^ortl Balkelt y 
hir G. Warren 
John Vaughan 
John Parry I 

W, Williams I 


Scoiland 


Sir TI.Mackworth 
H. Owen 
John Sinclair 
H. Dundas 
Sir J. Hcndcrfon 
C. Dundas 
J. S. Stewart 
Sir 'I'ho, Dundis 


Paper IX. 

Ucfoluiions at a Meeting of the Committee of 
AlTociation cf the County of York, on the iji 
cf October^ '7^3 * Rccjuifition pre* 

in ccK.pHancc with which that Meeting 
called. 


Aiiguft t6, 178 .<, 

To the Rev. Christopher Wyvii.l, Cihairman 
of the Committee of Aflbeiation of the County 
of York. 

the late Petition of the Freeholders of the 
County of York to the Houfe of Commons, 
• ior a remedy of the national grievance in the 
^ncqual reprefentation of the People in Par- 
liament, having failed of the defircd fuccefs, 
We whofc names arc fubferibed, being Members 
^^*the faid Committee of Aflbeiation, requeft 
R 3 you 
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you, in conformity to the Rcfolution of the laft 
Meeting of the Committee hoklcn on the 21 it of 
December laft, to call a Meeting of the Com- 
mittee to be liolden at York the latter end of 
September or beginning of October, in order to 
confidcr of the moft proper mcafures to be 
taken for promoting the attainment of the great 
objccl of tliat Petition. 


r. Foljambc, 
Samuel Shore, 
James Wilkinfon^ 
Samuel Tooker, 


Geo. Woodhead, 
Samuel Walker, 
Thomas Walker, 
Jonathan Walker. 


IN obedience to this requilition, 1 do 
notice, that a Meeting of the Committee of Ai- 
fociation for the County of York, will be held 
at York on Wednefday the ift of Oclobcr, 

C. WYVILL. 

IIartle root, Aug* 30> irSj. 
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PRES 

Ilev. C. WYVII 
Rev. AVilliam Mafon 
Charles Turner 
Mr. Chaloncr 
Rt c. Rich. Sykes 
Mr. Ruoth 
Mr. Tooker 
Mr. P. Mthics 
Rev. fames Wilkinfon 
Mr. Walker 
Ml- S’loic 
Ml. H. Duncombe 
Mr. F. Smyth 
Ml. vSttickland of Boynton 
Mr. Wallies 
Ml. Vorkc 
Rev. Thomas Place 
Mr. Croft, 

'Fke Eaii of Effinghant 
Cuitial Ilaic 
Ml. Cl, Mock 
Mr. LioNcl 
Res. Jolin Roblnfon 
r R. IX fliUlynrd 
k. S. Millies 
‘^Ir. Ravs fon 
Rev. i-tecl. Dodfworth 
.S.ivic 
Ml. Beil 
'Ir. Murritt 
i *r. Svs’ainfton 
Rsv, William Comber 
M:. Daiion 


NT, 

,L, Chairman. 

Mr. J. Millies, jun. 

Mr. Griniflon 
Mr. jofeph Walker 
Mr. Thomas Walker 
Rev. Tukc Yarker 
Mr. Foljambe 
laird Ciallway 
Ml Lo.lgc 
Ml. Courtney 
Mr. Regard 
Mr. J.imes Milnes 
Rev. John Bouinr 
Mr. Micklcthwailc 
Mr. Driog 
Mr Danby 
Mr. Croft, jun. 

Mr. John Milnes 
Mr. PMmumls 

Rev Harrifoii 

Rev. James Luvfuii 
Mr. Jacklbu 
Mr. Wilfon 
Dr. Spencer 
Mr. Battle 
Mr St. Qiiintin 
Mr. Hill 
Mr. Dixon 

Sir Thomas Gafeoigne 
Mr. Hayes 

The Duke of Rutland, — clc<!tcd 
this day. 


Tlcfolvcd unanimoufly. That his Grace tJic 
of Rutland, John Scavers Richardfon, FXq; 
Jeremiah Dixon, Efq; Sam. Hantcr Oates, Kfq; 
Eans Bufk, Elq; and Lieutenant-Colonel O’Car- 
roll, be added to this Committee, 

R3 


The 
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The feveral follo'iiing Refolves were alfo unam-. 

77 ioujly agreed to^ viz. 

THAT die diariks of this Committee be given 
to the Right lion. William Pitt for his excclleni 
propofitions fubinittcd to Parliament on the ;tli 
of May Jah, towards aexomplilhing a fubilanti.il 
redrefs of i*ariiamentary Abufes, complained of 
by tlie Petitions of the l^cople. 

That iiotvvithftandingour wiflics did not meet 
with fuccefs on that day, we liili retain hopes 
that his virtuous perfeverance, aided by the un- 
corrupt part of the Senate, and llrenuoufly fup- 
ported by die People, will in time clfcd: fucli a 
Reformation of Parliament as may form a linn 
barrier agairdl tJie inroads of corruption. 

That the Chairman be directed to take the 
earliell opportunity of communicating the pre- 
ceding Relolutions to the Right Hon, William 
Pitt. 

That the tlianks of this Committee be given 
to thole Honourable Members of the Houle of 
Commons by wiioiii Mr. Pitt’s Propofitions on 
the 7th of iviay were lupported. 

That it appears to this Committee that the 
rcjccliori of ihofo Propolitions on the 7tii of 
May may chiciiy be imputed to the operation 
of that ruinous political fyftem by which 
civil war with America was lighted up, the 
Britilli Empire difmcmbci ed, and the plan of 

Parliamentary 
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PArluinicntary Scduftion carried to its laft fata! 
extreme. And it is alfo confidered by this Com- 
mitt oc, that thcre-adminionof theabettors of fuch 
;i lyrtcm into Power, is a inoft fonnidablc obifadc 
to the neceifary Renovation of tlie Conftitution. 

1 hat it behoves the People of Britain, as they 
tender their own pcrfonal freedom and honour, 
the fiicty of the community, or the welfare of 
generations* yet unborn, not to defpair of the 
i^uhiu Weal; nor from an indiferiminate dif- 
trull of Public Men, to link into a Hate of abjed 
lupinenefs and inadivity, and a neglect of thofe. 
legal means of defence, by which tlic Conltitu- 
tioii may yet be preferved. On the contrary, 
ir is the earneft exhortation of tliis Connnittee 
to every friend to the peace and freedom of the 
i.uion, to ftand forth in ihii hour of diftrefs, 
and witit unftiakcn courage, and by every vi- 
gorous and lawful effort, to fupport the Pclor- 
ULV.ion of Parliament — without which, Britain 
be overwhelmed by the accumulated mi- 
h l ies of a corrupt fyftcm of government, 

1 hat this Committee, allured that the bofoms 
their Conllitucnts arc IHU animated with len- 
dincnts of public fpirit and unabated zeal for 
die Conftitution, doth again call upon the Free- 
holders of tliis great County to meet and dcli- 
i^eiMTc on the propriety^ of renewing their appli- 
cation to Parliament for a more fair and cqui- 
tiblc reprefentation of the People ; and if that 
ftail be thought expedient, to reprefent to Par- 
R 4 liament 
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llament in decent but firm and manly term? of 
expoftulation, the ncccflity for an eft'cclual refto- 
ration of the ("onllitulion, and that fuch Meet- 
ing be held on Hiuiiday the 8th day of January, 
1784. 

Tliat the Chairman be defired to write to the 
two w'ortfiy Members for this County, exprcllin^* 
in ilrong terms of approbation, the thanks of 
this Committee for their attendance and fupporl 
given in the lloufc of Commons to Mr. Pitt's 
motion tor a Parliamentary Preform on the 7th 
of May laft. 

'rhat the tlianks of tliis Committee be given 
to the Rev. Chriflopher Wyvill, for his iiulc- 
fatigablo zeal and patriotic conduct during the 
whole Proceedings of this C'omrnitlec. 

That this Meeting be adjourned till to-morrov 
morning at ten o'clock. 

C. WYVILL, Chairman. 


York-Tavern, 0<5lobcr 2 , 

At the Adjourned Meeting of thu^ Committee 
cf Affociation, 

Rcfolvcd, 

THAT this Meeting be adjourned, fubjecd t‘> 
a Call by the Chairman on the requifition 
any five Members, 

C. WYVILL, Chairman. 

P,tj>cr lA, 
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Paper X. 

Letter from ihe Clvairman cf the Committee oj 
Afiociiition of the County ^ York, to the Ri^ht 
Ikn. William Pitt, 


York:, October 3, 

IN obedience to the direction of 
the Committee of AlTociation for tl\c C^ounty of 
York, 1 have the honour to iranfmit to you the 
iiu'loied account of their Proceedings at their 
i.\te Meeting; and I am hap-py to ahiirc you that 
t!»Lir rcrolulion of thanks to you for your con- 
(ha> t in Parliament on the 7 th of May, and their 
i.uJullon exprefiing their lio{)c of fuccehi by 
}n,ir virtuous pcrfcvcrancc, properly fupported 
i'v the incorrupt part of Parhanient, and of the 
People, were paffed with perfect: unanimity. 

I am, Sir, with high refped. 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 
C. WYVILL, 
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Paper XL 

Letter frojn ihc Rvjht Iloyu William Pir r to the 
Chairniiin of the Oimmittcc of Affodation tf 
ike County of Yofk. 


Bfrkllev-Sqijari , Xov. g, 

Sir, 

ON my" return to Town, I received 
the honour of your Letter, accompanictl by the 
Refolution of the C^ornmilti’c on the ift of Odo- 
bcr. I have the greated iatisfadioii in findin^^ 
that the Propofilion:; which 1 fubmittrd to Par- 
liament in the lalt ScJhon arc confidcrcd by 
them as lending to accomplilh a Reform of the 
Parliamentary Abufes, complained of by the lY'- 
titions of the People. I trull I neeri not affure 
you, that no exertion or pcrfcverance on my 
part lhall be wanting in fupport of the princi- 
ples on which thofc Propoliiions were founded; 
unl'uccefsful as uiy attempts have hitherto proved, 
I lhall anxioully wait for a feafonable moment 
of renewing them, and eagerly embrace it when- 
ev'er there is a juft profped: of doing it with cfTeci. 

1 am truly fcnlible of the obliging manner in 
wdikh you have had the goodnefs to convey to 
me the fenfe of the Committee ; and am. Sir, 
with great reJ'ped, 

Your moll obedient humble fervant, 

rrn’. 
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Paper XII. 

Letter fron the Rev. C. Wyvili. to Sir Gj-orof. 

S A VILE, 


JJuuton Hall, 0«5li>Lei' 8, 

Dcar Sir, 

I AM clireded by the Committee 
oi ^ViTociatiou for the County of York, to exprefc 
to you, ill llrong terms of apj>r(>baiion, their 
thanks tor y^our attendance and fupport given 
in tile lloufe of (Commons to Mr, Pitt’s niotitm 
tnr a Pariiamcntaiy Reform on' the 71 li of May, 
1 was a witncl'^ on that occafion of your zeal 
h)r ih<‘ public caufe, whicii pi'oinptcd you, yet 
^'.cide rVijin the effet^s of a recent lickncfs, to en- 
in the debate; and alfo of your utter in- 
fnility to bear the fatigue of that exertion which 
i obliged you to defift. 

hince that time you have intimatcci to mc^ 
t-at your cflbrt to fupport tliat motion for the 
Keibrmation of Parliament would probably be 
t‘ie Lift a(5lion of your political life. Thefe arc 
• <^^^ucuniftanccs which I cannot rccollccf without 
k'eling a lincerc concern and regret, mixed with 
^hut high refpccY and efteem which arc fo*juftIy 
to the purity of your char.ictcr. Accounts 

wdiicU 
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which have been juh rccci\"cd of your rclapfo 
and dangerous I'tatc of- licahh, nnift give every 
private friend, every irijiid to t 4 ic welfare of 
the public, the utn.oll: anxiety. 

1 fhall only fay, dicreforc, if your appearance 
in Parliament on the 7th of May lliould unfor. 
tunately be your laft fervicc to your Conllitu- 
cuts, a life of iuch unfullicd public virtue could 
not be more conliltenlly clofed than by that at- 
teo’pt, eiredtially to correct the Corruption ff 
Varliamcnt. 


I am. Dear Sir, 

With mod fincere regard. 
Your very faithful 

And obedient f'ervant, 

C. WYVILL 


Paper Xllf 
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Paper XIII. 

Letter from the. Rev. C. Wyvu.L, io Henry 
Duncombe, I’l/p 


Bi/iiTos Hall, October S, 178^. 

Di ar Sir, 

I am directed by the Committee 
(it Afiociation for the County of Ycjrk, to exprefs 
io you, in ftrong terms of approbation, their 
th.mks for your attendance and lupport given 
ill liic Houle ol Commons to Mr. PitCs motion 
tor a Parliamentary Reform, on the 7 th of May. 

1 execute tl\c command of the (k)mmittcc on 
tlii> occahon with tlie grcatell iatisfaflion, be- 
c;iu(c I am perfectly acquainted witii what firm- 
Hjib, integrity, and anxious affiduity you liavc 
laboured to promote that Rc720'vaiion of the Co7i^ 
fitution which your Conflitucnts liavc fo much at 
heart. For this they have AvSSOClA'l'KD ; they 
have deputed a Committee *, they have petiti- 
oned Parliament; and they will I'till petition and 
* t^xpoftulate till the julHce of their complaint be 
acknowledged, and fomc fubftantial redrefs be 
^i'anted by Parliament. — For this you have con- 
curred in all thofc legal mcafures of the (bounty 

of 
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pfyork} for this you have entered into their 
Afiodation ; you have co-operated with their 
Committee j you have figned their Petitions, 
ihd,in Parliament you have given the moll firm 
ifc^>port to every meafure tending in any degree 
to ReSllore the Conftitution. 

: When you was the objed of their choice, the 
freeholders of Y orkfliirc trufted that they had 
found a worthy colleague of Sir George Saviie, 
and gained another faithful friend to the Re- 
^rotiation' of Parliament. This was their utmoft 
jK^|^;aud wilh j in .ivhicll I am bold to affirm, 

W^haye nothecn difappointed For the truth 

i^ t^ kflertion, I appeal to their feelings, or to 
uniform conduft in Parliament, without 
ffejjdngJ “the* fufpicion of partiality from that 
fB^dlBip, with which I am. 

Dear Sir, 

Moll fineprely yours, 

c. Wyvill. 
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Paper XIV. 

Letter from Henry Duncombe, E/^- to ^ 

’^ C. Wyviel. 


Nawton Lodge, Oft. eo» 

Dear Sir, 

I Received the honour of 
letter, conveying to me. the approbatioA/the 
Cpmmittee of AlTociation of the County of Tor^ 
has thought fit to exprefs of my att^dance and 
fupport given to Mr. Pitt’s motion for a Parj^ 
mentary Reform, oh the 7th of May* . ^ 

I am much flattered in your aifurance thiat 
my Parliamentary Condudt on this Occafion haa 
met the approbation of fo refpeflable a part of 
my Conftituents; and confefsi I fee in the fame 
light with them the neceflity of that Reform 
which you obferve they haVc fo much at. heart*! 
It was a Angular fatisfaciion to me to remirih . 
the firft men in office, and in charader, giving 
thdr concurrence to the Prpppfition of Mr/PSlii * 
•Among thefe yoy wiB read, with pteafute, 
names of the firft'Secrctary of State," and of the 
noMcBotd, the Chancellor pf the Exchequer; 
®cn, who, on that day, gaye tei^mony to tljek 

diflnterefled 
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difinterefted wifli for a better Reprefentation of 
jthe People : looking, doubtleft, for fupport in 
tbeir minifterial capacity, rather to the juftnefs 
of their views and the rectitude of their mea- 
iiires, than to the ufual arts of influence and 
corruption. Indeed, Sir, the nation is fick of 
fhofe arts, the effe<!^s of which fo lately and fo 
fatally experienced, have turned its attention to 
the true fource, whence our calamities are de- 
rived, namely, the very inadequate ftate of the 
Reprefentation of the People ; by which the fa- 
lutary reftraints originally interpolcd againft the 
errors, the weaknefs and the wickfednefs of Mi- 
xiifters, have been baffled and defeated. It is 
impofliblc not to lament tlic failure of thofc re- 
ftraining powers in the laft Parliament with re- 
to the meafures of the then exifting Admi- 
niftratioii, of wlilch it is difficult to fpeak with 
much temper, when we confider the ftate in 
which they found this Country at their entrance 
into power, contrafted with the 'fituation in 
which they left it. But is it probable that in 
fimilar cafes. Parliament will ever hold a differ- 
ent conduft ? It cannot be. While a large body 
of the People fo deeply interefted in the inte- 
grity, have fo little Iharc in the eleclion of their 
Reprefentatives ; while the Minifter ftiH retains^ 
fuch influence, while he has (as it is called) the 
management of the Houfe of Commons nay, 
while Members, as in the well known inftance 
of the Government Boroughs, are fuflfered by 
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the moft palpable abfurdity to be fent to PafUa*^ 
inent by the mandate of tlie JVfinifter, whole 
conduft it is a peculiar part of the bufinels of 
Parliament to fuperintend and control. 

Carcuinftanced as this Country is, it wiU be 
thought,*perhaps^ there never was a time when 
it were more to be wilhed, that Parliament pot 
fcfi'cJ the good opinion and the confidence 
the People. Our difmembered Empire, the low 
fiatc of\pyblic credit, our exhayfted refourcc?, 
the millions that Hill remain unfunded, all fpeafe 
the ncccfilty of a perfe^ union between the 
governors, and the governed, that has been rare- 
ly found to exift, even in the pureft periods of 
the Conftitution : The common objects of tiix- 
ation begin to fail^ the cuftoms, the, cxcife, the 
articles of luxury cannot afford, much additional 
revenue; and while the experience of this year 
too well proves, that taxes whicli operate uni- 
verlally will create univcrfal diflatisfaflion ; fc- 
ricus and thinking men will refleri: how much 
Juid how naturally an acquiefcence, under un- 
common burdens, is connected with the degree 
of refpcct we pay to thofe who impofe them* I 
wifti not to inflame the minds of my country- 
men; fuch a wilh would ill fuit my fituatio|i^ 
and a difpofition, thought, 1 truft, not unfriendly 
public order and tranquillity. But 1 believe 
tt will not be called a departure from that cha- 
rafter, w^n I declare freely my hopes and ex- 
peftations,, that the Legiflature will not delay to 
''OL.-II. S enter 
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enter upon the conBderation of the Reform of 
^rliament—3 Reform, in my . opinion, iadif. 
pen&ble with I regard to the nationa/ happinefi 
pBwli&airity. 

, I fear. Sir, I have detained you too long j but 
the fubjed is of uncommon importance. It re- 
mains only for me to beg you to prefent my 
acknowledgments to the Gentlemen of the 
''.4k>mnuttee for the favourable light in which 
itbey have chofen to regard my poor ferviccs, 
and to accept yourfelf thofe thanks from me 
^ji^hich are fo jullly due to you for the obliging 
and>.jKmd manner in which .you have conunu- 
aicated their orders. 

I am. Dear Sir, with great refpefr, 

Ypur moft obedient humble fervant, 
HENRY DUNCOMBE. 


< NUMBtflt, xni. 
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rafter 1. 

Communication an the a6ih Novenihet^ 
to the Sub -Committee (f AiTociation 
County of York^ ^meafures taken in conJe^uel94ii( 
of the expected ReiSgnation, hy Sir Gaoao^^ 
Savijle, of hfs Seat in Parliament; with Ah 
Letter annexed^ anheun&ng his Religriation^ *^. 


kcT.C.WYVlLL, Chairman. 


Hic t>ean of York 
Mr, Croft 

Rev. William Mafon 

Mr, Oriag 

Hcv. Robert Croft 


Dr. Swain fton 
Rev. John Bourne 
Mr. Hayes 
Dr. Spencer 
Mr. Witheift 


Mr. viJLk laid before the Sub-Comtnittce ^ 
k Requilitioni from himlelf and other Gentlemen 
to the Sheriff of this County* to call a General 
Meetittjl^ of thif Freeholders, for the nomination 
<^f a Candidate in the room of Sir George Savile^ 
^ho has declared his intention to refign; and 
The SheriflPs Anfwer, fignifying his intentiOti 
to call fuch Meeting, fo foon as fttch refignatioa 
fliall be authenticated. 

C. WTVILL, Chairman 
Sa 
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'To the Gentlemen, Clerg)'-, Freeholders of tU 
County of Y ork. 

■Gentlemen, 

IT is not without a fenfible 
concern that I find myfelf obliged to decline 
continuing in tlie exercife of the important and 
honourable office you have fo long intrufted me 
with. Impreffed as I am with a. Juft feefing of 
the' indulgence I have ftood in need of, even 
. ti^rhen I was beft able to fulfil the duty of my 
i^tion, and (let me not forget to add) having 
amply received that indulgence, it would ill 
become me now to obtrude myfelf upon you to 
the end of a term, the probable remainder of 
which is far too long for you to lofe, during the 
continuance of it, any part of the fmall propor- 
tion of voices you have in the Houfe of Com- 
mons. It is true, and you have, not fo learn 
firom me, how well anfwered your expeflations 
hftVO b^n in your laft choice ; but thif, in one 
U^t, adds to the reafons whichthave weighed 
with me .on* the prefent occafion,; , Jplj^ce t|« my 
wt0«hy, Colleague, on whom the htbp^mis 
p^rt .of JMrovincial bufihefs muft fallj ajs indeed 
it;; has hitherto done, is a iecond reafon for |;\y 
^ace being fupplied by an, and efficient 

ReprefeUtative. The manner of executing my 
intended purpofc, and the time of my applying 
for the ufual means of vacating a Scat in Parlia- 
ment, 
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ment, have, however, caufed me Ibme anxious 
thoughts, and it has been my carnea wiht to 
occafion my Electors as little inconvenience as 
poffible } hut my late illnefs, and the prefent 
Aate'of my health, make me defpair of ever 
being again a^e to attend public bufinefs in 
fuch a manner as I ought ; I have thought dt, 
therefore, moR for your fervice, to 
without further delay, an office in which I can 
no longer be of ufe. 

• I am, with a truly grateful remembrance of 
your many paR favours. 

Gentlemen, 

Your moR obliged and moR obedient 
liumblc fervant, 

GEORGE SAVILE. 
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Paper 11. 

lidKiIution at a Meeting of the Sub-Committee 
fl^Affociation tf the County f York, on the 
loth of December i *783; <* Letter yr«»i 

Earl Fauconbero, and their Anfwer, annexed. 


PRESENT, 

Rev. W. MASON, Chairman 
TJlic l>ean of York Mr. Dring 

Mr. Croft Dr. Swainfton. 

Read a Letter from Earl Fauconberg, ad- 
jUifefled to Stephen Croft, Elqj and refolved 
oh an aniWer thereto, to be fent in the names 
of fuch Gentlemen of the Sub-Committee, now 
ni York, iw figned the Requifition to the ^air- 
hfian of the ‘Committee for the Medilng, now 
lldyertifed in the York Papers to be held on the 
p^th infttot. • ’ ' ' 

■ Re&lvOd, That copies of the letter and anftr« 
^ehtefed in this book, and sdfo fent by expteft 
to MfV ^yvill and Sir Robert ]^ildyahd } alfo 
'^e anfwer be fent by eameft tO'Ehrl Fau- 
^t^nberg. 

W. MASOlli Chairmafl. 
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Newburgh, 9tb Dec. 1783* 

Sir, 

THE indignity offered to, tfce 
County of York, by the application of thirteen 
Gentlemen to Mr. Wyvill, to call a Meetipg of 
the Affociation the day previous to that ip* 
pointed for the nomination of a Member to 
fucceed Sir George Savilc, which muft be inr 
tended to controul the free voice of the Free- 
holders, is fo apparent, that it animates me to 
determine a. refolution, which that day, as a 
Freeholder and Gentleman of Fortune, I am 
determined to fuggeft at the Meeting.* 

The peace of the County is my moft earneft 
wfti ; but it is high time the deception that has 
been circulated fliould be fairly* hpncftly, and 
afliduoufly pointed out. ^ 

If, Sir, your name amongft thefe Gentlemen 
can influence you to prevent fp unhandfomc an 
attack on the free voice of the Freeholders pf 
the County, I fliall be happy ; otherwfe I iha|I 
tfteem it my duty to call the attention , of. the 
County^ in whieh the Cqnftitution, and the 
rights of the Jfrcchplders, will, proteA me. ^ _ 

No pe^onal motive influence me.— I high^ 
t^Sptdc the charafters who have affociated; * apd 
though I diflfer, I have never interfered. 

The honour, dignity, and intereft of this great, 
commercial, and extenfive county, calls for an 
S 4 
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able and judicious Rcpreferitative. — Leave it to 
the zeal and unbiafled choice of the landed in- 
tereft of the county. 

My fituation in the county renders me anxious 
'fjbr its credit. — is not more my duty than my 
inclination to ferve its true interefts ; which to 
itio man, or defeription of men, will I ever fa- 
crifice. 

' Though I have been fo unfortunate as to have 
loft in you a friend, 1 ftill retain a very great 
perfonal rcfpeci:. My fentiments I have lioncflly 
declared ; and fliall, if my health permits, upon 
ihy legs call for the attention of the Meetings if 
Meeting of the AlFociation takes place. 

I am. Sir, 

Your humble fervant, 

FAUCONBERG. 

Stbvhen Croft, Efq. 


My 
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My Lord, 

Mr. Stephen Croft having 
very properly confidercd your Lordfliip’s letter 
as a public one to fuch of the Members of the 
Afibciation of Yorkfliirc as figned the Requifi- 
tion of the 24th of November to their Chairman, 
for calling a GcneralMceting of their Committee 
on fonie day previous to tlie 20th inftant, has 
confulted as many Gentlemen of the Sub-C'om<* 
mittcc as could be found in York who fignqd 
that Requifition. 

'rhey whofc names are hereunto written arc 
unanimoufly of opinion, that notwithftanding 
your Lordlhip’s difapprobaiion of the meafure, 
they arc funicicntly author ifed by the County 
to meet W'licucver they judge proper ; and it is 
ihcir decided rcfulution to meet on the day 
which their Chairman has appointed in the 
public papers. 

They are, with all due rcfpecT, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordfliip’s obedient fervants, 

J. FOUNTAYNE, 
STEPHEN CROFT, 
\V. MASON, 
TEROM DRING, 

A. SWAINSTON, 
Wm. WITHERS. 

VoRx, Dee. 8, 1783. 

Earl Fauconberc. 

P/ 7 />cr IlL 
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Paper III. 

E^siblution ai a Meeting of the Sub-Cotnmittee f 
Afibciation of the County ^York, on the \ 2 th 
, , $f December j 1783; wiVA Earl Fauconberg’s 
Reply annexed* 


PRESENT, 

’ ' Rev* WILLIAM MASON, Chairman* 

Mr. Bring Mr. Croft 

Br. Swaiofton Mr. Withers 

Ecv* Luke Yarker 


Read, a letter from Earl Fauconberg in reply 
to the letter to his Lordlhip, dated yefterday. 

... Refolved, That his Lordfliip’s letter be cn- 
^ed in the Committee-book, but not anfwered. 

W. MASON, Chairman. 


KEW»w*e*» 
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KEWBURGHf December tr, 

Gentlemen, 

THE fubjeft of mjr Letter to 
Mr. Croft, I acknowledge to be a pij.blip oi^e.. 
It is my honeft opinion, and in which I 'feel 
xnyfclf well fupported, that the Members ^f the 
Affociation have greatly exceeded the pWWer 
that they can arrogate to themfelves legdfyj^ot 
that the Conftitution authorizes. 

The Sheriff of the County of York has called 
a General Meeting of the County, that is to fay 
of the Freeholders, to nominate a proper perfon 
to fucceed Sir George Savile, when his vacancy 
fliall take place. . * 

I apprehend any Meeting previous thereto, 
controul the free voice of the Eleftors, is a higfi 
indignity ; on this ground, if I fee occaflon, I 
fliall, as a Freeholder, make uiy ftand the 17th 
inftant. 

Great deference am I ready to pay to the ge^ 
ncral fenfc of the Gentlemen Freeholders of ^thc 
County, hut as I from my heart fee! this oil! 
the Affociation (if it Ihould take place) one o( 
the higheft infringements of the liberties of the 
fubje^ and derogatory of the effentiai privileg<$ 
of the Peopl#at large, I efteem it my duty to 
rclift. 

. I am, with all due re^eft, 

Gentlemen, 

Your obedient fervant, 

FAUCONBERG, 
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Paper TV. 

.Rj^olutions at a Meeting of the Committee of 
Affociation of the County ^ York, on the 16/A 
of December^ * 7^3 5 w//A /A? Requilltion pre- 
fixed in compliance with which that Meeting w.w 
called* 


To the Rev. Chriftopher Wyvill, Chairman of 
the Committee of Affociation for the County 
of York. 


W E, the under-written Members of the faid 
Committee, do requeft you to call a 
Meeting of the Committee on fome convenient 
day before the 20th of December next. 

KoFEMMa a4, 17^3. 


John Yorke, 
John Dalton, 
A. Swainfton, 
J. Bourne, 

W. Spencer, 
Robert Croft, 
Thomas Hayes, 


Will. Danby, 
J. Fountayne, 
W. Mafon, 
Jerom Bring, 
Stephen Croft, 
W. Withers. 


IN 
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IN obedience to the above Requifition, I do 
^'ive notice, that a Meeting of the Committee of 
Ail'ociation of the County of Y ork will be held 
at York, on Tuefday the i6th of December^ 
i/H- 

C. WYVILL. 

Burton-Hall, Dec. 6, 1783. 


Rev, C. 

Sir James Norcliffc 
Mr. Dring 
Mr. lUycs 

Rev. James Wilkinron 
^fr. Morritt 
Sir VV'iiHam Milner 
M( Hill 

Sir George Strickland 
Mr. Griinftou 
The Fail of Surrey 
Ml. Aktliorpe 
Mr. Broadley 
S i Tliomas Oafeotgne 
Mr. St, Andre^v Ward 
.'It - bahmarltic, jun. 
Mr. York® 

Mr. Booth 

Mr. Thoi^^s Walker 
Kcv. Thomas Place ' 
Mr, Maude 
Mr, Kawfoi) , 

Mr. Jofeph WalkcF 
Rev. Wdtiam Comber 

Mr. St. Quiniin 

Mr. Witfers 
Mr. Croft^ jun. 


PRESENT, 

WYVILL, Chairman. 

IJeutenant-Colonel O’CltCot , 
Mr* Tookcr 
Rev. William MaTon 
Ml. Strickland ‘ 

Mr, Foljambc 
Ml . 11. Thumpfon 
Mr. Arthington 
Rev. John Rubinfon 
Mr. Richard Wtlfon 
The Dean of York 
Mr, Croft 
. Mr, Danby 
Dr. Swaiiiftott 
Mr. Barlow 
Rev. WilFiam Dcattry 
Mr. Marriott 
Rev. John Bourne 
Lieuieoant*ColoneI 
Lord Gallway 
Mr. Lloyd 
Mr. Dixon 
Mr. Chaloncr 
General Hale 
Mr. Dalton 

Mr. Fanldc-^cle^fcd tbU day* 


Rcfolvc4> 
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Reiblved, That Robinfon Farfide, Efq; be 
added to this Committee. 

Refolvcd unanimoufly. That this Committee 
do approve of the Requiiition of the Sub-Com- 
tuittee to the Chairman, to call a Meeting of the 
tommittee of Aflbeiation ; and of the conduft 
of the Chairman in appointing it on this day. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That the Chairman of 
this Committee be fequefted to fubmit to the 
Freeholders of Yorklhire, at the General County 
Meeting to be holden on the 17 th of December 
ihftant, the propriety of renewing their applica* 
^ioh to Iparliameiit, for a more fair and equitable 
^^refehtation of the People, and of inftf ufting 
Committee to prepare a Petition for that 
pui^ofe, to be laid before the Freeholders at the 
thfeii' hesit enfuing County Meeting, inftead of 
tliit propofed to be holden on the 8th 

1day of Jsuffii^ry next. 

Kiifbfvcd, That thisCbmmittec be adjourned 
tilt Thurfday morning next, at fen o^clock^ 

C* WYVILL, Chairman. 
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Paper V. 

Proceedings at the General Meeting which nmU 
nated F. F. Foljambe, E/q; to reprefent the 
County of York in Parliament. 


AT a General Making of the Freeholders ojF 
the County of York, (who have a fight 
to Vote at the Elekion of a Knight to 
ferve in Parliament for the (aid County^ 
held at the Cattle of York, in the faid 
County, on Wednefday the 17th day of 
* December, 1783, purfuant to public no« 
ticc given by the High-Sheriff, for th^ 
purpofe of nominating a proprf perfoh to 
ferve in Parliament for the faid Countyt 
in the place of Sir George Savijce, Bart# 

Refolved unanimoully, 

T hat the warmeft acknowledgments of this 
Meeting be offered to Sir George Savilef 
Bart, for the afliduity, integrity, and independU 
cnee of his Parliamentary conduA, fignally ma- 
* i^cftcd in his Reprefentation of the County of 
York during the fpace of twenty-five years ; 

that the deepeft regret be expreffed for that 
^finn Rate of his heal& which obliged hiuiv 

to 
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th reSgn the importint truft he executed with 
i0 much Credit to hlaifelf and advantage to the 
Public; 

■ ^ Refolvcd, 'J'hiit the lligh-SherifFbe rcquefted 
toUranfiiiit the above Reihlution to Sir George 
Savile, Bart, as the unanimous feafe of this 
Meeting. 

Refolvcd, rhat Francis Fcrrand Foljambc, of 
^Idwarkc, in this County, Klq; be put in no- 
mination as a proper perfon to reprefent this 
C’^unty in Parliament, in tlie place of Sir Geo. 
'BaVile, Bart. 

^VRefolVcd, (two only dilTcntient) l 1 \at an applh 
to Parliament be renewed by this County 
^ a nartre fair and equitable Reprefentation of 
^iie People. 

'Relbfved iinanimoufly, That Lord Surrey, 
Xord Fauepnberg, Mr. Strickland, Mr. Mafor., 
Mr. Stanhope, and Mr. Wyvili, 

be inftrwcicd to pueparc a Petition, for tlie 
imrpofc flamed in the preceding Refokition, to 
bedaid before the Freeholders of this County, 
for their conlideration at the enfuing Meeting 
the County. 

Refolvcd unanimoufly. That tli^ Sheriff be 
requeued to call a Meeting of tb 0 Freeholders 
. d^thhs County, to be held on the day of 
^Mmediately after the clioice of a Member) to 

t iaSder of a Petition to ParJiamdnt for a mote 
r ^»d cquitaWc Reprefentation of the P^pk* 



.f 'W ' 

Refolv#, . That, the 

this Me^g he.ig^n to ^^^tgh-Shwiff.fofe 
his impartiality iti ‘^condu^lSng the b^fiMfc of^ 

this day*. ' •n'XT A -n'Tik ' 


^*D?ARCY HILD^ARB*,S 


Paper VI. < 

Debate at «. .Ojfcneral Meetiog ^ the 
York, onih^ph of DecemUry 

the purpo/e -of putting in nomination trpr^]U^} 
foh ftr r^^efenting ' the ■ County ^ w 

ParUanifent, »« room S<r 

who had declined that/ervtep^ ^^, 
bis ill fiate of hcaltbt 


THE General Meeting 

thECd»|tty,hada«'|?i^:CSlfl 
dfiifec^wr.’iySs, to liCHiiihate » ;p»6|^ 
■ tMhf tScttutPyi' w 




1^#; 1^; . wansi^ acknfir^^lli^^^^A^:: ■ of . ,t& 
llfeetmg J>e o&ered to Silr Gtorge 'S,a^^ J^mv 
S^ the affiduity, integrity, and ia4<e|^<]^e:^ 
l^f lParliamentary condud, ^figri'^ 

Reprefentatiqn Qjf th^.jGottOtjr of York, 
the fpace of .twenty.five years j and that 
^^Oi^peft regret be expreffed for that infirm 
- iKatevdfi^lm health which has obUged him to re« 
j^gn Yltse imjxrrtaht trUft he e^e^ted vrith fo 
|(^y^ icre^t tb himfelf and ^vi^t^e to the 


g b^d^BqliasY next rofe, and hayiia^ paM 

to the eminent tvor^ of Sif Geojrge, 
'^jpi^nr^ed what all men fdt, the idteepeft re* 
for die ill fiate of health ^Mch obliged him 
^CtK^wididm^MsFtu^mentary: fervkes from the 
'ith>iutty^^> prpcecded'^o miumerate the qumlifica. 
dons wh^h fliouid be lookt^ for in ^0 man 

noffr^tiq^. ^jfoccecd 
an unexe^ti^rable prii^;^ domeftic 
.4l«hara£ier# aiid.>,a^re' 

' 43 ^- ' been . ^^ ifr^ ed^ ' _^ ^n. 




*"* ‘ 

f'd^a^t of^^l4vt^ke» Efq; b<! 

fecohded - tl»is rtic^ion,:^ ^ 
wve;’a»^a/'‘'fi»#tlfito'''ire^ort, that -Mf^fdlj^g.- 
being liephe^' Sir George S 
the ^vantage of his fege counfd and 
ence; and bolides this, his being nO" 
here would balm into the bruize 
, of that invil^e man. _ ^ 

Mr. CHocijUEY expreffed great 
Mt' dedared, that ^ 

M^ber of an Mbciation, felf-cre^ :^. 
matel^ for themfelves, and w^o 
dared an intention to make gr«4f alt^tionf ^ 
the ConiBtt^on, he tho^g^ 'WOoW 

turn, or greatly iftip& it, he woWWttofe agat^; 
him. 


• . flow called, aiid nec^ty thei^ 

'^s 'In thefe times for aftivity V" thal "Bc' ■w® 
rdblved to exert fcr- 

'^le,'iffent to Parliament | ' arid* d^i^lBoug^ 
; %e could by no means pretend to tBe abiihies 
«if?cxperience 6f Sir Geo. Savile, he yet hoped 
' •f6 fanprove under his firiendihip and affiftance. 
;With'r<^efl: to the objections brought 'againft 
him b^'thc twp laift Gentlemen, -t^t he was a 
Blefrib^ of AfTociation, he was & fef ftorri dc- 

M ing’the fail, that he gloried iir lUving ftriud 
in ftemming that Torreftl df t^ortrip* 
>^n''v>'hich had overwhclnned us at hbme; aw 
JSi^' dilmembercd the Empire by the entire lofs 
!bf America ; he declared that the Gentlemen 


whom he had alTpciated, werb as relpeft- 
a6le_ and .iridep^n'derit a Body of Men as any 
s)^ho ihoti9B‘;t&cule , them ; - congratulated hini' 
and \them that they ha^ atlj^ddy dbiie fome 
•]g6od,- ^d expre0ed , a' tl^t they 

‘.flight yet do m<?re } 'they hiMiBii''%MCiehOundii 
‘ 41i^dy to Cdfiripdon/an’d 

Tpeviye ’ the ' 

'f^^jard to the dufadori of 
■ '■;^'«yeiY;mai|,‘i^-lt wa^_^ 

';by theirf'dlin'ari^tim: 

iafiktttinn, which hr?tever«ad^n".w«/**^ 

* hflidkrt 
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toldcrs rcpea^. 

his ref<d»tio» :t^i fet the example of S^r Georgs 
Savae^befisre hi® } to imitate it;as far^aa lie was 
aWet < W by diligence and vattcn}ton,.to 

di&hargej^ ttuft he then folicited. With 
oefty, and to their; latisfaftion. ^ : , .jl 

Mr. Buncombe bore teftimpny to the 
and abilities of his late Colleague, whofe 
deplored, and whofe laft political aft he 
to have bceai^. fupport given to Mr. ipd- 
tion for the R.pform of Parhament ^ a mot,iOn 
made in conference of. the Petitions of 
Countics.be^r* which, though rpfp^lae 
on, account of ,its fize, was yet far npior,e. W 
account of the conduft of its Inhabitants, wlm 
firft called the Attention of the Public to the 
rupt mifinanagement, of their Affairs. , .He 
read a Letter from Sir Gepi^e Sayilc, in which 
that excellent man declared an intention, as, an 
individual Conft,itJi«^t» fnpi®'^*» 
tion, ^ P'** 


don.at t^S’JMifeung* ^ ^y. ■; -ti* 

«on|)dcrin&, thc yaff 

and eiteldaicei rcpofcdan .Mpaabers . of Parha^ 

them, r 

attend'- ® the Inftr^r 




a^e^cd'.ijnt./Coo. 
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' thofe, that the 

Eeprefentation of th'e-Pdbple^ Parliao 
nient. ■ Hfc approved of Mr. 'Foljaimbe.5 
i • Colonel Thornton could not patiently hear 
tile AlTociation, of which he was a’$£ilntber, ac- 


without proof ; he declared that he had 
never heard any thing drop froni the Gentle- 
men of that Body which was not pcrfeftly Con- 
^itufional, and defied any man, who aflcrtcd 
the cdiitrary, to ptove his aflertion. If the 
Affociation Had been illegal or unconfiitutional, 
jjlVe have lately had a l^inillry that would have 
jflft no ftone unturned to catch at itV which was 
:j^odf fiifficicnt of its legality. 

, htr. Stanhope again rofe, and, in anfw'cr to 
vilfech dbjcftions as were made 3*^1011 the Aflb- 
'^i^tion, .declared, that they svere fo far from 
)^ng a Telf-created Body, that they were an ap- 
pointed Body, and ^sipuinted too by the moft 
liei^^ble Meeting of this County, that, per- 
^psj'was ever convened ; a Mating to which 
^Imfe Gentlemen, who now obje^fed, th^ gave 
l^e l^Aion of their own attendstat* ; / that they 
had idrcady t^ne fonic, and, he; they 

would ptSrfevefe till they flbbdltil^phfWlwgood. 
^e hijghly i^lauded bptlr.l^, pM)^i^!S4®P^ 
vknd weU-knd'tra private 


[r. f p^amte, and then;prc|«Mtd 
fFaucoa^g to proVs tM tMflPls’ 
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had ai»a®KF«A Committee of A^ciati^ 

them, ** T^at Deco^p»»,and diaateo 

to the Cewty,*’— OR which ,, ,^-. 

Earl f came fotwwd, and, 

he admitted his prcferice, as a Peer and L^d 
Lieutenant, would have been improper oi^^^f. 
day of eleAion, contended for his righ^ #.,| 
Freeholder, to appear and be heard on 
of only putting a Candidate la nominatldO**^. 
He then avcried that he fpofce as a Freehold^ , 

and that boyfver Gentlemen might thiujs ; 
Society, jpattjfd^2iO Affociation of the Courtly 
York, leiral, he would venture to fay it was nc^ 
legal, nS being fo but whafthe laws pCthe 
land authorize i and the laws fay, that wher^a 
grievance is, the Counties can apply to :tl« 
Sheriflfc to call a Meeting, but the Shenfls may 
judge of the propriety and ,.l 'W 

right of Petitioning however he did Rot thfpd*f 
With refpoa to he allowed th^ 

pofliWfe legaUiy, 'and cxempUHed it by 

Uie Lorda Aod Cp^roohs ^ 

volutisn,;.wh^ ^h® 

but fi^ J^^e nccaffity he now^^* 
^ dtat of prefent 
- tteaa««aa:ii^thetmpeTialCt^^^ 

who, jtte Awi^arionjif PwhamcBti 

faid, « Let the Rsc?#i 


•T4 
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•encds be lopped off,” and alt^nK'm^^ave 
tt&nt iMt they ihouM be foP -He^confidered the 
Meedng of the Committee oh the preeeding day 
as a controul on the prefent Proceedii^, which 
ike deemed illegal. — He fpoke of Sk‘ ©eo. Savtte 
with great refpefi, the lofs of whofc Ihrvices he 
deeply regretted. 

. Mr. WvvkLL declared that his Lordfliip's re- 
ply did not come up to his quellion ; he had 
a&ed where were the Deceptions charged againll 
the Ailbciation, but not being aniwered, he had 
mow a right to prefume he cannot be anfwered. 
^ith rofpefl to the legality which had been inj» 
Ipcmched,^ he begged leave to fliew that the word 
juKoal was not confined only to thiilgs required 
or ordered by Law, for that it equally and more 
ordinarily fignified things permitted by Law ; 
that in a free Meeting this is its neceffary mean- 
•ing, and confequently that a Meeting formed 
for the purpofes of inftru£Ung their R.eprcfeii* 
ti^tives, or of agreeing in a Refahition not to 
Support thofe who will not fuf^rt the Confti- 
;tution, is porfeddy and firiifUjrl^], btherwife 
^^is is not a free Country. UeTd^owed that 
though an Affociation not iKrnbfi? indi%ien£i* 
.tdy neceffary as at the*ttme of thio-Jleyk^lithm* 
^^necefilty howeyev fubfiibd Md\W!| 8 ;a|^»()pd^» 
ufe was obvious from duitt'very.' vou; |^^e < 
jSOufc of Comepons wluch,^iiad,b0en4^i(ited, 
,% it was obtained frrom Hbofe b^rihe 
Al^^ipn. The l^ality |if th»t 

find. 
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faid from’anotlwr 

themed 

of fapptf*ffi»S *ti coniultatio^,^.4iA«ot 

find WUh,#egard 

to-thc toth«ir charge, he de^^ 

they h ^ the> day before as iifiiah t^'iail 
formerreafes > they had met the daylheft^he 
Meeting on the laft cleftion ; that ilandiB|^ as 
he and the Committee didj refpcmfibte» t® r,tlie 
County, controul would ill become thdm i' th^ 
the nominatiOB-of a Candidate was iy>t io itmcn 
as thought •irf'.by the Committee, and therefore 
that to al^&they had met to corttroul tli» 
Meeting is flfot founded. Mr. Wy vUl then pl^ 
pofed a renewal of the County’s PetitionJor.i 
more equal Reprclcntation in Parliament. 

Lord Faoconb e rc. laid he had feen Petitions 
with many names, but few that he knew to fate 
Freeholders or Men of weight ; Petitions thf£t 
Rated eidls which did not exift ; andthefe he 
confidered'aftitetseptiqns. He wiflted'Mr.'Dtt^ 
combe had notibren chofen by the means of 
Afiod^km, ■SWjbfe was a man fo prarfeAly agft^i 
able to^bry dfefcitption of p^ that Im wto 
certaa^:hew(#dd[met ha»e hada diffentiflg Voide 
in ) ;^IjaTi«re waSj however-, hl#Lo#|U 

(^e atofe 'n^hich he could as 
WSfiSifi Aflbdiatiotf'itl^, 

aiirf'iii^ ^^bfetoe dfMfofcif ■ rteady to cbo^f te 
Iiwafilbs.^i;»;itcf0^ Thi? 

requires the affiihmc^ •6f 
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tSc diaraijtefs to the if fbe 

ever coitoe to the H 0 nfe, where Jje 
ve an a/Hirance that he w^ fjliegedo 
■ |i^ to the Public, for furely it^J^i^k are 
reprefentcd when Memhers Q0,-Psiddmmeat 
hre made in private families. The owWer hitnfelf 
either 'fits for a Borough that is his property, or 
, iXMTUptly lefis his feat to fome perfon who buys 
it of filsa 5 and venal Boroughs, his Lordfliip 
c^fertre% fliould be made to fink into the Coun. 
■I&es, dnd t^e Counties ihould not be reprefentcd 
only two, their commerce and other bufinefs 
#iquii^fbur or fix Members to traniad it in 
ftorifiaiment. Inftead of maintaining adifference 
^anth them, he would give the Alfociation his 
^anks, if they would bring about a Parliament- 
aty Reform. 

' Mr. Tooker was greatly pleafed to find that 
the noble Lord had given his approbation to 
*^8 prindples of the Afibciation, which was 
to produce the very points he wiflied 
Tee efiSsftedi The influcmoe; of the Crown 
^totd been fupported in the Houfevof Cdotmona; 
lit was cmfifejSbd in that Houfe^.ntui thai^ Re^- 
tion hf o^hich it was firft 
'Ita^‘to«n carrfed but for, our; 

to is due to ow Afi'odatiito idut w« 

^iyeat charifiers committed wpna. 

iM^.ltoclared the Honfe :«l €k>ito><>^°^ ^ 

,!ltoc Reprcfentatives of thc,,®«3|^to^i(hey- 
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qeat in was an of comtner<m 

and now wba* 3 M^ Aff®cUuqn done. thes^ H’fl 

Zvcr mMght i^ tWs great g«f 

«nt eJCD^ tli^ear o£ A feli-created Cpi^^ttee, 

”nr o?^i&«ality ; wilhed, howfEv^er^ 

I'.'^hfiSarkU U.« .ha ‘fk”' 

h^ opponanK bjd no. bean able .o.oyafk..» 
f,n-lc agjunft that Contmittee, in 
of their tranfaftions, as a jnft ground 
faftion ; a ctrcumftance aipounting to the .«3^ 
honourable acquittal. He declared that on thf 
day beforff oo -mention was m^p in the vpj^, 
niittec of a Candidate ; profefled his plcafore ^ 
finding Mr. Foljambe, now propofed, as high^ 
quaUfied to difchargc the trull they were abp^ 
to rcpofe in him. 

Sir W. MtLNKR highly approved of the Gen- 
tleman nominated ; he anfwered Lord 
berg's charge, that the Petitions of the Coup^ 
were not figned by many, names of 
faying that it was a Petition framed m a_M«^ 
ing in which the greateft number of perfons.^ 
weight had appeared, that had wer been 
to attend at any County Meeting, and 
had bem hy very Jar the roajtH^y ^ 

tbemr ho that ^e were pi^ent^ 

wg»y petfbos who had heretofore 
that aft every* 

thaCeitnty was open to them, their not apwaiv 
tOyoi^ might' juftly be confidered aa. a 
ap^obation* 
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.Withers juAiSed the cfmdtaiiof thtde 
who hgned the. R^qiMtion for call, 
ing t^ 'previous Meeting of tlie Compiittee of 
4t0bc^on. He declared they had not ^tceed- 
«d. their authority, or done any .ad„|^tdiog to 
controul. the voice of the Freeholder at the en- 
foing eie<^ion. He ftated, their reafons for call- 
ing iuch previous Meeting, the principal of which 
Was, that the, Committee might take into their 
Confi(fo|ation the propriety of prop’ofing to the 
County a renewal of their Petition to Parliament 
tit; the.Ceneral Meeting held for the ^le^lion, in- 
' ^^4 deferring tliat buhnefs to the 8th of Ja. 
/.i^ary. 

‘1 Mk.>Prummond exculed his abicnce, as the 
BS^ttings had not the fanftion of a call from the 
]ffi^-Sheriff. 

, .-Mr. Hu.l did not conlider the prcfence of the 
ISiheriu as necelhiry to legalize a Meeting j he 
^pnrted this opinion by a cafe in' point and 
^^gment upon it. He was happy to hear Lord 
pPldeonVerg pledge himfelf as d friend to the 
of A^ociation, there now fubfifted n.O 
jp^Kf^ difierence .than^a name, betweejn them,. 
^ h^ .would ydl^g^.meetthe’inoble Lo^ if 
in^thc hfogu^ of the Po^ 


Ritmeo^iiihynmiie, 

4nd in excl^t^$ PH give tbee. ail myfeyt^ 

;Hk.09^Vf**stQ^D thought a 

'■'a 
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ing of the JVe^6iaers, ^hb; howcHrcr, he owned* 
"''^ti'STAJiHOpe thought the abfence of a 

could hafiSy^he a Meeting of all the Fi^- 
holdera <rf a" County not a-County Meeting. , 

Lord Surrey defired that if any Gentlem^ 
had a name to propofc, he would do, it how, 
before the queftion was put on Mr. Foljimb^' ' 
Mr. Drummond had no'perfori to prbpofey'. 
he defired, ho^trcver, not to be confidered as 
acquicfcing in Mr. Foljambe’s nomination— 4»e 
would give ‘feft negative to prevent the concur^ 
rence of the Pi*eeting being unanimous. 

Mr. Choi.mlky agreed with Mr. Drummond. 
The queftion was now put on Mr. Foljambe, 
and it was refolved, lhat Francis Ferrand l)bl» 
jambe, of Aldwarke, in this County, Elq; be pqt 
in nomination as a proper perfon to reprei^t 
this County in Parliament, in the place 

George Savile* Bart,— On which , , « 

Mr. -FoLj AMBE expreffed hiS wa'rmeft 
tttde? an<rdcclkriBd that, if elefted, it fliould^ 
the ftudy of Ms life to difehatge his duty to KNr 
Contenr^”«iMly. an^-^cftly;, 
clt«ibdH«ltb liikurnlhg Hia thanks to LoroW**^ 
who Ifsid- propOfed, and the reft of the Meeting 
* udib ftipported Mm. w 

' Mr .WvYJbt.'’ h'®w rofe- ag^in, to moVe-tne 
qucMoii^of yi^iich he had previoufly given no- 
tio^^’ refuiriing the fubjcA of Affo- 

elation^ 
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mttch liad be^ upon 

he thoujgtrt, hoW€%feri' Ihli 
had lo propofe, were sl$ neceflafy d^jr 

4ii ever they had been ; and, if called ftjpdh, was 
#i?ady to enter into the proofs.---^i^tie owned, 
however, that he fclf himfelf in a difitgTccable 
Ikuation as a profeflional man, and Wiihed to 
be indulged in faying a few words on that fub- 
jeft, as he very well knew that many perfons 
ehtez^lned prejudife againft Clergymen who 
took a part in Public Bufinefs. At tlie beginning 
^^ tkdTe Meetings he was aware of this, but he 
i^t fo much afraui of their cenfure, as he 
4vas defirous of difeharging his own duty to the 
Public ; nor could he fee that Clergymen who 
were dually concerned, and had an equal Right 
writh otltcr Freeholders, wxre liable to blame for 
landing forward with other Gentlemen in fop* 
port of what they took to be the intereft of their 
po^^try, provided they were always attentive to 
of their principle, the decency of 
USot conauA, and the /^a//Vy of the meaftires in 
That, confcibus of Idl own 
he had ;liojdh£culty to ’feqad i|^ ^d 
% 0 (iild^^t!ft:his del^oe igaihft # 

Witd In' this whole , 

^ddifimer^ej mqni 
:^jHhall ever fee the jgifoun^ 

|l^ed, and meafures taken, 

muft produce violence and coinxnofion ; 

or 
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if I <vcrbe caasi ' 

vinced from tW^Wal di%oft4on of thftCouiw 
tty,aJid«li»t this County in partic^, tli^^ 
no Rood ^ fexpcfted from pcrfeyit^^e. .1 
pledze m^dtf to this Meeting that I ; 

He however prOfefled an equally ,deterniinw«t^ 
folution,to continue his fervic^, and tOnCO«^^st 
rate with County, fo long as tlrey cqat^a^ 
to hiin'the appointment the> had a)^ead^a^^gdj^ 
and afted in tlije'fame mannear in wiiich they ha^ 
heretofore done. 

Mr. Wyviti- now read his two I'ropontioasf 
and the firft, ** For renewing the application m 
this Coduty to Parliament tor a more fair ^4 
equal Reprefen tation of the People,” paffedwith* 
out alteration j—to the fecond, which moved 
Xo inliruct the Conintittce of Afldciatipp te 
prepare a Petition accordingly, to be laid hefott 
the next Meeting of the County,” and 
was fcconded by Mr Athorpe, _ . ^ 

LordFXdcot a?, ao objeacd — ^he grmtly tvttOM 
for unanimity JO thepurfuit of fodefiriwo^o]^^^ 
as a Rtdwmation of Parliament, but 
yet adomwiedge the Affoci^ipn. He ex|M3?®^ 
his gyeat fetisi^fUon that bis^Mnay^^.^l^i^ 
ttonoBrs . 'fr pm 

Stey<dut4po».A*wi» ajcooiaig 

• otW appbmfe, cptnplimentcd|Iii^ 

Suwwfiin. having this dbiy, Hke an hpn^ *aa% 

prp|K»^ mah C®^* Foijag^.g^fo^ ^|^ 
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of this AfffeniblljriK . for 
''foine-ttl^thod in vlrhf^^'al}?t1a^|^li:^^i^^#^'- 
-'^%3B^*i-'^^vvILL,' thcreforei'-?iA&jad‘, /w^ing 

the-Petition/jY^^^ been 

defired that any' feven OrnttSeifien then 
'^c^Mit might be appointed to' prepareland re- 
port'it to the: next Meeting 5 .on wWch Lord 
Soiteyj liOfBd pauconberg, Strickland, Mr. 
Diistfod,'; Mr- isTyv]^, Mr. Tobker, • and Mr. 
fif^ho^i were n^Sfced a Coroitaittee for that 

SuRRBY moved now thaf thtr latdl pofli- 
might be appointed far the Seiffion, as 
i-fhat, day would come neareft to the 8th of Ja- 
V^uary, on which the Body of the County had 
-^fbre intended to have met, and confequently 
-idle day of cleftion would prove the moft con- 
yi^ent fubftitute for the other, which would 
t^tis hecome unnccefTary, as the bufinefs deftgn- 
eiil'fo be t^nla^ed on the 8th,<«might as well be 
thdii^ and time would be thus aOowed for 
notice. Lord Surrey and 
yhi»ft!#sd;.^cnxpd!t>j|iS h^ heenl^d 

.withs^hh^.i>e 
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the contrary, to any motion for its continuance 
he would give his firm fupport. 

'I'hc Sheriff then propofed the ift day^ of Ja* 
nuary, both for the eledion, and receiving the 
renewed Petition of the County from the Com* 
inittcc appointed to prepare it, which was agreed 

to. After which Lord Fauconberg moved fot 

the thanks of the County to the High Sheriff, 
which paffed unanimoufly. And thus, in con* 
fequcncc of an opportunity to explain on the one 
fide, and candour fullicicnt to hear and be con- 
vinced on the other, the bulinefs of the day, 
which had at firft occafioned a debate of fomc 
warmth, was happily concluded in perfeft har*. 
niony, and with the general fatisfaclion. 
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Paper VIL 

Rcfolutions at a Meeting of the Committee of 
AlVociution of the County ^York, on the iZtk 
day of December^ 1783. 


P R ES ENT, 

Rev. C. WYVILI., Chairman. 


The Rarl of Sinrcy 
Mr, Dring 
Mr, Yorkc 

Rev, William Comber 
Mr. n. Duncombe 
Mr. Moiiitt 
Mr, Pri.fc 
Rev. John n. blnfon 
Sir TluirnaH C»alt,v>'gnc 
Mr. IJoyd 

Rev, William Dealtry 
Mr. Tooker 
Ml, Cuintiiey 


Sir James NorclifTc 
F^cv. Willi.im Mafon 
Rev. James Wilkmfon 
Mr. rolj.imbe 
Mr. St. A. Ward 
Rev. John Bourne 
Rev. Thomas place 
Mr. Croft 
Mr. Strickland 
Dr. Swauiftoii 
Mr. F.arfidc 
Mr. Withers 


Rcfolvcd, Th:it an advcrlifemcnt be inferted 
in the papers, ligned by Mr. Gray, giving notice 
to the Freeholders of the County of York, that 
the intended call of the Freeholders of York- 
fliire, on the 8 th day of January next, to meet 
and deliberate on the propriety of renewing^ 
their application to Parliament for a more fair 
and ccjuitable Reprefentation of the People, 
not take place, the Meeting of the County of 

York, 



L 305 J 

York, held on the 17th inftant, having rendered 
it unncceffary, by requefting the Shcrifl" to call 
a Mooting on the ill of January, 1784, for that 
puvpoic. 

Rclblved, That this Committee be adjourned 
to the 31ft day of December inlbint. 

C. WYVILL, Chairman. 


Paper VIII. * 

Refolutions at a Meeting of the Committee of 
Aflociation of the County of \ ork, on the 
of December y 17 ^ 3 * 


PR ES F, 
Ucv.C. WYVILL 
S r Thomas Gafeoigne 
Mi. iDil 
Mr. Micklcthwaitc 
K<v. Luke Yarker 
Mr. Croft, jun. 

Kcv. William Mafon 
Mr, Lloytl 
Mr. P. Millies 
Mr. James Milnes 
Mr. Courtney 
Mr. Dring 
^tcv. John Robinfon 
Mr. J. Milnes, jum 
Mr. R. s, Milnes 
^Ir. Withers 

Lieutenant Col. O’CarroU 
Mr. Shore 
Alhorpe 

U a 


Nr, 

,, Chanman. 

Mr. Farfide 

Dr. Spencer 

Mr. Andcifort 

Dr. .Swain ft on 

The Karl of Surrey 

TIic Karl of Eftingham 

Sir William Milner 

The Dtan of York 

Mr. Chaloner 

Mr. Danby 

Mr. Childers 

Mr. Koljatnbc 

Rev. jamc^ Wilkinfort 

Sir James Norcliffe 

Mr. Tookcr 

Kcv. Robert Croft 

Mr. Hawfon 


Read 
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Read the following Draught of a fecond Re. 
port to tlic County of York of the Proccedingi 
of this Coniinittec. * 

Rcfolvecl uuanimoufly. That the Draught now 
iread be adopted as the Report of this Committee ; 
and that fucli Report be prefented by their ("hair- 
tnan at the Meeting of this County, appointed 
by the Sheriff to be held to-morrow. 

Rcfolvcd unanimoufly. That the Chairmin 
be requefted to move at the County Meeting ot 
to-morrow, the* continuance of this Committee 
with its former powers. 

Rcfolvcd, That this Committee be adjourned 
till Friday the 2d day of January next, at ten 
o’clock. 

C. WYVILL. 


For this Report, Itc pnge 311. 


Pajicr IX, 
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Paper IX. 

ProccccUngs at the Meeting which defied F. F. 
Fuijambk, Efq; to reprejent the County of 
Y ork in Parliament. 


A r a General Meeting of the Frccliokicr:; of th« 
County of York, held at the t'aftlc of York, 
on Tliurfday the ill day of January, 1784, 
in purfiiancc of notice given by the Shcrifl*, 
agreeable to the Requifition of tlic Freehold- 
er^ of the laid County ;\l a Public Meeting 
he] I at d»c raine place the j71]j day of De- 
cember iah. 


rivlr. Foljambc having l^ecn firft unanimoufly 
cnee ted) 

T he F.arl of SiTRRFY prcfcntctl the following 
Petition, prepared iiy the Co:.* fih v of 
feven Gentlemen appointed ior that puipoie at 
* the lift County Meeting. 


U3 To 
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To the Honourable Commons ^Great-Britain 

in Parliament ojjhnbled. 

The Humble Petition of the F rccholders of the 
County of Y ork. 

Sheweth, 

THAT your Petitioners, fcnfible of the 
nal excellence of the Conftitution of this Coun- 
try, moft ardently wiffi to have it maintained 
upon the genuine principles on which it was 
foundctl. , 

Your Petitioners further flicw, That it is ne- 
ceflhry to the welfare of the People that the 
Commons* Uoufe of Parliament Ihould have a 
comniof) ini orcll with the nation ; and that, in 
the preient Hate of the Rcprclentation of the 
People in Parliament, the Commons of thl> 
Realm arc partially and inadequately reprefent- 
cd, and coriictiucnlly cannot Iiava* tliat fccurity 
for their liberties which it is the aim of the 
Conllituiion to give them. 

Your Petitioners therefore again renew their 
carncll llipphcations^o this Honourable Iloufe, 
to take into their moft ferious confideration the 
prefent inadequate ftate of the Reprefen tat ion 
of the People in Parliament, and to apply lucli 
remedy to this great conftitutional Evil, as to 
this Honourable lloufc may feem meet. 

And your Petitioners fliall ever prav, &c. 

qhc 
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rhc foregoing Petition being read, it was 

Rcfolvcd, (with only four dilibnts) That the 
Petition, now read, be figned by the Sheriff, 
and any of the Freeholders prefent who approve 
thereof, on behalf of thcmiclvcs and the other 
I’reeholdcrs of this County. 

I he fccond Report of the C!oinmittce of Aflb- 
( i irion for this County being prefented byTheir 
Chairman, the Rev. ChrUlophcr Wyvill. 

Refolvcd, That the fame be now read, and 
rlic lime being read accordingly, 

Refolvcd, (with only four diilenls) That it is 
the opinion of this Meeting, that the Committee 
of Ailbciation be continued for the purpofes of 
promoting fuch legal mcaiures as may tend to, 
o!;taiu a more adequate ReprefentaLion of the 
People, and a (hortcr duration of Parliament j 
reduce the influence of the C rown within proper 
bounds; and reftrain the too lavilh expenditure 
of Puidic mop.cy. 

Refolvcd, (with only four diffents) That the 
Committee of Affociation be required to requeft 
the Sheriff, for the time being, to call a General 
.Meeting of this County when it fliall feem expe- 
dient ; and when the Sheriff fliall not comply 
with fuch requeft, that the Chairman of the 
Committee do call fuch Meeting iii purfuaiicc 
of the powers heretofore delegated to them. 

Rcfolved, That the Reprefentaiivcs for tliis 
County be requefted to prefent to Parliament 
Petition agreed to and figned this day. 

U 4 Refbived, 
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Refolvcd unanimoufly. That it Is the opinion 
of this Meeting, tliat fome public teftimony 
fliould be given of the high approbation in 
>vhich this County holds the eminently-ablc 
and difintcrcilcd fcrvices of Sir George Savile, 
Bart, during a laborious attendance of twenty, 
five fucccffivc years in Parliament, as a Repre- 
fentativc for this C'ounty. 

Refolvcd, That a Committee be appointed to 
determine upon a proper Plan for circling t!ic 
purpofe of the laft Refolution, and that they be 
dcfircd to be prepared with a defign accordingly, 
to prefent to the Gentlemen of this County at 
the criluing iVllizcs. 

Refolvcd, That the following gentlemen fhall 
compofe the Committee, viz. Sir W. Milner, S. 
.Croft, Kfq; W. Danby, I'.ftp Lieut. Col. Thorn- 
t6n, l^icut. Col. O'Carroll, S. F. Barlow, Elq; 
R, Sinclair, tfqj J. Parker, Llq; and the Rev. 
T. Hace. 

• R. D. HILDYARD, Sheriff. 


Paper X. 
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Paper X. 

Tiw Second Report cf the Proceedings cf the 
Committee of Aflbeiation cf the County of 
York, prefented to the General Meeting of 
ihc County of York, held on the \Jl day of 
f ami ary ^ 1784* 


I ME Committee of Aflbciatii>n feel it to be 
tlicir duty on the profen t occafum, few as 
their tranfaclions Irave bee!\ lince their re- 
aj)pthn(uicnt by this C.ounty on the 19th 
tlay of December^ 1782, to ilatc to their 
Conhiluciits wluu tbole ifanjactions have 
been, 

O N the 2cth of December, 1782, the Com- 
mittee, having given orders for cireulat- 
Uig the Petition for a more equal Reprefenta- 
ti<m, wlucJi had been adopted by the General 
Alc'. ting of the County of Void, cm the preced- 
ing diy, in order to lake the ienfe of the Free- 
holders of cxtcnfiyc (dyunty upon the fiib- 
as compleUrly as poillblc, declared unani- 
nioufly their rcl«)iution to execute the truHs rc- 
folcd in them by the County wiUi unremiticd 

attention 
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attention and zeal ; and on the 21 ft of the fame 
moriih adjoui nod, fubjcA to a call h)' ihc bub- 
Committee, or the v^Jiairman, at liio requihtion 
of dive Members oi the Committee 

On the ill: of October, '783, the Commince 
havinj^ been called toi^ether by the Chairnran at 
the requifuion of live Members ; relblvcd, .ic* 
cordin^^ to the ufual practice, to thank the RI Jit 
Hon. William Pitt for his excellent Proporitien:> 
fuhmiued to Parliament on the 7tb of hiay, 
towards acconipliftiing a fubllantial RcJrefs of 
Parliamentary alnifcs ; to thank the two wor- 
thy Members ol this County, and the otlicr 
Plon. Members of the lloufc Commons, by 
•whom Mr. Pitt’s Propofnions on tlic 7tli of May 
had been fupponed ^ and aUb proceeded to de- 
clare tlicir opinion, that tJie rejection of thole 
Proportions on liu; yili of May may chiefly be 
imputctl to the operation of that ruinous poViii- 
cal lyllcm, by which tlic CJvil War v. ith Ame- 
rica had been li^]ncd up j the Britilh i 'nr ire 
difmembered ; and the Plan of Parlian er.t ary 
fcdtiction cu neJ 10 it^ l.ii't fatal c\frcmc: And 
it was abb conlulercd by the Commiucc, tiiat 
the rc*admilih>n of the abettors oi lueh a fyJitra 
into power, wa> a moll formidable obilaclc to 
the ncce/lary renovation of the Conflitulion. 
But exhoning the iVoplc^ of ' Britain not to de- 
fpair of the PuViic wial, nor Irom an indiferi- 
niinate tlihrun. of Public Men to link into abjeft 
fupinenefs, aad a neglcfi of thofe legal means oi 

defence 
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ilcfcncc by which the Conftitution may yet be 
preferved, they called on every friend to the 
peace and freedom of the nation, by vigorous 
and lawful efforts, to fupport the Reformation 
ot Parliament, and, coniiding in tlie Public 
Oirit and unabated zeal of the I'Vceholdcrs of 
6 \c County of York, propofed a Meeting of the 
County on the 8th of January, 1784, in order 
to reprefent to Parliaincnt, if that (Iiould be 
thought expedient, in decent, but linn and 
manly terms of expoituht ion, tire nencoity for 
an cU'cctual Reftoration of the Cionltiluliom 

I'hc Committee, having been adjourned on 
tj\c 2d of Oefoher, 1783, met by a cail of the 
Chalnnan on the lolh ol Dccejn))er, 17 ^C 3 > 
dircfied him to fubmit to tlie Freeholders at 
the County Meeting on tlic 17th of December, 
the propriety of renewing their apjdieation to 
Parliament for a nuu'c ctjuitalde ]\e{)rc»cntaliou 
ea the People at this County Meeting, inilead 
()t that jn’opoicd to be holdcn on llte iuh ol Ja- 
nuary, 1784. Which Propolltion Iraving been 
agreed to by the County on tlie lytli of De- 
ccmbcT, it was refolvcd at the adjourned Meet- 
ing of the Committee, on the iv’.th of Decern- 
her, to countermand the intended.! call ot the 
County on the 8th of January next. 

To this circumilantial narrative of tie: Pro- 
ceedings of the Conimiilec of An )ciition, lificc 
their rc-appolntmcnt on Uie 19th of Dccom! er, 
1782, thev wifli to fubjoin a few Piort remarks, 

vlilch 
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which they fubinit with the utmoft deference 
to the judgment of their Conllituents : And 
firfc they beg leave to obferve, TJiat althougii 
Mr. Pitt^s Propofitions on the 7th of May were 
negatived by a large majority in a full floufe of 
Commons, yet this circumilance ought not to 
difeourage the County of York, becaufe few, if 
any, of that majority denied the inequality of 
that Reprefentation complained of in your 
tition; therefore, from the Jufticc of Parliament, 
notwiihllanding the oppofuion of corrupt, iiu 
terefted, or too fufpiciou> Men, Redrefs may h: 
expeefed on .1 future application: that the manly 
perlcvcring Ipirit of tlie IVople' may awe the 
corrupt and iulerelted *, ai\d their Ready con- 
ilancy and prudence convince the honed, hut 
too hifpccfful part of their opponents, that their 
appreheniions of new and extravagant demaiuh’, 
to be grounded on t!ic juli: and realbnable coii- 
ccllions of Parhament, are unfupported by any 
probable prefumption driwn from the general 
temper of the County of York, or the Friends 
of Reformation in other parts of the kingdom. 

But the Committee own and lament that the 
rcfpcClablc Senators who fupported your ejue- 
fliou on tlic 7ih of May, are net connected by 
any bond of political union, and that for near 
,two years there has been a Huduation of Power, 
a dilh'adcd Rate of our National Counfds, 
pcculurly unfortunate to the Kmpire in its pre- 
fent weak and cxhaullcd condition ; but, mif* 

chievous 



C 3*5 1 

cUicvous as thcfe diffcntions may be in many 
regards, they may produce beneficial cficcls re- 
fpeding the great bufinefis of Parliamentary 
Reform, which may more than counterbalance 
thofe evil confequcnces : for a little confidera- 
lion may ferve to evince to unprejudiced men, 
tluit where fuch diftr^fclion of counfels fubfifts 
llicre nmd be fomething difordcred, fonicthing 
rfiontially wrong in the prefent Rate of the Con- 
itiuition. Under a preceding Adminiilration 
ftability had indeed been obtained for many 
\L.irs; but it was obtained by odious and dc- 
feilible means, and prolonged to tlie dii'gracc 
and ruin of the Kinpire. Since that period 
1 lu re may have been wildom, there may have 
boon integrit) , but there has been no peniva- 
nenoc in the Cabinet. 'I'o give lialn'lity to Go- 
vcniincnt on princij)Ies worthy of honefi Mon, 
ciilier to govern or to be governed by, the 
hnind pvirt of our Reprei'entation mull: be rein- 
forced •, if not, there is l)Ut loo much rc.ifon to 
appreiiend that Revolution may fuccecd Revo- 
lution, till the nation, tired of perpetual aniino- 
litlcs and the conllicf for Power, may irrevoca- 
bly plunge into the vortex of (iorruption, or, 
more wretched ftill, (lielter itfeit under the 
ftern protecl:ion of Dcfpotifin : Allowing, there- 
fore, to the moR cautious man, that there h 
iUvays feme danger to be diaMdcd from in- 
novation. He niuft now admit, in his turn, 

that 
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that greater, inGnitely greater mifchiefs may 
refult from the acquicfcence of the nation under 
the multiplied abufes of its prefent defeftivc 
Reprefentation. That the late viciflitudes of 
Power may have made impreflions like thefe 
on many minds in dilTcrcnt parts of this king- 
dom, you have feme reafon-to conclude^ from 
your own recent experience in this County ; 
as many peribns, formerly averfe to your niea- 
furcs, have now, from a conviftion of then- 
propriety, acceded to them. If a limilar con* 
viclioii has taken place in other Counties in 
any great degree, your application to Parlia- 
ment will be renewed with additional weight, 
‘and a fairer profpc<^ of fuccefs. 

But if tlicfo encouraging appearances IhouKl 
prove fallacious ; it from indolence, groundlcis 
jealoufy, or as groundicfs defpair, you IJiouIJ 
lx: ill-fiipportcd by the People at large; if your 
Petition Ihould be rejected by Parliament, and * 
Corruption fhould ftill prevail againft the into- 
refts of the Country and the ITicnds of the 
Conuitution, yet, even then think not the caufe 
of your country will be irrecoverably loft : For 
the generoUvS fpirit of our nation remains un* 
iinpaircil ; it lllll holds in abhorrence whatever 
is bafe and dithonourablc. Corruption, in 
public as in private chara^ers, muft ever be the 
icorn and deteftation of the virtuous ; they 
muft, tlicrcforc, approve the object of thefe 

Meetings 



MeetInffS. and the neceflity of popular interfc* 
rMicc inuft to them become more and more 
rent : But what the wife and virtuous 
with a ceneral concurrence approve and re- 
quire, cannot long be with-hcld by an intcrcftcd 

Bu”^^ the wora ftiould hapj^n, and the mafs 
of the nation fhould become fo corrupted that 
Reformation llrould be alike incon.patiblc with 
the vices of thofe who govern, and of thole 
who arc governed, YOU will have one conlola- 
tion kit’; the beft, if not the only comtort 
which the mifcrablc ftatc of your Country 
would then admit ; you wall have acfecl with 
a noble confiftcncy of condua j you wall have 
done your duty to the Public. 


Paper XL 
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Paper Xl* . 

Ilefolution at a Mcetmg the Committee cf 
Aflbciation of the County of York, t^n the zd 
of "January^ ^784; with a Kc(o\\x\Aon annexed 
at a Meeting of the Sub-Committee of AH'o- 
ciation of the County of York, on the i 6 th of 
January ^ 1784. 


PRESENT, 


Rev. C. WYVIX.L, Chairman. 


Mr. Chaloncr 
Mr. Shore 

Mr. James Milncs, jun. 

Mr. Dalton 

Sir James Norcliffc 

Mr. R, S. Milnes 

Lieutcnaiu-Calonel Thornton 

Mr. Dixon 

Mr. Withers 

Kcv. James Wilkinfon 


Mr. Tooker 

Lord Eflingham 

Rev. John Robinfon 

Mr. Dnng 

ReV. William Mafon 

I.icutcnant-Colonel O^Carrol 

Mr, Far fide 

Mr. Cl oft, jiin. 

Mr. Wilfon 


Rcfolvccl, That this Committee be adjourned 
fubjeft to a call by the Chairman^ on the requi • 
filion of any five Members. 


C. WYYILU 


York 
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^nMSJSNT, 

Chairman. 

Rcr.KobiwtOteft: ^ ; I,icutcnant Col. <y Carroll. 

Refolved, Ttijit copies of the Second Report 
of the Proceediftgs of the Committee of Aflbcia*. 
tion^ be tran&^itted by Mr. Gray, as under-, 
mentioned, viz*— ’ 

One copy to each Member of the Corporation 
of theCity of London, tobc tranfmitted toMr* Rix:* 
One Copy to the Chief Magiftrate of each Cor- 
poration in the County of Y ork. 

Five copies to the Lord Provoft qf Edinburgh# 
Five copies to the Lord Provoft of Glaigow* 
Ten copies to Dr. jebb, Wi ftminftcr. 

Ten copies to T. Brand HoUis, Eft}* 

Ten copies to Mr. John Churchill, — and 
Five copies to Dr. Rotherham, Newcaftle# 

W* MASON, Chairman. 


VOL. a. 
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Paper XII/ 

" Lift of the Members (f the Committee Affocia* 
tion, who^ fince the Meeting on the 2d day of 
"January^ 1784, have ordered their to b* 
•withdrawn from that Lift by the Clerk. 


IStamtt, 

llobert l<umb« lil'q; 

,'l*homA% Iiumb, Ef<jj 
Jamc<i b'Hfrer, Efq; 

8 . F. Barlow, 

Willi.»m fiayne-Js Efq; 

Stf'phen Croit, Itfq; 

S^rpheft Oofi^ }uu. lifq; 

Tohii Carr, Efq; 

Kev. Mr Ccokfon 
Jcroin Dring, Efq; 

F, F. FoljamlKr, Efq; 

Benjamin Terrand, Hfq; 

Aev Dr. Fountaync, Dean York 
Willtam Gaiforih, Efq; 

Sir Tlu». Gafci)i;;nc, Bart. 

ThnniA)* Hill, Efq; 

General Hale 

Sir William Milner, Bart. 

Pemberum Milnes, Efq; 

Sir John Ramfdcii, Bart. 

Iktv. Richard Sykes 
Xiieut. Col. Thornton 
Pertgrinc Wentworth, Efq; 

St. Andrew Ward, Efq; 

Rit:l).)rd Wilfon, Efq; 

Rev Henry Zouch 
Bev. John C-»rver 
IRev lVdH*rt Croft 
Wifliam BagHtaw, Efq; 

Rev, John Prefton 
X>r, Swftineuii 


m>tn and Low ordertd to te Jfrmi cJ- 
^ nth March 1784, by Letter. 

In Match X 784 , pcrfonaUy. 


30th March 1784, at Bluitt*?, hf 
dire<lfioa of James Fairer, idq; 
► (the Dean of York, SirTho.Gsl* 
coigne and Mr. Dring being all® 
prefent.) 


March 30, by Letter. . 

March 31, pcrfonally. 

April I, by Mr. Shore'4 
— — perfonally. 
it hy Letter. 

Then 2" 





April I a, by Letter. 
April a;. by Letter. 
May 6, by Letter. 


Tlioni3« Weddeil, Efq; , 

HeVi John IVtichcll 

WiHum Buck, Efq; ' 

Thomas Willis. Efq; C Auguft 2S, by Letter. 

Of hi. .g»* 

EfiB Hutton 

Rev. Thomas ^o«cH 


'fhomas Wolrich, Efq; 
iJavld Staiisfeld, Lfq, 


Ob.\dIah Dawfon, Efq; 


Hcorgc Woodhead, Efq; 




} May ao, *786, by tnemorandum 
from ^iilrowii. 


June a, 1 : ?86, by l.citer; 

Odtober 1786, in confequenceof bit 
declaring to Mr, Thorpe, <wb<a 
waited upon him for his fubl’crip** 
tion) that he had long ago dc- 
► dined. 

N, B. 1 have no minute or recol-. 
ledion of any fuch intention be- 
ing communicated to me. 

^ w. a. 

n January 17S7, (when called upon 
I for his fubfeription by H. Tern- 
{ pic. Clerk to Graves and Gray) 
f when he faid he never confiderca 
! . himfclf as a Member of the Cg/m^ 
J niittcc, but only as an AecnU • 


Xa 


Paper XIH.' . 
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Paper XIIl: 

An alphabetical Lift of the Members of the Com^ 
mittee of Affociation for the County of York, 
previous to the Seceffion of Members in the 
Tear 1784. 


A Rmytagc Sir Geo. Bart. KirhUe^ 
Anderfou Sir W. Bt. KiUhviJ 
Athorpe R. A. Efq*, iJtnninqfon 
Anderfon John F.fqj S^vainthwaUe 
Arthlngton Thomas fcfq; Atthir^tot. 


B 

Bell Ralph F.fq; rtirjb 
BC^iifne Rev. Mr. Charter Houfe^ Hull 
Barlow S. F. Efq; JMt<iMetborf>v 
Baynes John Efq; Emhfay Kirk 
Booth John Efq; Brujb Hcujlt 
Baynes WiUiam Efq; Emhfay Kirk 
Buck WiUiam Efq; Halifax 
Broadlcy Ifaar Efq; Braniingham 
Battle WiUiam Efq; fVelUtn 
Baglhaw WiUiam Efq; CoaUs Hall 


Chaloner William Efq; Qu'fhrwgh 
Croft Stephen Efq; Turk 
’Croft Stephen, ]u*i. Efq; StUUngton 
Cradock Sheldon Efq; Hartfortb 
Carver Rev, Mr. Winfonr 
Cayley Rev. Mr. Bartva Ague* 
Comber Rev. Mr. KirljmesrfJe 
' Carr John Efq; York 
Childers C. W. Efq; CaniUy Lo Igc 
Conrtney John Efq; Severity 
Croft Rev. Mr. Hay ten , 

Cofihtll Sir John B.irt. Cegkili Half 
day jfnfeph Efq; Bri^e Houfa 
iiSfiijiiatiWAev. Mr. MirfAd 

^rBomas Efq; Haigb Hall 


D 

Ouncombe C. S, Efq; Dunccmle Kd 
Dnneombe Henry Efq; Ccp^rt.,'e 
Dalton John Efq; Slenin^fid 
Dodfworlh Rev. Mr. IVatlaft 
Dring jerom Efq; York 
Dcaltry Rev. Mr, Skirpenhnk 
Dixon Rev. Mr. Wer(lrougk 
Dixon John Efq; Cledhexa 
Dade Rev. Mr. Barmjhn 
Dawfon Obadiah Efq; 

Dalton Rev. Mr. Haxvkefivell 
'Danby \ViUiam Efq; Sivintm 

E 

Elflcy Greg. Efq; Patrick Srmpu ; 
Edmunds Francis Efq; 

EUiiigham Earl of 

F 

Foljambc F. F. Efq; AUxi^rk 
Fcrrand Benjamin Efq; 6V. Hrt 
Farrcr James Efq; Sarmkio 
Founiaync Rev. Dr. Dean of Vor'f 
Foord Barnard Efq; H'ef Hfrru^' 
Foljambe John* Efq; Pcthethjffi 
Fenton W’^illiam jun. Efq; 

Ferrars Lord dc» Bjjhy X*ar* 
Fciivrick Thomas Efq; Sumrty 
Franklaad Thomas Efq; 


[Garforth William Efq; 
JOrimflon Thomas Efq; Kdnttf^k 
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{, iwlhorpc Rev, Mr. SeStrgA | P 

O^lway Ld. Vife. AiUrtoa J^«tUv<rer Pool Charles Efq; Hull 
GaiWigne Sir Tho, Bart. Parlin^tw Parker ^ohn Efq; JVooJtbotpe 

‘ Prefton Rev. Mr. Ajkam^Bryan 

H I Place TIionias Efq; Gn Alammerh^ 

IliU Thomas Efq; ^aJee^ Peirfc Henry Efq; Bedah 

General, 

Hivrton Sir Watts, Bart. Chadderlon '■ 

Hildy-^rd Sir R. D. Bart. Sedbury C^intin St. M. C. Efq; Tl%rk 

i{i,r»‘ilon Wililam tefq; Orgrave Quintin St, Sir Wm. Bart. Seam^tn 

H union R|[y. William, Orgrave 

H.»yc^ Thomas Etq; Atjluby R 

Rohinfon Rev. Mr. Turh 

J U.t\«(on ri«una!> Efq; IV^idefend 

T ui.fon Ralph ERj; K^t^&nhy RamfUen Sir John Bart, Jttyrom 

jA^klou William Ehj; U^atb 

L ' S 

I »r clU's L. S. Sptnitborne Strickland WilU.mi Efq; tV^elbuffi 

Ev^.ifd Sir John Bart. Gantcn Snmh J. S. K(q; Ntxvland 

l.i )) J (j.imalic! Efq; /.cci/# $inckl;u>d William Efq; Beverley 

E-'cl;:'; Edmund Efq; IVUtow Hull Smyth Franci'i Elq; A'Vw liuHdi»g 
1 Al(»n Rtv. Mr, IP^fl tViifvn Smyth Jolm ii^lq; Heath 

lannS Rchcrt Efq; H'^ukejteld Swainfton Allen M.l>- Tork 

I innh I’homaa Efq; B'^atejidd Stacy Rev. Mr. OulltjUld 

Ef;;;ud lltnry Efq; Beverley SirKklantl Sir Cico. Bart, Boynton 

Stoviu James Efq; lVbitglfL»Hall 
M SykcH Richani Efq; Hull 

tritt J. S, E3fq; Rokely Park Sliorc S.imm.1 Elq; Norton. 

V '.ics Ihmbcrton Efq; Wakejtttd .Shore John Efq; Shejjldd 

Jauu >> Efq; Wahjield S.iltmarihc Philip jun. Efq; Saltmatfir 

T-Iil. t* James jun. Efq; iVahJitld Shepherd France E‘‘q; Knurejhruugk 
J-h'np* John Efq; IVakeJxtUi StanTJd David Leedi 

Richard Slater Efq; Walejield Shuilleworth Rev ATr, Ktrkitutbam 
Md.u-. Kjchard Efq; Fheiton Spencer W'i’ii. m M. D- 

n Rev, Mr. Afon Saylc I’.cujamia Iilq; iVent^rUgo 

iur Sir Wm. Bart. Nun Ajrj^Uton Surrey Earl of 
J- icll R;;v. Mr. 

Randolph Efq; T < 

Trane w Efq; Leaihtey Tooker Sam’icl Efq; Moorgate ^ 

^1 it'jcws John \L(m Wb/tlty Thoriiti n I.i^tit (.‘d rh.tt, lille 

^dic#..U{hw;tite John Efq; Leeds Thoniptun i q; KstV: Hall 

*u/uU R. Wyldc Efq; Wickerjley Turner Sir Chalies Bi. KitkUaiham 

. . N W 

^CIchtTe Sir James, Bart, Langton W'yvill Rev. Mr. Cr-phle Burton 

W'lthcT*. Wt.him E'«; Tr.rk 

^ O Wilkinfon P*:'-. vir. t>h,jfuU 

.'^'tiefton H. B. Efq; H ‘nmanby Wwntwtjfth P« ' * Uj; fo^jhn if*odg9 ^ 

wibildcftoa G. Efq; HuUon Bujbeti Waid 3t. A. h.i^ 

X3 
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WJlfon William Efq; AfUn 
Weddell Tliomas El'q; IVaddoio 
Walker Samuel Efq; Rotherbani 
Walker Jonathan Efq; Rotherhaia 
Walker fofeplj Efq; Rotherham 
Walker Jofhna Efq; Rotherham 
Walker Thomas Eiqj Rotherham 
WtlCon Richard Efq; Leeds 
Woodhead Gcoige Efq; Sheffield 
Wormley Edward Efq; Riccall 
Walker Rev. Mr. Northallerton 
Wainea William Little iVeeten 
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Wolrich Thomas Efq; Leeds 

Willis :• Efq; SeJhergh 

Wariier William £fq; 

Y ' 

Yarkcf Rev.' Mr. Ziylur'M 
Yarkcr JohiS -Erq; Lfyhurn 
Yorke John Ei<i\,Ri^auat4 

Z 

Zouch Rev. Mr. Sandall 
Zouch Rev, Mr. Wydffie * 
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Paper I. 

Proceedings of the General Meeting of the Free*- 
holders of the County of York, held at the Caftle 
of York, on the of March ^ 17^4* 


AT a very numerous and rcfpedable Meeting 
of the Frecholdei*s of the County of York, 
held at the Cattle of York, on Thurlday 
the 25th of March, 1784, in purfuanceof 
advertifements repeatedly publiflictl by the 
Sheriff of the faid County, in confcqucnce 
of a Requifition to him, ttgned by upwards 
of one hundred refpcclablc Freeholders, to 
call a General Meeting for the purpofe of 
addrcfling theThrone on the prefent alarm* 
ing afpecl of Public affairs, 

WILLIAM DANBY, Efq; Sheriff’, in the Chair> 

Sntr following Addrefs was propofed by Mr. BucK> 
and feconded by Sir Christ. Syjciis, Baru - 
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To the king’s moft excellW MAJESTY, 

^May it pleafe yoiir Majc^y^ 

/; WE your ^^efty’s inoft >nd loy^ 

fubjecls, the Freeholders of the County ttf York, 
alarmed at the prefent diftracted ftate of Public 
, affairs, beg leave to approach your Throne with 
affurances of our unfeigned and zealous attach* 
xnent to your Majefty’s Perfon and Government. 

Convinced that the very exiffience of our ex- 
cellent Conftitution depends on the prefervation 
of the due balance of Power wifely placed in the 
different branches of the Legillature, we declare 
ourfelves equally folicitous to maintain the legal 
Prerogatives of the Crown, and the juft Privi- 
leges of the two Houfes of Parliament. 

We cannot too ftrongly reprobate the late at- 
tempt to feizc the property and violate all the 
chartered ilights of the Eaft-India Company; 
the enormous patronage of which would have 
produced an inftuence equally deftruftivc of the 
Prerogative of the Crown and the Liberties of 
the People, 

To remove Minifters, who made fuch an at- 
tcitlpt^ \vc deem to be a juft exertion of youf 
Majefty’s Prerogative ; and, under the peculiar, 
orcumfiances of the cafe, we think your Majefty 
"limited M^th equal juftice, by retaining your pre- 
fect Minifters, until an appeal to your People 
.could be made. Imperfect as fuch an appeal to 
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the Coaftituen^ Body muft ever be, under the 
prefent manifeSd defcite of our National Rei>re- 
fentation, we ftill cpnccivc the calling of a New 
Parliament to bfe the only true CoiuHtutional 
Meafure whidh'^our Majefty in your Royal wif- 
dom can adopt to fettle tlic prefent difFcrcncc5», 
between the ihveral branches of the I.egiflature» 

After a debate thereon, and the cjneftiofl put, 
whether the faid Addrel's fiiould pafs as the afl 
of this Meeting or not, upon tlic ihew of hands 
a con fidcrablc rnajority appeared to be in favour 
of the Addrefs propofed : — Hut a <Uvifion being 
demanded, the fame immediately took place, 
and upon that divifion the Sheviff could not 
take upon himfclf to determine. " ■ 

It M'as then alleged to br, and alfumed as, a 
nccclfary confequence of the Sheri deternii’^ 
nation in the mode above ftated, lliat the 
Addref^ ihould be figncd by him as the aft of 
the Meeting. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the thanks of 
this Meeting be given to the TIjgli-Shcriff for 
hiri impwirtial conduft in the buhnefs of the day. 

Mr. Wilfon (of Pontefiraft) then moved, and 
Major Pulleync feconded the motion, d hil i 
SheriiT fliould be requefted to j^refent tlic faid' 
Addrefs 5^ which, upon the queftion being put, 
pafied in the affirmative by a great majority* 

•WILLfAhl DAI^h^BY, Shcriffi ^ 



Paper 11." 

Recount of the Debate at the M%|ing 4f Yo^k, 
the Xph day of Marche ^ 7®4*i 


T he names of the Gentlemen being called 
over at whofc requcil the Meeting was con. 
vened, any one of them Was dclired to give their 
reafons for fuch rcquifition ; upon which 

Mr. Buck (Recorder of Leeds) rofe and fald, 
1 wifjli the quellion which is to be agitated this 
had never exiftcd, but had been left at reft. 
I hope Gentlemen will confine thcmfelves to the 
Immediate point, viz. A queftion between a ma- 
'^ority of the Houfc of Commons and the Crown 
in regard to the Prcjrogativc of appointing Mi- 
‘^ifters. Some may carry it to the extremes of 
Propofition ; firft. Whether the Iloufc of 
Commons has an ablolute power to controul 
the thrown in the appointment of Minifters; 

would be very dangerous; it would be 
^sdeitroying the balance of our Conftitution, and, 
has been well faid, ' would be taking the 
l^ov/n off his Maiefty^s head, and putting it 
"^^lider the Macc of the Eloufc of Comm<nis. 
' tin' the other^hand, when the Houfc con (htiw 
ffonally calls on the Crown to exerciic t! it 
,• Prerogative 
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prerogative in a particular manner, and is (Up# 
jK>rtcd by th^ Pe6pk, if fucli a call Uiould 
rejected, therf would be equal danger; but the 
queftion , now Whether the Houfe of Com^ 

mdnif fiiould fupported by CJohftkueuts^ 
when they find fault with the %r6iwi|:>^for dif- 
inifiing Minifters who were thought' to act from 
intcrelted motives, and who attempted to intro- 
duce a new and formidable Power ? Ilis Majefty, 
in the due exercife of his Prerogative, ebuf^ 
ether MlnUlers, Before any thing \% done % 
them, the lloufc of Commons think lit to advife, 
his ALijefty to dilinils them, dlus is the iirll: 
act ; the root of the whole conteft that has fol- 
lowed* We arc then to conrider wlicth;:r the 
lloufe* of Commons* is right or v'rong. Haft, 
not the King the Executive Government ? Mo(|' 
undoubtedly he has. 41ut, it is faid, tlie Mini4- 
ft era he appoints mu ft liavc the previous conj|^.. 
deuce of the Houfe *of Cunununs, and they afi| 
to pcfint tlicui out. Is hot this aHunung the 
Executive Government? Sir, the Conititution oj 
t])is Country has faid, the Iloule of Commopa 
fhall not have the Executive Government. If 
then they arc claiming that to which they hay^ 
no right, they ought not to be fupported by];; 
their Conftituents, whowe intcrefted to mainf 
tain the balance of the Conftitution. Ihere k 
another ground. Sir, if it is fixed that the. 
Crown muji comply with the Rdquifitions of tho 
hloufc of Commons, the People cannot be fiear^. 
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with any effeft. I maintain they |ia1^ a ri^ht 
to differ from their Reprefentlfts^e^^: It has been 
faid that the voice of the People |Can be heard 
C|ply by their Reprefentatives i 1 ^uft .tliat Pro- 
pi^iition will gro^e as abortive as 'It is Wicked. 
IjWuft the voice of the People fhall ever be heard, 
they (half ever have in their power to chetk 
the ambition of their Reprefent^tives. Sir, upon 
this occafion the Houfe of Commons have heard 
the voice of their Reprefeiitatives, but haVe dif- 
regarded it* The Houfe of Commons, when the 
Pfroplc are with them, can compel the Crown to 
s^gree to their Retjuifitions: They can refnfe the 
ihjppUcs ; they can dlCband the army. This the* 
prefent Houfe of Commons tlircatcned to do, 
kncwhig the People to b6 againft them, they 
dur^ not do it. They have abandoned the llrong 
HoIdswhichthcConftitution allowsthcm. * 1 hink- 
ing then thefe Proceedings of the Houfe of Com- 
ii^ons unconftitutional, 1 ligifed this Requilition. 
|| IS but my own private opinion, I do not find 
with Gentlemen who may have a different 
opinion, and I (hall iubmit to the majority of the 
County, after the fenfe of this Meeting is fairly 
i|ken. Every man in this country fhould have 
, opinion. It is manly to come forth and 
j therefore, Stf, 1 move for the follow- 
Addrefs to his Majefty, which I and fevcral 
0|h«:r Gentlemen arc. of opinion^ contains the 
ffl^tgents which fhould be exprefied at this 
v«ry important crifis. 

The 
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The Addrefe being now delivered to the XJm^' 
der-Sheriffi by him to the Meeting. r 

Sir C. Syk^ feconded the motion. • 

Mr. Ili^uMMONo then rofe and declared, that 
he regretted that he felt himfcflf Obliged to ob- 
ject to an Addrefe that began in fuch moderate 
and conftituttional language, but as the latter 
part of it was fo inconfiftent with the fprmer^ 
fo full of party fpirit and extraneous matter, he 
niufl: cxprefs his hearty difapprobation of it.’ He 
was fully convinced that it could tend only to* 
incrcafe the heated temper of the times, to warp' 
the judgment and divert the attention from the 
two great objects in the mind oi every honed^ 
independent, unbiaffed Man, The fupport of the 
Tlirec Branches of the Legiilaturc in their 
and equal balance, and that Union of Partie^ 
wliich he firmly believed to be the real wifli 0f 
the whole kingdom. — ^llc declared himfelf un- 
connected with any party, willung, at all titnds^^ 
to confider Public Men and Meafures as abftraa:- 
cd from Party as poffible, and to judge of them 
by the purcil and foundeft principles of the 

Confiitution. fie ever had been, and cv^r 

fiiould be, as firm and ftaunch a friend to thie‘ 
jufi Rights of the Crown as any Man j he had 
fliewcd himfelf fo on a former occafion, wheft 
he thought that Power encroached upon, and 
never would defert his principles: But he neVer 

could 


» Tor ihU Addrefs, fee page 
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edtaa^ppo/t aiiy one brain* pf -the feiflaiurtf 
at the expencc of either o^||^:i^er twd -at 
expence of the Conftituticfils' He nev# 
.fdiltd aj^rove of fo dangerous a pnE^^gnt as 
DISREC|^A.]^D OF PARUAMEN^j a prc 
totally unknown fince 'the glorious sera 
m the Revolution. He ncver’codid approve of 
^y h^iniilcr ftanding agakift, the, declared fenfe 
df the Houfe of Conimons, retting his foot on 
=t|ie extreme Rights of the Prerogative, and chal- 
tehging the extreme Rights of Parliament. 'I'hc 
Kouic of OoiTinions had ItfOt, and he trufted never 
*Wotild alfume the Rights ot the Crown of :ip- 
difmining Miniftcrs ; but they had 
^;tttidoubted Right over their own conduclr, 
^thet' to place their confidence, or td ‘exprefs 
pcir want of confidence in any Minifter, when 
„^ppoiiit6d^ and to advife the Crown in the Exer- 
of its Rights; otherwife abfblute Monarchy 
would be at once eftabliflted In this kingdom, 
,^nd Parliament aficmbled merely to regillcr the 
Edicts,— —He did not prefume. to cenfiire 
py Man^s principles or fentiments; but he could 
fteft help cxprefTing his furprize that thofe who 
Were foremoft in oppofing the influence of the 
were now the greateft advocates for that 
^^y influence, and for a power that never has 
exercifed fince the Resolution. He thought 
letters driven to a very delicate and critical 
which he heartily wifhed had never been 
felBId ; but was ’ thoroughly convinced that the 

honour 
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%6now ind dignity ^ the Ci own> and Mberty; 
and fecdrity e^^h^lfeople^, depended wholly oii 
4lie equipfoito^ the %hree Eftates of the Rcalm> 
and^^^^;Whehever any one branch of the Le- 
pflafenreigaina that afcendency, fo as to over- 
rule eithw^of the other two, the Conftitutioii 
becomes woutpided, and the Country, fo6ncr of 
later, will feel the wound. In the gracious banda 
ill which the fupreme Power is lodged at prefent, 
he was conlident the Rights and Liberties of the 
People would ever be fafe, and the Pu!>Hc Good 
would ever be the great and only obje^ of that 
Po\ver j but in the eftablifhment of fo danger- 
ous a precedent as that of the prefent day, when 
we behold the authority, and dignity, and fenfe 
of Parliament difregarded and over-ruled, who 
can anfwer for the confcqucnccs thereof? — He 
lamented the fad dillracfcd State of the Kingdom,, 
arui the flagnation of all Public Bufinefs at a molt 
momentous crifis, and every attempt to union 
bailled. He urged that union had been llrongly 
recommended by Parliament, had been judged 
expedient by his Majefty, had been cxprclfed on 
all lidcs as the wifli of the whole nation; it rot- 
withftanding has been impeded by the ambition, 
the intereft, the obftinacy^ and the prejudices of 
Individuals. He declared that he thouglit the 
two great contending Parties too powerful for 
€ach other, and irrcconcilcable of ihcmfelves ; 
th It without an Union no firm Adminillratiori 
could be formed^ that it w'asj, therefore, th^ 
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of ever/ moderate^ and iddependent 
Man, fjec from every bias |l||^dice,- to take 
e^cry meafure that May ^irottiidib*” that Union, 
oppofe every one that may obftnj^. 

:^puld have thought it better if aeithi^^i the India 
nor any bther public mcifute had 
men introduced in the bufmefs of the prefent 
" day, as they only biailed and inflamed men’s 
iriinchj; but as they had b^en introduced, he 
Would Ihortly give his liiunble, but honeft and 
deliberate, opinion of the firft India Bill.— He 
Jield Charters as facred any Man, but could 
nevci eftcem them in all cafes and contingencies 
abfolutcly irrevocable; and when tlic revocation 
Was to pafs under the Public Eye, through \ui 
act of the whole I.egillature, and not be carried 
into execution by any fccret or arbitrary Power, 
he could never condemn a Man for propoling 
iuch a Mealiire, even if he did not approve of 
the Principle of it : But he declared he did agree 
in^thi^ principle of it, and was happy in the 
voice of a great majority in the lioufe of 
Commons as a lanaion to his opinion. He 
looked upon, the firft Bill, though a bold yet 
neceflary meafure, and the bell that had yet 
been propofed. He confidcred the fecond Bill 
weak and defeftive, liable to the evil conlc- 
,^uences of inefticacy, divilion, and irrelponfi* 
and more likely to promote than check 
the evils complained of. He thought any one 
that had read or knew the black catalogue of 
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evils, of cruelty, injuftice, rapine, and oppreflioll 
committed by theE|^dndia Company, ofweak- 
nefe and nufm^nageibent in every one of their 
Councils and IVleafures, of the incoiiipctcncy of 
the very frame of their Conftitution, would 
fcarccly ever wifli that the fanclion of a Charter 
fliould be made a fliield to weak and wicked 
oppreffors, and the means of trampling on the 
Rights of Mankind. He thought, therefore, 
lull Inanity, julHce, and policy required a rcvoca* 
tion of the prefent Charter, and he fhould not 
conlider the chartered Right of any otlicr Cor- 
porate Body lefs fafe by the pacing of fuch an 
Ac1:, than the lives and properties of the fubjcct 
i)y the forfeiture of thole wfio had loll them by 
their crimes and mifdcmeanors. — He repeated 
ias difapprobalion of the wild Ichemcs of Par- 
liamentary Reform which had been propofed 
))y the modern State Empirics : I'hat when it 
was introduced, rather by furprize, at a late 
C-ounty Meeting by a Reverend Gentleman, he 
had declared that difapprobatiem, but would 
not fo far Hand on his own opinion as to ob- 
ftrucl the Petition going to Parliament, as he 
thought it better it Ihould be difculfed and de- 
cided on there, than that it ihould float in the 
minds of the multitude, and be fo perpetually 
debated on in every vague afibmbly that the 
caprice of individuals fliould think proper to 
calf. Parliament had repeatedly, and by great 
majorities, decided againft the mcafurc; it there- 
n. Y fore 
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fore behoved the People to be fatisiied, and a- 
bide by the dccifion of their Reprcfentatives in 
the great Council of the Nation. 

Mr. H. Duncombe faid, the favourite doc- 
trine of the day is Union ; I have a great regard 
for thofe who have attempted it, and I fliould 
virifli to have my name enrolled under their de- 
feription, independent Country Gentlemen ^ An at- 
tempt has been made to deftroy the equipoife of 
the Conttitution : I venerate the juft Preroga- 
tive of the Crown, as much as I am an advocate 
for the Rights of the People. The late Rc- 
fblutions of the Houfe of Commons had rny 
negative, as containing many conclufions from 
wrong premifes : 'J'Jic honour and dignity of 
Parliament ! fanciful honour, and dignity ill 
underftood : I know no honour but what is 
founded on rcafon, no dignity but in afting 
conformably with the fentiments of our Con- 
ftituentvS. It is faid Miniflers muft have the 
prenyious confidence of the Houfe of Commons; 
.what an opening for corruption! As to the 
Eaft-lndia Bill, it might have ufcful purpolcs 
in its view, but it was accompanied with a 
wanton violation of Charters ; it was accom- 
panied with what would have totally deftroyed 
the Liberties of this Country, the patronage 
of 1 00 millions ! Was not this erecting the 
ftandard of bribery to the neceftitous and un- 
principled? No wonder that a Miniftry that 
bi-ought in fuch a Bill lliould be difmiffed. His 
Majcfty having cliofcn a new Miniftry, the 

Houfe 



C 337 3 

Houfe of Commons called for their dlfmiflion j 
but not a word was faid againft them, and the 
rcquifition was made two hours, two little hours, 
after the perfon at their head had nobly refufed 
to take to himfelf a lucrative office which for- 
mer Minifters, honeftly enough I allow, ufed to 
take either to themfclvcs, or give it to their re- 
lations ; but he, with a virtue hereditary in his 
family, threw it into the public flock. I mull 
lupport fuch a Minifter if 1 ever hope for your 
cvjniidcnce, my Conllituents, whom 1 now fee 
around me. 

Mr. R. S. Mii.nes faid, I rife to fupport the 
Addrefs ; but firil 1 mull aniwer the remark, 
tliat it is ftrange that the fame Gentlemen who 
formerly oppofed the inlliiencc of tlie Crown 
ihould now oppofc the Iloufe of Commons. I 
will retort, I am furprifed that Gentlemen who 
oppofed the undue influence of the Crown 
ihoiild oppofe its jull Prerogative. 1 am very 
lorry to rife againft many of tliofe men, whofe 
principles I have been accullomcd to revere; 
out. Sir, wc have, with regret, feen their per- 
nicious tendency; the Coalition^ the Coalition muft 
liut be forgotten, 1 hope it fhall be remembered 
to immortality, and pofterity have a lefl'on, that 
tbc moft amiable men, in private life, could not 
rcliit temptation when public advantage was fet 
in oppofition to intcrell- The Kaft-lndia Bill 
lias been moft juftly reprobated, and I heartily 
join in the condemnation ; and in this,.Sir, I 
Y 2 have 
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have the fatlsfaftion of being fupported by great 
authority* I will read the concluding part of 
the proteft againft the Eaft-India Bill in 1773, 
(here he read it with the names of Rockingham, 
Iitzwilliam, &c* fubferibed to it). A great deal 
lias been faid of the good charafters of the Com- 
iiiillioncrs named in this laft obnoxious Eaft. 
India Bill; but this is not the tenure on which an 
Englifliman chufes to hold his liberties ; not on 
the precarious charafters of men, but on tlie 
permanent fecurlty of law. (^He then read part 
of an admirable fpccch at Chelmsford by Mr, Day. 
upon the danger of great patronage), I am afraid 
fomc Gentlemen will not lign the Addrefs this 
day from apprehenfion of fupporting Preroga- 
tive too much. , Sir, though I would guard 
againft the injluence of the Crown as dangerous, 
I am for maintaining its jujl Prerogative^ which 
is conttitutional and fafe ; and if any future 
King ftiould make the prefent Addrefles of tlic 
People againft the Hpufc of Commons a pretext 
to ftretch his Prerogative, on whofe head would 
the guilt lie? not on theirs who have been com- 
pelled to withftand an unjuft incroachment by 
the Houfe of Commons. 

Mr. Spencer Stanhope faid, he did not mean 
to be here to-day, he thought they who had bat- 
tled it in London ftiould have remained in Lon- 
don» and let Gentlemen in the country deter- 
mine, without influence, without folicitatiou, 
but as others, fome of whom had generally a 
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pretty large attendance, had come down, he hack 
come down alfo, and he was glad he had come|| 
they were right and he was wrong. lie faid it 
rejoiced his heart to fee the Great Ones of the 
land prefent to hear their conduct aniinadvertccV 
upon. He Ihould have occafion to fpeak freely 
of the public conduct of feme men, for whom 
he had a great regard in private life. He . farq 
he fliould fpeak to many particulars as a witnefs. 
He then gave an account of what pafled in Par- 
liament at different times between l.ord Nortlt 
and Mr. Fox, when againft each other, as it is 
to be found in feveral publications, and con- 
firmed it by faying. This I depofe^ I beards and 
then gave the hiftory of the Coalition, which he 
compared to a chimney-iweeper and a miller 
embracing each other, by which was foniicd a 
black and *wbitc^ a pyc-ballcd Jdminijlraiion* 
fiid they were fond of ftating prc'vious circum* , 
fiances as to other Mini Iters; it was fit to men- 
tion previous circumftanccs as to thomfclves.— 
Now, as to their condu^ in oflicc, the firft aft 
was tlic reftoration of Powell and Bainbridge, 
t\vo notorious peculators, one of wliom cut his 
throat and the other was conviefied. He, how'- 
cver, would not call that an act of their admi- 
nifiration, it was an aft of one of their friends, 
a very good man, who through violence of 
temper had done it ; they knew not how to get ' 
rid of it, and were obliged to fupport it. Next 
they made great profefllons of oeconomy, but 
Y 3 gave 
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gave the Prince of Wales ioo,oool, a year, tho* 
the King very wifely thought 50,000!* a year 
enough while he fhould remain unmarried. He 
faid he did not like to talk of fathers and fons, 
but when one thinks of i oo,oool. a year, and 
fobfequent conduA, it is enough to provoke one 
- againll: them. Then came the Eaft-India Bill : 
He gave his vote againft it on the fccond read- 
ing, but did not fee all the danger of it till he 
was informed by the fpccch of the Lord Clian- 
cellor, who obferved, that by a late act Govern- 
ment Contrariiors cannot fit in Parliament, but 
their Contraftors may. A fourtli eftate wouhi 
have been created, and if the King had palled 
that bill he might have refigned his Crown. 
As to a rumour of interference by Earl Temple, 
there was no proof of it, and the charge was 
that the Minifter f\id many Lords, who had 
voted againft the Bill, promifed to him to vole 
for it. Was not the Minifter's interference as 
bad as Lord Temple’s? Punifh them both tlicn. 
As to fecret influence, no man could dclcfl it 
more, or would more heartily fcout it than 
himfelf. It was not more illegal and unconfti- 
tutional in this Country than in France or any 
other : It was a thing bad in itfelf, bad in every 
government, bad in a private family to liften to 
backbiters, and yet ftili employ the People io 
attacked ; but Lord Temple afted openly ; 
was the laft man in the world to be a fecrci 
wri^ling back-ftairs animal. Secret irfucnc 
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has b^en the cry fince Lord Bute^s time, yet 
(his Lordfhip has no vote himfelf, but) all his 
Sons vote with the Coalition. Lord North too 
was called the Creature of fccret influence, yet 
he is a part of this Coalition ; fo all who oppofc 
Mr. Fox are guilty of fccrct influence, but join 
him, and there is abfolution at once. The pri- 
vileges of the Houfe of Commons I would fup- 
port to the utmoft, I would light, I would die for 
them ; but if they incroacli on another branch, 
they are in the wrong. The Rights of the 
lloufe of Commons, as of the King, depend 
upon the People ; and 1 alk you. Gentlemen, if 
you arc of opinion all over England, that the 
Privilege of the Houfe of Commons has been 
rightly ufed: If it is to conwiand^ fay fo : I fay 
it is only to advife^ I, therefore, am for fupport- 
ing the Right of the Houfe of Commons. The 
Right of the Houfe of Commons is to controul, 
to impeach bad Minifters ; but if they name 
them, how will they impeach ? We have had 
too much of the executive Power brought into 
the Houfe of Commons. Wc have applied to 
hliniller-making fo much, we have forgot ///- 
Minifters. Wc have heard a Gentleman 
lay he had an Impeachment of Lord North in, 
his pocket, who now walks arm in arm with 
him. 

As to Prerogative, the cafe is very different 
from what it was in the laft century, when the 
had an Army, a Star Chamber, and other 
Y 4 Powers. 
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Powers. There is now no danger; there is not 
the immcnfc patronage of America, nor of that 
ruinous war. Lord North’s War. There is a 
diminution of the Civil Lift, and ioo,oooL to 
the Prince of Wales not only taken from it, but, 
with aftoniftiment and grief I fay it, is againll 
the Crown. 1 come here to-day to rcfift en- 
croachment ; as I would refift the tyranny of 
onc^ I would refift the tyranny of m£i77y, and, at 
prefent, I fear more the tyranny of Venice tJian 
that of France. 1 llioukl refift Lord North with 
the full bribe. 1 will refift another Gentleman, 
who would trample on Charters, and deftroy the 
Crown ; therefore I am for the Addrcls j I am 
for fupporting the Ton of I.orcl Chatham. Be- 
fore 1 confent to difmifs the fon of Lortl Chat- 
Jiani, the moft popular man tliat has been m 
this country lince his father, I defire an anfwcr 
to this quelcion, What evil hath Jie done? 

General Hai^e faid, I have the honour to wear 
a Cockade as well as that Gentleman who fpokc 
laft. 1 am a Soldier. I may lay 1 have done 
the State foine fcrvicc. I have heard much in- 
veeftive, much party fpirit. Sir, I am a Soldier, 
but I am alfo a Citizen. I am for union. I am 
Ibr Peace. We have made peace with France, 
with Spain, with Holland, with our Brethren 
of America, and lliall \vc not have Peace amongli 
ourfclvcs? If there is no check upon the Prero- 
gativc of the Crown it would deftroy the t'on* 
ililutibn. The Houi’e of Lords are in gcncr.d 
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for the Crown ; though we have feme Lorijs 
here this day who are Friends of the People. 
It is the lloufe of Commons, Sir, that mull 
check the Prerogative ; but 1 admit thcr<' is a 
fourth Eftate, the People, who can corUJ v)ul ail 
the other three. The Houfe of C.oinmons is the 
political Wife of the People; if my Wife behaves 
ill, I may correcl; her; but fhall I fulfcr another 
man to corrcvfl my Wife? No, Sir, lie will de- 
bauch her. Shall the Crown tlicn correct the 
lloufe of Commons? l.ct us recollect tiie old 
Fable of the horfc and the ft ig — the horfe, in or- 
4lcr to drive the ftagout of liis palturc, look man 
upon Ills back; tlic Hag to be lure uas driven 
away, but the liorlc was the llavc ol‘ man ever 
after. Such was the fate of Ncnmaik; luch 
may be our late. 1 will acknowiedgr, and it is 
a l)old word in this Meeting, 1 am a I’riend to 
the Coalilioju Tlicrc arc in tliis Country two 
great Parties, dilUngiiilhed by tlie odious cpi- 
tiiets of ir/j/g and Tory. I am for an union of 
both. Some People arc for a profeription againll 
all wlu) fupported the American War. 1 niviclf 
oppofed it; but I mull lay, was that Pro/crip- 
tioii to take place, it would involve the grcalc/l 
part of this Country ; Ihe Crown, tiic i.(;rds, 
the Majority of the Commons, ihe Army, and 
Navy. My Brctlircn of tiic Sw'ord <i.\ i'upport- 
cd (hat War, many ot them perhaps agaiiiU their 
will. As to the two pr’ncipal Lcadei s of the 
ranics, Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox j Ihould I fneak 
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againft Mr. Pitt, it would be treafon to the me. 
mory of his Father, who was my Friend ; yes, 
Sir, Lord Chatham -was my Friend. I wifli to 
fee Mr. Pitt in the Adminiftration of this Coun- 
try; but I am for having him to be the Servant 
of the Public. I hope in God he fhall never be 
the Matter. The Minittcr mutt be fitted to the 
Houfc of Commons, not the Iloufc of Commons 
to the Minittcr ; when that is the cafe, it puts 
me in mind of the common fign of fnuff fliops, 
where the Highlander feems to turn the mill, 
but, in reality, the mill turns the Highlander. 
My Friend Lord Chatham faid. Liberty had 
often been made a llalking horfc to get into 
Power; what would he have faid if he had feen 
his Son ftalking into Power behind fecret InHu- 
cnce, and Prerogative ftalking behind the name 
of William Pitt into the Houle of Common-) 
among the People at large. 

Colonel Thornton faitl he would addref-) 
himfclf only to plain honeft Y orkflrire Farmers, 
and in general was againft the Addrefs. 

Mr. Baines was for the Addrefs, becaufe it 
was apinft the Coalition, which had given the 
moft ferious alarm to all Independent Men, that 
there was no longer Public Virtue. He faid the 
Latt-Tndia Bill had Rctormation for its pretence, 
but how has it clfectcd this, by appointing Com- 
iniflioners as ignorant of India as he was : Sir 
G.Lllint, Colonel North, and Lord Firzwilliam? 
And why Lord Fitzwilliam ? Bccaufe he had 
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[Treat influence in this County. He paid fomc 
very handlbrne compliments to Mr. Duncoinbe, 
:\rul added, I fay this, not from intimacy with 
liini ; 1 have but little the plcafure of his ac- 
quaintance; not for favours received from him, 
tor I have received only one in common with 
liis oihcr Conftituents, his upright an<i inde- 
pendent conduid: in Parliament. lie in pretty 
levere terms made a coniparifon bclwnnm Sir G. 
S.i\ilc and a great Man, who w'as pre/ent, and 
fful. We have for four years been dhnituihing 
the Power of the Crown, fliall \vc fubinit to an 
ini’olcnt Ariftocracy? — Tarjiilnlum Rcgcm qiti non 
ndcrimy Sictnium fernm ? 

Lord FiTzwor.LiAAi did not intend to have 
fpoken, but felt himfclf called U[>on in a very 
extraordinary manner, made a very conciliating 
defence of his conduct, and fhew ed tlte diflcrent 
view he had of tlic Eall-India Company’s affairs 
ia r';^3 and 1783: That Government itad lent 
them a very large furn of money, and wms deeply^ 
iatcrefted in feeing the afl’airs of the C'ompany 
letter managed tlian they had been by Servants. 
His Lordfliip fiid, I fpcak to a commercial Coun- 
try, and put the cate, that one merchant had 
^itivanced a great fum to anotlicr, whofc affairs 
were embarraffed: Would it be iinrcafonable 
that, for the advantage of Ins Friend and his 
own fccurity, he fhould put a Clerk ijito the 
Warchoufc to carry on the Biifincfs to advan- 
? He laid, he never pronnfod t(j pronujte a 
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Reform in Parliament, for though he thouerht 
it neceffary, he had not yet fecn a pradicablc 
Plan for it, and he would not amufc with a f.iU 
lacious hope. lie charged Mr. Pitt with not 
being in earneft in that matter. He particu- 
larly faid, to the generous Freeholders of York- 
liiire, If you have fufpicions of me as a Peer, 
this proniil'e I do make, that fhould you drive 
me from you, I will fcill look towards you ; we 
muft Hand or fall togetiier.” If your Pibertki 
are dcHroycd, the Peerage mull: perilli in tiic 
ruins*, we fliouid, as in all arbitrary Govern- 
ments, have it in our power to opprefs our in- 
feriors, and be opprcflcd ourfelves ; but this I 
will fay, that were the Friends of Liberty to be 
opprclicui by the Court, I Ihould have the dark- 
eft dungeon. That moll refpcclable man, whom 
all revered, was my inftructor, every princii^lc 
in this breaft came from him. 

The Karl of Carlisi.p faid he now ftood trial 
before a moft refpecl^ablc Tribunal, his Fellow-Ci- 
tizens, llie lofs of whofc good opinion he fhould 
for ever moft anxioufty deplore. His Lordihip 
made an able apology for tiic Coalition, which 
liad been the objeeft of lb mucli invective, hecaulc 
Lome of thofe of M honi it was compofed liad 
differed concerning the American War. He 
alkcd by what Rule of Rea-bn, or the Cftirini.m 
Religion, eternal hatred was to contiiUiC wlu u 
the caufc of cjuarrel av ms at an end. The Chi.ili- 
tion, he faid, had one fault, an unrardunal k 
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one to its enemies, its efficiency, fo that it bad 
defiance to open attacks ; it was a column whofe 
foundations refted in public opinion ; but it was 
not fecure againft fecrct influence, by the mines 
of which it had been blown up. Nothing 
but a ftrong Adminiftration could have ven- 
tured fo great a mcafure as the Eaft-India Bill. 
1 hey knew a llorm would blow from ail the 
winds of heaven ; it would be charged with 
\ lolulion of Charters, with conlifeation of Pro- 
perty ; but the* moll: violent cliarge was not 
-iving that immenfe Patronage to the Crown ; 
.Aid not giving the Crown what it never had 
called robbery. That to change a fyltcm- 
u!ic difobcdiencc (o good Government required 
lonicthing more than a milk-and-water mcafure: 
fliat what tlu: lion. Gentleman (Mr. Stanhope) 
had laid, was indeed very courtly, but was better 
biiiod to the neighbourhood of tSt. James’s than 
the Cafllc-yard of York : lie liad endeavoured 
5') infpire pity for the Crown, by mentioning 
how much power it had loll ; but this, faid his 
hordlhip, cannot liavc countenance from thofe 
'vho hear me. Another doclrinc founds better; 
Do not give this patronage to the Crown til! 
you know what is its magnitude. It mull be 
^‘ikcn from the Company. W hat llicn lhall be 
done ? Is there no Middle-Haven in which it 
*nay be placed with fafety ? Yes ; in Men of 
f^har icler, of family, of fortunes above tempta- 
tion. 
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tion. It paffcd by a great majority in the Iloufc 
of Commons; but when it got into another 
place, a rumour fpread of what flruck at tlic 
very vitals of the Conftitution, I will name 

Earl Temple. There was rumour that that 

noble Lord intimated to other Peers, that hu 
IWajefly would confidcr thofe who voted for that 
Bill to be not only not his Friends but his Fiic- 
mies. Tliis, he laid, w^as to traduce the So- 
vereign, that he fhould act fo unconflitutionally 
as to appear, not where lie ought to be feen, on 
the I’hrone of England, but Ihould defeend to 
go among the Benches of the Iloufc of J.orth. 
Should not the Houfe of Commons doubt aMi- 
niftry that came in by fuch influence ? I am 
therefore againfl: an Addrei’s which carries iii- 
cenfe to tlioic wlio do not deferve it. 

Earl Eauconbkro fpoke witli great warmth 
in favour of the Addrefs; arraigned Ariflocracy 
in Oppofition. Who, faid his Lordfliip, is the 
Original, the Head of it r* CHARLES FOX. 
Did 1 tJiink to fee an Oriental Ariftocracy re- 
inoved Irom Brookses to the Caftlc-yard of 
YORK !— AYhelhcr is George the Third or 
Charles Fox to reign? We have here tive Court- 
iers, xhe Minillers of the new, and 1 truft never 
to-be-created Power. God forbid the Pat^ron- 
ngc of Inilia liunild go to the Crown ; but fliall 
it go to C’-harlcs Fox? Is he a Man of fuch 
Virtue ? A Majority of the Houfe of Commons 
has been led captive by the artful arguments 



i: 349 3 

of an individual of great abilities. Let theii 
tkc People interfere. How long this Conftitu* 
tion iball laft. People, depends on you; it is you 
mull preferve it. 

rhe Earl of Surrey faid that Mr. Fox wiflied 
10 bring Lord North’s Adininiftration to trial 
before Parliament ; but Mr. Dundas, late Lord 
Advocate of Scotland, and Mr. Pitt, now Mini- 
ftcr of this Country, had deprecated the inquiry, 
wiihing that all parties Ihould unite. 

Mr. WiEBERFORC E iiiadc a mod argumenta- 
tive and eloquent fpcccli, which was liltened 
to vdth the moll eager attention, and received 
with the loudeft acclamations of applaufc. It 
was indeed a reply to every thing that had been 
iaid againft the Addrefs ; but there was fuch 
an exquilite clioicc of exprefiion, and pronoun- 
ced with fuch rapidity, that we arc unable to 
do ii judice in any account we can give of it; 
we {hall however give a few jjarticulars : He 
Lltl thofe perfons, of whom he was one that 
oppolcd the undue influence of the Crown, 
fhoLild be the foreinod in fupport of its Preroga- 
tive, to flicw they acted from principle not from 
party fpirit, or pcrfonal antipathy to any Mi- 
niftcr. He dwelt long on the odious Ead -India 
Bill ; read fcvcral claufes of it ; expatiated on 
its violation of chartered Property; on its dmi- 
Parity to ail arbitrary and fcvcrc Roman Pro- 
scription, and not to an Englidi Act of Parlia- 
He alarmed the Freeholders, by fhewing 

that 
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tlmt It might Inve been a Precedent for cxcrci- 
fing the fame tyranny over the property of every 
Man in the Kingdom ; took notice that Lord 
Fitzwilli.ini had put t]ie cafe of a private mer- 
chant : I did apprclicnd, faid he, that fuch a 
conroipiencc might hdlow from this Bill ; hiir I 
did not know it had been in the contempliti';n 
of its Supporters. As to the efi'eft of the ihll 
upon tlie Conilitution, he faid, whatever ot 
wcalili we have lien ilowing into the Count jy 
from fnrlia; whatever of Power, which is now 
divided, part in tJie MinUtcr of the day, part in 
the Dircclors, part in the Proprietors, all, all 
was to have centered in this Commillion. Ai 
to degrading the IToufc of Commons, he (aid, 
they degrade thcmlclves when they make unjuil 
claiir.s, and put thcinilivcs againft the Cro'^n 
in a way they muli: be defeated, l.et them keep 
to their own Rights, their true conllitutional lini- 
plicity , and they will be rcfpeclcd. He arraigned 
the Coalition \vith keen I'evcrity, as an union or 
Men wIk^ difagreed, not only as to the American 
War, but liad never agreed in any one principle; 
who nuitually imputCvl to each other the lo5> 
of America, and one of whom haci been branded 
by the other with the nioft ignominious epithet^; 
wlfilc he declared he never could truftjfnt?. 
He faid the ilrength of that Minillry, whicn. 
had been infilted on, was a dangerous circuit' 
ilancc, l\7r in the over- weening conlidence in 
their ftiength they had dared to bring in the 

Jiaft- 
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Eaft -India Bill, thinking the People ^TOntcd to 
be deceived. He defired the Coalition might 
be judged by its conduct : It had brought forth 
that Eiilt-India Bill, which carried the lineaments 
of both its parents. Corruption and Violence.— 
He concluded with an carneft Addbrefe ; We are 
now, laid he, . to decide upon a folemn crifis ; 
you arc now upon your trial ; we ha.ve he^d 
much of an Ariftocracy 5 if there is any fuch 
biafs on your minds, let no little conlideratioh 
weigh againft the public intcreft. 1 f you approve 
of thofc Minitters who have fought, and I hope 
1 lliall fay, have conquered, in fupport of the 
Conftitution, come forth and honeftly fay fo. — 
'I'hat dilHngu idled perfon who has done fo much 
in your caufc will efteem your approbation his 
beft reward. 

Lorcl John Cavendish feid. That being one 
of thole whofe conduct had been particularly* 
arraigned, he had a claim to be heard to juftify 
himfelf. That the Eaftdndia Bill was the mea- 
lure which was particularly objected to j that 
as it took its rife from a very long inquiry, and 
an examination of many papers and much evi- 
dence, it was natural tlie Public Ihould be rnifledj 
for being in general ubacquainted with the great- 
ne& of the evil, they did not fee the ncceflity of 
fo ftrong a remedy : That a handle had been 
taken from this grpfly to mifreprefent it. That 
in the fir ft place Mr. Wflberforce was xniftaken 
VOL. II Z m 
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in flating that their prefent Charter was pur. 
chafed with money; it was nott And next, 
that their Property was taken from them ; of 
H^hich they were not deprived of one farthing. 
, The cafe was firnply this, that , in the prefent 
fituation they were totally unequal to the ma- 
n^einent of their affairs ; that from weaknefs, 
iQifcondu<5t, and the form of their Court of Di- 
reAors being ill fuited to their prefent circum- 
fiances, they were in the greatefi diftrefs ; they 
owed more than a million to the Public for 
^utie? ; they could not legally make any divi- 
dend to the Proprietors for vvant of money, and 
■were enabled to do fo, for the laft two years, 
hy fecial A£ls of Parliament ; that the friends 
And relations of their I'ervants abroad were fo 
powerful in the Court of Proprietors, as to 
Icrecn their conduct from enquiry, and to 
thwart every regulation propofed to. correct 
abufw, which had rifen to fuch a height as to 
difgrace the name of an Englifliman. In this 
tafe it was propofed to invefi the mapagemcirt 
.pf their aflairs,' for the terra of four years, in 
(he hands of fpecial Commiflioners, whofe pow- 
^s and duties were preferibed in the Aa; that 
^ey WCTe fcleaed as mext whole charaaers and 
^cumlVances were fuch already, as nothing 
wuld be an inducement to them to be guilty 
M there was any fn^icion 

^ inefficiency, an Addrefi from 

remove them. That as to the 
patronage 
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patronage fo much talkM of, it was impoAibld 
to feparatc the power of promotion and renioi 
val from thofc who were to direct and controul 
perfons intrufted with inch vaft intereftsj but 
a Bill accompanied the other for the purpofc of 
tying them down to precilc rules in their man« 
ner of proceeding, and every body was Invited 
to fuggeft any frelh reftraints, which might leave 
them as little power to abufc as poflible, as con- 
fident with the object of the Bill. This was 
nearly the whole of this famous Bill* As to 
what was faid of Charters-: they had often be-^ 
fore been equally infringed upon much flighter 
rcafons, when l.ord Chatham was Minifter and 
Lord Camden Lord Chancellor : They voted a 
dividend for thcmfclvcs, which was refeinded 
by Act of Parliament, and were hindered from 
making it till fuch time as they gave the Go-* . 
vernrnent fuCh a lltarc in their fuppofed profits 
as they thought fit. Since that time the Super- 
vifors they welre fendipg out were flopped, a 
Governor and Council of Bengal appointed i 
The qualification of Voters for the choice of 
Directors altered, by feveral Acts of Parliament 
yet this intermeddling in their J^ufinefs was not 
called for by fuch Deceflitjr as the prefent, wiieu, ^ 
It is known that a Country, containing three or 
four times as many People Great -Britain, is 

impovcfifhed and laid waftc, by the mifeonduct 
of their fervants abroad, who grow immenfely 
theihfelves, whilft the Company^ is in the 
Z 2 grcatefl 
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greatcft dlftrefs ; and no fulEcient means liave 
■yet been found to reftrain them. 

The next obje<flion is what is called the Coa- 
lition. Immediately after Lord North’s remo- 
yal from power, an enquiry into his conduft 
was propofed, which was relifted by perl'ons of 
various deferiptions, as tending to much mifehief, 
and hardly poflible to he carried on. When lie 
had been long out of office, and it appeared how 
large a number of thofc, who had agreed in opi- 
nion with him, ftill continued attached to him, 
it Was evident no ftable Government could be 
•formed without his concurrence j the meafurcs 
on which men had difl'ered being at an end, it 
was beft for the country to prevail on perfons 
fo circumftanced, to forget their differences, and 
unite towards forming a fteady Government, 
the Thing this Country really wants. Could it 
have been carried a little farther, this Country 
had not now been in its prefent fituation. Sir 
G. Savilc’s name having beda mentioned as dif- 
apprOving it, I can only lay, that he frequently 
vihted them, affifted them with his advice, and 
applied to them for trifling favours, wffiich I 
believe he wot^d not have done to perfons he 
, difapproved. As to the Eaft-India Bill be vras 
more certain, hearing the breach of Charters 
objefted, he anfwered. What human Power can 
grant a Charter to rob and lay wafte, a “whole 
l^ati.on. 

. As tb the prefent matters in diiputb, which 

have 
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have given occafion to this meeting, they were 
not about the Rights of the Crown or Houfc of 
Commons, but about the prudent exercife of 
them j and clafhing between them was danger- 
ous indeed, and ever fince the occafion had been 
avoided, and fome kind of temper, or mutual, 
concefllon, had been found to avoid it, lets 
ditVentipn had lately been ufed than in att 
former titnes but that the prefent Addrel^, 
not quite exact in fome of its fa6ts, only tended 
to make matters worfe. That if Parliament, 
was diffolved, as was reported, it fufpended the 
prefent ill fituation ; but at the fame time was 
productive of fo many evils, that the advifers of 
it wanted very ftrong rcafons to juftily fuch a 
meafare. 

His Lordfliip made fcveral other remarks, 
but the repeated call for the cjucftion, and nb’ifi: 
made, prevented his Lordfliip from being heard* , 

In thecourfe of hisfpeech Gen- Hale ha;d faid 
that Sir George Savile had been a ifriend to the 
Coalition ; tp which Mr- Duncombe rofe arid 
replied, that being faimfelf greatly irritated at 
the Coalition he waited on Sir George Savile 
at the time of its being formed, -and exprefled 
his difguft witk much warmth, in confequence^ 
of which he received for anfwer from Sir 
George, ‘‘ 1 do noL approve of the Coalition 
U^yfclf, but I am not quite fo angry as you-’* 


Z3 
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p<^per III. 

' Proceedings at a Meeting o/* the County of York, 
on the loth day of Febrmry^ *7^5* 


A.T a General Meeting of the Freeholders of 
tHe County of York, held at the Caftle 
of; t York, on Thurfday the loth day of 
February, 1785, in purfuance of notice 
given by the Sheriff of the faid County, 
agreeable to the requifition of a very 
refpeiflable body of Freeholders, the fol- 
lowing Petition was unanimoufly agreed 
to — 

Honourable the Commons ^Orei^ Britain, 
in Parliament ajfembled. 

*plie Humble Petition of the Freeholders of the 
County of York^ 


ShcM^eth, 

T hat your Petitioners, fenfible of 'the ori- 
ginal excellence of the Conftitution of 
tjtis Country, moft ardently wiib to have it 
liig^ntain^ Upoli the genuine principles on 
vfflic}^ it wiai founded. 


Your 


C 357 J 

Your Petitioners further fhew that it is ne- 
ccllary to the welfare of the People, that the 
Commons' Houfe of Parliahient fbould have a 
common intereft with the Nation, and that in ' 
the prefent ftate of* the Reprefentation of the 
People in Parliament, the Commons of this 
realm are partially and inadequately repre- 
iented, and confequently cannot have that fccu- 
lity for their liberties which it i5 the aim of the 
Conftitution to give them. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, moft humbly 
fupplicate this Honourable Houfe to take into 
their moft ferious confidcration the prefent 
inadequate ftate of the Reprefentation of the 
People in Parliament, and to apply fuch remedy 
to this great Conftitutional evil as to this Ho- 
nourable Houfe may feem meet. 

And your Petitioners fhall ever pray, &c. 

Rcfolved unanimoufly. That the Petition now 
read fliall be figned by the Sheriff and any of the 
Freeholders prefent, who approve thereof, on 
behalf of themfclves and the other Freeholders 
of this Couqty. 

Refolved, That the Members for thft County 
be defired to prefent to Parliament the Petition 
now adopted. 

Relqived unanimoufly. That the thanks of^ 
diis Affembly be given to the High-Sfaeriff, fdr 
Z4 
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his ready compKance with the wiihes of the 
County in calling this Meeting, and for his 
tm|>artial condu<i): <m this day. 

WILLIAM DANBY, Sheriff. 


Paper IV. - 

Debate at ' a Meeting of the County of York, cn 
the loth of February, 178J. 


T he Petition was moved by Gen. St. Leoer, 
who exprefled his great pleafure in the zeal 
^ which actuated the County to perfevere in pur- 
fuing the great objeft of a Parliamentary Re- 
xormation j he congratulated himlelf on having 
an opportunity, in fo.full and refpeftablc a 
Meeting of the Freeholders of Yorkfliire, of 
joining his voice to theirs to promote a mcafurc 
fo necelBry to the secovery of the Britilh C:on> 
ftitution. 

Mr. CHAi.ONEh feconded the motion. 

Mr. H. Duncombs then role. He congratu- 
lated his Conftituents on- the probable fuccefs of 
a meafure which originated in this County, an*! 

which 
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which proipifes to prove fo contributary to the 
public welfare. He on the mifeonduQ: 

of former Minifters, and licence inferred that 
their rcfiftance to the meaUvS of removing cor- 
ruption, by, which alone they had governed, 
though a fubjecl of regret, could by no means 
excite our wonder. He obferVed, that as mea** 
furcs were the only juft criterion of Minifters, 
fo it was no bad carneft of a Minifter when he 
called for a canvas of his condiicf, and referred 
hlmfclf to the l\^oplc, whole part it is to con- 
troul and punifli Minihers. The diftrefs of this 
Country he confidered as a fufiicient proof of 
the neceflity of a Parliai . :ntary Reformation; 
and calling to recollecliou the impolicy of tliofc 
mcafurcs wliich had been purlued during the 
laft twelve unhappy years, declared, that though; 
their eflccls had been predifted, yet they were 
obftinately purfued by an Adminiftration which 
was weakly, implicitly, and feryilcly fupported 
by Parliament ; a Parliament which, unfaithful 
to its truftj had either flept on duty, or treacbe- 
rquily betrayed it to the enemy. He remarked 
the ferious and fteady temper v/hich the People 
hud at length been roufed to afluine, and was 
plcafcd to find the Country in a difpofition to 
be no farther trifled with ; the capricCvS of a ' 
Minifter were no longer to be acquiefeed in ; , 
no farther compliance with his ruinous pixi.f- a 
could be fubmitted to: — Had an equal iphic 
actuated the Public feme years .ago, and i^ad 
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thef< bee»mble to imprefs their fenfe upon Par- 
liament then, a ^5,, unjuft in its principles and 
ratnous in its confdijtiences, would have either 
toen entifely prevented or brought to an earlier 
period. He rejoiced, however, in the profpec'ls 
that now open. He faw betteriprinciples revive, 
and hoped for better confe<Juences from them! 
He conlidered all other means of retrieving the 
Public and preferving its Conftitution as futile 
and nugatory, and relied on an amended Re- 
prefetitation of the People in Parliament ; this 
he looked on as efi'ectual, permanent, and 
exempt from viciffitude and change. 

, He then turned !o the rcfourccs of this 
^mntry, and affirmed that the experience of 
• laft year has proved that they are not ex- 
haufted quite. I'hc fuppreffion of that illicit 
trade, which grc^v out of our late fyftcm of 
fixi^ce, opens a fairer profpea. The taxes 
which have been lately impaled,' he acknow- 
icaged were heavy, but they were neceffary 
too i they were not impofed for neW deftrudivc 
j^txeds } their purpofe was to liquidate a debt 
of thirty millions of money, the laft fad legacy 
of calamity bequeathed by a wretched Miniftry 
to this ubhappy Country. ..The meafures that 
ra|>e now purfoed, originate in confummate 
.acknowledged abilities and integrity.. The 
amendment. '^ our Reprefentation is now the 
mearare of a Government which’ does not 
feqnirc corruption to juftify^its conduft ; and 
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an amended Heprcferitation alters profpcrit^"^ 
to the Country. 

Mr, John Milnes. As fVas ever an advo- 
cate for the bufinefs of thU day^j^f : heartily 
congratulate you upon a greater prbfpeA of 
fuccefs and I am happy to think that the 
conduft of many of us, at the late pounty 
Addrefs Meeting, has greatly gained US the 
confidence of thofe who were before fearful or 
our proceedings ; we then convinced them we ’ 
were equally friends to the juft Prerogatives of : 
the Ch'owii and the Liberties of the People; 
indeed the neceflity of a Parliamentary Reforrb 
feems to be more generally allowed of than ever. 
No where, in my opinion, is there a more 
ring inftance of the defective ftate of our Re-' 
’prefentation than in the manufa<fturing part of' 
the Weft-Riding of this County^ A manuftnftbry * 
C the cloathing inanufaSfory ) which employs forn^v, 
hundred thoufands of people, and brings in to 
the Country upwards of three millions fterling^ 
annually, yet fends not one Angle Member to’ 
Parliament, nor has any Reprefentative thefe^i^ 
nnlefs you will except thofe who are fent by thb" 
County at iarge. How difproportioiiatc this,> 
when many finall towns and villages, and thofe" 
alfo under influence, fend each two Members tbf' 
Parliament# . 

Mr. Ghadrman, I now beg leave to in treat 
C^cntlem€n*s indulgence to a circufnftance which^ 
j>affed at the late County Addrefs Meeting, for^ 

it 
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it fecim pj^rt of Colonel Tliornton’s fpecch 
rd^ting to inc was fo much mifunderltood, tlut 
^ idea has gone forth that I had the title of a 
Baro|iet offered me to fupport the Addrefs : As 
confcious of having had no fuch offer made 
me, or of ever having told Colonel Thornton 
fo, I immediately after the Meeting waited upon 
poloncl Thornton for an explanation, who dc- 
clared, that what he had alluded to was a con- 
verfation which had palfcd three years before, 
and which I can afihre you was intended as no 
than a joke. Colonel Thornton more- 
over declared, that he was extremely forry ibr 
having made mention of it, and that he meant 
^ kind of offence to me whatlbever. I again 

e a converfation with Colonel Thornton, and 
apology was very full and fatisfaclory. My • 
. left the wall of the C*iffle-yard along 

with Sir W* Foulis, Mr. Banks, and others, to 
get fotpe refreihment, before Colonel Thornton 
made that part of his fpeech relating to me, 
will, I hope, apologize for this intfufion. 

. £arl Fauconbero declared himfelf ambitious 
of the attention of fo reipeclable and numerous 
a Meeting of the freeholders <-of, the County*—* 
l^ough a Peer of the Realm, . he eonfidered 
^himfelf at liberty to exprefs his wifhes to fee 
file Reprefentation of the Peppje put. upon a 
better footing, and alfo his confidence in thofe 
who have now the honour td called 
Mtjefty’s Councils, and whom hejs,h;^py to 

fee 
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fee enjoy the concurrent approbation of botK 
the Crown and People. congratulated the 

County upon a Reprefentarive (Mr. Duncombe) 
whole integrity, folidity, attention, Judge- 
ment did honour, to their choice, and'^hom he 
confidered as a kibd of balance to the defefh of 
our Reprefentation. He abjured all Republican 
ideas ; the example of 1658 however he thought 
deferved attention ; for at that time Reprefenta- 
tive$ were added to the Counties, and alfo to 
the Commercial Towns. His Lordfliip then 
adverted to the improvement of our revenues, 
in confequence of the new laws and regulations 
to reftrain the illicit pradlice of Smuggling j 
and affirmed that in the year 1784 the Cuftoms 
had increafed 400,000!. and the Excife no lefi^> 
than a million. He alfo declared that inftead ojf 
being againll us. Exchange was now 9 and 9^ 
per cent, in our favour, lea, which had been 
formerly fmuggled into Britain by our enemies, 
with a view to diftreis us, and which had actually 
effected a Ibfs to the revenue of 2,000,000!. per 
ai num, was now imported by our own Com- 
mercial Companies ; by which means that fum 
of 2,coo,obol. which would otlicrwife have gone 
to France, now flows into our own coffers under 
the condud: and aufpices of better Minifters^ 
3 vh*^fe views, extending beyond the little confi- 
derations of places and emoluments, comprehend 
both our Con flit utional and Commercial lute- 
3 refts| under the direciipn of that virtuous and 

able 
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able who not only is, but has the 

profpea of long continuing, the Minifter of this 
Country. With fo fr.uch good in view, tliere- 
f<»e, and with pdrfons placed in refponfible 
fituations by the aift- of the Sovereign and an. 
plituie of the People, we ihottji^ :bear as men, for 
a while, thole burdens which are xinfortunatelv 
but neceffarilyy laid upon us. Our refources 
thus increafe, and our manufactures, particularly 
in the Weft-Riding, will improve j the reftraints 
on fmuggling will fave to this Country that great 
quantity of wool that has been carried out to 
our enemies the French, and which they have 
occafion for to work up that of their own 
nation, and confequcntly prevent their being 
our rivals in that brancli of trade ; our Ihipping 
wUl increafe, and with it our Naval ftrength,-^ 
Let us then with a fobcr patience for a little u hile 
CTcpe^f the benefits of tJiefe meafiires, and our 
confidence will be necelTarily confirmed* 

, Could not lupprefs his en- 

tire fatisfaflion in feeing the pi*eftnt Meeting, 
dhe condufk of Che Freeholders, he obferved, 
had realized the public efteem in which they 
were univerfaUy heldJ He exprefled his high 
opinion of tlie prelcnt Minifter; but ftill re- 
connnentted to them not to rely on any Mini- 
fter, however, well d^pofcd, but to place their 

confidence only in that whidi coqkl not deceive 
them, and muft be lafting.r~a Reformation of 
Parliament. What the conlequence .Of their 

application 
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application to tht’! f onfc of Commons would ImI 
he could not tell; he therefore urged, them, at 
all events, to perfevere in t^s purfuit ; and de- 
clared, that if they fhould eyeii be fc^ed now, 
when this prolpeA is fo fair, it was his ' deter- 
mined refolution^i^ver to abandon the meafufe. 
Mr. WwiLLii I will addrefe myfelf to you in 
a few words only. — As the County of York has 
taken fo decided a part in favour of Parliament- 
ary Reformation, againft every effort of a cor- 
rupt Government to fuppreis their feelings, it 
would be truly furprifing if the Freeholders had 
remained ina<aive on this oCcafion, when Go- 
vernment takes fo decided a part in its favour. 

I think, therefore, the County is much obliged 
to thofe Gentlemen who ligned the Kcquilitioni ' 
and ftill morefo to the worthy fiigh-Sheriff,who,’‘ 
by complying with their requcfl, has once more, 
given us an opportunity to declare our fentiv 
ments upon the queilion. ’ . 

I he Petition before you has my hearty ap- 
probation ; it had alfo the approbation of the 
Gounty in two fuccelfive Meetings ; but unex- 
ceptionable as it appears to me, there may be 
pcntleinen who arc not yet fully convinced of 
tts propriety, though ^hey have not rifen to ex* 
^K! diffent. • . The queffion has been fo 

3bly dlfcufled on former occafions, and fo much 

as been TaidJn fovour of Reformation on the 
e true grounds of Government, and the Prin-' 
ciples of our Conftitutio®, that I defpair of bei 
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ing able'tll throw any new light on the fubjcd 
in that general view : I therefore wilh to coiu 
fine my ohfervations to fome recent fads that 
have happened* fince the laft Petition was pre- 
fented to Parliament, which feein to afford new 
arguments for the meafure. Or to confirm the 
old. 

The late heavy burdens which have been un- 
avoidably impofed on the public, prefent one 
ftrong argument for Parliamentary Reformation. 
Jive years ago this country, and the kingdom 
at Ivirge, groaning under the preflure of calamity, 
ftood lor ward to petition Pai'iiament for an Oc- 
cononucal Reform, and very intelligibly implied 
tts earneft wHh for the difcontinuance^ of the 
American War. The fenfe of the Country was 
then very well underftood to be againli that 
War : It was irhpoflible Parliament could miftake 
it 5* yet, from ah improper leaning towards the 
Minifter, Parliament refufed to comply. The 
war was therefore protraded for two years 
more, at an c^tpence exceeding Fifty Millions ; 
and by this treachery to the Public a neceflity 
was incurred for thoVc heavy burthens, w^hich 
have been impofed* by two fucceflive Admi- 
niftrations for the laft two years. Parliament 
therefore requires Reformation ; for if Pav- 
liament could fupport a Minifter in the prole- 
cution of a war againft the manifeft fenfe ot 
the People,, what reafon have wc to truft that 
future Parliaments may not fupport a Minifter 

. in 



C 5<S7 1 

in commencing a war againft the fi^fe of the 
People. If the fpirit of liberty, therelQre, were 
extinct in this Country ; if the People were 
dead to every ienfe of theit Conftitutipnal 
Rights j— yet^ in an oeconomical view only, it 
would be their ini^reft to fupport a ParliamenN 
ary Reformation. 

A ftill ftronger argument arifes out of the late 
Eaft-IndiaBill, and the difputes confequent upon 
it. By toucliing on this delicate fubjed:, it is far 
from my intention to provoke a debate foreign 
to the quefrlon before the Meeting ; Hill lefs do 
I mean to give tlie fmalleft offence to thofe Gen- 
tlemen who hold fen tirticnts on the fubjefl dif- 
ferent from my own. I have experierjeed their 
candour on many occafions ; I refpecl their ge- 
neral principles, and I hope I lliall hot give any 
perlonal offence, as it is my purpofe ftudioufly 
to avoid it. On the one hand Gentlemen com- 
plain, that the privileges of the lluufe of Com- 
mons have been violated by the j^iuiffer’s ftayjng 
in office after that Houfe had declared its want 
of confidence in him ; they lament the fallen 
dignity of that Houfe ; they lament that it has 
Joft the ancient confidence of the Public. Hpw , 
IS this fact to be accounted for, but by admitting 
|hat the fufpicion of Parliamentary Corruption 
has become general? The nation kn^w, that in 
^I'imcrous inftances a few. great Lord^ appointed 
their Deputies to fit in that Houfe, and that 
,,^^ny more were returned to Parliament by the 
a a little 
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Uttk vei# Boroughs. They felt themfelvcs 
pnly the nominal Conftituent of Parliament, 
thence inferred, that no' common interefl 
fubfifting between- Parliament and the body oi 
the Nation, Parliament might a<9: a part directly 
oppofite to the fenfc and ini^eft of the Nation. 
And hence again the facility with which the 
Oppofers of the India Bill impreffed the Public 
with the almoft univerfal fenfe of its dangerous 
confequence, and the necelfity of fupporting the 
Minifter of the Crown againft an unfaithful Par- 
Uament^ The confidence of the Nation, there- 
fore, can only be reftored to Parliament by the 
fuGceis of the meafure which has been now pro- 
posed to you. On the other hand, many think 
the India BiU a meafure big with the moll dan- 
gerous cpnfequenccs : By vetting the influence 
of that great Commercial Company in a few 
Ariftocratical Perfons, a new Power would have 
been created unknown to the Conftitution, and 
Utterly fubverfive of it v an Ariftocracy would 
have been formed, which, aided by the Treafury 
of Bengal, would Ixavc becit* able, and perhaps 
willing, to degrade the Crown to the ground, 
and trample alfo the rights and privileges of the 
Peojplc under their feet. This danger is, for the 
prefent, clcaped ; but if the abufes of Repre- 
jfentation remain uncorre<tted, it may foon return 
^^in. Famous and corrupt m^orities may be 
formed once more 5 againft thefe therefore, we 
mutt guard : For if thefe fliould at any time 

fuccccd* 
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Succeed, the due balance of the Cdtiftitution 
niuil be for ever overturned. There was a 
time when the danger of innovalioh was much 
infilled on by cool and cautidtis ‘ and 

it is not furprifing, while meafures of fuch 
magnitude are agisted by private individuals 
only, or aflbmblies of the People, that fears of 
this nature fliould have their weight with men 
nt' moderate or timid tempers. I have the plea-j' 
I’urc, however, to obferve, that innovation is no 
longer confidered but as a vilionary fear: For 
when the meafurc is taken up by Government* 
irfclf ; when a plan of Reformation is ptopbfed 
b)’ a Minifter who has proved himfelf a Friend 
to the Conftitution in all its branches, it is im-*, 
poiliblc to fuppofc that any change can be in-* 
tended, by which the lawful Power of the Crown 
v/ould be impaired, or the juft and antient Rights 
cf the People be invaded. The improved pro- 
ipe<:^of fuccefs is another argument which ftrongly 
pcri’uades the adoption of this meafure; for when 
can a Petition be more fcafonable than at a lime 
''^hen there is every reafon to believe it will re- 
ceive the fupport even of Government itfelf * 
The Public is well apprised that I have had the 
honbur of having fome'communication with Mr. 
^ht; but what I fay On this topic, I do not 'bring 
forward on any authority, but merely colleft 
from what is equally notorious to the Public as 
"^0 tnyfelf. From the laft claufe in “the King's * 
^peech^ ekplained as it was by Mr. Pitt's com- 
A a 2 meat 
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tnent upon it in the Houfe of Commons, it 15 
manifcft that the Cabinet does not difapprove 
Mr. Pittas intention honejlly and boldly^ as a 
Man and as a Mintjler^ to fupport a Parliament- 
ary Reform, otherwife we fliQuld have heard of 
diffentions in th-c Cabinet ; ^tit this not having 
been the cafe, it is juft to infer the probability 
of their fupport. Thus future faftions and cor- 
rupt combinations of Men will be cut off, the 
Crown will be fafe, and the People gratified in 
their deareft wifti. Many other parts of the 
kingdom, I have no doubt, will concur in the 
Meafures of this County ; but if the People of 
England fliould be fo loft to every fenfe of juft 
polices as to (^ifregard the fate of a queftion, in 
v^^hich all their moft valuable interefts arc in- 
volved, the honour of having fupported that 
queftion to the laft will belong exclufivcly to 
Yorkfliire, and the fpirit of the Englifli Peopk 
at large muft be acknowledged to be loft. But 
I augut' no fuch ill — ^you will be well followed 
by the nation — ^Parliament will take the meafure 
from you— the Minifter will prefs it upon Par- 
liament— Reprefentation will be reformed — and 
the Conftitution will be faved* 


ON 
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ON Saturday the lathinftant, at a general 
and very numerous Meeting of the Freemen 
and Inhabitants of the City of Yorkj C^jnvened, 
in compliance with a ReqmfitiQfl, by the Right 
Honourable the Lp|jd Mayor at the Gu^dhaB, ^ 
fimilar Petition was agreed to,, and addfefli^ 
“to the' Honourable the Commons^ of Great- 
“ Brit<un in Parliament aflemblcd, and praying 
“ them to take into their moft ferious conJldefa- 
“ tion, the prefent inadequate Reprefentation 
“ of the People in Parliament, and to apply 
“ fuch remedy to that alarming evil as to them 
“ may feem meet.”— Both in the County and 
City there prevailed the moft perfect unanimity 
in the purfuit of this vaft Conftitutional object. 


Paper V, 
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Paper V. 

Debate in the Hotife cf Commons, on Monday the 
1 8/A of April j 1785, on a Motion by the Right 
Hon. William Pitt, to ariiend the Rcprcfciita- 
tion ojlibe People in Parliament. 


M r. Chancellor Pitt rofe to call the atten- 
tion of*the Houfe to the important fub- 
jecl of a Reform in the Reprefentation of the 
People. It was unnecelfary for him to fay how 
mtich this fubjeft ought to engage the attention 
of Gentlemen, and how nearly it was connected 
with every other intcreft which could be impor- 
tant to Englilhmcn. 

In entering upon this fubjefl:^ he faid, he was 
a^vare of the divifion of fentiment, and of the 
pertinacity with which fome men adhered to 
Opinions inimical to every fpecies of Refonn. 
But he rofc with hopes infinitely more fanguiitc 
than lie ever felt before, and with hopes which 
he conceived to be rationally and folidly founded. 
There never was a moment when the minds of 
Men were more enlightened on this interefting 
topic than now ; there never was a moment 
when they were more prepared for its difeuffion. 
A great many objections which from time to 

time 
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time had been adduced againft Reform, would 
not lie againft the Propofitions which he in- 
tended to fubmit to the Houfc; and the queftion 
was in truth new in all ite lhapes to the prefent 
parliament. 

He was fenfible of the dilEcuIty which there 
w'as now, and ever muft be in propofing a Plan 
of Reform. The number of Gentlemen who 
were hoftile to Reform, were a phalanx which 
ought to give alarm to any individual upon 
riling to fuggeft fuch a meafurc. Thofe who, 
with a fort of fuperftitious awe, reverence the 
Conftitution fo much as to be fearful of touch'* 
ing even its defeats, had always reprobated every 
attempt to purify the Reprefentation. They ac- 
knowledged its inequality and corruption, but 
in their enthuliafm for the grand fabric, they 
would not fuffer a reformer with unhallowed 
hands to repair the injuries which it fuffered 
from time. , Others, who perceiving the defici- 
encies that had arifen fronx dircumftanccs, were, 
folicitous of their amendment, yet refitted the 
attempt, under the argument, that when once 
we had prefumed to touch the Conftitution in 
one point, the awe which had heretofore kept 
us back from the daring caterprize of innoya'* 
tion, might abate, and there was no forefedipg 
to what alarming lengths we might progrcffiyely 
go under the maik of Reformation. Olliers 
tliere were, but for thefe he coufeffed he had 
uot the iame reipeA, who confidcred the prefent 
A a 4 , 
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ftatc of Reprefentation as pure and adequate to 
all its purpofes, and perfeclly confiftent with the 
jfirft principles of Reprefentation. The fabric 
o£ the Houle of Commons was an ancient pile, 
Jon which they had been all taught to look with 
reverence and awe: from theit cradles they had 
been accuftomed to view it as a pattern of per- 
'fcclion ; their anceftors had enjoyed frcedoni 
and prolperity under it ; and therefore an at- 
tempt to make any alterations in it, would be 
deemed by fomc enthuhaftic admirers of anti- 
quity, as impious and facrilegious. No one re- 
verenced the venerable Fabric more than he did; 
but all mankind knew, that the bell inftitutions, 
like human bodies, carried in thcmfelves the 
£eeds of decay and corruption ; and therefore 
he thought himfelf juftifiable in propollng reme- 
dies againft this corruption, which the frame of 
the Conftitution mull neceffarily experience in 
the lapfe of years, if not prevented* by wife and 
Judicious regulations. 

, To .men who argued in this manner, he did 
not prefume to addrefs his Propolitions, for I'uch 
men he defpaired of convincing ; but he had 
wdbgrounded hopes, that in what he fliould 
jnfier to the JJoufe, he fhouid be able to convince 
Gentlemen of the former deferiptions, that tho* 
t^hey had argued fo ftrongly againft general and 
^^explained notions of Reform, their arguments 
:would not weigh againft the precile and explicit 
Propofition which it, was his purpofe tofubmit 

to 
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to them. The objection to Reform^ under the 
idea of innovation, would not hold good agviinft 
his fuggeftion, for it was not an innovation on 
any known and clear principle of the Conftitu- 
tion. Their objection to Reform, becaufe it 
might introduce habits of change and alteration, 
of which no man might forciec the extent ot 
termination, would be equally inappliclWe to 
his Plan, for in lus mivd it would be complete 
and iinal. In his mind it would comprehend 
all that a rational reformer would think it ne« 
cCiTary now. or at anytime to do, and would 
therefore give no liccnle to future or more ex- 
tenfive fehemes. The argument, that no altera- 
tion of the number of ISIcmbers compofing the 
Houfe ought at any time to be fufFcrcd — and that 
no Reform of the Reprefentation in what was 
emphatically called the corrupt parts ought to be 
accompUfhed by an a£l of Power, would be 
equally inapplicable — for, by his Proppfition, he 
nicant to lay it down as a lirft principle, that 
the number of the Houfe ought to remain the 
fame, and that the Reform of decayed Boroughs 
pnght not to proceed on disfranchifement.— 
Ihis, he faid, was the third eftbrt made by Mm, 
hnee he had the honour of a fear in Parliament, 
fo prevail upon the Legillaturc to adopt a Re- 
in the Reprefentation of the People. He 
had twice failed in his endeavours to efteff this 
faiutary purpofe, and yet he v(ras not difeouraged 
from renewing them this day: he was encou- 
raged 
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rag’cd by two circumfiances which he hstd not 
ia his favour on the former occaiions. The 
Reform which he now meant to propofe, was 
more confiftent with the views of the beft and 
^moft moderate men; and this was a new Houfe 
of Commons, that had never been confulted on 
the fubjeft of Reform, and confequently had 
4BOt,4ike the two laft, negatived a Propofition 
'made for introducing it* Therefore, though 
the fubjeft might be thought ftale by the Public, 
as it had been fo frequently debated, it was per- 
fe(SJ:ly ,new to the Houfe of Commons which he 
had then the honour to aJdrefs, in which it had 
never yet been debated. 

That gentlemen ihould have fet themfelvcs 
againft general and unqualified notions of Re- 
form he did not much wonder ; and that they 
ihould be ftill more inimical to the vague, im* 
prafticable, and inconclufive chimeras, which 
had been thrown out at different times by dif- 
"forent reformers, he was not afloni&ed* Re- 
verencing the Conftitution, and feeling all the 
pride of an Engliihman on the experience ot its 
beauty, even with all its blemifhes, it was no 
wonder that Gentlemen ihould be alarmed at 
.feggeftions which were founded on no principle, 
jnnd which admitted of no limit. But there 
Were certain Propofitioxis, in which he bad rea- 
to think that all men muft coincide. 

- 4f there were any ipectfic means of purifying 
the Rate of Reprefentation on its firft principle* 

without 
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without danger of 'titering the fabric, and witfc* 
out leaving it either in uncertainty or difordcf, 
I'uch means ought, with becoming caution, to 
be ufed. ^ * 

On this clear and indifputable Propofition it 
was that he wiflied to go. It was becaufe he 
imagined that a Plan might be formed, conge^^ 
nial with the firft principles of Reprefentation, 
which would reform the prefent inadctpiate 
Hate, and provide in all future times for as ade* 
quatc and perfect a ftate of Rcprefeniation as 
they could exped to arrive af in the prefent 
drcumftances of the country. He was aware, 
when he fpoke in this manner, that the idea of 
general and complete Reprefentation, fo as to 
comprehend every individual, and give him life 
pcrfonal fliare in the Legiflature of the country, 
was a thing incompatible with the populatioia 
and ttate of the kingdom. The practicable de- 
finition of whaft the popular branch of our Lc- 
giflature was at this day, he took to be precifely 
this; — Afleml% freely elected, between 
whom and the mafe m the People there was the 
ciofeft union and moft perfect fympatliy.^^ Sucji 
an Houfe of Commons it was the purpofe of the 
Conftitution originally to cre£t, and fuch an 
Houfe of Commons }t was the wilh of every* 
reformer now to eftabiifh. Thofe who went 
farther~thofe who went to ideas of individual 
Reprefentation, deluded thcml'elves with im- 

poffibilities ; 
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poflibilities $ and took the attention of the Pub- 
lic from that fober and practicable path in which 
they might travel fafely and witli'eafe, to launch 
them into an unbounded fea, where they had 
no pilot to direct, and no ftar to guide them. 

: Solicitous as he was of Reform, he never 
could countenance vague and unlimited notions. 
It was his with to fee the Houfe adopt a fober 
and^prafticable fchenie, which ftiould have for 
its bafis the original principle of Reprefentation, 
and fliould produce the object which every lover 
of our Conftitution muft have in view, a Houfe 
of Commons between whom and the People 
there fliould exift the fame intereft and the moft 
perfect fympathy and union. It was his pur- 
pofe to fee an arrangement made, which, while 
it corrected the prelent inadequate Hate of Re- 
prefentation, fhould keep it adequate when 
made fo, . and ftiould give to the Conftitution 
purity, confiftency, and, if poflible, immortality. 
Such was the fanguine idea w'hich he entertained 
from his project,, and fudlfhe trufted would be 
the fcntiment of the Houfe upon its expofition. 
Whatever argument might be adduced againft 
itsprafticability, and what againft its expedi- 
ency, he trufted that the old argument of in- 
novation would not be alledged. As he had 
&id it was not an innovation, and he was fure 
tibat Gentlemen would agree with him in tliis 
featiment, when they turned their eyes with 
him back to the carlieft periods of our hiftory. 
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and traced th^ pradice of our anceftors in the 
pureft days; i . ^ ' 

He co.nfidercd it on fuch a review, as one of 
the moft indifputable doftrines of antiquity, 
that the ftate of Reprefentation was to be 
changed with the change of circumftances* As 
far back as the period of the reign of Edward L 
which was the firft time when they could ^ trace 
cUflin£l deferiptions of men in the Reprefenta* 
lion, the dofttine of change was clearly und6r^ 
flood- The Counties were not uniform ; the 
number of Members was frequently varied ; 
and from that period to the reign of Charles H. 
there were few reigns in which Reprefentation 
was not varied, and in which it did not under-^ 
go diminutions or fiuftuations of fome kind or 
other- Thofe changes were owing to the diC* 
cretion which was left in4hc Executive Branches 
of the Legiflature, to fummon or not to fum- 
mon whom they pleafed to Parliament. The 
Executive Branch of the Legiflature was vefted 
with this diferetion on no other principle, than 
that the places which njight for the time beings 
have fuch a fhare in the general fcale of the 
People, as fliodld entitle them, or rather fubje^ 
theni^ to the duty of fending Members to the 
Reprefentativc Body, might be appointed to 
fo- In this very diferetionary Power the 
principle of alteration was vifible, and it mani- 
fefted the original notion which our forefathers 
had of Reprefentation to be this: That wher^ 
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it was impoflible that every individual of a po* 
pulous country could make choice of a Rcpre- 
fentative, the talk fliould be committed to * 
fuch Bodies of Men as might be collected toge- 
ther in communities in the fcveral diftricts of 
the kingdom > — and as fuch communities muft 
from their nature be fluctuating and moveable, 
tiiat the Crown ftiould have the diferetion of 
pointing out which of them were proper from 
their fize and fcalc to execute this duty for the 
reft. Every man muft acknowledge that to 
'have exercifed this diferetion otherwife than 
£3undly, muft have been a high grievance ; and 
he needed not to fay that if it were now veiled 
in the Crown, and that Minifters might fix on 
fiach places as they pleafed for the choice of 
Members, there was not a man in England who 
would not confider the Liberties of his Country 
as extinguilhed. Such diferetion, however, did 
exift, and he mentioned it to fhew, that Prin- 
ciples in Reprefentation had been departed from, 
and had their exiftence no longer. The argu- 
againft change was an argument againft 
the experience of every period of our hiftory. 
Tb^re had not been of late any addition to the 
County {bare in the Reprefentation > except in- 
deed of the Palatines, of the Principality of 
and of another addition which had been 
tiMie fince the period-at which it was common 
to fifty that our Conftitution was fixed, the^Re* 

volutioHj 
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volution, liamdy, the addition of aU that pan 
of the united kingdom called Scotland. 

But in the Borough Reprefentation the changes 
had been infinitely more common. Gentlemen 
had undoubtedly read, that of the Boroughs 
which uled formerly to fend Members to Par- 
liament, fi^enty-two had been disfranchifcd^ 
that was to fay, that the Crown had ceafed to ^ 
fummon them at General EleiSlions to return 
Burgcffes to the Houfe of Commons. After tho 
Reftoration, thirty-lix of thefe Boroughs peti- 
tioned Parliament to be rdlored to the excrcife 
of their ancient franchife ; their prayer was 
granted j and to this day they continued to 
enjoy it. But the other thirty-fix not having 
prefented any Petition on the fubjeft, had not 
recovered their loft franchife. Upon this . 
would be bold to fay, that confidering the 
ftoration of the former, and the continued de- > 
privation of the latter, the fpirit of the Con- 
liitutioh had been grofsly violated, if it was 
true, (but which he denied) that the extenfion 
to one fet of Boroughs of the franchife of re- 
turning Members to Parliament, and the refiimp- 
tion of it 'from, others, was a violation of the 
Conftitution : for if the numbers could not ori- 
ginally have been conftitutionally increafed, fo 
they could not conftitutionally have been dimi-. 
uifiicd ; but having been once diminifhed, to* 
.reftore them might by feme be faid to make ax|. , 
innovation : and if the Parliament had any au- - 

thority 
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thority t6 reftore the franchife, the Principle of 
Rcftoration ought to have been extended to the; 
feventy-two Boroughs, and not confined to one 
half of them. Here then it appeared manifeft, 
that the whole was governed by a principle, 
which militated directly againft the modern doc- 
trine, that to do what had been conl^ntly done 
for ages, by the wifeft of our anceftors, was to 
innovate upon tlic Conftitution. The feventy- 
two Boroughs in queftion had difeontinued to 
return Members, becaufc they had fallen into 
decay. "I hirty-lix of them afterwards recovered 
their franchife, wlicn they recovered thrir former 
wealth and population; but the other thirty-fix 
not having renovated their former vigour and 
confequcnce in the State, remained to this day 
deprived of the franchife which had been taken 
from them, when they loft the wealth and popu- 
lation, on account of which they had originally 
obtained it. 

' Wliy then was there a greater obje^Eion to 
any change in the Reprefentation of certain Bo- 
roughs now than there had been in former pe- 
riods ? Wliy \vcrc they more facred now than 
the thirty-fix Boroughs whidi had been dil- 
franchifed, and which noW had ho ftiarc in the 
Reprefentation of the Country? The s^rguments 
that inllucnced Gentlemen againft any change 
now, would have equally operated againft the 
thirty-fix Boroughs which had from time to 
time been extiiiguifiied, as Well as againft the 

fame 
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fame number, which having been aboliflied, 
were, fiom a change of their circumftanccs, re- 
inflated in their privilege. In thole earlier pe- 
riods, fuch was the notion of Reprefentation, 
that as one Borough decayed, and another arofe, 
the one was aboiiflied, and the other invefted 
with the light j and alterations took place from 
accident or caprice, which, however, fo far as 
they went, flood good anil valid. The alter- 
ations were not made by Principle ; they did 
not urife from any fixed rule laid down and in- 
\arial)ly purfued, but they were founded in 
tlmt n^'tioii which gave the difcrctionary Power 
to tlic Crown, viz. that the principal places, and 
not liie decayed Bi>roughs, iliould be c.iiicd 
upon to cxercitc tlic Rigiit of 
lie contended, therefore, that tlic fame notion 
flu.uld now prevail, but that it (hould be refeu- 
cvl Ironi that accident and caprice in which it 
hid before been involved — that tlic altcratiou 
iliould be made on priitcipic — and that they 
fiiould eftablifh thi:^ as a clear and eternal axiom 
in Rcprcfcutation~that it flrould always be the 
lame~that^ flxould not depend upon locality 
name, but upon number and Ciuiditi on, and 
that a ftandard iliould be iix^d for its fize. He 
'vould fubmit to the world which }f the two 
^verc moft anxious for the preforvatiua of the 
^figinal Principle of the Conititulion, he who 
''"as tor maintaining the exterior and name of 
Reprefentation, when the fubftance was gone, 
lie who, preferring the fubflaiicc and reality 
II. B b of 
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of Reprefentation to the name and exterior, was 
folicitous of changing its feat from one part of 
the Country to another, as one place mighc 
flouyfl^ and another decay. It was his idea, 
that if they could deduce any good Principles 
from theory, and apply them to practice, it was 
their duty to do fo. It was then the theory, 
and it had been the practice in all times to adapt 
the Reprefentation to the ftatc of the Country ; 
and this was exactly what it was his intention 
to recommend to the Iloufc. Now and in all 
future time to adapt the Reprefentation to the 
ftate of the Country, was tlic idea of Reform 
which he entertained. 

Perhaps Gentlemen would be apt to exclaim 
that this contradicted the declaration witli which 
he fet out, viz. that the plan which he meant to 
propofe would be final and complete. Wlicn 
they came, however, to hear the whole of Id's 
idea, he trufted they would find that his Propo- 
iition had in view not only an immediate Re- 
form, but that it comprehended an arrangement 
which niuft operate in all future time, and pro- 
vide for tlie changes which in Sc nature of 
things mull inccffantly arife in a country like 
Britain. He willed to eftabliih a permanent 
rule to operate like the diferetion out of which 
our prefent Conftitution had fprung. That dil- 
cretion would be very improper to exift now? 
though in ruder times it wsis not fo dangerous 
when Reprefentation was rather a burden than 
•a privilege, rather a duty than an objeft of 

ambition. 
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ambition. For that difcrction he was no advo* 
cate; but he wiflicd to remind Gentlemen^ tliat 
that diicretionary power had never been wrefted 
from the hands of the Executive Branch of the 
J.cgillaturc, and that to this day there exifted 
but the acl of Union to prevent the Crown from 
adding to or dimiuifliing the number of that 
Houle. }^y tlic acl of Union the proportionate 
nun.bcrs for the two parts of the kingdom were 
iirvcd, and from the date of that act, but not 
dll tliat act, the diferclion of die Crown was at 
an end. 

'Die argument of wlthftanding all Reforma- 
from the fear id' the ill coiirequeuccs that 
might cnfuc, made Gentlemen come to a {(>rt of 
conipromifc ith ihemfcives. We arc Ihnjible 
certain defects ; we feci ccrlai’'. iiicoiiveni- 
ciiccs in die prcfenc Rate of Repreferf ition ^ 
but tearing that we may make it worfc by al- 
teration, we will be content with it as it is.*' 
liiis was a fort of argument to wliich he could 
not give his countenance. If Gentlemen had at 
all times been content with tliL lort rif average, 
the nation would have lolt much of tliat excel- 
lence of which our Con^litution now liad to 
boaft. Who would fay but that tlic excellence 
ot the Couftitution was the fruit of conftant 
iniprovcmcnt ? To prove this fact required but 
hide illuftration. It was, for inilancc, a firfl 
principle in our Conftitution, that Parliament 
liiould meet as frequently as the exigcncioJt^of 
State Ihould require. This was a clear 
B b 4 principle 
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principle, but the periods were not fixed,— 
Praftice, however, had improved on this prin- 
ciple, and now it was eilablilhed that Parlia* 
ment lliould annually meet. 

Something like that which he meant now to 
recommend, did take place in very early pe- 
riods of our hiftory. It was remarkable that 
James I. with all his high notions of diferetion- 
ary power, ftated, in his firft Proclamation for 
calling a Parliament, that the Sheriffs of tlic 
Counties lliould not direct fucli Boroughs to 
fend Members as were fo utterly ruined as t j 
be incapable or unintitlcd to contribute tluir 
fliarc to tlic Reprefentation of the Country. 
Another period of our hiftory, which, what- 
ever objection he might have to the general 
principles, had given rife to many falutary Iciw;^ ; 
he meant in the days of Cromwell ; it was de- 
clared by the Protestor that there Ihould be a 
greater proportion of Knights than of Burgefle^ 
in the lioufc of Commons. He mentioned this 
authority, for which, as he had faid, he had, ifi 
the general, no great reverence, (whofe oppo- 
fition to Charles 1. began in licentioufnefs, and 
proceeded, as licentioufnefs always did, to ty- 
ranny) becaufe it would flicw, that whatever 
was his general, refpeft for the Conftitution ot 
the Country, he clearly Ihewed that he thought 
Reprefentation Ihould be proportioned to the 
People reprefented. Lord Claremion, in fpe:dc- 
ing of the Plan of Cromwell, had laid, and it 
was to be found m his writings, “ That it 'vai 
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worthy of a more warrantable authority, and 
of better times.** From'thefe circuniftanccs, 
lie thought that a doubt could not be left on 
ihc mind, but that it always had been the prin- 
ciple of Reprefentation that it fliould change 
vdih the changes which the country might en- 
dure, and that it fliould not be merely confined, 
as he had faid, to exterior and locality. 

Feeling, therefore, that this was the clear prin- 
ciple of Reprefentation, he begged the Houfe to 
remember, that he had told them in tlic oiitfet 
that his Plan 'A'as free from the objection of al- 
tering the number of the Houfe, and alfo from 
the objection of making any change in the Bo- 
roughs by disfranchifement : his Plan con lifted 
of two paifts ; the firft was more immediate 
than the other, but they were both gradual, 
file firft was calculated to procure an early, if 
not an immediate change of the Reprefentatioa 
of tlic Boroughs ; and the fccond was intended 
cftablifli a rule, by which the Reprefentation 
Ihould change with the changes of the Country. 
It was the clear and determined opinion of every 
fpecuUtift, that there fliould be an alteration of 
‘Uc prefent proportion between the Counties 
Boroughs, and that in the cliange, a larger 
proportion of Members fliould be given for the 
populous places, than for places that neither had 
property nor people. 

It Was therefore his intention to fubmit to the 
Boufc, to provide. That the Members oi a ccr- 
Bb3 
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lain number of Boroughs of the laft defcriptlon, 
that is, of Boroughs* decayed, ftiould be diftri. 
buted among the Counties. He would take 
the criterion, by which he fliould judge wh.it 
Boroughs were decayed, from the number of 
houfes; and this was a mode of judgement which 
was not liable to error, and which he conccivcil 
to be perfeAly confiftent with the original prin- 
ciple of Reprefentation. He fhould propofi', 
that thefe Members fhould be transferred to the 
Counties, beginning wdth thofe that Rood in tlic 
greateft need of adtlition. The nature of fucli 
a Reform as this was in its nature limited j for, 
if once the ftandard for the loweft County 
fixed, tlic proportion for all muff be the lame, 
and it would be impoflible to add more for any 
one County than for the rcll. In this view ot 
the bufinefs, he imagined that the Houfc would 
agree with him in thinking that there were 
about thirty-lix Boroughs fo decayed, as to 
come within the fcheme of fuch an operation. 
Seventy -two would therefore be the number ot 
Members to be added to the Counties in fudi 
proportion as the wifdom of Parliament might 
direft, and this number it was his intention to 
propofe fhould be fixed and unalterable. '1 hr 
operation nuift be gradual, as he intended tinu 
the Boroughs fhould be disfranchifed on their 
own voluntary application to Parliament. Crn- 
tlcmcn muft be aware that a voluntary applir^' 
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tion to Parliament was not to be expected with- 
out an adequate confidcration being given to 
tlic Boroughs ; and he trufted that Gentlemen 
would not ftart at the idea of fuch a confidcra- 
tion being provided for. A Reform could only 
be brought about by two means — by an act of 
Power, or by an adequate confidcration wliich 
might induce bodies or individuals to part with 
riglits which they confidcredasafpcciesof valuable 
inheritance, or of perfonal property. To a Re- 
form by violence he, and he was fcnfiblc many 
others, had an infur mountable objection; but he 
confidcrcd a Reform in the Repreientation of 
the l^cople an object of fuch value and import- 
ance, that he did not hefitate in his own mind 
to propofe and to recommend to the 1 loufc the 
eftabliftiincnt of a fund for the purpolc of pur- 
chaiing the franchife of fuch Boroughs as might 
he induced to accept of it under the circum- 
Haiices wliich he had mentioned. 

It might be afked what the confidcration 
could be for fuch a franchife. He knew there 
v>'as a foi't of fqueamilh and maiden coynefc 
about the Houfe in talking on thisfubjcct; they 
" ere not very ready to talk in tkit Houfe on 
what, at the fame time it was pretty well under- 
ifood, out of doors they had no great objection 
to ncgociatc, the purchafe and the fale of feats, 
he would fairly a(k Gentlemen, if thefc forts 
franchifes were not capable of being appre- 
^ iated? and whether, notwithftanding all the 
B b 4 proud 
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proud boaft of its being an infult to an Englilh. 
man to aik him to fell his invaluable franchiic, 
there were not abundance of places, where, 
without imputing immorality to any individual, 
fuch franchifes* might not be purchafed ? Could 
it not be proved that in this Country eftate^ fo 
fituated as to command an influence in a de- 
cayed or depopulated Borough, and to have the 
power of returning two Members to Parliament. 
Ibid for more money than they would have 
done if fituated in any other place, however 
luxuriant the foil might be, however productiv-. 
its harvefts, unlcfs its harvefts could occaiionally 
produce a coujflc of Members, its intrinlic value 
was lefs. There were many rcafons why nieii 
might be induced to furrender this franchifr; 
in ibme inftances, where the right of returnin;^* 
Members was attached to the pofleflion ot an 
ellgite, and where it might be confidcred as an 
inheritance, giving to the poflTeflbr the power 
of doing fo much good to his country, he iniglit 
warrantably and honourably accept of a vahnha: 
conlideration, fince by the ulc of the cquivalcin^ 
he might be equiiUy ferviceable to the commu- 
nity. In fome inftances, perfons enjoyed the 
franchife in confequence of a life right, and en- 
joying it only for their lives, intereft would 
turally induce them to accept of a confideration ; 
others enjoyed it by a ftill more temporar) 
tenure, merely by the circumftancc of local re- 
fidcnco, and to them therefore it muft be an 
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opportunity wlilcli they will covet to embrace. 
Viewing the matter, therefore, in tlu i’e points 
of view he had no doubt, in his own mind, but 
that the Boroughs to which he alluded would 
voluntarily furrender tlicir franchife to Paiiia- 
ijicnt^on, fucli conlidcralion being given, lie 
ihuuld propofe that the fund to be ellabllflied 
flioulii be divided in^o two parts, and that it 
fliould be flipulatcd that a larger fum fhouhi be 
p;lvcu for perpetuities than for temporary rigiiLs. 
He liad ftated before, he faid, that this opcj;aiiou 
would not be iiii mediate, at leall to the full ex- 
tent ; but he had rcafou to believe that it would 
ucilher be flow nor dilbint. 

ilic fccond part of his plan was to provide, 
that after the full and i'mal operation of the lirft 
propofition, that is, after the cxtinctlou of 
thirty -fix Boroughs, and ti^e transference of 
their Members to the County ixcprclcntation, 
it there lUil Ihould remain any Borough fo finall 
and fo decayed as to fall within the li7.e to be 
fixed on by Parliament, that fuch i5orough 
flioiild flill have it in its power to furrender its 
h inchlfe on an adequate confidcratioa, and tiiat 
the right of fending the Members to Parliament 
ihould be transferred to fuch populous and (iou« 
rilliing Towns as might dciirc to enjoy the 
tight, and that this rule Oiould rcinain good, 
itnu operate in all future lime an 1 applied 
to fuch Boroughs as in the ilu^.u-aating hate of a 
tuanufacluring and coiniuevcial kingdom might 
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fall into decay in one part of the Country, and rife 
into condition in another. Thefe propofitions, 
taken together, comprehended what heconceived 
to be a final and complete fyftem, and which 
would cafe the minds of Gentlemen with r^fpecl: 
to any future feheme of Reform being atteinptcd, 
or being neceffary. This was not a plan of 
Reform either flueffuating or changeable. It 
was not fubjecT: to the argument, that the ftir- 
ring this quettion would lead to endlcfs inno- 
vations, and that w'hcn once involved in change, 
there was no forefeeing where we might ftop ; 
nor was it fubje^ to the objection that it was 
an innovation ; for he had very much failed in 
making his own Ideas intelligible to the Iloufe, 
if he had not fhewn them that it was a plan in 
every refpeft congenial, not only with the firft 
principle, but with the uniform pra<5lice of the 
Conilitution. Thcfc arguments, therefore, he 
trufted, would not be brought againft his plan. 
The argument, whether his propofitions were 
practicable, whether they were fufceptible of an 
eafy and early execution, he fliould be happy to 
hear and to difeufs. But all the arguments thiU 
had from time to time been brought againfl gene- 
l*al and unexplained notions, as they w'ere not ap- 
plicable, he truficd they would not be adduced. 

He anticipated fcveral obje^fions, which, when 
the propofitions cainc to be difeuffed in the de- 
tail, he Ihould be happy to meet and to combat. 
The firft, he fuppol'cd, would be the argument 
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of the expencc ; certainly it would always be 
wife and proper for that lloufe to guard agamtt 
wild and chimei'ical fehemes and fpecuLitions, 
which might involve their ConlHtuciits in addU 
tional burdens ; but he did not believe that in 
a matter fo dear and important to Lnglillimen, 
they would be intimidated from embracing it 
by the circumftancc of the coll, lie conceived 
it to be abo\ c price : it was a tiling which the 
people of England could not purchalc tc^ohigldy* 
l.et Gentlemen fet the quellion in its proper 
point of viev/j let them oppolc to the expellee, 
however great, the probable, and indeed the al- 
moft certain, advantages to accrue from it, ami 
then they would fee how little t!ie argument of 
oeconomy ought to wxigh againll the puri/ica- 
tion of the popular branch oi the I.egifhiiure. 
If there always had been a lionle of (kunintms 
who were the faithful fteward:; >f the interefts 
of their Country, the diligent cliecks on the 
Adminihration of the finances, tlie CoiuUtu- 
tional advilers of the Executive Bra)ich of the 
Lcgiflaturc, the fleady and uninfiucnced iViends 
of the People, he alked, if the burdci winch 
the Conftituents of that lloufe were now doomed 
to endure, w^ouid have been incurretl ? Would 
the People of England have i’uflercd the cala- 
mities to wdiich they had lately been made fub- 
jeft ? And feeling this great and n ^Janchoiy 
truth, would they conficler the clivci-iucni of 
*'tny I'um as an object, wlicn, by doing h>, fuch 
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a Houfe of Commons might be afcertaincd ? He 
did not, therefore, think that the argument of 
the expence would be much infilled on, nor in- 
deed would the cxpence be fo great as, on tlic 
firft blufli of the matter. Gentlemen might be 
apt to imagine. 

Another objection that he forefaw was, that 
the operation would be but gradual, and its full 
and final accomplifliment at leaft be difiant. — 
This, Jiowcver, was not an objeclion that could 
have much weight, lie did not believe that the 
operation would either be How or very difiant : 
he had fiated to tlie lloufe fcvcral reafons, to 
fliew tJiat the difierenl deferiptions of men 
would have an intcrcii in accepting the condi- 
tions to be offered by Parliament ; and in the 
fluctuating ftate of property, and in the almoil 
couftant necefiitics of men, he argued like a man 
of the world in laying, that the ofier of the 
confidcration would from time to time be irre- 
fiftible. He was fanguine perhaps in faying, 
that, before next Parliament, the benefit of this 
plan miglit be felt, and in the mean lime, this 
objection of the plan being gradual, would be 
lefs regarded, from the confidence which the 
people of England had in their prefent Repre- 
fentatives. d hey would wait with patience for 
the operation of this arrangement, from tlic 
confidence whicli they had in the truth and 
characlcr of the jv^fent Pavliaxiicnt. It was 
elected under circunittanccs which made it dear 
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to Engllfhmen; h had not yet forfeited the 
confidence of the Country; and he was war- 
ranted in faying, that, with fuch a Houfe of 
Coinnions, the Conftituent Body would not be 
eager for the immediate accomplifiiinent of this 
Kcforin. 

He fald, that in the propofed change of Re- 
prefentation, and in adding feventy-two Mem- 
bers to the Counties, he forgot in the proper 
place to mention, that it was his wlfli to add to 
ilic number of the Fdeftors in thofe Counties* 
ihcrc was no good reafon why Copyholders 
fhould not be admitted to the cxercifc of the 
tVanchife as well as Freeholders. I'hcrc pro- 
perty was as fccarc, and, indeed, in fomc in- 
iianccs, more fo than that of the Freeholders; 
and fuch an acceflion to the Body of Fdcclors 
would give an additional energy to Reprefenta- 
tion. He conceived that the addition of feventy- 
ivv o Members would be as much as it would be 
proper to give to the proportion between County 
‘ind Borough. Thefc feventy-two Members 
"•va^uld be divided between the Counties, and 
the Metropolis, as nothing could be more evi- 
dent than that the Cities of London and Weft- 
niinftcr, as well as the Counties, had a very in- 
adequate fliare in the Reprelcntation of the 
kingdom. To give to the Counties and the 
i^Ictropolis a greater addition than icvcnly-two 
-Members, or thereabouts, would be the means 
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of introducing difordcrs into the election more 
injurious than even its prefent inadequacy. 

. He needed not, he believed, to enumerate the 
arguments that prefented tliemfcives to his mind 
in favour of a Reform. Every Gentleman who 
had taken pains to inveftigatc the fubjcct, muft 
fee that it was molt materially wanted. lo 
COiKjucr the corruption that exilicd in thofe do- 
cayed Boroughs, he believed that Gentlemen 
would acknowledge to be iinpofliblc. The 
temptation were too great for poverty to refift, 
and the conlequcncc of this corruption was fu 
viliblc, that ionic Tlan ot Refanning the Bo- 
rouglrs had clearly become abfolutcly neceH’ary. 
In times of calamity and diilrefs, how truly im- 
portant was it to the People of this Country 
that the Irloufe of Commons fliould fympathifc 
with thcinfclvcs, and that their intereih fliould 
be indiirolublc ? It was moft material that the 
People ihouid have confidence in their own 
brand! of the Legiflature ; the force of the Con- 
ftitution, as well as its beauty^ depended on that 
confidence, and on the union and fympathy 
which exifted between the Conftituent and Re- 
prcfentativc. The fourcc of our glory and the 
mufcles of our llrcngth were the pure characlcr 
of Erect loin, which our Conttitutipn bore. 
lefl'en that ciu.racTcr, to taint it, was to take 
from our vitals a part of their vigour, and to 
leflfen not only our importance but our eiiersy 
with our neighbours. 
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If* we looked back to our hiftory, \vc fliotild 
find that the brighteft periods of its glory and 
triumph were thofe in which the Houfc of Com- 
mons had the moft complete confidence in their 
Minifters, and the People of England the moft 
complete confidence in the lloufe of Commons. 
Tlie purity of Reprefentation was the only true 
and permanent fource of fuch confidence j for 
though occafionally bright characters had arifen, 
who, in fpite of the general corruption and de- 
pravity of the day in which they lived, had 
manifefted the fuperior influence of integrity 
and virtue, and had forced both Parliament and 
People to countenance their Adminiftration ; 
yet it would be unwife for the People of England 
to leave their fate to the chance of fuch cha- 
racters often arifing, when prudence muft dictate 
that the certain way of fecuring their properties 
and freedoiu was to purify the fourccs of Re- 
})rcfcnlation, and to eftablifti that flrict relation 
between themfelves and the Vloufe of Commons 
which it was the original idea of the Conftitu- 
tion to create. He hoped that the Plan which 
he had mentioned was likely to rc-eflabliflr fuch 
a relation ; and he recommended to Gentlemen 
«ot to fuffer their minds to be alarmed by un- 
neceffary fears. Nothing was fo huitful to im- 
provement as the fear of being carried fartlier 
than the principle on which a pcrion fet out. 

It was common for Gentlemen to reafon with 
"hemfclvcs, and to fay that they would have no 
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Objcftion to go fo far, and no farther. If they 
were furc, that in countenancing the firft ftep, 
they might not either be led theinfelvcs, or Ic^i.l 
others farther than they intended to go. 80 
much they were apt to fay was right— fo fir 
they would go — of fuch a feheme they approv- 
ed — but fearing that it might be carried too far. 
they delifted from doing even what they con- 
ceived to be proper. He deprecated this cci:- 
ciucl, and hoped that Gentlemen would con.v: 
to the confidcration of this bulinefs, without 
fearing that it would lead to confequcnccs that 
would either ruin or alarm us. He bcg:,;cd 
pardon for having troubled the TToufe fo long, 
he wHhed to put them in pollcflion of all hU 
ideas on this important fubjeft, though he \va • 
aware, that until the matter came to be argued 
in the detail, it was impollibJe for him to forcicc 
all ^ the objections that might be flarted. H- 
fhould tlieretorc conclude for the prefent wit!i 
moving. 

That leave be given to *bring in a bill to 
amend tlic Reprefentation of the People 
England in Parliament/’ 

Mr. Duncombe rofe to fecond the motion. 
He faid, that if after the fenfc of the People oa 
the fubject of Reform had been fo clearly alccr- 
tained, the Minifter had not come forward 
propofed feme mcafure upon the fubjcct, 
muft have expected but a finall lhare in future 
of that grace and confidence at the hands of the 
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Conriltuent Body, which was in faA a Miniftcr’s 
bell I'upport. It was a new and intcrefting ob- 
jc.d, he laid, to fee the Minifter of ihe Crown 
iu.nding forth in tliis zealous and patriotic man- 
ner, tlie advocate of the People, Tlic meafure 
which had been propofed fully and eomplcatiy 
met Ids ideas and thole of his Conftituenrs; and 
i: irdwcred the folicitude of the People I'o per- 
Icdiy, that he Ihould confidcr himfclf as Inghly 
uiiwonliy of his fituation, as one of their Re- 
preii niativcs, if he fatislied hinifelf with a filent 
VI re on the occafion. lie paid many compli- 
ments to the Author of the Propoiitions, and 
i.iid, they were wlrat had been long and ardently 
ckhred by ail the true lovers of the Conflitution; 
it was on thefe ^rounds he rofe to fecond the 

o 

motion, 

Mr. Powys thought the ejueftion of the Iiigheft 
pollible importance, but not on the principles of 
tile Riglit Honourable Gentleman ; for it was 
ao ionger a meafure propofed by any of the in- 
dividuals in tJio Houfe, but by the government 
'^1 the country. IMinifters had owned it : ana 
the iioaic were now to determine, whether they 
^cre to acquiefee in this minifterial cflort to 
aher the Conftitution, or from rcfpe(!l: to their 
dignity, to reject that which was only con- 
jecture for what they felt to be fact. He faid, 
the Right Honourable Gentleman had, with his 
^iual elegance and force of expreffion, pro- 
nounced a funeral oration on the Conftitution 
^'OL. II. C c of 
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of hU country, which, however, he celebrated 
as the mod excellent in the world, as tlic envy 
and perfedion of human wifdom, but whicli at 
the fame time he configned to a mere immor- 
tality of fame by putting an end to its prefent 
cxiftcnce. Thus that form of Reprefentation 
which had now laded and operated to general 
and palpable advantage, and been the conftant 
boad of Engliflimen, was, notwithdanding, the 
objeft of the Honourable Gentleman’s jcaloufy 
and midrud. Confidence in this very objeed^, a 
found and operative love of the Conditution, 
had, in the bed and greated men, in the moii 
profperous and pured times, produced elTccb 
which wc could never forget. Zeal was, per- 
haps, an eflcntial charadcridic in reformers, lie 
was willing for one to give the Right Honoura- 
ble Gentleman full credit for the carnednefs ml 
folcmnity with which he had brought forwaro 
the Plan of Reform, about which there had been 
fo much guefs and conjefture in the dark, he 
knew not how to fpeak of the caution witli 
which the fydem had been concealed. He tor 
one would not cenfure that part of the Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman’s feheme. He was fure of 
majority, perhaps, who were ready to adopt 
w^hatever he thought mod proper to bring 
ward. He would be glad, how^ever, to hear 
certain Gentlemen were prepared to coincu*^ 
with Principles which, in his opinion, they 
not adopt, without, in the fird place, virtuab> 
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renouncing what they had already avowed. He 
ewned himfelf very much at a lofs to conceive 
how one, or many, could comply with a fyftcm 
calculated to operate only by flow and imper- 
ceptible degrees, who were in fo much hafte in 
the matter, as to declare repeatedly, that there 
was not a moment to lofc : others, as it flruck 
him, could with Hill lefs propriety adopt this 
pl.m, who were the a<lvocates of a general Re- 
tonn. But now the propoial, which in its objeft 
aimed at circumferibing the influence of the 
Crown, originated with his MajeflyS Mlnittcrs, 
and courted the fancliori of the Houfc under a 
Royal Patent. He was not, however, for one^ 
tend of trials which might make UvS worfe, but 
could hardly make us better. He did appre- 
hend danger from a plan thus plaulibJe, and 
urged with all that eloquence and mafterly ad- 
dreis in which the Right Honourable Gentleman 
had defervedly fo much credit with the Houle. 
No man admired thofe talents which he polfeflbd 
ntorc than he did. lie thought no man better 
qualified to do his country the inott cflential 
ferviecs than he was- But he was not prepared 
to fay the fame approbation was in all relpebls 
due to the application of his eminent abilities* 
He ridiculed the rage of Reforming, which af- 
fected as a malady the prefent day. It reminded 
^ini of the ancient reformer Procruftes, wlio, in 
pj'der to equalize the human race, had a bed of 
Iron of a liandard fize, and on his reforming 
Cc 2 principle 
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principle he put perfons who were too long^ and 
ftretched thofe who were too fliort to the flze of 
the bed. But at the time he pronounced them 
abortive ; and wiftied to know from the Right 
Honourable Gentleman which of thefe he imi. 
tated, or by what other motive or principle he 
could be guided in hazarding the very extra- 
ordinary ideas he had prefled on the Houfe. — 
Had the People of England called for a Reform? 
There were but eight petitions on the table. He 
did not wifh to encroach on the time of the 
Houfe, but he could not help begging a little of 
their attention to the Petitions wdiich had been 
prefented to the Houfe in favour of this Reform. 
The firft one to which he rcfcri'ed was that from 
Nottingham. This, with a confiftency which 
he deemed characleriftic of the bufinefs, fet out 
with afl'erting their entire confidence in the 
Houfe of Commons. 

Yet a Reform in this Houfe conftituted the 
prayer of tlieir Petition. Their exceptions he 
thought Angular. The expreflion was to him 
perfectly unintelligible. What did they mean 
by inadequacy? This was the only defect they 
pointed out in the prefent fyftem of Reprefen- 
tation. But they did not fay in wdlat that 
fyftem was inadequate, or fpecify any of thofe 
purpofes in which it had failed. This very ut^ 
gent Petition was only clear and expreffivc in 
one general defire, and that w^s no lefs than to 
model the character and genius of the natiost* 1 

ncx^ 
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next to which he called the attention of the 
Houfe was that from the City of York. But 
the requilition of this was not in any degree 
aPfcfted by what had been fuggefted by the Right 
Honourable Gentleman. It went, in his opinion^ 
to very different matters, though he underftood 
it to be the work of the great and venerable 
leader and commander in this political crufade* 
He mentioned Norwich, which prayed for the 
General Reform of the whole Reprefentative 
Body ; and by that means afl'umed to them- 
felvcs the honour of reprefenting the Commu- 
nity at large. The conclufions which he wifhed 
to cftablilh by thofe references, were, that either 
there were no Petitions before the Houfe wlxich 
had Reform for their aim, or where any iiich 
Petitions of that kind exiiled, the Reform which 
had been mentioned was not conformable to the 
Ipirit and tendency of tlic allegations which they 
contained. He aCked how any man, who had 
hut a tolerably good opinion of the prefent 
Houfe of Commons, could come forward with 
t Plan wfech fuppofed their infignificancy. He 
afked if the prefent Houfe were expected, or 
feady to adopt fuch an of humility and fclf- 
abafement. The Right Honourable Gentlcinan^s 
favourable opinion of the prefent Parliament was 
Well known. The panegyric which he had pro- 
nounced on them now, was an echo to that 
which they had received from the Sovereign at 
the commencement of the Scflion ; for all the 
C c 3 Iloufc 
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Houfe would recolleft the paflagc. He did 
think it fomething extraordinary that the rage 
for a Reform fhould be chiefly directed to that 
very Body which had been thus repeatedly, 
ofllcially, and, he trufeed, dcfervcdly praifed 
They were allowed to poflefs the confidence 
both of King and Country, and to be guided 
equally by their loyalty to the Crown, and 
their attachment to the intcrefts of the People. 
He was anxious to know by w^hat other princi- 
ples than thefe they could be guided, ("ould a 
Parliament be better than difpofed, on all occa- 
lions, to do their duty with honour to tlicni- 
fclvcs, and fidelity to their Conftituents? Ih" 
was alfo difpofed to afk, wdicther the Borough 
Members were more or lefs inclined to do their 
duty than others, lie remembered that a noble 
Lord, nearly related to the Right Honourable 
Gentleman, (Mr. T. Pitt, now Lord Camelford) 
had once made a motion in that Houfe which 
did him infinite honour ; which w ould have 
dcone honour to the Rcprcfcntativc of the firfr 
County in the kingdom. It was, ‘^%’hat thi^ 
Houfe is bound to liften to the Petitions of the 
People.” rhis furely did not make him appear 
to be a man who had feparate intcrefls from 
them; and yet he was not, at the time he made 
that motion, the Reprefentative of a Couitty, 
or great Town, he was Member for Old Sarunu 
one of thofe Boroughs doomed, by the 
Honourable Gentleman’s Plan, to be distran- 

chile-* 
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chiltcl. He then read over cxtracls troin a 
pamphlet, publiftied by Lord Camclford, in 
which he ftated, that if any other influence in 
the kingdom was to be conftantly Ihiftirig and 
changing, the influence of the Crown, which 
done was permanent, would foon drive all the 
reft before it. He obferved, that if the franchife 
oF decayed Boroughs was to be given up, the 
Right Honourable Gentleman ought to fet the 
example to the reft of the nation, by the lacri- 
ficing at the ftirinc of Reform the Ordnance, 
Trc^ilury, and Admiralty Boroughs. He ac- 
knowledged there had been many untoward 
circiunftanccs, within our recollection, which 
had attended the operations of Government, 
hut he alked whether thefe unfortunate events 
might not have taken place, had the Boroughs 
been without Reprefentatives, The flu<ftuation 
a State fo circumllanccd as that of Gfeat- 
Britain was, did not, in his opinion, always dc- 
pend on the Conftitution. The profperity or 
'Uivantage of it would undoubtedly vary under 
the beft as well as the worft. He regretted 
the melancholy confcqucnces of the American 
yfar as much as any one could do ; but would 
be faid, that war depended on the Reptefen- 
t uives of the Boroughs ? He prefumed few, 
even of thole moft forward in the feheme of a 
fteform, would venture to go all the lengths to 
'^ hich their rcafonxng however went. He did 
choofc to go into the detail of the feheme 
C c 3 
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thus fubje£led to the confidcration of Parliament. 
He would not be rafli in deciding on the Rights 
of thofe who regarded their interell in Boroughs 
with any degree of tenacity. But this much 
he would fay, that no pecuniary confideration 
'Whatever fliould difpofe him to forego the pri- 
vilege, and the glory of having it in his power 
to introduce to the fervice and attention of hi . 
Country the Right Honourable Gentleman. — 
Much llrefs had been laid on the corruption ot 
the times. That, he trufted, was not the lan- 
guage of experience. With what degree then 
of decency could the Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman lay, in the face of fo popular a Parlia- 
monr, that the Houfe of Commons cannot, un- 
iefs reformed, convey the fenfe of the nation ? 
A late Adminiftration, it might, perhaps, he 
faid, had been an Adminiftration of Corruption; 
and upon its ruin was raifed an Adminiftration 
of Opinion ; and a good opinion unqueftionably 
xnuft be entertained of it, when it was known 
that it did not entertain or cherifli any one who 
had been formerly an Agent of Corruption.— 
£At this ironical expreflion there was a loud 
. roar of hear ! hear ! j — ^This compatfb an^l welh 
informed Body was calculated to do jufttcc to 
all the principles of the Conftitution. Ho was 
‘ aware how^ the principle which was thus digni- 
. fied with the name of a new one, w'ould aftoi t 
the very privileges which it was intended to 
guard* The firft object of it was to compliment 
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the majority witli the iiile of the minority*—. 
On the whole, he owned great apprehenlions 
from the iirfl concefllon. It was dangerous in 
all cafes, but particularly fo in this. He im- 
plored the Right tionourable Gentleman to 
think what he was about, to beware how he 
aclod, and regard the experiment which he was 
now to try, with delicacy and circumfpeftion. 
No man could forefee precifely its elFcfts ; they 
itruck him as alarming in no common degree. 
Nothing could perfuadc him even for a moment 
to wilh the Propofitions he had laid down the 
linalleft attention, except he could indulge his 
curiofity at fuch a vail: and important Jiazard 
as to wifh to fee the feheme put to the proof. 
Ho thought in his own mind, and judging of man- 
kind as they had always appeared to liim, that 
his boailed principle might do infinite mifehief; 
hut there was little probability of its producing 
any good whatever. Innovation was to be 
dreaded, and avoided as much as polTible in all 
cftablifhmcnts. The Right Hontmrablc Gen- 
tleman had laboured to fatisfy the Houfe that 
his fyftcm was final, and that it fet bounds to 
the fpeculative reformations of all future Theo- 
rifts. This he laid, but he did not prove it.— 
It was, on the contrary, an example, a prece- 
dent, perhaps an excitement, to the wildeft 
^nd moft paradoxical noftrums they could ei- 
ther devife or apply. It placed them, in faft, 
t>n asJvantagequs ground. 1 hey got by it wliat 
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Archimedes wanted, a foundation to their in- 
ventions, a fulcrum from which they could 
throw the Parliament into the air. It was im- 
poffible, in his opinion, to view the fubjeft with 
any degree of patience. He thought himfelf as 
much mafter of it, from having only heard it 
ftated, as if he had revolved it in his mind for 
years. He would not, therefore^ vote for the 
order of the day, or treat it with any referve 
or refpedt. Its purpofes were, he forefaw, fo 
hoftile to the Conftitution, fo menacing even at 
a diftance, and fo unqualified, that he was clearly 
for meeting the queftion in the teeth, and giv- 
ing it a direc"! and unequivocal negative. 

Lord North laid, the Honourable Gentleman 
had given him comfort by what he had faid in 
the conclufion of his fpeech, viz. 'Phat he would 
not agree to any conceflion, but would give the 
motion his direcl negative. Undoubtedly that 
was the treatment the motion ought to receive, 
and it w%as the line of treatment he fhould him- 
fclf adopt refpecling it. Curiofity, he faid, had, 
in more inftances than one, greatly mifled man- 
kind, and he fliould have thought the Honour- 
able Gentleman had given way to a moft fatal 
curiofity, if he had rafhly and unadvifedly coun- 
tenanced for a moment a direft attack upon the 
Btitiih Conftitution, a Conftitution the work of 
infinite wifdom, the fource of many bleflings, 
much happinefs, much glory, a Conftitution 
richly deferving of that warm praife which the 

Right 
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Right Honourable Gentleman had bellowed on 
ir, in for better words than he was mafter of, and 
with a brilliancy and glow of eloquence that 
would have adorned the meaneft fubjcA of pa^ 
negyric, but which was well employed when 
employed in decorating and deferibing the moft 
beautiful fabric that, perhaps, had ever exifted 
from the beginning of time. He never would 
give his confent to any attempt to tamper with 
iU. h a fabric, unlcfs a very ftrong cafe could be 
made out to prove it flood in need of fome re-*- 
pair ; that cafe had not yet been made out, nci- 
thcr had any the fmallcft fliadow of proof been 
yet given that it rcquii'ed any afliftance whatever. 
Of an exilling evil he knew nothing ; tlie blef- 
fingsthat had been derived under the Conftitu- 
tion he knew well ; they all knew them ; tJiejr 
fto(Kl recorded in the hifloric annals of the 
country j they had been felt for ages, they were 
felt at that moment. The Right Honourable 
Ocntlcman had talked of pride, of lazlncfs, of 
dniidiiy ; perhaps out of the abundance of his 
civility, he meant to apply thofe wortls to him. 
Was it fair, that bccaufc he happened to differ 
from tlic Right Honourable Gentleman upon a 
great and an important fubjccl:, a fuljgccl in 
which they were all deeply and perfonally inte- 
rofted, in which the Country itfclf, and the 
Oonftitution that they were all fo ready to extol, 
'vore deeply intcreflcd, becaufc he liappcncd to 

diifer 
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differ from the Right Honourable Gentleman 
under a queftion of that magnitude, he was to 
be attacked and treated with a degree of liarfli. 
nefs which was not, which could not, be merited 
by any Member of that Affembly : Was it pride 
when he was called upon to vote in fupport of 
a requifition, to be permitted to tamper with the 
Conftitution, to fay, lliew me firft the ncceffity ? 
Was it lazinefs to lay, when it was ftated tliat a 
remedy was wanting, to infill on having the evil 
ftated, to which that remedy is to be applied? 
Was it timidity, when called upon to unfcttlc 
the foundation of that glorious fabric, the work 
of his anceftors, to defire to paufe before he 
confented, and to inquire why he fliould coufent 
to undo it ? His Lordfliip took notice of the 
manner in which the Chancellor of the Exchc- 
quer had glanced at the American w^ar. As that 
was not the fubjecl of the day, and bore no fort 
of relation to the queftion then under confidera- 
tion, his Lordfliip laid he would not at that time 
go into a difcufilon of it ; he would only repeat 
what he had often laid before, viz. that when- 
ever that queftfon was properly brought forward 
he was ready to meet it, confeious, that though 
wc had been unfortunate in the war, though the 
war had been calamitous to the country, no 
blame was afcribable to him on that account ; 
the vrar was the war of the People, began at 
their inftance, and at the inftance of that Houfe. 
Thofe were facls fo undeniably true, that he 

wondered 
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wondered how any man was bold enough, in 
the face of thofe who were then fitting in the 
Houfe, and knew the fafts that he had ftated fo 
well, to ftart a doubt of them. Having faid 
this, his Lordfliip returned to the immediate 
fubjeft of the day, which he treated with great 
feverity ; he faid, on a former occafion, when 
the Honourable Gentleman behind him had 
rifen to reprobate the idea of tampering with 
the Conftitution, (for that was the fourth, if not 
the fifth time, that it had been under difeuffion) 
but wlien the worthy Member for Northamp- 
tonfliire had defired to have the Birmingham 
Petition read, tliofc who were friends of what 
they called Reform, but what he fhould call 
Ruin, had font a paragraph to the newfpapers, 
rtating that the Noble Lord in the blue ribband 
would not have long to boaft of there being n0 
Petitions, for there would foon be Petitions 
enow on the table. How happened it that there 
was no Petition from Birmingham now, nor in 
the whole no more than eight Petitions in all ? 
The Right Honourable Gentleman, it was true, 
had faid in his fpeech, that a Reform had been 
called for by the People, fometimes more, and 
fometimes Ids. He underftood there were none; 
What then was he to conclude ? That they 
thought it a hardfhip to be deprived of the pri- 
vilege of fending Reprefentatives to the Houffe 
<^f Commons ? No ; but on the contrary, that 
they were indiflerent about the matter ; or, 
. rather. 
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rather, that they did not wife for any fuch 
franchifc- If it was otherwife, fiirely this would 
have been the time for them to make their excr^ 
tions, when they were informed that the Right 
Honourable Gentleman would fupport their 
claims, both as a Man and a Minifter ; and when 
they were taught to believe that all England, 
with one voice, would fecond their application. 
But lo ! they were totally filent on this Jicad ; 
and, what was not a little • remarkable, their 
filcnce did not proceed from any indiH'crcncc 
libout their own intereft; for when they thought 
that alTccled, they foon applied to that Houll: 
by Petition, as in the cafe of the Irilh pro- 
pofitions. It was fair to conclude, that they 
made themfelvcs pcrfcftly eafy about a Par- 
liamentary Reform, and were fully fatisficd 
with the prefent Rate of Reprefentation in that 
Houfe. Againft the Irifli Propolitions, Petiti- 
ons had flowed in from all quarters. So aware 
was the Right Honourable Gentleman that the 
fmall number of Petitions that had been pie- 
fented, neceflarily created an argument againll 
the motion, that he had thought it prudent to 
endeavour to weaken the force of that argu- 
ment which he forefaw would be urged, by 
laying, with an indifferent air, that the Reform 
bad been called for by the People, fometimes 
more, and fometimes lefs. What was he to un- 
^derftand from that obfervation ? Was he to 
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take It as a proof that the People did really call 
for a Reform at that time ? Was he fo far to 
accommodate what they faw, and what they 
did not fee, and to take both as a proof that the 
People of England wilhed for a Reform ? The 
Petitioners who had fubferibed the Petitions 
that were on the tabic, certainly did wifli for a 
Reform ; and if he were to admit that thofe 
w'lio had not petitioned equally wiflicd for a 
Reform, it was going a good way to meet their 
wifhos, becaufe in admitting fo much, they 
Tpokc by their prcfcnce, and by their ablence ; 
by their prayers, and by their iilcnce. Well 
might he fay with the man in the Rchearfal, 

What horrid found fiknee doth aflail tninc ear ? 

His Lordfliip faid, the people of Birmingham 
Nvere wUer than to call for any innovation in 
tlic Conftitution. As little did he believe the 
majority of the people, in any part of the king- 
dom, wiflicd for a Reform. A Member of a 
confiderablc County (Suftbik') had in all ncwf« 
papers addrefled his Conftituents for inftrmflions 
how he fliould vote on the queilibn of Parlia<» 
mentary Reform; but thougli he addreifed them 
very early in the prefent fcflion, liis Conftituents 
had been fo very indifferent about the matter, 
that they had not to this moment fent him any 
inftructions on the fubjeck. lie knew there bad 
been a Meeting fummoned in the firft City in 



the Eni|nre, by fpccial notice, for the exprefi 
purpofe of inttru<fl:ing their Reprefentatives ; 
and there he was informed, though theMcetiiif^ 
and the bulinefs of it had been publicly announ- 
ced, and was of general notoriety, only 300 at* 
tended. When they were about to inftrucl one 
of their Reprefentatives, he declared his readineft 
to obey hisConftituentSjbut had cxpreflbd a wifh 
that he had feen more of them prefent at the 
Meeting, bccaufc he felt fome difficulty in pro- 
ceeding to aft, as 300 inftrufted him, when, by 
th'e ahfence of 8000 of his Conilituents, he was 
induced to imagine, that they did not very 
highly approv'^ of the bulinefs they were con- 
vened upon. His Lordllup faid, he was aware 
that one Gentleman prefent at the Meeting had 
faid, in anfwxr to what he had juft ftated, that 
thf thoufand who were abfent, meant by 

that Very circumftance to fignify their concur- 
reiice in any Refolution the three hundred fliould 
come to. This was, his Lordfhip faid, rather 
a enrious fort of logic, as he believed the Houfc 
would readily agree ; but it was not a whit 
more extraordinary than the idea, that the 
People of England were to be fuppofed to wifh 
really for an alteration in the ftate of Parlia- 
mentary Reprefentation, when they didf not alk 
IbfTt. He reminded the Houfe of the Circular 
Lejlters of Mr. Wjrvill, and of the . great paih^ 
thal'^ad been tajfeen tp ftir the ^cftion in ah 
parts of the kingdom. If therefore the People 
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in general really defired^ any altcratian, they 
would have petitioned in great; numbers from 
nioft.of the different Towns for it. His Lord* 
Ihip entered into the ancient hifipry of Ifarlia* 
ments, and ftated the degrees and gradations 
Parliament had paffed through from their .ftrft 
inftitution, accounting for the diferetion of the 
Crown that had been formerly exercifed,; hy- 
Hating, that originally the Chiefs in Feu, .who« 
licld of the Crown, and were liable to fuit and 
fervice, were fummoned, and being at the timo. 
Chief Tenants of the Crown, were at the will of 
the Crown aflembled either wholly or partially* 
Afterwards, when they divided their lands, pro* 
perty became more dilperfcd, and money grew 
more fcarcej in confequence of which, the leffer 
Barons were fpared, on account of their iniibi*, 
lity to bear the cxpence of Parliamentary 
tendance. Again, at a fubfequent period, ano*/ 
ther change was made j after that another, and> 
by degrees. Parliament was fettled on its prefent 
footing, where, his Lqrdlhip faid, he hearti].y 
hoped it woul<i long be fuffered to remain, and 

be difttjrbed on account of any chinj.er^^> 
diat entered^e brains of Vifioiianes tod 4^ 
latift^i, whd^cfe .not, he Vcnly believed, 

<>f the feriomi mi&hi^ they had cmployo^.d^iBr^ 
fclves about. " tliejldea of^ the necbl^yid^^ 
Reform, he 

of a dreaiui^ d^#|ha|^w of a ,etopty l 

fahdfy 

^OL. 11.. ip ^4 noutoblb"' 



rE '4i6 3 

|i«¥FafeJli!JMdeni^w^,endeavcmr^ con- 
jum^up;.,i^nietbing ; but he relied on the good 
i^t^ .aad found'te^on of the majority, tn^ng 
j^;they would break thefpeU, ahd prevent the 
iliagicians.'ftom pradtifing on a fubjedt that ou^t 
j(0 be held facr^. His Lord&ip :lMd, even ad- 
Unittiog for the fake of argument, and he ihould 
.not ;udih to be thought ferious in admitting for 
>4 tnopcnt, that any alteration was adiually nc- 
'ce&ty i jyct be. Ihould contend, that the altera- 
.Jtion propofisd was not adapted to the feigned 
%VU. He. begged to know where there exifted 
Ip Europe, or on the fa<;e of the globe, a People 
. happy as thdfe ' who lived under the Britifli 
(Conftitution? Where, was there a People fo fully 
pOfiTeffion of their Rights and Liberties ? The 
was undeniable?.. What mattered it then 
fthe^er thu perfona. who fat in. that Houfe, the 
^^^dians of the ftiblic Freedom, fet by virtue 
having been ple&ed for a Burgage Tenure a 
Bomugh, or . O' County? While the People’s 
l^i^^ts .'ty«re fiscare,^and tlieir liberties fa^ 


»k-|ieceflary^to gp .mto a minute i»» 
«ah^;hOw i|i^ to ,l*e fcfiiire and fife? 
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and would care Patients 'and unk^ 

all circuniftaiictis. The'’fabjieft*‘ws^tfo:ferious 
to be hidicroU9 upon, but he''^woiild jUft fl±te» 
ttot the RigHt Honourable! Geiideman ri^inind* 
ed him of the Mock Doctor in MoUefe'i .j'ai’Ce. 
He iaid, he fuppoied the Speaker had either 
or read the book, and would recoiled, 
man’s daughter is fuppofed to be dimbt and he 
fends for a Phyfician to cure her. Th^ 
comes, and foon reftorcs the girl to the ulb of 
her tongue, which iHe exerdfes at fuch a rate; 
that the Father offers him another fee to make 
her dund> again ; when the Doftor replies, ** he 
can't do that, but, if he pleafes, he’ll undertake 
to make him deaf.’* Having fet the H'oufe' iti^it 
roar, his I.ord(hip again returned to argudrient^ 
and faid, it was of late become a cuftom to cai^f^ 
hold of a firobg epithet, and apply it to-jstbjf' 
particular phrafe that was meant to be m^de 
ttfc of to deeeise and delude the Peo{de. ThtM' 
he had heard of the i^Jirit <ff Liberty, the l|>irit 
of Freedom, and the fpirit of the Cloi^tutibn'^ 
'That was ntfeani hy the latter, ■ as applied at Poii 
pular Meetii^^ he knew nOt, ndr did he belh^O 
dtofe who. k knew: themiel^ For 
party he had.:adways concekred that thkfldrkj!^ 
^ConAitSEd^ WWtobe looked for, 
in Um the'k^d, aad-fin^NSfe- 

Dda ' Gentlemeif 
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a coMderaJjle Vpairt of that 
tdSa was a very juft one: he was 
^dniit the bulk' and Weight of that 
ought always to be in the hands of the 
i^tihtry. Gentlemen, who were, undoubtedly, 
iike beft and moft refpeftabie objefts of the con- 
fidence of the People. Their difintereftednefs, 
titeir virtue, their public fpirit, he admired ; 
they were fitted by their education and their 
fttdation in life more peculiarly .for. Members 
of Parliament, than almoft any other defeription 
men in the kingdom ; befides, tliey had the 
J^eateft ftake in the Country after all, stnd were 
moft deeply interefted in its welfare; be- 
xaufe, let what would happen. Men of bulinefi 
^knd. manufaflurers could go and get their living 
•elfeWherej but a Country Gentleman could 
'^6St‘ quit- his Native Countsry, becaufe he could 
thcKli carry His eftate away wiUi him. But, f<x 

■^Od*S lake, had not the Country Gcntlemeo 

their fliare in the Reprefentative Body pre- 
^nt ? Was it merely the Reprefentotives ot 

iCtfuntie^ that were now Gouniry Gentlemen . 

%^'aay Mart look round the Hottfe at the mo* 
kitn Biy whethet he did n® 
rellneftable who 

faSeiitdfify^<Jentleman, ' 
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would ftrivc to change its There was iP' 

reference which not only benefidally refilled 
the influence of the Crdwn iagatnfi the t*edple, 
but which even proteded the People’ agaiuft^ the 
confequcnccs of momentary delirium in themw 
felves. His Lordfliip ended with an emphilic 
wilh, that the Friends of the Conftitution wohl^ 
feel as one man, and aroufe at the danger it 
would be put in, if the prefent motion was 
carried ; therefore hoped they fhould have 
the triumph of carrying it in the negative ; 
for if a door was once opened to innovation 
and experiment, there was no knowing to what 
extent it migh tbe carried. He gave the Rigl^ 
Honourable Gentleman full credit for not in- 
tending, if he fhould prove fo fuccefsful as td' 
carry the prefent motion, to go any farther ; 
hut the Right Honourable Gentleman coul4 : 
only anfvver for himfelf. Other Minifters might 
make what the Right Honourable Gentlemfe 
had done, a plea for doing Ibmcthing . more ; 
and again, other Minifters after him, till there 
would be no end to innovation and experinaent* 
Mr. WtLBBRFORCE remarked, that the dreud, 
of innovation feemed fo much to prevail 
jninds of certain perfons, that; in order to 
it, they too]^ care to rejeta: even any ne\y: * 

argumcij^ anA the HoUfe:>was 
tained witte: a rep<ii|ion of the J&KOc ohfei^ya- 
tions and €he ft^i|e|okes 'v^ich 
heard befefedia^r hmila^^^ was, 

11^ 3 ^ he 
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excellence iii the Flan now 
hy his Right Honourable Friend, 
^i^h no attempt had been yet made to dif. 

'and which indeed was liable to no ob- 
j^on. This was that fyftem of gradual and 
progreffive improvement Vhich muft proceed 
tso fc6ify and meliorate the ftate of Reprefenta- 
tion, according as thofe circuroftances Ihould 
arife on which it was intended to operate. It 
would alfo tend, in his opinion, to dinpinilh the 
(progrefe of . patty and cohefion in this Country, 
^om which, he was well convinced, our greateft 
itolsfof tunes atofe. There were Men and Partiw 
^ this Country, which derive moft of their 
power and influence from thefe Burgage Te- 
nures, agsfinft which the operations of this Bill 
Were to be direfted. By deftroying them, the 
fir^dOtn of opinion would be reftored, and party 
:COitoedions in a great meafure vanifli: for the 
c^hfequence of coalitions, and patties formed 
Oft oiie fide of the Houfe was, that fimilar cn- 
- ^gemefits were neceflKiriiy formed bn the other} 
j^d for his part, he wiflied to fee the time, when 
«‘.could cpmfe into the Houfe and give his vot^ 
of aby fentiments of attachment, whim 
'ilkotdjd induce him to’j^prove of mfeafurcs fro® 
^^'t^Wtaion with iften. The oQeflioB ma^ 

%p i^ls Biflif5rom«.its ^n proyifion frr 

. Ae>i^duai<Htbf 1?reafary®orougl&, did 

»b“iiH^dft-coidd'’‘tell but 
hbfe Bofbi^M be the * 61 * objefe . 

operattoD* 



E. m 

".•"it' J-i’ 'V^,^ U.,-' ^ <r> ~ 

long oWe^ :fSL 

that cveiy, merit this, JSSl /^-J%:*>p)ir. 

wpuld much 
Jfiniflerial Boroughs to be ©f ^t 
were likely t© corns ftrft voder, tfeefs 
He »»aHe feveiral remarks on :the esSc^l: . &i^;* 
fyftem as this would have had on the d 
cans; and argued/ that under fuch d| 

llances, ^e war could not have been end 

nor fo popular. He r^oned dfo 'with JR^ 
Powys on parts .of his ^eech^ . and faid» on* ^ 
his arguments was fuch as no human creat|hi^, 
ougpht to have urged : [[a cry of hear.1 hpa^J 
arifing at thisj Mr. Wilberforce immedi.a‘«« 
explained, and laid, what he meant .was,; t^^ 
todeiire that a known and acltyaowiedged 
might contin;^, .in^dy .*i^*? good might C|^^- 
out of it, was: an -argtnn^t, as, in 

nipn, no rational, being ou^h^ to mwnta^.^ 
He concludjf^y^h explainingfthe orcumft^j^ 
of the ,l?di.4tP» ^darjed Jbf 

would- 

it Jtotdly nnnec*flary frpm^ ^ 
been before made 
|,',;^^he;beft pra!Cif:tJ#m 
^’Hi]gn,was for,a-^e.§!^ ■' 


fult«d^' 
•apdi 
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which dinew a reply from Mr. WUbei?f<Srte, ftat- 
iog diaif he meant nothing pecpmal- in the allu- 
fipn s'saftier which^ . , 

‘ v^rd Mulorave laid, that nothing was more 
i^eifirahle in fuch a queftion as the pirefent, than 
that every endeavour ihould be ufed' to obtain 
unanimity. The noble Lord declared his hope, 
that, the niQtion might either be carried unani. 
moufly, orrejefted; becaufe he thought if it 
werb carried, and there appeared a confiderable 


minority againft it, it would lead to infinite 
mifchief.' His Lordlhip faiii, if the majority 
4i^ght with him, they would rcjeA it, as he 
great danger in countenancing any attempt 
k0' build up and erect a Conftitution on fpecu- 


litiveiPropofitions. His Lordlhip declared, he 
^approved of the-Propolitions better , in fliapc 
4n which they ftood in the motioqj. than- in any 
"ft^pb that' they had before been brought for- 
ward ing He alfo praifed Mr. Pittas eloquence 
as di^laycd iri his fpeech, in the wjormeft terms-, 
%jt entered ah elaborate proteft agaihft any cn- 
*bfeavour8 Id new mould the Confi:itntion. 

• "Mr^ .Fox feid, after * the ' hSahy .^octaltons o*' 
before* ex|>refled what Ms ,-fehtiments 
fiil^ecl'O#-a'Ref0m»-^':the’':;fe^«' 
h#^lhoirfd^h<« 
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{lion. That he had always been a friend to 
principle of this bill, was a faft whifch did not^ 
require fo be now repeated; ^ W 
means taken to efFed that principle were fuch 
as were inoff unexceptionable, inuft 
future difeufiion, but could not 
oppofition to the motion. There 
ample opportunities in the ftages of the rbiffiltiO 
examine and correct it ; opportunities 
tlicmfclves would be the higheft acqmiiHtni4^ 
In the review which had been taken, of 
queftion this night, there were means ufed 
implicate the American war in the fubjedl ndw 
under difeuflion, by fuggefting that it was 
ported by the influence of burgage tenures, .optl 
that if they had been withdrawn, that 
would have had a more fpeedy terminattQjn.w^ 
He acknowledged that it would h^ve been in^ 
die power of the Parliament to bring 
to a period, had they confidered it as an 
proper one; but the manner in which it 
have been done would be fuch, as he fhoutd 
little expejfr to hear recojnnicnded from t^c 
Gentlemen on the other fide of the 
When the delay of a few days in paflijflg’tJ|e 
fuppKcs was reprefented laft year th?. 
hdnous pripce^lng, ; w y^ould 
^^normity » of riot only the; ordnance 

fnpply^ „as the pther 

alfo, 

V thi R&ht lionourablb 

•aai^d'^ 
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aj^lcwnce of of C^mn)^ 

{^4 j^t»e|od?to a-War^ This would be^ ^onduA 
Houfe of Coihmons, tu' certain fitua. 
ip^a^'^.and would ihew them to be fenfible of. 
dfte wdght and importance in the fcale of 
Cotiititutibn, and not the inftruments of a 
Ihpeifer power, kept for no Other^purpofe but 
tb ^reg^fter ediAs, and to perform an annual 
. ' IVCuch had been f^d of the merit of 

i^jp^hrnltg -that cobefion which was faid to fub> 
fift'in the parties in that Houfe. That cohcfion 
lild^ii^biifi, was a truth inr which he took too 
pride to think of denying, and from 
: this country derived too much advantage 

to be an enemy to ; his connexions were formed 
liberal ^d fyftematic principles, and could 
tfot be diffolved by any fegulations, while the 
^une-umion infentiment and principles continued 
'doment' them. When an Honourable Gen- 
fsdd, that parties formed on * one fide of 
dpe ^oufe ddcafioned ifimilmr eoi^gemeots on 
'^e Other, hu' &o»ld 'hare confiderod, that it 


ipafiy to one as the other* vBut th«e 

be. fbme circum^ahees whidh^ might im 
Ho0<»ai4ble 4 >ettdeman tb^ look, for* 

fuch 

l#they him^bh 
ares jh" i^ch h^Offiidoi^ did not 




to4;^pne way 
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be difengaged from fijeh cpnncai^t, and 
the load which feemed fo much to hinsk 

Xo that: principle which, by a diminuUO0<t>f th« 
Members for Boroughs, tended to increafti the 
m-oportion of Reprefentatives fw.Countfcsi^, 

was fincercly a friend. But while he was^tho* 
explicit on the fubjeAof his s 4 pprobation^.^^a^ 
but juft to mention, that there was anoth»*pom« 
to which he totally difagreed : with all 
which he always paid to a Houfe of 
and among the reft to the ptefent Houfe, hr 
could perceive in it no fuperlative excellence, 
juft fiiperiority which could juftify the fufpeh'^^^: 
of the operation this bill. To defet for the 
period of fix years any lyftem of Reform, h0iy« 
ever partial and inadequate, was by no mean# 
complying with the declared wifties of the 
jorityof the Ekaors of this Country-^bc^ 
voice, though by no means, to be acknowledge, 
as that to which the Houfe of Conudons 
conform, when they werechreaed by ^i^y fedde 
impulfc, as tbbe opinions of a . moment, Iho^ld 
always be obeyed on points which the. experie^# 
and confideration of years: had taught . 

finally to decide upon* ^ X^hc people, 
ftajndiltg all that had b^n fald, had nt> 
to ^ 

tnftatfeest of- 1 condu^Ji, 

cx^d arcliance. 
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hb Majefty^s prefent Minifters,. in their fupport 
of that excellent meafure, the Weftminfter fcnj. 
tiny ; and no very Iplendid teflimony of their 
prudence in financial concerns could be drawn 
from the Commutation tax. This was a pro- 
ceeding, the hardfhip of which they already 
felt ; and there were fome others now in agita- 
tion, which were not likely to turn out much 
more favourable. Thcfe only were the reaibns 
the People could have Ibr a reliance on the pre- 
fent Parliament. He did not, however, mean 
to fay any thing which could be conftrued into 
invective againft them j lie had before been ac- 
cufed of infulting them *, he did not know that 
he did fo — but if heat Ihould have led him at 
any time to fay any thing which could have that 
appearance, he was exceedingly forry for it. — 
There was nothing in any of thefe circumftances 
which could imprefs them on his memory ; but 
he had obferved, that nothing he ever faid in 
his warmeft moments had ever drawn forth fo 
much paffion and ill temper on the other fide 
the Houfe as when he attempted to praife them. 
The Right Honourable Gentleman had, in this 
inftance, receded from thefe opinions, which on 
two former occafions he feemed to maintaihf 
and the alteration which he now made, for the 
purpofe of a fpecific Plan, was infinitely for the 
It was in ^ain that lie endeavoured to 
the objeftions which the idea of innova- 
tion ralfed in the minds of fonie, by diminifl^h-S 
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the extent and influence of Reformation. From 
the earlieft periods of our Government, the 
principle of innovation, but which ftipuld more 
properly be called amendment, was .neither 
more nor lefs than the praftice of the Conftitu- 
tion. In every fpecies of Government (putting 
abfolutc Monarchy out of the queftion, as one 
V hich ought never to take place in any cohn*) 
try) Democracy and Ariftocracy were always in 
a ftatc of gradual improvement, when expert* 
ence came to the aid of theory and fpcculation* 
In all thefe, the voice of the People, when deli- 
berately and generally collc£lcd, was invariably 
fare to fuccced. There were moments of periodic- 
cal impulfc and delufion, in which they fliould 
not be gratified, but when the views of a Peopte 
had been formed and determined on the attain- 
ment of any objecl, they muft ultimately fuCl- 
cccd. On this fubjeft the People of this Count^^ 
had petitioned from time to time, and th^ir 
applications were made to their Parliament. 
For every reafon, therefore they fliould be 
gratified, left they might be inclined to fue for 
redrefs in, another quarter, where their appli- 
cation would have every probability of fuccelQr^ 
from the experience of laft year. Failing id 
their reprefentativ^, they might have 

to prerogatire* . 

It had biien urged, -that now, while this biifi- 
neft was in agitation, the People of Birmingham 
^«d Manchefter had not petitioned to be 

prefented* 
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prefentedi. This was an argument which it 
4hia vtiine 9 of all others, could have but littk 
weight ; for while they were alarmed for their 
ftadk, and their fubiillence, it was no time for 
them to fet about making improvements in 
that Conftitution, in which they were not cer- 
tain how long they might have any lhare. 
.On the eve of emigration, they were to look 
for this in another Country, to which their 
property and bufinefs were foon to be tranf. 
forred* The different parts of this Plan would 
etJrtainly, in a Committee, be fubmitted to mo- 
dification and amendment ; but as it now flood 
Emitting only the firft principle, every other 
part, and the means taken to attain the prin- 
ciple, were highly obgeclionable. He fhould 
fiot hefitate to declare, that he would never 
to admit the purchafing from a Majority 
Elciiors the property of the whole* In this 
he faw fo much injuftice, and fo much repug- 
nance to the true fpirit of our Conftitution, 
that he could not entertain the idea for one mo- 
Utent* the other hand, when the property 
W a Borongh was in one man, there was no 
chance of his dil^iing of it, on the tdrms this 
ineiitfo^ For when a particular fum 
for a particular purchafer, aiwi 
fuflfered to accumulate on^that fum, the 
a fooli who c^ld be io hafte to 
of |t. There" was fomething in- 
In holding out pecuniary temptations to 

an 
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an EngU&man to relinquifli his franchife cm 
the one hand, and a political principle which 
equally forbade it on another. He was uni- 
formly of an opinion, which though not a 
popular one, he was ready to aver, that the 
right of governing was not property, but a 
truft ; and that whatever was given for Con- 
ftitutional purpofes, lliould be refumed, when 
thofe purpofes fhould no longer be carried into 
eifcct. There were inftances of Gentlemen 
ofiering to ficrifice the intcreft they might have 
in Boroughs, to the Public good. He expreffed, 
however, his furprife that the prefent propofition 
was not attended by any liberal offers from 
thofe whom Government had loaded with 
honours, and whofe connexion with the pre-» 
fent Adminiftration fliould naturally excite an 
expedration of fomething more liberal than a 
procedure by mere bargain and fale. He was 
averfe to the idea of confining Parliamentary 
fituations to men of large fortunes, or thofe 
who had diftinguifhed themfelves in public 
profeffions. Should this be the cafe, there was 
iwcely any man fo little acquainted with the 
hiftory of Parliament, as not to know, that the 
Houfe would lofe half its force. It was not 
from men of large and cafy fortunes that ^ten- 
tion, vigilance,-^ energy, and enterprize were to 
he expefted. fluthan nature; was too fond of 
gratification not to be fomewhat attentive to it 
^hen the means: were at hand's and the heft 

and 
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and moft meritorious public fcrviccs had alway* 
been performed by perfons in circumftances re- 
moved from opulence. The Right Honourable 
^pentlcman need not be afliamed to take fomc ot 
thofe regulations formed in the time of the 
Protector Oliver Cromwell. For though a 
character too odious ever to be the objccl: of 
praife or imitation, his ftatutes, confirmctl after- 
ward by his fucceflor, Charles 11. bear tlic llrorg 
marks of genius and ability ; for his political 
difpolition was as good as that of his fucccllor, 
and Ills genius inlinitcly more powerful. Ik 
. concluded with carncftly entreating all fidcs of 
the Iloufc to concur in the ciucftion now before 
them. He was forry the Honourable Gentle- 
man who fpoke before him (Mr. Wiibcrforcc) 
did not in all the warmth he profefi’ed on the 
occafion, take the moft conciliatory mode of ac- 
quiring ftrength to it. Iriftgad of reproaching ’ 
the Noble Lord (North') for confining himfclf to 
old arguments and obfervations, he lliould 
rather tremble for the fuccefs with which thefc 
old obfervations had been applied by his noble 
friend, and the contrary fate which had before 
attended the novel and more variable ftile of the 
Minifter. 

The Rfght Hon. Henry Dundas thought it 
his duty to ftate fome of thofe rcafons to die 
Houfe which induced him to declare hinifdf ^ 
finccre friend to this queftioh.— very heart) 
laugh.' j He was not at a lofs, he faid, to account 
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for the merriment which Gentlemen fecmcd to 
poffefe 5 but in his declaring himfelf a friend to 
the meafure, he wiflied to be underflood as fup- 
porting a fpecific propofaL lie had objefted 
only to thofc general and unexplained fchemes 
under which the Houfc was to be converted 
into a proje6l-fliop, and they were to hold Com- 
mittees of Conlultation on the Difeafes of the 
Conftitution, Againft fuch dark ideas j[i^had 
always fet himfclf; but to the prefciit plan, 
which was a finglc and complete acl, which 
went not only to an immediate, but to a con- 
ftant Reform of theRcprcfentation, which would 
not only cure the prefent, but the radical defefts 
in the fabric of Reprefentation, he was inclined 
to give his moft hearty fupport ; and he re- 
peateti his declaration, that he was forry that any 
thing had been introduced into the debate fo to- 
tally abflraftcd from the bufincfs as the queftioii 
of the American war. The American war was 
the War of the People; and on that occafion it 
xvas not the conflruclion of the Parliament which 
gave it rife, but the general feeling of the People, 
and which Was declared through their Reprefen- 
tatives. It was not the noble Lord in the Blue 
fi-ibbaitd who was the author of that war; he did 
lib TftOre than execute the ideas of the people, 
in his mind, if he was blameablc in any 
thing it was for executing thofe ideas with lefe 
ardour than they were expreffed. 

He faid the prefent Propofitions were free from 
all the objeflions which had lain againft the for- 
OL. IL E e , mer 
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mer plans. The facred inheritance of property 
was not to be violated, and men were not to be 
outraged by peremptory conditions. No man, 
or fet of men, were to be forced to enter into 
the feheme, unlcfs they approved of the condi. 
lions, and yet liich were the conditions, that he 
had no doubt but they would be Ibon accepted. 

Mr. Burkh, after entertaining the Iloufc for a 
conftd^rablc time on the Right Honourable 
Gentleman’s (Mr. Dundas) converfion from the 
principles of anti-reformation, proceeded to dih 
cufs the merits of the prefent queftion, as well 
as the manner of bringing it in. It oflcred one 
alternative, either to adopt this limited, con- 
fined Plan of Reform, or be perhaps liable to re- 
ceive one from the Duke of Richmond, on a 
more enlarged fcalc. Between theMiniftcr aiul 
the Iloufe of Commons, there was the fuiiK 
fpccies of conduri:, as if a robber fliould enter 
the houfc of a man, and fay, Let me take awa> 
fuch things as I pleafe, and I fhall lock the 
door, and keep out any other thieves ; but d 
you refufe the offer, then take your chance or 
‘‘ lofing all.” The doctrine which had gained 
fo much ground, and in conformity to which 
this plan had now been introduced, was that ot 
univerfal Reprefentation. But this rr.cr.lurt 
wa^ only an illufion, from which no folid be- 
nefit would ever refult. The influence of the 
Country Gentlemen in Parliament was 
known to preponderate, when they were united 
in opinion. The refpeclability which attended 
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a man cf landed , property, called for tlie moft 
part iiito a lituation which was in itfclt dit 
agrccalilc, and rather a lituation of duty and 
conftr hit, tlian au obje<5l of ambition. Thefe 
cirtuir:tances added lb much to the importance 
ot thefe Members, that the advocates of every 
Tiicalbre were glad to boaft of them as their fup- 
p( liters. Where then was the prudence of 

throwing into that Icale, in whofe power the 
balance already w^as, tliat lharc of power which 
was pretended to be the means of keeping all 
parts of the Houfe on the fame level, lie took 
a \ cry cxtenfive vicav of the prefent Hate of Re- 
prefentation, and alked if the Proprietors of 
Buroughs had not been already fufficiently paid 
in the profufion ol the honours of this Country, 
without now opening the purfe of the nation# 
Pe particularly adverted to the conduft of a 
Reverend Gentleman (Mr. Wyvtll.) He took 
particular notice of the variety and extent of 
his correfpondence, which he faid was not con- 
fined to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, or to 
the Volunteers of Ireland. Lord Shelburne and 
Mr. Maegrugar had not been forgotten j and 
other celebrated names had been handed down 
to pofterity by this reforming divine* After 
t’ea^hig^everal extracts from this correfpondence, 
lie proceeded to remark that the Right Ho- 
t3ourable Gentleman who had formerly fubmit- 
ted to the Houfe two plans for a more equal 
Reprefentation of the People, each of which was 
I^tfecbion itfelf, now comes forward with a 
E e 2 third. 
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third, filll more perfect than either of the for. 
xner. He would allow that the prefibnt plan had 
many more palliatives in its compofition than 
either of its brethren, for its operation was not 
likely to affeft any of the Members of the prefent 
Parliament ; and he could not fufficiently ad- 
mire the addrefs of the Right Honourable Gen- 
tlcman, in thus rendering his plan palatable to 
all parties. For his part, he confidered th; 
whole of it as mere delufion, an ignis fntuui, cal- 
culated to millead and to bewilder. lie inliftcd 
that the Right Honourable Gentleman had aban- 
doned the ground on which he originally took 
up this queftion. 

l^ord Frederick Campbfll delivered an 
eulogy on the Chancellor of the Exchequer, but 
declared he could by no means, confent to coun* 
tcnance any alteration in the Conftitution. 
The door once opened for innovation and ex- 
periment, the wifeft among them could not U) 
where it would end. 

Mr. Rolle was alfo decifivcly againftthe mo- 
tion* If it was fuft'ered to pafs that Houfe, thef^’ 
was no fecurity for its being thrown out in the 
other Houfe; for how could he tell but a new Lord, 
or a new fet, might be made on purpofe to carry ib 
if it went up there ? There were, Mr. Kdlle laid 
feme Perfons fitting in a certain Place, who had no 
more right to fit in that Houfe than his groom* 

The Attorney General (Mr. Arden) Ihp' 
ported the motion, entering into a recapituki' 

tion of fcveral of Mr. Pitt’s arguments, and an- 

fwcring 
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iVerlng fcveral things that had been faid on the 
other Tide the queftion. Mr. Attorney General^ 
ill the courfc of his fpeech, faid there might be 
perfons impudent and indecent enough to dc* 
cLire, that he had no more right to fit in that 
Houfc than their groom. 

Mr* You NO obferved, that had he been in a 
atuation to attract the Speaker’s notice in an 
earlier ftage of the debate, he fhould probably 
have, in fomc degree, expatiated on the very 
wide field which the Right Honourable Gcu- 
ilcman had opened to thcHoufe; tliat now much 
of Ills work had been done, much he fhould 
have urged had been anticipated, and much he 
Ihould pals over from a fenfe of already knowing 
how greatly tlie patience of the Houfe had been 
wcvU led, and how particularly lie was indebted 
to their prefent attention. That among his 
iormcr inducements for offering himfelf to the 
tiOiiee of the Houfe was, that not having had a 
teat in Parliament when the Right Honourable 
f-luncellor of the Exchequer brought forward 
hi 5 former Propofitions, it fuited beft witli the 
temper of his mind in the firft ftage of this im- 
portant bufinefs to take an open and decifive 
t ; nor could he efteem the part lie took pre- 
as every man of liberal edu* 
^‘ttion, and furely every Member of that Houfe 
in a great degree, be not only competent to 
Hie queftion, but in thefe times, and when that 
^tieftion had been fo much agitated, mult have 
turned hia thoughts to the lubjccf, and muft 
E e 3 have 
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have grounded thereon a decifive opinion.-. 
That lie was more particularly induced to rife 
at the prefent moment from the learned Gen- 
tleman who fpoke laft having taken up anew 
what had fallen from the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer at the opening of the debate, and who, 
as in feeling himfelf on the ftrongeft ground of 
argument, had repeated — who, if 
anew for this country, would form this Hoefc 
as cxifting in its prefent fyftcm of Reprefentn- 
tion That it rather (hould be aiked who could 
have imagined and framed fuch a Conftitutioji.^ 
The work not merely of time, as had been 
Rated, but of the moft extraordinary fcrics of 
events, and which could be laid to no account 
but that of a fpccial Providence ! Nor was th^’ 
queftion without pcrfonal application, more mo- 
dern allufions apart. It had been agitated by 
the greatett political hiftorian of antiquity ; thar 
great and wife writer, Tacitus, doing as th' 
Right .Honourable Gentleman had done, re- 
mounting to firft principles, and tracing thcncc 
the abftradl theories of the regal, ariftocratic, 
and democratic branches of Government, ad- 
duced, as the rcfult of his rcfcarchcs, this re- 
markable fcntencc — “ Cun6fas natiGncs^ out rcgcu 
out prhnores^ out populus regunt^ 
confociata Reipublka forma laudari facilius 
€vcnir(*^ out fi e^veni at ^ non diuturna ejfe pot^j^- 
That learned and penrtrating hiftorian coiibl 

not prefumc the duration of a commonwealth 

confifting of thefe mixed ftates ; he knew that 



r 437 3 

the momentum of the democracy, whether aAing 
by the body of the People, or by a Reprefenta- 
lion unqualified and adapted purely to popular 
ideas, inuft quickly bear down one or both of 
the other branches o£ Government; and had it 
been moreover told him, that in this pure and 
dirccl: Reprefentation of the numbers of the 
People were to originate the rcfources of war 
and peace, the prhnum mobile of public revenue, 
the doubts of 'facitus would not have been hy- 
polhctical ; fuch a ft ate, he could not have pre- 
conceived to cxift a moment. Tliis was not a 
time of night to trace thofc errors Ixick to their 
iburcc, and in a hiftory from tlic Courts dc 
Moyt\ tlirough the progrcfTion of Parliamentary 
growth, to mark tlic grounds of miilakc ; that 
he Ihould, therefore, join illiic with the Right 
Honourable mover on the acftual and cxifting 
fiate of Parliament. The errors of the Right 
lloiumrablc Gentleman were derived from a 
riinilar fourcc with the difiicultics of Tacitus ; 
the Reprefentation of the People was his fa- 
vourite expreflion, but if he meant a Reprefenta- 
tion of poll or numbers, and fo every point of 
his Reform implied, he faid, we were not the 
Reprefentation of the People, but of the Peo- 
The coniiftcncy of that lloufe 
WAS qualified by the equipoife of the landed, 
the commercial, and the popular intcreft. — 
Ihis proportion of balance could not be fliiftcd 
hut with danger to the Confti tu don of the 
Country j adding to one of tlicTe principles 
E c 4 might. 
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might, in the end, be fubverfive of the very cx. 
iftencc of that IToufe, whic.h, loaded with a new 
and falfe bias, might be thereby directed to feme 
gulph of ruin now unforefeen ; that at this 
point of the argument he muft take occafion to 
anfwcr the Attorney General, when he afkcd, 
Is there a man in this Houfc, who, fairly and 
in his confcicnce, rejects the principle of adding 
to tile County Members?"’ The anfwcr was, 

I do, and I do in fear that fume fpirit may be 
infufed into this body, not congenial therewith, 
and which may ailcci: the vitals and corodc the 
very main 1‘pring that regulates its motion ; and 
I do, from other motives, and motives whicli, 
if well founded, deierve the moll ferious atten- 
tion of this lloulc."" Much has been faid of the 
coheiion of parties, much on the other lidc ofin. 
dividual inde pendency, and of mouldering away 
every connexion of men in that Houfc : in the 
prefent ftate of public manners it was not to be 
apprehended, that to buy or to retain would 
lapfc into difufage, or that a Miniller might not 
engage a coniillcncy of fupport to his mcafurcs* 
The Right Honourable Gentleman might an- 
ticipate, perhaps, the application of the famous 
lentence in Montcfquicu, — But was there no 
other corruption but venality ?*" He fea] r , e/jL :i> 
worfc, and of more fatal tendency, than the hold- 
ing out merely places of public truft to men of 
ability and adventurers in policy, were thefe 
County Members to be added* In one light, 

they 
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they muft be men who had come into that 
Houfe on the great landed intereft of a County, 
und in a County, perhaps, there w'as as much 
undue influence as at an elcAion for any Bo- 
rough : when fcated there, fome future Miniftev 
might find it necefl'ary to attach an authority to 
his iupport, become thus numerous and weighty;, 
the coronet was only his bribe, his only attraftion 
to men of this defeription ; and an attraction, 
:ib c.xpcriencc proved, not often reflfted. Thus, 
pcrliups, in a fliort fucceflionof Minillcrs, much 
more of the great landed intereft would palk 
inu) tlic Houle of Lords, thci'e ever accumu- 
lating, and rarely or never returning. The 
conicqucnce was obvious ; the great Janded 
inlcrcll the People would ever look up to in 
llicir (lounvics, and in the national Councils; to 
them would their confidence be clirc<^tcd, to 
them their petitions addrcllcd, and under all the 
circuinftauccs it were idle to lay, that the re- 
^cnue and money bills fliould not then originate 
thuic; whilft that lloufc, fallen into difrepute, 
aiui even to dcrilion, might lit idly deputing 
'aht)at unintportaut matters, or luatiers they 
f ui feaveely' weight to intcrtcrc in, and idly 
aii ended by forty Members, inftcad ot the very 
irfR5nably that dignified the prclcnt 
queftion. On the crdl of additional County 
-Members, other, and as ilangerous, ciremn- 
Itanccs might arife, from cauies widely diflereni 
^tid of diiferent tendency. He alUidtxl to tlic 

:ui\enturous 
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adventurous Candidates, who oppofed the arifto. 
cracy of a County, and who, to fecure an election, 
might feed the prejudices of the commonalty, 
might fign tetts, and pledging thcmfclvcs to 
every felfdnjurious prepoireflioii, might find ihdr 
way into that Houfc under engagements, and 
with abilities too, backed by the popular clamour 
to urge new claims, new reforms, frclh inno- 
vations. The Right Honourable Gentleman had 
adduced, as favourable to his reform, tiuit its 
principle was completed in his plan, arid was 
thus linal ; the Right Honourable Gentleman 
might anfw'cr for himfelf, but who w^ould fay, 
that a new man fhould notpropofc a new mode; 
and hiving cut down the preferiptive barrier oi 
the Conflitution of that Houfc, would he not 
leave a breach open for every forlorn hope, fn 
crumcnam pcrdulit^ to enter and rifle at plealbre ? 
And the more w'us this to be feared, as preju- 
dices of the People might join too under the 
precedent to aid thofc who, by fuch ruinou§ 
means, would feek to pufa him from his Itool ; 
for it could not be faid that the prefer t plan 
came up to the prcfciit declarations of the Re- 
formers. The. Chancellor of the Exchec^ucr had 
faid, that leaving the Conflitution in its prefent 
ftate, was tending to weaken the 
People to their Country ; a more proper appH- 
catiem might be made of thofc words \ to in- 
novate^ is tending to weaken the love of the 
People to their Country j it was tending to 

weaken 
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weaken that confidence in that lloiiib, in ft 
word that attachment to the old Britifh Confti-^ 
tution, which arofc from a prcfcriptivc vene- 
ration, and which could not belong to a new 
fs ficin ; much of patriot! fm, and its mod effential 
force, was founded on habitual regard, and local 
and long propofibfllons ; thefe were what gave 
a force of character, even to thofe who Hyed 
in, and were prejudiced to Countries, whether 
iiiulcr the pliylical difadvanlages, as llie Lap- 
laiuicr, or under political, as France, when corn- 
pired with our clime and Conilitulion. He 
ciofed Vv itli obfjrving on an cxprcillon of Mr. 
Powys, tending to give tlic idci, tlnit the bufi- 
r.cfi was brougiit forward by Gcnxrnmcnt, and 
3? a minifterial mcarurc- Me could not look 
upon it in that light ; he had fupporti'd, and 
lliould continue to fupport that Adminillration, 
from a jufi: fenfe of the abilities, and a full con- 
hdence in the integrity of the Minificr; an in- 
tegrity wliich, even in the fpcccli which he re- 
probated, gave a mo/e beauteous glow and co- 
lour to tlic very luminous difplay with wJ)ich 
the Right Honourable Gentleman had orna- 
nientcd his fubjeef ; but that, if on fuch a 
<luc{tion, fo torching the dearoft and mofl im- 
liirbTcft of every Englilhman, he could 
Surrender his conviction even to the tendered 
iniluencc of the Right Honourable Gentleman’s 
dcareft partiality, or moft honourable fricnclfliip, 
hv fhould cftcein himfeif not oniv unwt;rthy to 

fit 
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fit in that Houfc, but even in the company of 
^ny honourable and good man whatever, 

Mr. Bankls paid very high compliments to 
his Right Tlonourablc Friend, but he faid lie 
could not accede to the motion. Had it been a 
motion for aCommittec, he would have voted fov 
it,ashehad regularly voted for the otherqueftions. 
Mr, Bankes by no means approved of purchafin 
the Boroughs with the Public money. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt clofcd the debate in a 
few words in reply to what had fallen from 
Mr, Bankes, as Mr. Banker’s objcclion had been 
fingly ftarted by himfclf. Mr. Pitt profciTed .1 
very iinccrc friendfhip for the Honourable Gen- 
tleman, and faid, it gave him feniiblc pain to 
find he differed with him upon ground which 
he thought fo extraordinary. 

At about a quarter before four in the morn- 
ing, the Houfc divided on the queilion. Ayes, 

174 ; — -Noes, 248. -Majority againft the 

queilion 74. 
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A corrcEt Lift of thofc Meitibcrs who voted with 
the Right Hon. Wii.liam Pitt, on the above 
Motion for a Parliamentary Reform. 


William Charles Slopcr,Efq, St.Al- 

! tn'j, Herr fo riifbi te I 

Richard l^pprr Arden, Efq; Aldbo- 

N.cholis Baylcv, Efq; Ancrlcfra 
I’ icii IV Appleby Af^^MorelunJ 

K- !. !V ckford, Efq; ArunJA, .S.^jfex 
\» n, V. ri^ihtfon,Eiq; yfv/r/?j«ry, Buiks 
1!. ii Ji.hti JclTcrics Prattj/it/M cr/y of 
; . ( I'l) W }u t h rca d , E fq ; Bedford town of 
V, ’lum t'oihoun, Efq; ditto 
i !j( Ri^ht Hon. Lord Dclaval, /?.•/- 
.i. /, JKit i/jumbtriafid 
‘ir C’ .Sykcf, Bare. Beverley yTot Lfdre 
J -iii* N ichoils, Elq; BlecLi'/rly^ Surrey 
t harif. Morgan, Efq; Brecon c .unty of 
ii..*.' n^wkins Browne, Efq; Bridge- 
rjrt>‘. SLrupJhtre 

Ah >k,Oid«.r Hood, Efq; Bridge-water^ 

C (I a r I C 9 S Ui r t , Efq ; Bridpert , Bor fetjvire 
Henry Crugcr, Efq; Briftol aiy of 
I' lin Aubrey, Efq; Bu<.kingbamfhir e 
L rill, Efq; Cailtngitm^ Cornivatl 
<)rt.h.rrd, I'.fq; J/r/o 
hi d tHon U^n'AtHATtc^CatnffViltjhre 
Hen. Peyton, Bart. Cambndglhire 
Hon. Eat I of EuBorij/oV/ir- 
fiJg' L'niverftty 

Hon. Wdiiam V\n^ ditto 
j imcx Warwood Adeane. tfq; Carn^ 

,, trrwn of / 

'^coryc Gipps, V.irx- SMnierhury city of 
^‘•'Urlesk Ru’oinfon, F(en ditto 

Hon. E:atl of Sqrrcy, Carifle 

yy "f 

i^arry, Efq; Cmtrnarvori/hire 
n*omAi, Steel. Efq; ChiAefer city of 
jtorge Widtc Thoni.a9, Efq; ditto 
*2 u Hon. Eord ApHcy, Ch-encfler^ 

, l^i^^cf.rjbire ^ 

J' ‘ii Lee, Elq; (BitberOf JLancaJoire 


John I.owthcr, Efq; Cackerrsouth^ 

Cutnbet lap I 

Sir Win. Lemon, Cornnvalt ceunty of 
J. W. Hcncagc, Elq; Ctulhde^ iv Me 
Ro!*crt Nichohi',, Ef<]; ditto 
William Lowther, Efq; Cu~A,,erljn.i 
Edw, Miller M'jndy, ffq; Derlyjhire 
Fran. Jolin Brown,,, El<j; Dor/etjTbira 
Robcit Preftou, tlq; LWr, Ks/it 
Hon. James L vi ttre II, ^ 

3ir Charles Davers, Br. St.BdmonJ.-- 

lUTJy Sujfi 

John Bullock. Efq; ffie county of 
oir John Rulliout, Bait. Evtfham^ 
IVorcfctfrirc 

Char. W. 15. Rous, Efq; ditto 
Peter Bathnifl, Efq; Fye^ Suffolk 
John Grant, Elij; Fowey^ Ctrrt'ivall 
Right Hon. l.ord Nevvhavcn, Oatton^ 
Sums 

John James Hamilton, Efq; Hi, Gcr* 
mAn « , Corn-xvall 

John Baynes Garfortli ,Efq; Ilujlerterr^ 
Sut ny 

Thomas Pofllcthwaite, Efq; ditto 
Jolui Dawes, Efq; IJafuigs^ Sufete 
Right Hon. Lord Miltord, Haver ford 
IVtJl, Be-nbrol Jhite 

John Scuda.more, Efq; JF ^eforetcify vf 
William Flumer, Ef<{; Hirlfotdfiit-e 
Edw. Ccarcroft, Jifq; Jhndt.n^ IViUr 
Right Hon .Sir Octirgt Yongc, Bart. 

Momion^ Bevonjhire 
Sir George Collier, Kt, ditto 
Right Hon. Earl Ludlow, Jluntin^^^ 

dutfhire 

Benjamin Bond Hopkins, Efq; 7/- 
chfer^ Somerf’tf.ire 
Wm. Middleton, Efq; SuffAh 

1 Char. Alcxumlor Cncktit, Kfq; ditto 
Hon. Chailts rvlaidiam, Kent 
1 rilmcr Honey wood, Jilq; d’lio 
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Thornton, Efq; Kin»ston-upint^ 

Hully Vupljlite 

Walter Spencer Starliope, Efq; Jiiia 
J'4incs Haie, f i'q; Knut cjht u\Vori/l}ire 
j\h, Rawlillitjn, Klq: Luncojier toivn of 
Ki;*ht Hon. Lord Arden, luauncefon^ 
Cor/rivult 

John IVach Hun;»crf'ord, Efq; 

£t Jiff /hire 

Jt'hn^t'laen/MTjara , VSe^yJ^ftcejitrto-vnof 
Ch *rh *. l.oraint Smith, Klq; dtito 
John lliiuter, Kl'q; Liominji^ry Htrc- 

jefn. 

H[on. John Lliot, J.<lle,trdy Coinxvall 
John '{'iioin.ih Lllia, iilq; /fl-'tdhul, 

Cortrw^tH 

Thomas Ktmp, Kh|; Ktivts^ Sajlx 

iJrook W.itioji, Liq; /.on t 
iiir Watkin Lewob, Kt. ditto 
Kaihanlcl Nc'^'nh.or., Kiq, ditto 
John S.iwbl \A.\\dt!.'i I 

Kkhaid Jhivr.t Km^ht, Efq; 

Clement 'I'aylor, F,fq, ICuf./ 

iJcrartl Noel i <i.vard>, lAiy, ditto 
Hon. Lord Waltham, 

Klgfit Hon. l.ord Vife. IVIaitlaud, 

Mthrjhrry, iV Its 

Sir 'rho, Btcii, Aly^rlo-’v^ Duett 

O. H.) \vkin^,l Tq; St.jv/’i n t l^Lot •«iv^U 
Kv.in Lloyd Var^iiau, Kl'q; JVIta'toff 

tihjhtt <• 

]ohn Wilkes, Enj; JSiiddffiK 
Willinni NTainu a; inp, I'iq; 

Rii^ht Hon. Lord Ivluovallet, 

lu.t. Pot /, .S' «. // ' ijf i, e 
John Morgan, HltJ; Ai-’- wr r 
Joiia Softon, Ll'q; ddc^it.it 2\v„tHg~ 

/'>j , -j e 

Arehihald ^Tacdonald, Kfq; Acw 
. f-li un * t T ’.KtCy SutJ'crJjh.i r 
Ch'irUs hrandiing, Kuj; Kiweaf^e 
. f'On thumhft land 

Joaii P.!', rington, I 't|’, Jaunts 

Sir JLd'vard Aflicy, B^rt ^dorjclt 
i Icn.Licr)e,Hq;.V. /i7.V.r/o",Lt/. ijihe 
Si r J. I . -1 a »i» ,» ni , Br . Ab r'/.a up 
Kigiic Hon. Loi-wi s'omptoo, Xutti*- 

ti.-zi': if 

Oha, MteidovNj), Cfq; 


John Luxmore, Efq; OuLlaohut^, 

Dcvonfhire 

Right lion. Lord Robert SpcI>rc^ 

Oxford otty of 

Sir William Doibcn, Ea»t. Gx;[,j 
Uniiterfity of 

John Matbndc, Efq; PlymoutLy iX- 

ntotfore 

John Smyth, Efq; Pont' fraP,V..,f i,. 
Right Hon. John Burgorne, Prrttt 
L innjkire 

(»eo. llower, I fq; ;hc> ouf ^ Kin 

John Aldridge, P.hj; o’'tn 
Right Hon l-.arl ol incluquin, A’/. - 
, man iyldorf ihtt a 
Charles Dumlas, Efq; </;"/> 
oir C. Middleton, Bt. R J <■ -r, AV** 
Nathmitl Smith, Klq; ditto 
Ocvjrgc Bridges Bnulcnell, Tie; P.t- 
Ltndjo.te 

Win. itillinghv'im, ITq; AVga.'’,.S«;/-v 
Sir Hitii. Hill, Bt. .S’a.by^oi e*: > .f 
Hon. John Villlcr.'*, Olt is.nouiy n .< 
(♦co’*c'e Hal djn'*e, J'jq; drio 
Right Hon. Karl yreonncl, •' * 

botouf\ rf fire 

Sir Jill. n licndcrfon, lit. Sufot /,.S' v 
HansWintropMortimcTji Iq,^' j'.' 
bu/Vy Dotf t/chc 

Sir Cecil Bill.op, Bt. n’t-, 

John Hiil, Jilq; S/’seti v 
V.div. Phciip.5. nin. Ktq; ti.tnnjt' 

JameiiAmy .itr,Klq;.S’o«<At7w/).' vf t • J 
H.'rhornton,Klq; SootiujU L>^i'>.if j 
P^nl Le Mcl'uricr, Efq; duta 
K. B. Sheridan, Kiq; ittafrd 
Hci ry'CcCiljKtq, .SVa/’^'o/ a', /./'?• ' ‘A 
Sir J. Honcv'vood, Bt. Stryofigi •''b' * 
Ja. Ourdoa, J-l'q; .. .• ' 

Wiili.im Smith, Efq; * 

John LaOj^^on, Efq; diit'i 
Joihu 1 Gri]^v. Efq; bujJ'Jh 
sir Jofeph Maw'd^Vydiart. 

Hon. V,*‘tlliam Norton, 

Ut. Hon. Lord Henry l.ciiot, b _ 
Rt. Hon. Richard Eit^patnck, * 

rt'^re. l)e\'onfj:re 

Alexander Eopliam, Efq: Ta^'' 

ison. erftjl it: 

Janiv,-. Alartin, Efq; 

u'f /jtiVf 
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.■*,r Pl.Jtip Jennlng* CIcrke, Bart. 

'T’t " 

Hon. Sir Hloyd Kenyon, Bart. 
Corn Trail 

Roinit Kiniilnijll, Efq; dilto 
ihoint' Aubicy, El'q; Wallingford^ 
/)’ # i '^btrr 

R.ght >Uja. Lord Hood, Wejlminjler 
- ’’.V '/ 

Right Hon. C. J. Fox, ditto 
' r^Michacl Le I'lcming, Bart. Wtjl- 

r- ti'jn.l 

Riglit Htiii. f.oid Vifcount Mahon, 

- jbuckinghoitrjhite 

‘ ,r Joi.ii Jv. t visjK B ITurmouthy Mot folk 
hVnry iScHiifoy, Efij; ditto 
Hcnrv Uuncotnbe, Efq; YorLJlire 
\\ ’!( mi W'llbtriorcc, Efq; ditto 
Right Hon. Vile. Gall way, Yot k city of 
K chjird M.itcr Milnes, Efq; ditto 
.‘I. lanckr Gai dtii, Ffq; Aherdeenjbtrc 
Montgomerie, Eftj; Aitjhirc 
‘'.itrivk Home, iTq; lierivuljhtt c 
joii! , Cainjihcll, El^; Culrtfs^ Dum- 
Innerjieithhig^ l^itnfrty-^ 

I tV Canpbcll, Efij, DutnhattonyJiuth- 

/'•'•j.vj, (.jLif ti.nt\ and Renf reiv^ 

;.r Kubrrt Laune, Bt. Dumfriefhire 
-•! Janies Jolmftouc, Bart. Durajtus^ 

‘ iTju! jr^ JCttcudlirtgiti^ J^ochmaben^ 

<rrj ^}/,njft 

Hon. Henry Dundas, JBJin~ 

‘ f Adi.Tj Fergufon, Bart. Edinburgh 


Hugh Dalrymplc, Jan. Efq; ffaddittg* 

ionjhit e 

Sir Charles Prefton, Bart. Kinghorn^ 
Kirkaldy^ Bruntijlandy and Dyftrt 
Sir James Sceuart Denham, Barr. 

Lanerkjhire 

Thtimas Dimdas, Efc]; Orkney and 
Zttlandjhire 

Hon. James Murray, Perthjhire 
Wm. Mac Dowall, Efq; Renjrexvjkirs 
John Moore, Efq; Selkirk^ JLaaerk, 
Peellesy and Linlttbgo'w 
Sir Tho. Dundas, Bart. Stirlingjhire 
W. Dalrymplc, Efq; Stranraiver, Wig^ 
ton^ IVhittbotny and Mctv Galloivay 
William Wcniys, Efq; Sutherlandfmte 

Tem ers, 

Robert Smith, Efq; Nottingham 
Hun. E. J. Eliot, I.ejkrard 

Pairi'D oFr. 

Daniel Pultenty, Eifq; Bramher 
Robert Waller, Elq; Cbtpping Wyeomhe 
J. Pollcxfen Ballard, Efq; Devonfiirt 
Arthur Holdfworih, Eifq; I'iattvtouib 
John Sinclair, Efq; J.fluHldtl 
John Fenton Cawthornc, Efq; Lincoln 
Sir Harbtiard Harboard, Mortuicb 
John Stephenfon, Klq; Plympten 
Hon. Edward Norton, Carlijle 
Abel Smith, Efq; Germain e 
Sir John Rous, Sufolk 
Samuel .Smith, Elq; Worcef^r 
Gabriel Steward, Efq; Weymouth 
William I.ygon, Efq; Wvnferjhirt 


Number XV'. 
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Paper I. 

Refolutions at a Meeting of the Committee cf 
AlTociation ef the County of Surrey. 


An’s Tavbrn, April ai, 

Refolved unanimoufly, 

T hat Captaiu John Porter be admitted a 
Member of this Committee. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That this Committee, 
imprefled with tlie idea fcf the abfolute ncccffit) 
of a Reform in the Reprerentation of the People 
in Parliament, feel the deepeft concern in hnding 
that the Houfe of Common^ have refufed to 
give leave for bringing in a a motion 

of the Right Honourable William Pitt, ior 
amending fuch Reprefentation. 

Refolved Unanimoufly, That a transfer ot thu 
Right of Eleftion from corrupt or decayed bo- 
roughs, to Counties or populous Dih riels oi 

Counties^ 
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Counties, the Metropolis or great Towns, would 
be a confiderable improvement to the prefeat 
date of Reprefentation* 

Refoivcd unanimoufly. That the thanks of 
llie Meeting be given to the Right Honourable 
William Pitt, who moved j tfie Members of this 
County, and the other 173 Members who voted 
for the queftion for leave to bring in a Bill to 
amend the Reprefentation of the People of Eng- 
land in Parliament, on Monday the i8th inft. 

Rcfolved unanimoufly, Thai the above Rclb- 
lutions be figned by the Chairman, and printed 
in the morning and evening papers. 

JOHN SMITH BUDGEN, 
Chairman. 


^'OU II. 


Ff 


Paper II. 
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Paper II. 

Refolutions at a very numerous and refpeclahk 
Meeting of the Weftminfter Committee cf M.. 
fociation, held at the King's Arms Tavern, fa- 
lace Tard, on Monday the 2$th day of April, 
lySs- 


Sir RICHARD HOTHAM in the Chair. 
Rcfolved unanimoufly, 

T hat a transfer of the Right of clc<ruiig 
Members to ferve in Parliament for I'niall 
and inconfiderable Boroughs to the Metropolis, 
Counties, populous Diftridts of Counties, and 
great Towns of this kingdom, according to a 
due proportion, until a fufficient addition fliall 
have been made to that part of the Reprefenta- 
tion, together with the admi^lon of Copyholders 
and Lcafeholdcrs of certain deferiptions, to the 
right of voting in the fame, manner as Free- 
holders now may in Counj^« Elections, will 
greatly contribute to remedy the~.abufes and 
defefts in the prefent Rate of Reprefentation, be 
a cpnhderahle improvement, and have a manifeft 
tendency to fecurc the Rights of the People and 
the Principles of the Conftitution. 


Rcfolved, 



C 449 3 

Rcfolved unanimoufly. That this Committee 
carncftly conjure the inhabitants of the City and 
Liberties of Weftminfter, to perfeverc with un- 
abated ardour in their efforts to obtain a fair 
Reprefentation of the People, and a more con- 
ftitutidnal duration of Parliament j and that this 
(Committee will cordially co-operate with the 
Committees of Counties and Cities, and all other 
I^ublic Bodies, friendly to a Reform in the Re- 
prefentation, and a rfepcal of the Septennial Act^ 
hi purfuit of thofe neceffary meafures. 

Rcfolved unanimoufly, That fuch Reprefen- 
tatives of the People as are Members of this 
Committee, be requefted to attend in their places 
when Mr. Sawbridge propofes his motion for 
fcortening the duration of Parliaments, and to 
exert their utmoft efforts in fupport of that con*^ 
uitutional meafure. 

Refolved, That this Committee, impre^^ed^ 
'^ ith the idea of the abfolute neceflity of a Re- 
f^orm in the Reprefentation of the People in Par- 
Jument, feel the deepeiy concern in finding that 
Houfe of Com myhs have refufed to give 
^cave for bringing itVa Bill, on the motion o£ 
fte Right Honour^i^le William Pitt, for amend- 
fuch R^relentation. 

Mr. PitPs ipecific> Plan of Reform, or the 
propofed by him to obtain it, not being 
this Committee, 

Refolved, That this Cototnittce decline at ^ 
Fefent to give any opinion on the merits of 

Ff 2 Rcfolved,. 
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Rcfolvcd unanimoufly. That this Committee 
are fenfiblc of the great advantages derived to 
the Public from an, Act brought into Parliament 
by John Crew, Efq; for difqualifying Revenue 
Officers from voting in EleAions of Members 
to ferve in Parliament, by which the enormous 
and unconllitutional influence of the Crown has 
been materially diminifhed. But it appearing 
to this Committee, that, notwithftanding tlic 
falutaty provifions of that Act, the Miniftcr ot 
the Crown flill poflefles a moft cxtcnfivc aiul 
alarming influence over certain Elcclions, from 
the number of perfons dependent on tlic public 
Boards, and not difqualified by that Acl. This 
Committee are of opinion, that until a fubftan- 
tial Reform of the Reprefentation fliall be ob* 
tained, that it is^become highly nccelfary flill 
further to diminifh fuch influence by a Bill to 
prevent fuch perfons from voting in Elections 
of MenibervS to .ferve in Parliament- 

Refolvcd unanunoufly. That the above Rt f * 
Tutipns, flgned by the Chairman, be pubiifiH 1 
in fame of the daily ant^vening papers. 

RICHARD HOTIIAM 


Paper Vi). 
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Paper III. 

Letter frorn ilye Rev. C. Wyvill to Dr. John 
Jebb. 


Nerot’s Hotfl, Miy C , 17S5. 

Dear Sir, 

1 SHOULD tliink it very 
unforttinate if my meaning were inifundcrftood 
by you^ refpecling any ineafurc propofed for the 
Ihpport of the common caule, and therefore I 
wlfli to explain myfclf clearly on the fubjecl *of 
our converfalion this morning. 

I have thought, and i have found fevcral other 
Gentlemen agreed with me in thinking, that 
^<>mething ought to be done foon to prevent the 
l^ublic being difeouraged by the repeated re- 
jeclion of Mr. Pitt’s riotions for a Reform of 
the Reprefentation jvand alfo to unite, if pofli- 
blc, the active Fri-oids of Reformation of all 
parties, and of c<^ery clafs ^f Reform, whether 
J^ore or lefs ektenfive, in fupport of fome fpe- 
cjfic meafure, generally allowed by all thofe va- 
rious defcriptions of men to be right, or, advan- 
tageous to the Public. With this view I have 
liikcn.the liberty to propofe to you, and other 
F f 3 friends 
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friends of the caufe, to meet to-morrow ; and I 
havi fairly and freely told you, and fitch other 
0ehtlethen as I have had an opportunity to con- 
verfe with, not only what my general purpofe is 
bfit alfo, that I hope the Meeting will think it 
is for the intcrcft bf the Conftitutional Refer- 
matioti we all profefs to aim at, to hold up the 
leading Principles of the fpecific Plan lately pro- 
pofed by Mr. Pitt, as meriting national fiipport; 
though fuch approbation ought undoubtedly to 
be expreffed in terms that would not convey 
any difavowal of thofe more general principles 
bn which 'I contend, as well as you, that all free 
Government muft be founded. But though 
you fliould not entirely accede -to thefe opini- 
ons, I perfuade myfelf to hope, there is nothing 
jft all this which Ihould prevent your honouring 
me with your company to-morrow, under tlie 
miftaken fuppofition that becaufe you know my 
opinion, and alfo, that fome of the Gentlemen 
invited concur in it, therefore all debate is, or 
iis meant to be, precluded. I have honeftly, 
though perhaps fomewhatytoo bluntly, told you 
what 1 conceive the inter^dfthe Public requires. 
Silver, al other Gentlemen. are\alfo firongly im- 
preffed with the fame opiniojf. If you Ihould 
not be able to copeur ^ any things prbpofed on 
. gi’p^ttd^ 'ib unfortunate a 

OT 'Caitlmbifti^ bad tali^’n plabt between 
^^'th^e PubEfc^^C^ augur ill 

i^p^ J^ that'eafe j, butt fcCT fcould ac- 

' ' knowledge 
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knowledge that in rejefting whatever may be 
propofed .by others in whole, or in part, or in 
propofing what may feem good to your own 
judgment, you had only done what may pro- 
perly or regularly be done in every Meeting 
called as that at the Thatched-Houl'e has been, 
•without any fpecification of the matters propofed to be 
aptated at fuch Meeting. 

. I am. Dear Sir, 

With great regard, 

Moft fincerely yours, 

C. WYVILL. 


Paper IV. 

l etter in reply from Dr. John Jebb to the Revt, 
C. Wyvill. 


Dear Sir, . ^ 

IF any thing could induce 
We to break through the refolution I had fmrmed 
to decline appearing at a Meeting, the purpofe 
of which you gave me to underftand was to, 
conlider upon the proper means of enforcing 

Ff 4 a" 
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an union upon the principles of the Miniftcr 
your kind note of laft night would have had 
that eiTedl ; but I will freely own fome late oc^ 
currences have much alarmed me. They lead 
me to believe, that although the vifible agents 
are actuated by the pureft principles, and are 
totally unconfcious as well as incapable of any 
fimfler aim, fomething foreign to tlic main 
queflion, if not inimical to the real intereft <jf 
the People, is intended, which may be revealed 
in its day. 

In cenfuring the conducl of the majority of 
the prefent Parliament, and in animating the 
People to perfevero^ in the demand of their un- 
doubted right to ftiort Parliaments and a fairer 
Reprefentation, I would cordially concur. The 
llronger the language the more in harmony with 
my feelings. But an union upon Mr. Pitt's prin- 
ciples, although I would on no account be un- 
d^rftood to reprobate the whole of his Plan, I 
cannot bring rnyfelf to approve. The extenfion 
of the right of fuftrage to Copyholders is cer- 
tainly juft ; and although T have objc<Sions to 
an increafe of County Reprlsrfentatives, yet the 
transfer of the election fran^ife from decayed 
Boroughs to the Metropolis^ and large Towns, 
at prefent unreprefented, would certainly, when 
eflfeSled, be no inconliderable advance towards 
cpnftitutional perfection. Yet defeCls are evi- 
' apparent upon the foce of this fyfteni. 
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provifion as yet appears for the relief of 
fuch Boroughs as Bury^ Yarmouth, Cambridge, 
Buckingham, &c. where reafon requires, even 
upon Mn Pittas principles, that the right of tuf- 
fVage fliould in them be extended far beyond its 
prei'ent limitations. 

It is alfo an unluflln'ablc objeclion in my mind 
that a long period of lime inuft neceffariljr 
dapfc before any cffc<fl: of confequcncc can be 
produced by the operation of the principles pro- 
poled. The Country in the mean time may be 
niiiied — the People totally cnilaved. 

1 foe alfo ftrong objedions to tlie idea of de- 
pending for an improvement in the Reprei'enta- 
lion upvm the voluntary furrendcr oftheprefent 
n.onopolizers, more cipecially as d he Parliament 
v, c wifli to Reidrm isitfclf todirefi the circum- 
lUnccs of the purchafe. With refpcci: to the vio- 
lated right of fuffrage of the great collcffive 
body, Mr. Pitt rcprelcnts it as a conhderation 
of importance that all fuch views and profpc<5ls 
v/i!] be totally fovcclofed by the adoption of his 
plan, which he propofes fliall be final. I was in- 
deed greatly concerned to perceive, that in a, 
fpcech, certainly inanifefting real abilities, and 
difclofing much Conftitutional information, v#^ 
alfo comprehended m^^tter , totally unfounded, 
of the moft dangerous tendency to the 
caufe of Fr^dom. 

As I am perfuaded that a Reform when 
* . effected 
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cfFc^led muft take place in confequence of the 
aftive energies of the People of this Country, 
I Ibould think myfelf guilty of countenancing 
thcmifchief I apprehend, were I to go the lengths 
you feem to wifti in fupport of the Minifter's 
idea, I fhould not on any account be acceffary 
to the obftrucling of any real good he may pro^ 
pofe to eifeft for the Country. My late conducl 
at the Weftminfter Committee, I truft evinces 
that real good I will cordially aflift in promoting 
from whatever quarter it may proceed, at the fame 
time that I am firmly refolved to oppofe what- 
ever I eftcem dangerous to the caufc of Freedom* 
I will alfo freely own that the conduct of the 
Houfe, upon ]V|r. Sawbridge’s late motion, ap- 
pears to me an additional argument for alarm. 
To that Gentleman, to Lord Surrey and to Mr, 
Martin, tlie country is greatly indebted for their 
manly condufl: on that day : But did the filent 
vote of the Minifter difeover the proper warmth 
of attachment to the acknowledged Principles 
of the Conftitution ? The queftion you may an- 
fwer applies equally to Oppofition. TotaUy un- 
connefted with Party ; I feelV^o difficulty in ac- 
knowledging it applies to them, if poffible, with 
gr^^ter force. Heaven grant the Conftitution 
may meet with friends of a very different fpirit 
fo this its hour of danger, or. Engiilh Liberties 
will foon become an empty name* 

; 'In kriand as in a faithful mirror the real maxims 

‘ of 
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of the prefent Adminiftration, rcfpefUng Pcdltl. 
cal Liberty appear ftrongly reflefted and in their 
native deformity; Attachments, reftraints of 
the prefe, denial of the Right of the Si)bjed to 
bear arms, rejefHon of the Reform Bill ; in all of 
which the SLing’s Attorney General aiffs a con- 
fpicuous part. 

I certainly wifli an union of the People, I will 
do all in my power to promote one upon a juft 
and comprehenfive principle, I will cordially 
fupport any reafonable and pradicable plan, al- 
though it docs not immediately proceed to the 
full extent of my own idea, provided the eftedual 
Rights of the People are not reprobated in fuch 
plan, and all further improvements foreclofcd ; 
but I will never purfue a line of condudl which 
implies an apj)robation of Principles 1 abhor ; a 
line of conduift wliich would dillbciatc very 
many approved Friends of the Conttitution- 
from our caufc, and which vefts implicit confi. 
dcnce in a man, who though juftly refpeclablc on 
many accounts, has openly avowed hirafelf, and 
^ openly acted as the Minifter of the Crown. 

I'or thefe reafons,, and as my prefence at a 
Meeting, whet-e m]i,voice in all probability would” 
be difepr^nt from the general tone, cannot 
hly anfwipr, any .good purpofe — With the fin.* 
tcreft and heartfclf relpcfl for yourfelf and' 
“ch of the worthy Gentlemen as I hear , a^e to* 
be of your company, I leave to decline com- 
plying 
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plying with your obliging invitation. Our caufc 
I have no doubt will ultimately fucceed— -To 
the lateft hour of my life I will exert myfclf 
with unabated vigour in its fupport, whatever 
may be the event with relpeft to my fortune or 
my fame. Happy if my conduft be fuch as lhall 
approve itfelf to the friends of freedom and of 
public virtue, yet not deftitute of fufficient con- 
solation if deprived of every external fpccies of 
fupport, and confeious only of the approbation 
of my o\yn mind in the folitary hour. 

I am very lincerely yours, 

JOHN JEBB. 


Fakliament Street, 7th May, 1785. 


Pafer V. 
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Paper V* 

Rcfolutlon at a previous Meeting of Gentlemen, 
Friends to a Reform of Parliamentary Repre- 
fentation, held at the Thatched’^Houfe Tavern^ 
St. James' s^Street^ May 


J* RES RN1.\ 

Earl of SURREY, Chairman. 

Mr. Spencer Stanhope Dr. Price 

Lord Gallway Mr. Polhill 

Mr. Place Mr. Borrett 

Mr. Batlcy, fen. .Mr* Hawkins 

Mr. Batley, jun, Mr. Baynes 

Mr. Redman Mr, Fyiche 

Mr, Romilly Mr. H. Tookc 

Mr. Shore Mr. Brand HoUis 

Mr. Martin Mr. Wyvill 

Rcfolvcd, That Mr. Wyvill be defired, in 
tlic name of the Gentlemen here prefent, to 
fequeft of Mr. Pitt, that they may be favoured 
with a copy 6 { h;s Plan for the Reform of Rc- 
pefehtation, fot* the purpofe of calling a Mcet- 
hig, on the 24th of this month, to take thc^me- 
rits of it into confideration. 

SURREY. 


Paper VI 
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Paper VI. 

Refblutions at a Meeting held at the Thatched^ 
Houje Tanjern^ St* James* i^Strect^ May 24^ 1785, 
called at the Requifition of fever al Gentlemen, 
friends to a Reform of Parliainentary Repre- 
fentation, for the purpofe of taking Into con- 
fideration a Plan propofed by the Right Iloru 
William Pitt. 


The Earl of SURREY in the Ghair. 

I T was moved. That a Reformation of the 
Reprefentation of the People in Parliament, 
conducted on the principles, and to the extent 
Rated to this Meeting in a paper read by the 
Chairman, entitled A fiim mar y. Explanation 
of the Principles of Mr. PitPs intended Bill, for 
amending the Reprefentation of the People in 
Parliament,’ ' would form a fubjftantial improvc- 
itienl of the Conftitution. 

Which on a divilion pafled in th^ii^gative: 
Ayes, 39 ; Noes, 63- 

It was then refolved that the Proce^ngs of 
this Meeting be printed in the PubKc Papers, 
figned by the Chairman, with the names of the 
GenUemen as they voted. 

The 
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The following Gtntlcmcn voted for the Quefiion : 


Per John Andrews, JO/I^rdtn^ Kent 
j-tcLfon IJarwis^JKfq; Ctapbam^ Surrey 

B^ttey, Efq; Cbapet^rcet ^ 

I odge Bat ley, Efq; ditto 
J'^hu Baynes, Efq; £m^ay^ Yorbjbire 
K^v. — — Brydges, Kent \ 

joha Call, Efq; MP Cornnuall \ 

Chriftian, Efq; Temple j 

Clayton, Efq; Gtay's^Inn I 

^ r John Coghill, Knar^^to*^ rothJliirc\ 
■ Oalhlon, Efq; Itampfen^ Kent 
'i lu >n i-v Day, T^q; Anmngsley^ Surrey 
I D \'yic\\Cf¥.{c[\ Danbury PLice^^Jfex 
John Grant, Efq; MP Berijhtre 
GfjlTilh, Efq; Carnarvon 

J. Mhua Grighy, Efq; MP JDrinlJione^ 

Sujf hlb 

~~~* Hantrttond, Eltj; ffoydon^ Surrey 
nft. Hawkins, Efq; MP Carrtu .t/l f 
1 brand Hollis, Efq; Tbe Hide, Ejffx 

K . .j. J iinc3, Efq; Jy^ktham ILudge, Kent 
' •* Wailcin Lewes, MP London. 

Lloyd, Elq; Leeds 


Vifeount Mahon, M P 
W. Middleton, Efq; MP SuJ^oU 
Ailington Morlcy, Efq; Efex 
Charles Polhiil, Efq; Cbtpjlead'-Ffuce, 
Kent 

George Polhiil, Efq; ditto 
Mr Alderman Picket, London 
Samuel Shore, jun. Efq; Norton- 
Derbyjhtre 

William Sthith, Efq; Al P Clapbatn, 
Surrey 

Earl of Surrey, M P 
W.H.TcmhcreJi , E-fq; Ck^.eurng, Kent 
W. Tookc, Efq; Setjtant' t-hm 
John Horne 'Pookc, Elq; ditto 
— ‘T'urucf, Eiq; Limulnjbtre 
— — Urwiu, Efq; Notiin^bamJLir* 

P C. Webh.Efq; Ji til- ifeu/e, Surrey 
— —— Wclf, Efq; Cbatkam-jyuare 
Rev, C* Wy vill, Burton- Hull, Vorljbire 

Teller— W altcrSpcnccr Stanhope, 
Efq; MP Cannon- Hall, Torijhire ^ 


^he following Gentlemen voted againft the QuefiioxkZ 



* tiq; Surrey 

* Byron, Portutrul-Jlreet 

i'ho. Broderick^ LinoUn*t-^Zm 

n Burgoyne,MP 

a ^*’*"‘** ^^5 Sobo-/^«ar» 
dcl.amy, Cbamkh^reei 
•Jham Colhoan, Efq. m P 

«'■ i;cl5;i,3!4sr="" 

V, 77- Eli}! TtmfU 

hJ Bartj M P 

■i FitawWiam 

Hon. Rich. Fitjipatrict, M 


Sir H, Featherftonhaugh, Bart. M P 
— Godfrey, Elq; 

— — • Gpdfrey, Efq; 

James Hare, Efq; M P 
H. Hoafe, Efq; PaU-Eidll 
' Hon. Gco» Hanger, St, yamet* s-Jtreei 
Mr Harwood 

Dr. John Jehb, ParUament-fireet, 

jervois Clarke jervois, Efq; M P 

Col. Keating 

Earl of l.udlow, M P 

John MuHerB, Efq; ColtvUi, Noftiny- ^ 

bumjbire 

X>eniiis O’Bryen, Efq; Craven-Jlreet 
John Phillips, Efq; Temple 
Rct. Mr Peach, Majt-Sheen, Surrey ^ 
Mr Parker 

Sir Ric h. Rye reft, Bt. CsrltcnpTorlJkir* 

4 r 
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Mcirbti Tiyctoftf Efq; Llutoln t-Inn 
fcir John Ramfticn, Bt. Byrom^YcrkJbirf 
Royd**, Efc); Yorhjhire 
!Nich. Rainsford, £iq; NorthampUnfbirt 
George Reid, Klq; Great Vortland-Jlreet 
Hon. Andrew St. John, M P 
John Sawhridge, Eiq; M P 
yir F.StandiflijBt. Buxbury^LdncaJhire 
Col. Strickland 

A. H. Shove, Efq; X^incoln' s-Inn 


I Hon. John Townflicnd, ’ 

James Townflicnd, Efq; M P 
Hon. Charms Wyndham 
Sir Godfrey Wcbllcr, Bart. JSf.j . 
Abbey^ Hujfex 

Paul Wentworth, Efqj Yortflun 
Mr Weflern- 
Hdr Walfh 

T£lx.£R — L ord Maitland, M [• 


The following Gentlemen, with others wliofr 
names could not be obtained, attended tlic 
Meeting, but it cannot be accurately afccrtaincii 
\vhethcr they voted or went aw’ay before ti * 
diviiion : 


Mr Biggins 
Mr Came 
Mr Cartwright 
Mr Green 
Air Glover 
Mr Leeves 


Mr Morlcy 
Mr Pciife 
Mr Roach 
Mr Stevens 
Mr Supple 
Mr Tomlinfon 


The followng Gentlemen did not vote : 


Mr Bdneombe^ M P 
Mr Wilbcrforcc, M P 
Mr Martin, M P 
Sir W, Poolis 


Rev, Dr. Price 
Dr. Brocklclby 
Mr Hanbury 


SURREY, Chairman. 


NtJMBER XU- 



NuMIiER XVI 


l\.J>cr I. 

R(l lions rd a 1x10011110; of Gontlcmen, ^^c 1 )Q 
fwl (n^rccd to form ilK.ni fives ia!o <7 Society fjr 
C'(;nilitutlonal Infc>rmalion, held in London^ in 

A^l'id iySo* 


THE Gentlemen imdor^inont ioncci luvnng; 
nc^rcetl to form thomlclvo:, into a Svj^.ic ty 
fia' Cioiifiltnt iojKiI lntonn.it inn, Iv'vc 
conic to the follow ino;, aiinaigli otiicr 
Rotoiulions j viz. 

Rclolvc'clj 

this Society be c.illofi THE SO- 

1 c:ij: ja^ for consti ru i ion al in^ 
‘ <dGMA'ilON. 

Rcfolvcd, That this Society lie unlimittod iu 
number; and tliat no one Ihall bo oilcoincd a 
^’^hnibcr, who hatli lun i'ublnibod and paid at 
Ut one guinea as an annual fubfcrijjtion to- 
nab expcnccs ; ami no annual iublcriptioi\ 
VUI.. Ii. G - ihall 
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fhall exceed five guineas : and if any one lliall 
clioofe to compound by paying down fifty 
guineas, he lliall be deemed a perpetual Member. 

Rcfolved, That the annual fubfeription do 
commence on the firft day of May of this pre- 
fent year. 

Rcfolved, That all fubferiptions and donations 
in aid of this Society be paid into the hands of 
T. B. Hollis, Efq; in Craven-ftrect, Strand, 
until a Treafurer be appointed. 

Refolvcd, "i hat as foon as fifty Members arc 
aflbeiated, a General Meeting lhall be called, 
when the fcvcral laws and regulations ahead) 
agreed to fhall be read over ; and confirmed, 
altered, or annulled. And at this Meeting there 
fhall be cledlcd a Prefident, &c. 

Refolvcd, That all Members, after the affo- 
ciation of thirty is complete, fliall be chofen by 
ballot, &c. 

Ed. Bridpen, Efq. 

R, Brocklcfby, M. D. 

Rev. Mr. Bromley 
Major Cartwright 
John Churchill, £(l|. 

T. Day, Efq. 

John Eroft, Efq. 

T. H. Hollis, Efq. 

J. jebb, M. D. 


C. I.offt, Efq. 

Colonel Miles 
R. Price, D. D. 
Thomas Rogers, Efq. 
R. B. Sheridan, Efq. 
James Trecothick, Efq* 
John Vardy, Efq. 
Ercdcrick Vincent, Efq- 


Pajier If* 
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Paper II* 

Phe Flrft Addrefs to the Public from the Society 
for Conftitutional Information. 


I N the venerable Conftitution handed down to 
us, through a long fucceffion of ages, from 
our Saxon and Britilli anceftors, this is the balls 
and the vital principle— LAW, TO BIND ALL, 
MUST BE ASSEN'l ED TO BY ALL. 

And it was their felicity to have made that 
“ beft difeovery of political wifdom,’* whereby* 
this aflbnt of all throughout the realm was to be 
colieblcd and carried into execution ; namely, a 
hccly-chofen, a full and equal REPRESENTA- 
TION. But it was forefecn, that to delegate 
die power of enacting Laws to a hngle alfembly 
Rcprcfcntativcs, or to a linglc Council, or a 
ftnglc Magiftrate, would be to cftablilli at once a 
dcipotifm ; and to divide it between Two only, 
''^'ould not provide a lading fccurity againft that 
for that which Ihould once acquire the 
alcendant, would neceffarily render itfelf abfo- 
lutc. Hence it was wifely fettled that the Le- 
Siflature Ihould confill of THREi: diftina pow- 
with different gradations of dignity, and 
G g a con- 
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confequcntly different Individual intcrefts; wliiic 
the harmonizing of the whole fliould produce 
the good of the State ; fo that by reafon of thi> 
diverfity of individual interefts, and the oppo- 
ling fentiments and paflions thence naturally c\. 
cited, every matter propofed might be exhibited 
in all poffiblc lights, and undergo a full and free 
difcuflion; and nothing become LAW, but thro’ 
the medium of mature deliberation, and rnutiril 
conccffions to that grand intcreft which 
common to all. 

Thefe three powers we call King, I.ords, and 
Commons. 

It is on all hands agreed, that this inftitulioii 
of government is excellently adapted to the lo- 
curity of that FREEDOM which is our coJiimcn 
vihcritancc. But this is only acknowledged, lo 
long as each of thefe powers remains mdcpcmknt 
of cither or both of the other two : for, if one 
of them lliould lofe its independence, it is evi- 
dent that our government, notwithftanding out- 
ward appearances, would confift of only 
po^juers ; and if i%i<o lliould lofe their indepen- 
dence, it is equally evident that our govern- 
ment, although three in forfiiy would in cflccc 
con fill of only erne 

The moment that either the Crown, theLor^h. 
or the Commons lofe their independence, in that 
moment our Conftitution is violated, our Go- 
vernment is overturned, and our Liberty is en- 
dangered. * . 
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As every Englifliman has an equal inlicritancc 
iu this Liberty, and in tliofc Laws and that C\ui- 
Ititution which have been provided for its dc- 
h nee ; it is therefore ncccfl'ary that every Eng- 
lifliman fliould know wluit that Conftilution is; 
when it is SAFE, and when ENDANGERED, 

I'o diffufe tliis knowledge univcrfally through- 
out the realm, to circulate it through every 
^iI]Llgc and hamlet, and cv 'ii to introduce it 
into the humble dwelling of the cottager, is tlic 
wifh and the hope of this Society. 

I hey truft it is a wifli that will be approved 
1)\ all good men ; and that it ib a hope not ill 
founded, in a country whole love of Liberty is 
its characleriftic, and wdicrc every tliiiig gene- 
rous, and in f ivour of that liberty, is congenial 
V. ith the beft and warmed feelings of the People. 

So extremely limplc arc thofc lirli: principles of 
our Conllltution, upon which depends THE 
hIBKRTY OF niE PEOPI.E, that the So- 
ciety arc convinced any fuch inllitulion as 
tlicirs had for ever been unncccffary, had not 
certain of our Pa rliaments, without authority, 
unjuftly, and againfl their fidelity, difpifing the 
'viidom of the great founders of our Govern- 
i^^cnt and the Rights of their Conditucnls, de- 
parted from and violated this found maxim of 
popular Freedom, that I'o the bulk of any 
^‘^tion, deftined to labour and not to Jludy^ to ad 
^nd not to /peculate^ it is ncccffary to enjoy the 
undiminiffied, and the conftant cxercife 
G g 3 unabridged. 
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unabridged, of its legiflative or ELECTION 
RIGHTS, as //j^ only poffible means by which it 
can prefcrve its liberty.*’ 

It has been juftly obferved by a diftinguiflied 
writer, * that “ When a PEOPLE have loft the 
power of legally afferting their Rights, they arc 
expofed to that w hich is THE HIGHES r DE- 
GREE OF POLITICAL RUIN, thelofs of even 
the remembrance of them.** And agreeable to the 
above maxim, another excellent author informs 
us, that our Saxon forefathers eftablifhed their 
government in Britain, before the tranfaclions 
of mankind were recorded in waiting, at leaft 
among the northern nations : they, therefore, 
handed down to poftcrity the principles of their 
government, BY THE ACTUAL EXERCISE 
OF THEIR RIGPITS ; which became the anci- 
ent ufage and cuftom of the People, and the law 
of the land. And hence it came to pafs, that 
when this ancient cuftom and ufage ccajcd to 
aft, the rcmefnbrance of the cuftom ccafed with it. 
We may add to this, that, fince the Conqueft, 
our arbitrary Kings, and men of arbitrary prin- 
ciples, have endeavoured to deftroy the few re- 
maining records and hiftorical fafts, that might 
keep in remembrance a form of government io 
kind, friendly, and hofpitable to the human 
fpecies f .** 


• Dc Lolmc’s Conftitution of England, p. 210. 

f lliftoiical Eflay on the EngUdi Conftituiion, p- S- 
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It is the aim of this Society to fupply, as far 
is may be, the want of thofe deftroyed records, 
and to revive in the minds of their fellow-citi- 
zens,, THE COMMONALTY AT LARGE, a 
knowledge of their loft Rights ; fo that, know- 
ing the value of their inheritance, and the ab- 
folute ncceffity of exercifing their Elcftion Rights 
as extenfively and as conftantly as our facred 
Conllitution and its great founders intended, 
tlicy may reftore Freedom and Independency to 
that branch of the Legiflaturc which originates 
from, reprefents, and is anfwerablc to THEM- 
SELVES. 

That this Independency hath been unconfti- 
tutionally incroached upon, hath long, from its 
notoriety, been the public fentiment, and is now 
the public complaint : and even the Commons 
iloufc of Parliament itfelf hath acknowledged 
both the juftice and the ncccflity of this com- 
plaint, by its memorable vote on the 6th day 
of this month. 

It there be any one caufe of alarm to the 
People of England of greater magnitude than 
iill others, it is fuch a confeflion as this on the 
part of their Reprefentatives in the Legiflaturc : 
It is big with folcmn warning ; it is full of feri- 
tms admonition. 

Hence all thofe who have a regard for their 
peace, their property, or their facred laws ; all 
'vho feel the tender affections of kindred, or 
G g 4 children. 
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children, or parents; all who are friendly to 
focicty, or who love their country ; who arc 
infpired by gratitude to the founders and pre- 
fervers of this Conftitution, and who wifli to 
leave it as an inheritance to pofterity ; arc 
called upon by every conlideration which can 
awaken fleeping virtue, or ftimulate the breaft 
to wife and generous actions for their own and 
their country’s good, thoroughly to inform 
thcinfclvcs wJiat the Conftitution IS ; what is 
its prefent DANGER ; and by what means it 
may be placed in SAFETY. 




paper lH- 
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Pa/yer III. 

fbc Second Addrefs to the Public from the Society 
for Conllitutional Information. 


W ERE political evils as unavoidable as 
phyfical ones, it would juftify the in- 
dolence and dcfpr,ndcncy, with which we arc 
ton apt to endure their preflurc. Were tl\e lols 
of Pulilic Liberty, the decline and fervilude of 
Nations as mucli beyond the reach of huinaii 
exertion to prevent as llic great caufes of na- 
tural calamities, it would not be furprillng, lliat 
men (hould derive their great ell coj.folation 
Ironi infcniibility, ainl tamely fubmit to wliat 
tiv. as not pTanted them to avoid. But, iiap- 
\'iiy lor the I'pccies, inoft of the iiioral circuin- 
•' iiices, upon v'liich its happinefs depends, aie 
placed to much within its power, that it may in 
.'general be faid to be the only author ol' it'> good 
e\ ii fortune. Do \vc fee a particular Lom- 
uiunity advancing to power and glory, do we 
L’c it ihadowing the ocean with its fleets, cx- 
^unding its commerce, and giving law to tlic 
hirrounding nations, we fliall not he tlcccivcd 
'u concluding, that it retains an internal prin- 
ciple of vigour, which has hither lo prefer ved 
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its government from grofs corruption, and kept 

it true to the original ends of its inflitution 

Do we on the contrary fee that fuccefs deferts 
its arms, that commerce languilhes, that its mi. 
litary ardour evaporates in feeble and fruitlcfs 
efforts, that the tide of opulence is at an ebb, 
that its confequence, as well as the opinion of 
its force, diminilhes with its neighbours, wc 
may fafely pronounce that there is fome internal 
defeft, of which thefc calamities arc only the 
indication. In fuch a country vain will be the 
attempt tc^ reflorc its drooping fortune, by any 
means which fall fliort of a radical Reformation, 
In vain may fleets be fitted out, in vain may 
armies be raifed, in vain may generals be re- 
called, or minifters dilplaccd ; thefe changes 
may accelerate, or retard, but can never pre- 
vent approaching ruin. — While the fpirit and 
manners of the Roman common- wealth remain- 
ed entire, neither the invafion of Pyrrhus, the 
viclorics of Hannibal, nor the bloody irruptions 
of the Gauls, were capable of fliaking it on its 
firm foundations ; but when that haughty Peo- 
ple had lubmitted to the common yoke, it be- 
held its ancient glory accompany the decline of 
ancient manners. 

A foolifh or effeminate Prince, furrounded 
by a venal Senate, to whom the very name of 
virtue is either unknown or odious, was not 
born to retain dominions acquired by republi- 
can wifdom, and republican valour ; nor could 
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a People, which had loft all pretenfions to go- 
vern itfelf, long expect to rule over others. — • 
Kvery attack' of its rude and Icfs corrupted 
neighbours fevered fome part of the Kinpirc 
from the reft, till at length the mighty fabric, 
wliich it had been the labour of ages to rear, 
fell in an inftant, and left behind no traces of 
its former greatnefs. 

In modern times this ferics of events wliieh 
we ftill admire in liiftory, has been renewed, 
aiul we now beliold it hallening on to a Ihnilar 
c.itaftrophc. A fmall and obfeure Pcc^ple, con- 
founded with the crowd of barbarians, which 
fubinittcd to tlie Roman yoke, and fcarccly ho- 
noured with a name, preferved through all the 
fuccefliv'c calamities it was deftined to experi- 
ence, the feeds of future grcatnel's. Tlic fliocks 
of contending faclions, the gloomy zeal of fana- 
ticifm, the attempts which were made upon its 
liberties, and even the civil wars wliicli thofe 
attempts repeatedly produced, inftcad of de- 
prclTing, have only confpired to exalt it. — — • 
ihclc contentions, w'hich feemed to menace 
dcftruclion, kept alive, by the mutual jcalouiics 
they infpired, a fpirit of rational iiKiuiry, and a 
knowleclge of thofe great rights whic/i aic effen- 
tiil to human happinels. All the paliions too, 
ot which the mind is fufccptiblc, being continu- 
ally called forth, and applied to the noblclt ob- 
j'-fts, imparted to the national character that 
vigour and energy, w’hich rendered it equal to 
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the greateft enterprizes, and infurcd fucccft. 
It is an inquiry of the molt interefting nature, 
why England is the only Country, which has 
preferved in any degree of purity, that common 
Conllitution, which all the nations of Europe 
derived from their Anceftors : in this place it is 
fuflicient to remark, that its power and great- 
nefs have always been proportionable to the 
degree, in which the People have afl'erted their 
privileges. Thofe who arc continually declaim- 
ing againft intcUine divillons, and think an age 
of fervitude a cheap rcdeinpiion from a finglc 
popular commoiion, will do well to confidcr tlic 
blaze of glory wliich gilded thofe difaflrous C(;n- 
tefts which can never be rcincinhered without 
a tear, the awe and tcri\)r which this People 
imprclVed upon the mcjft powerful Sovereign 
of Europe, even during the ufurpalion of Crom- 
well, and the inftant difgrace and fliame which 
attended the reftoration of its Iicrcditary tyrant". 

Nor is it difficult to affign a rc ifon for thclc 
events — ^'Ihe Parliament wliicli took up ann> 
againft Charles I. and carried their fuccclfcs to 
fo aftonifhing a length, knew tliat they were 
violating the cllablilhed forms of the Conftitu- 
tion, and therefore made a bold appeal to the 
common rights and common rcafon of the Peo- 
ple. Nor could they hope for fuccefs, without 
encouraging principles the moft favourable to 
human liberty, as well as avoiding thofe cor- 
ruptions, which had been the ground of their 

oppolition : 
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oppolitlon : for men, who are doomed to in- 
cviiabb ILivery, will always prefer an hereditary 
.\iul preferiptive t) ranny to one of a later date. 
They had, bclidcs, embarked in a defperate 
li niggle, not one of the common caiifcs, in 
which the lives and property of a nation are 
hsiihed to advance the peiTbnal greatnefs, or 
gratify the private refentment of a Sovereign, 
but luch an one as rouzed the paffions, awaken- 
ed the energy, and occupied the foul of every 
individual. It was neccifary to conquer or 
to perilh ; and this was underllood by all. — 
private jcalouiies therefore, nor pcrfonal 
cmImIs, no hereditary prejudice of birth, none 
of the common arts and machinations, which 
place an awful ditbmcc between the favour of 
a Sovereign, and the virtues of liis Subjeefs, 
were lliflicicntly powerful to dcprcl's ability and 
courage ; every one gladly confpired to reward 
thofe talents upon which his own fecurity de- 
pended, and each individual feized upon the 
Station which he felt himfclf born to occupy— 
1 his is the ordinary cfibcl of civil commotions : 
'tvhich, while they confound all human diflinc- 
tions, frequently cure inveterate abufes, rcltorc 
the youth and vigour of a community, and re- 
move the obftaclcs of unfriended merit ; thus 
t^hc whirlwind, which fpreads ruin and dcfola- 
tion along the earth, is fometimes known to 
purify the air, and difpcl the collecfed feeds of 
pcftilcncc. Nor, when the fupreme power w'as 

invaded 
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invaded by Cromwell, was the nation therefor^! 
enflaved, or the principles of freedom fubverted, 
That man wJio united the virtues of a patriot 
with tlic ambition of a tyrant, knew, that a Pco, 
pic which had lately dared fo much and id luc- 
ccfsfully in defence of their Liberty, rccjuirctl 
the guidance of a firm but cautious hand ; and 
that it wascalicr to dazzle their haughty temper 
with the glory, than to bend it by the terrors of 
ufurpation. He therefore applied himfelf fo 
fuccefsfully to cultivate the genius of his nation, 
to reftrain its turbulent fpirit without cxtinguifii- 
ing its vigour, to incrcafe its commerce, improve 
its rcfources, and above all topreferve that force 
of difcipliiic and fimplicity of manners, without 
which all human power is but of fliort duration, 
that we fliall not regret the eminence he attained, 
if we can forget the fteps by wliich he afeend- 
cd. If we compare him with the fovereigns 
who preceded, he alone will appear by nature 
intended for a throne ; if wdth his fuccelTors, 
wx fliall perhaps apply to him, though in a 
different fenfc, that device which was invented 
for the perfidious Charles, exiit tyrannus^ rcgiv'- 
ultimus,^' 

The Reftoration, as we arc accuffomed to call 
it, that enfued, was accompanied with the nioft 
finiftcr omens. That Liberty, whofc mainte- 
nance has coft fuch ftreams of generous blood, 
and which might have been fixed upon a folid 
bails for fucceeding ages, w’as made the fhaincfu 

purchaie 
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purdiafc of private emolument ; and furround- 
in!T nations, that had turned their attention to 
a theatre, which prefen ted the moft awful and 
intcrefting fccnes, beheld with aftonilhment 
thofe rights, which it had been fatal to the 
father to invade, refigned without a flruggle to 
Jiis degenerate fon. A profligate and luxurious 
prince, infected with the vices of every country 
wliich had yielded an afylum to liis wandering 
fteps, deftitute alike of private and public virtue, 
without faith, or gratitude, or fliame, witliout 
the ambition of a tyrant, or the feelings of a 
man, feized withemt oppofition tlic throne of 
tlie haughtiefl People in the univerfe, and ufed 
it as an hereditary patrimony. He had been 
admitted without compact or ftipulation, and 
Jic foon afforded a ftriking leflbn of what that 
People muft expect, who hold their privileges at 
the mercy of a King, inftcad of defending them 
hy their own exertion. From the firft moment 
of his return, he gave moft unequivocal proofs, 
tiiat he conlidcred the Public Revenue as dc- 
Uincd to gratify his private vices, the forces of 
the kingdom as the ncccflary engines of def- 
potilm, the enemies of his country as his natu- 
friends, and every honeft man as his invete- 
rate foe. His life was one continued fccnc of 
riot and effeminacy, fometimes varied with the 
graver fehemes of deliberate tyranny ; fo that it 
doubtful whether his private character was 
^orc fatal to the morals, or Iiis public one to 

the 
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the liberties of his Country. The ancient and 
faithful friends of the fortunes of his family were 
difmiffed with ignominy, for wifhing to recou- 
cile the prerogatives of the king with the fafety 
of the nation, and the cxiftence of a C^onltitu- 
tion ; while the chofen band of royal fatcllites 
Was coinpofcd of men diftinguiflied only by their 
crimes ; the moft corrupt where all were venal, 
the moft abandoned where all were profii- 
patc : whom nothing could refeue from univer- 
ial fcorn, but becoming the objects of univciial 
hatred. — It is no wonder that fuch a reign ihould 
liavc been the a:ra of dil'grace and calamity ; that 
public credit Ihould have drooped, and national 
hohour declined ; that war fhould have degene- 
rated into piracy and rapine, peace into ci\ihind 
religious pcrfecution ; that the natural Iricncb 
and allies of England fliould have been exafpe- 
rated by undeferved and unprovoked hollility : 
to fum up all, that a dark and baneful confpiiacy 
fliould have been formed againft the Conftitu- 
tion of this Country, and the liberties of man- 
kind. 

Thefe are the evils and difgraccs to which a 
nation muft fubmit, that relaxes in the care ot 
its acknowledged rights. For it is tlic groflel 
prejudice to imagine, that there is fomethmg 
in the foil or climate of this country, more pe* 
culiarly adapted to the prefervation of Freedom* 
Heaven has not diftributed its bleflings with lo 
partial and fo fparing an hand. The noble 
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will thrive in every portion of the globe, where 
its leaves are watered, and its roots protci^ted j 
and in every climate will it droop and wither, 
when it is deferted by its natural defenders. If 
we caft our eyes upon the neighbouring nations, 
which arc now overwhelmed with common def- 
pofifm, w^e fliall not find one which did not ori- 
ginally boaft a Conftitution fimilar to our own. 
Spain has had her Cortez, France her three Eftates, 
Germany her independent Elc^ors, Sweden and 
Denmark their Senates. If thefc arc now for- 
gotten, loft and fwallowed up in one promifeu-* 
ous ruin, it lurely becomes us to take example 
by their fate, and to fteer the Public veffel far 
trom a fliore which is already covered with 
wrecks. 

How near we v/erc to this cataftrophe, the 
fituation of our Government at the Revolution 
may inftrueb us. A dark, vindictive tyrant, in 
ipitc of the oppolition of the beft and moll en- 
lightened part of the nation, was elevated to the 
1 Krone, which he had fcarcely occupied an in^ 
ftant, before he difplayed a deliberate defign of 
deftroying the few remaining Liberties of his 
Country— His brother had at icaft poffeflTcd £pe- 
cious vices ; but James, to ail the hereditary 
dclcds of his family, added qualities which were 
peculiar to himfelf : infplence, which not con- 
tented with invading the privileges, made him 
Itjritate the palEons of his PeopFe ; bigotry, fo 
fo fierce, fo unreftrained by reafon or ex- 
H h perience. 



Z 480 ] 

pcricnce, that he armed the natural fupporters 
of Arbitrary Power in defence of Freedom; and 
cruelty, fo devoid of mercy or forgivenefs, that 
he left no room for affection to his perfon, or 
pity to his misfortunes. Yet even under all 
thefe difadvantages, it is probable he would 
have prevailed, had he had no other obftaclc^ 
to encounter than the oppofition of his Subjeci:^; 
£6 much had public fpirit declined, fo little was 
left of the ancient Englilh charafter, fuch a love 
of indolence and pleafurc, fuch a general fupinc- 
nefs prevailed. — ^What would have enfued from 
fuch fuccefs it is not difficult to conjecture. As 
foon as the horrors of religious perfecution had 
ccafed, and a fuperftition which adds new fury 
to all the malignant paflions of tyrants them* 
felves, had been once more firmly cftabliflicd 
by the dcflruftion of every thing generous iu 
the character of the nation, or juft and equal in 
the principles of the Conllitution, that univerfal 
calm which is the furefl fymptom of political 
death would have fucceeded. Under fuch a 
Prince virtue and ability would have been alike 
fufpcctcd and odious ; while the only merit was 
a blind implicit deference to his moft extrava- 
gant commands ; to fpeak or think with free- 
dom had been treafon; to have hefitated at an) 
bafenefs, rebellion, and to have afferted the 
Rights of the People, deftrudtion. Wc 
eafily conceive what would have been the priee 
of preferment, either in the Church or State ; 
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and that the laws themfelves, wrefted into an 
univerfal engine of private oppreflion, would 
have refigned the lives and property of every 
individual to the difpofal of the Monarch; while 
the oracles of Religion wet^dumb to every other 
purpofc than that of inculcating the moft vile and 
abjeft fubmiffion. A juft and equal Government, 
winch confults the happinefs of mankind, is sd- 
ways the patron of morals, and the encourager 
of virtue ; fince neither extent of territory, nor 
fuperiority of wealth, nor the number of mer- 
cenary troops can beftow fecurity, but the fpirit, 
valour, and principles of its fubjecls armed for 
their own defence^ and united in a common 
caufe. Tyranny on the contrary, which always 
reverfes the order of Nature, and aims at private 
emolument through public ruin, finds it necef- 
fary to difeourage qualities which might be 
formidable to itfelf, to weaken in order to go- 
vern, and to difarm every hand which is capa- 
ble of ufing a £word to an honeft or a generous 
purpofe. We may eafily conceive that fuch a 
Government, in its progrefs^ would confider 
even Induftry and Commerce, although the im- 
mediate principles of national vigour, as form- 
ing impediments to the views of a Prince or his 
Minifter ; and, with the dark and malevolent 
policy of Philip II. of Spain, think it neceflary 
to introduce univerfal indigence and mifery in 
order to infure obedience* In every inftance, 
therefore, the general good would have been 
Hh 2 fcandaloufly 
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fcandaloufly given up, or counteracled ; the 
national honour bafely facrificed on every Public 
occafion : while the moft calamitous and unna- 
tural wars were lightly entered into, or pertina- 
cioufly purfued, did ffiey flatter the private am- 
bition of a Prince, fecure the power of a Mini- 
fter, or increafe the perquifites of a Sycophant, 
Projefls like thefe afford ample fcope to carry 
on the generous defigns of Arbitrary Govern- 
ment; to break the fpirit of a nation by private 
and public calamities ; invade its property by 
the mbft immoderate impolitions ; extinguifli 
its few remaining privileges ; abolilh all diftinc- 
tions but that of Slave and Tyrant ; and bow it 
by every circumftance of infamy and degrada- 
tion to the yoke. If we have feen the reverfe 
of this picture take place during a long feries ot 
years which fuccecdcd the Revolution, we muft 
attribute it lefs to a change of Governors, than 
to the courage and vigilance which the People 
derived from their own fuccefsful ftruggles, and 
to the renovation of the Conftitution. 

Whatever magic there may be in particular 
names, whatever real diftinftions in the chara^lcr 
of individuals, experience fufficiently evinces 
that the effefts of power are as fimilar and uni- 
verlal as the paflions and nature of Man ; and 
that neither private obligations nor public con- 
fidence, neither Ihame nor gratitude, nor tlic 
fiicrcd doctrines and influence of Religion nfeh 
upon its immediate Profeflbrs, have ever been 

fuflicicnt 
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i'ufliclent to reprefs the inordinate cffe<fls of am- 
bition. Were it neceffary to illuftrate this by 
example, we might Ihew by what fteps the petty 
Sovereigns of all the European nations have gra- 
dually emancipated themfelves from their former 
ilate of limited dominion. We could, in almofl 
every inftance, afeertain the particular aera when, 
cither by force or fraud, they have wrefted from 
their fubjedls, or from their brother tyrants the 
nobility, each of the privileges which are now 
become the favourite claim of Royalty. We 
could fhew through what unparalleled crimes, 
by what fucceffive fccnes of perfidy and cruelty, 
with what an utter difregard of all the fan<5lions 
of Morality and Religion, as well as the conti- 
nual facrifice of Public Good, they have arrived 
at the diftinguiflied honours they now enjoy; 
wc could even frequently fix, with accuracy, 
the time, when a particular family has become 
divine, by throwing off every thing human in 
its character ot conduct. 

This was well underftood by the fubtle andcom- 
prehenfive genius of Machiavel, when he afl’erted, 
that no Government can be Lifting which is not 
frequently reduced to its fir ft principles. He knew, 
that laws and forms were weak barriers againfi 
the encroaching fpirit of thofe wlio are intrufted 
'vith their execution ; that mercenary troops 
can never be wanting to defend, nor Cafuifts 
to vindicate, nor Priefts to fanctify the exceffes 
of ambition* He lived in a Country, which had 
II h 3 feen 
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fecn theConfular Fafces borne before the deftroy- 
crs of the Republic; and where the moft dread- 
ful defpotifm that ever trampled upon the Rights 
of Nature had been erefted, under the fliadow 
of a Religion which breathes peace, good-will, 
and equality to mankind. He therefore taught, 
that the vigilance and vengeance of the People 
muft be placed like a flaming fword to guard 
their Rights ; and gave the moft falutary and 
effeAual admonitions againft unlimited Power, 
by exhibiting the crimes through which it is 
purfued, the horrors by which it is maintained. 

That the Government of England underwent 
this procefs, at leaft to a certain degree, muft be 
evident to all who have ftudied the hiftory of 
thofe times. Though the agents in this great 
bulinefs, ftartled at the importance of their own 
attempt, and wanting honefty and boldncfs to 
avow the principles upon which they afted, have 
left the jufticc they owed their Country's wrongs 
unfinifhed, though lateft pofterity may execrate 
that timid or interefted policy which meanly be- 
trayed the Caufc of Freedom, at the very inftant 
when her triumph was complete ; yet, under 
whatever pretext a King is driven from the 
Throne, there can be little difpute concerning 
the principles upon which that expullion muft 
be juftified. Foreign nations were indeed fur- 
prized to fee the Rights of Humanity fpringing 
up and bloflbming under the fliadow of a Throne; 
and that thofe who were for annihilating the li- 
berties 
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bertics of millions, to gratify the pride of a few ^ 
indolent ufurpers, fliould be driven from tlic 
precincts of a Court: they did not conlider that 
the love of Power, which continually impels the 
great to violate every duty, may even produce 
contrary effects ; and make them, when it is 
their intcrefts, encourage Virtue, and patronize 
'Iruth. 

To thefe principles of our Conftitution, re- 
ftored to part at leaft of their original purity, 
have been owing the internal ftability and fafety, 
the external glory and power of England. — 
In vain were the tyrants of the world leagued 
againft that Government, which refted upon the 
broad bafis of general confent and public free- 
dom. Vain alike were the attacks of violence, 
and the machinations of fraud. While civil and 
religious pcrfccutors were depopulating all the 
continent, here might a real lover of humanity 
have contemplated an afylum open to the unfor- 
tunate ; religion, wdiich addreifed itfelf to the 
rcafon, not to the fears of men ; laws which de- 
fended property, without opprefling the poor } 
a Government which preferved its own autho- 
without annihilating the privileges of its 
lubjcfts, and fubjefts who had learned to obey, 
without abandoning their claim to refill:. If 
warlike feats deferved a place in the page which 
ts dedicated to human happinefs, we could pro- 
duce atchievements which equal the luflre of 
l^ome in its brighteft blaze of glory. Wc could 
Hh4 fhew 
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fliew the ocean covered by our fleets, our arms 
triumphant upon every fliore, and our empire 
not only acknowledged, but blefled by the re- 
moteft inhabitants of the globe. Such, and I'o 
irrefilHble are the efforts of a People, whofc Go- 
vernment is founded upon Freedom, whofe arms 
are direfted by Jufticc. But what renders the 
retrofpeft more awful and interetting, is to be- 
hold commerce, agriculture, and population, in- 
creafing even amidft the tumults of War; and 
numerous bands of generous adventurers, iffuing 
from the prolific bofom of the parent ftatc, to 
tranfport their manners, rights, religion, to tlie 
extremities of the earth, and carrying with them 
the protection of heaven, and the feeds of future 
greatnefs. Were we not acquainted with the 
continual viciflitude of human affairs, was 
hiftory itfclf any thing but a regifter of public 
calamities, of nations enflaved, and empire^ 
funk for ever, we furely might have confidercd 
fo llupendous an edifice as perfect and fecure ; 
and while wc admired the beauty of the work, 
pronounced the eternity of the pile. PofTefl'ed of 
freedom fo often vindicated, of rights fo ac- 
curately afeertained, of a Government not 
founded upon the ravages of conqueft, or the iin- 
fnemorial degradation of mankind, but deduced 
from^lain and pofitivc compact ; deriving gieat- 
nefs not from the oppreflion of its neighbours, 
but from the bleflings of nature, and the exer- 
tions of induflry, this Country might furely fecoi 

preferveu 
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prefer ved from all the common caufes of decay. 
Above ail, whoever had turned his eyes towards 
the vaft Atlantic, and beheld the majeftic form of 
the Englifh Conttitution, with all* its admirable 
proportions and noble llmplicity, imitated and im- 
proved by a multitude of riling Hates, which glo- 
ried in their common origin, and limited depen- 
dence upon thisCountry, would have thought that 
Providence itfelf had directed the wondrous plan 
of human happinefs ; and while he faw nothing 
within tlie reach of either wifdom or fortune to 
add, would have only breathed a pious prayer 
for its perpetuity. 

Let us now confider a different feene, which 
prefents a mournful inftance of the in{l||^iiity of 
human affairs, and the rapid decline of greatnefe. 
Let us again turn our eyes to the fame People, and 
behold them labouring under the complicated 
cilanutics of hoilile attacks and domeftic cor- 
ruptions ; toiling through all the horrors of an 
uni'ucccfsful civil war, wafting their fmall re- 
maining forces on vifionary Ichemes of mad 
ambition, baffled and defpifed by their enemies, 
deferted by their friends, abandoned by Heaven, 
and delivered up to almoft inevitable dettruition. 
1 he fliadcs are indeed dark and dreadful ; but 
tlic refemblance is too ftrong to be miftaken : 
and it is no longer time to be cheated with the 
deceitful colourings of hope and adulation. — 
Whatevcr ills our prefent fituation offers to our 

view. 
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view, whatever diftreffes the fad perfpeclive of 
future years may threaten, it is neceflary to be- 
hold them with a fteady eye- For thus alone 
can we make a proper ufe of the refources which 
yet remain, in order to procraftinate our Coun- 
try's fate ; or, if fortitude and prudence are in- 
fufGcient to avert the impending ruin, it is better 
to perijOh like men that have exerted themfelvcs 
to the laft, than to be fwept away like helplefs 
animals, entangled in the toil, and flaughtered 
without reliftance. 

And here we fhall not fcruple to apply the 
principles which we eflablidied at the beginning, 
and to affert, that fuch a defeent from the pinna- 
cle of gfeatnefs, to the lowcft abyfs of fliame, 
could*hevcr have enfued, without a correfpon- 
dent change in the principles and Adminiftration 
of the Englifli Government- It has been long 
remarked, that there is a tide in human things, 
which is never fo near an ebb, as when it is lifted 
beyond its bounds, and feems to fwell the higheft. 
This circumftance, which is attributed by the 
ignorant to fome myfterious power and denomi- 
nated fortune, is eafily rcfolved by keener and 
more penetrating underftandings, into the ne- 
ceffary agency of moral caufes. If the very hairs 
of our head are numbered, and not a fparrow 
falls tp the ground without the permifllon of 
Providence, ftill lefs can we fuppofe that mighty 
empires, which involve the deftiny of millions, 

ar^ 
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are detached from the general chain of caufes, 
and left to fluftuate at random. 

But as an attentive obferver might have pre- 
dicted the future fate of Rome, at the very in- 
Ttant when flie exulted over the fall of her 
afpiring rival 5 thus would an Englifli patriot 
have trembled for his Country’s fafety, when 
Hie had reached that point of glory which ad- 
mitted no farther augmentation : and while he 
beheld her inveterate enemies humbled at her 
feet, her empire extended to the oppolitc limits 
of the earth, her fleets returning with every 
wind, and loaded with the luxuries of every cli- 
unte, he would have feared tfie fure contagion 
which has ever accompanied excelRve profperity^ 

I hat contagion has long been circulating in 
fl’crct through this devoted land, tainting the 
iburccs of national happinefs, and corroding the 
vitals oi the Conftitution. Among the People 
it has produced an headlong rage for trifling and 
dangerous pleafures, a contempt for the virtuous 
iimplicity of ancient manners, and an oblivion 
their mod important rights ; among the great, 

*1 luxury which knows no bounds, an indifference 
to the public good, and a difpofition to facrifice 
the dignity of birth, the duties of rank, and the 
opc of future fame, to the low enjoyments of 
the prefent moment. 

Could fuch difpofitions have long fubfiftcd in 
^ nation with fafety to their liberties, it would 
been the firft exception of the kind within 
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the annals of humanity. It would have implieU 
a degree of wifdom, virtue, and moderation in 
their rulers, which no eftabliflied Government 
has yet been able to boaft. We have therefore 
no reafon to be furprizcd, that every pofliblc ad- 
vantage has been taken of the general fupinc- 
ncfs,and that a malignant influence has incrcafcd 
in filence, till it is almoft too mighty for oppo- 
iition ; and by undermining every fupport of 
the Conftitution, threatens the entire dcilruclion 
of the pile. 

The ftability of that Conftitution has, through 
many fucceeding ages, depended upon the Pub- 
lic virtue and integrity of our Parliaments. — 
The neceflity of a mutual co-operation between 
the King and the Reprefentatives of the People 
gave the nation every fecurity for their Rights, 
which they could then think neceffary. What- 
ever grievances had been introduced during the 
iutermiflion of Parliaments were fure to be forci- 
bly reprefen ted, and their redrefs demanded, be- 
fore the exigencies of the Sovereign were fup- 
plied. Men that confidered theinfelves as the 
immediate Agents of their Fellow Citizens, Ic- 
lefted for the particular purpofe of tranlading 
Public buflnefs in their names, fhortly to be 
mingled with the common mafs, and to lharc 
in all the confequences of their own conduct, 
could not eafily be induced to impofe burthens 
which would opprefs theinfelves, or to furrenoti 
rights which were effential to their own fafct>* 
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Nor were thofe modern refinements yet invent* 
ed thofe generous indemnifications which a 
grateful Minifter beftows upon the Deputies of 
the People, to reward them for their patriotifm 
and loyalty. Nor was it yet underftood that a 
finall number of individuals, frequently deftituta 
alike of fortune, virtue, and abilities, introduced 
ai^ainft the confent of the People, voting in oppo^ 
lltion to their opinions, and lavilhing their pro- 
perty without their confent, had a right to dis* 
tranchife their Electors, and bereave them of 
thofe very Powers to which they owed their 
own exiftence. Such contradictions and ab* 
furdities are the offspring of modern times, as 
well as that political legef-de-main which can 
concentrate the eflbnce of a populous County, 
or a commercial City, in a ruined fheep-fold j 
nid wliich, while it gives the laborious occupier 
nn equal lhare in the Legiflature with an hun- 
lired thoufand rcfpcctable Citizens, can, if ne- 
edfary, annihilate the political exiftence of mU- 
lions, make an Houfe of Commons fpring up 
feven, or feven hundred fucceffive times from 
its own aflies, and veft the virtual Reprefenta- 
tion of an immenfe Continent in the Corpora- 
tion of a Cornifli Borough. It cannot be ima- 
?pned that fuch doctrines can have been propa* 
,^ated, without giving the jufteft alarm to the 
J'cal Friends of their Country. They have there- 
fore repeatedly endeavoured to ftem the torrent 
corruption, to expel the minions of a Court 

from 
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from the temple of Public Freedom, to reftore 
our Parliaments to their original purity, and the 
People to their hereditary Rights; and had they 
fucceeded in their attempts, there is every reafon 
to belicve,that we fhould have efcaped the weight 
of misfortune, which is now from every quarter 
burfting upon our heads; nor have added to the 
many paft examples of ambitious phrenzy, the 
fpedacle we now afford of finking Greatnefs, 
and a fhattered Empire. 

But it is the common failing of human beings? 
to be. more difpofed to lament the preffure of 
misfortunes, than to take precautions againfi 
their approach, or even to exert themfclvcs for 
a cure. States, like individuals, frequently be 
come wearied with the pradbice of thofc virtues 
which have produced their exaltation ; and in 
a fudden accefs of delirium throw away the ad- 
vantages which it had coft them ages to acquire. 
In vain do the few unprejudiced patriots, who 
with more penetrating eyes look into futurity, 
endeavour to awaken them from their delufion, 
and point out the chains which are fcarccly per- 
ceivable under wreaths of flowers: their fagacity 
is defpifed, their predictions flighted, their fupe- 
rior virtues hated, till the hour of vengeance is 
arrived, which difpels the fliort-lived dream ot 
pleafure and fccurity, and roufes the niiferablc 
victims to real flavery and fubftantial ruin. 

This has been long the cafe with our own n^' 
tion, and we arc now paying the feverc penalties 
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of former folly. What repeated warnirigs have 
\vc received of the increafing venality of our 
Reprefentatives ; and how often have we neg- 
lefted the opportunity of placing the Public Li- 
berty upon a permanent bafis ! But fo long as 
there could be a doubt concerning the extent of 
the contagion, fo long as they condefeended to 
fpread the flighteft veil over their infidelity, we 
acquiefeed in the deceit, and chofc to expect 
that relief from time, which is only attainable 
by virtue : as if univerfal experience had not 
Ihewn, that the firll infringement of National 
Rights, which is permitted with impunity, is 
the introduftion of every evil; that the attempts 
of ambition never finiih but with the patience 
of mankind ; and that there is no medium be- 
tween oppofing the leaft encroachment, and 
fubmitting to the greateft. But with our de- 
luded Countrymen lUbry pretext, however fu- 
tile and ridiculous, has been alternately fuffici- 
ent to quiet their fears, and lull their jcaloufies. 
Sometimes their liberties have been invaded to 
defend them the better againft the attacks* of 
tyranny, fometimes becaufe a patriot King en- 
joyed the Throne ; fometimes they were per- 
fuaded to forego redrefs, becaufe the Minifter 
'vas cmbarraU'ed with war ; fometimes becaufe 
he dared not interrupt the Public Peace ; fomc* 
times for fear of excluding the Peopled real 
friends from Power ; fometimes becaufe the 
ieople’s real Friends had obtained the Power 

they 
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they fought, and mufl: not hazard its lof?, 
Wretched nation, that has been induced lo 
make the difeafe inveterate in expeftation of a 
cure, and that did not underhand, that it wai 
a matter of no confequence in wliat name, or 
by what party they were enflaved ! 

But there is a certain degree of provocation, 
which it is unfafe to offer even to flaves. \V c had 
feen with tranquillity our treafurcs wafted, and 
our blood poured out in quarrels which did not in- 
tereft the nation ; a multiplicity of laws, con- 
trary to the principles of a free Government, 
cnadted ; the national property lavifhed upon 
the nation’s inveterate foes, and perpetual iin- 
pofitions eftabliflicd, as odious in their nature 
oppreflive in their operation. We have beheld 
the facred influence of the laws fometimes per- 
verted to opprefe innocence, fometimes evaded 
to confer impunity upojfl^the blackeft crimes. 
Mercenary troops have been augmented in the 
hour of peace, and the guardians of the People’s 
Liberties have fanclitied that univerfal engine of 
opprellion. The bafeft means of corruption 
have been openly adopted and avowed as a 
ncceffary fcheine of Government ; and left tii- 
People at large fliould poffefs dangerous or in- 
tracfable virtues, it has been judged necefiary to 
debafe the native honefty of the Englifh cha- 
racier, by autliorifing every thing which c:tn 
moft efieclually fubvert it. Thefe, and a thou- 
fand other inftances of Public Corruption, have 
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long been familiar to our viewi without engage 
ing us to vigilance or efFeftual oppofition ; fo 
deep has been our lethargy, fo implicit our con- 
fidence in our own fecurity: But neither the 
degrading patience we have exerted, nor the li- 
cence of opprefling with impunity, nor the fpoils 
which have rewarded our beti'ayers, were fuiH- 
cient to content their unbounded appetite for 
mifehief. It has been judged neceflary to petfe- 
cute and extirpate Human Liberty wherever it 
was found. One nation was too fmall a Thea- 
tre for rapine, and therefore it was decided to 
icatter death and havock over the whole Weft- 
ern Continent, and to diiperfe enmity, divifipn, 
rage, and mutual defolation through all the paVts 
of the nobleft Empire in the Univerfe. Such a 
projeft as this was indeed worth ambition !— 
To rivet the chains of unborn millions, to blaft, 
like a rapid peftilence, the bleffings which Heaven 
had beft owed on half the Globe ; to Ihcw that 
neither ocean, defart, nor wildernefs, is fulKci- 
ently wide or dreary to proteft a Angle remnant 
of the fpecies from the yoke ! — or ihould they 
dare refill:^ to exercife unlimited fury againft the 
devoted rebels; to interdict them from the com- 
nion rights and mercies of War itfelf j let Iqofe 
the ungovernable ferocity of favage rage upon 
their defenceleis wives and children ; deftroy 
their generous and valiant youth in fields of 
battle ; and then, by the gentler operations of 
li Civil 
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Civil JuMce, gibbets, exile, and impri&mment, 
ecxxirpate the few the Iword bad ^ared. 

Such may, perhaps, be the language of fome 
future philofophic Hiftorian, who, removed from 
all the paMons, interefts, and prejudices which 
dazzle the aiflors in thele important fcenes, ihall 
relate the awful events of the fwefent period.-» 
Such a man, perhaps, without coniidcring the 
topics which are fo forciUy impreifed upon an 
Englifli mind, the eternal and illimitable obedi- 
ence which every Colony owes to the Parent 
State, the omnipotence ^ a Britifli Parliament, 
or the generous defign of defidating an immenle 
Continent to make it free and happy, may re- 
gard nothing but the interefts e# hiunanity.-- 
With fuch a view of things he may, perteps, 
execrate the Authfors of me American War as 
equ^y devoid of poficy, pul^c Qntit, and ba- 
manity ; and white he beholds on one fide the 
rights ^ Nature, the intorefts of Mankind ^ 
xi£ng Empire formed upon the adfaieft prind- 
ples of equity and teifon, and deftined to prove 
a common refuge from Burt^an Tyranny, ^ 
may fee nothmg on the eth«s, but the low, ilh- 
bcral alms of fet&lhnefi^ avarice, and cruelty, 
that would, if poffitde, coontenaft the debits 
Providence itlelfi eagrofs itsbieffings, or c<mvert 
them into curfes for all the reft of the Species. 
Should filch a writef hereafter exift, it is proh»' 
Vie he may add, after haini^ brou^t the hiftoTT 

of the American conteft down to the prefent aff 

fuch 
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fttch were the aims of the Britilh Miniftry, but 
the weaknefs of their measures was equal to the 
iniquity of their councils. That noble Country, 
which had fo long been the bulwark of Euro- 
pean Liberty, was doomed at length to iubmit 
to the common yoke, a juft reward for having 
deviated from its former principles, and become 
the inftrument of oppreflion* Inftead of the 
triumphs it had expelled, inftead of feeing the 
fpoils of the pcrfecutcd Colonies poured into its 
territories, inftead of feeing the commerce of 
all the fubjeft Weft enrich its Merchants, baits 
which the vile incendiaries of the war had made 
ufe of with too much fuccefs, it was doomed to 
experience every ill it had endeavoured to in- 
flift: its wealth was deftined to circulate through 
the very Country it had devoted to deftrnftion; 
Its commerce was gradually diminifhed by the 
depredations of its enemies, and by the intoler- 
able impofitions which were levied upon the 
People. ITnrverfal poverty and defpair feemed 
to pervade the land j all ranks and orders of 
Men begun to ihare in the general diftrefs ; the 
poor, the rich, the obfeure, the great, the idle, 
the induftrious, were all alike included in the 
unequalled miferies which had invaded the land, 
excepting the few who received the fpoils of their 
Nuking Country, infeAed with its curfes, and 
polluted with its blood. They now begutt^ to 
perceive, with an anguilh which it is difficult 
exprefe, that they had been deluded by the 
I i 2 groifefe 
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groffefl; artifices, to throw away the nobleft prize 
that was ever poffeffed by mortals: — America 
was irreparably loft; yet was there no term 
propofed to their diftreffes, no hope of peace, 
no attention to fpare the laft refources of an 
exhaufted nation. 

In this extremity of public and private diftrefs 
fome remains of the ancient Englifli fpirit feemed 
to burft forth from the embers under which it 
had been fo long concealed. All the real and 
difihterefted Friends^ of Public Freedom, all who 
had viewed with filent forrow and indignation 
the progrefs of venality and the diminution of 
. the People’s influence, thought it neceflary to 
unite in one laft effort ; and to prevent, if pof- 
fible, their Country’s ruin, which feemed the in- 
evitable confcquence of fuch meafures as were 
then purfued.— Roufed from a lethargy of fo 
long and fo fatal a duration, they viewed with 
aftonifliment and horror the complicated ca- 
lamities which furrounded them, and rightly 
deemed, that all was loft, unlefs fome check 
could be interpofed to the prevailing corrup- 
tions of their Government, and the People re- 
ftored to their fundamental Rights. The fplen- 
dor of their meridian glory was indeed paft, tkc 
dream of greatnefs diflipated, and the pageantr) 
of Empire loft; but peace, fecurity, and freedom 
were yet attainable bleffings, denied to violence 
and ambition, but beftowed on virtue. 
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Such may perhaps be the account hereafter 
given of the Petitions lately offered by the En- 
glifh People : may it be added, that they were 
attended with the ampleft fuccefs, and diffufed 
returning vigour through every part of the 
Conftitution ? That private intcreft and ambi- 
tion, which had fo long been fuffered to tri- 
umph amidft their Country's ruin, were thence- 
forth reftrained within their proper and falu* 
tary bounds : that the enormous burthens un- 
dcr which the nation had fo long groaned ; 
which had been accumulated under fuch a va- 
riety of pretexts ; which had equally ferved 
to inipoverifli the People and corrupt their Re- 
prefentatives, were at length fubmitted to the 
wholcfome regulations of a new Tribunal, fu- 
perior to every impreflion of fear and intereft, 
and folcly intent upon the great and ncceffary 
objecT: of Public Oeconomy. Above all, may it 
be laid, that this great and conflitutional Re- 
tormation, by reftoring the Englifli People to 
ail their Rights, reftored them to all their Vir- 
tues ? That waking from their difgraceful le- 
thargy, they viewed the carnage and defoJation 
which had been perpetrated in their name with 
lorror and remorfe ; and that with the ancient 
hereditary generofity of their character, they be- 
gun to admire the very virtues they had fo lately 
pcrfccuted, and inftcad of invading the rights 
^ others, turned their whole attention to the 
JUaintenance of their own. 
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Ani- 
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Axunwitcd with thcfe confideratlons, this So- 
ciety, which feels for tlieir Country’s wrongs 
with all the fenhbility which becomes the name 
Englilhmcn, have undertaken the talk of 
toufing their Countrymen to the defence of 
their hereditary Rights. Convinced that all re- 
maining hopes oiflafety are centered in the great 
Body of the People, which, though fometimes 
deceived concerning the means, can voluntarily 
purfue no other end tlian the general happinefe. 
^Iiey wifh to awaken them from their lethargy 
-^hey wifli to awaken them while the means 
of fafety are yet left, before the Englifti Confti- 
tution lhall have become a name which it is 
dangerous to pronounce, a fliade which it is 
fetal to evoke. While it is yet permitted to 
appeal to the feelings and underftanding of the 
nation, while there are no laws which fetter 
the afdvity of the mind, while neither perpetual 
imprifonmeht, nor death, nor torments, arc de- 
nounced againft the hardy Citizen that Ihsdl re- 
mind his Countrymen of their expiring privi- 
leges, they dare to perform that mournful but 
neoeffary duty. They therefore fet before thcra 
their undoubted Rights, fo often vindicated, fo 
often confirmed ; Rights eftablilhed by imme- 
morial ufage, confirmed by the pureft dccifions 
of their Legiflators, and illuftrated by the la- 
bours of Men, whofc underftandings have be^ 
the ornament of humanity, as much as their 
private virtues were the honour of their Coun- 
try. 
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try. Convinced, that thoTe who wifh to enflavc 
mankind will always attempt to divert their at- 
tention from the danger v^ich threatens their 
liberty, till the mortal wound has been received, 
they prefent an antidote to the poifons which 
have been fo indufiriouily diiFufed. They be- 
lieve, that whatever dilutes may happen con- 
cerning the origin of Government, there can 
be none eoncerning its end and objeft. They 
are neither awed by the clouds of myllerious 
darknefs which time has thrown around the 
bafis of human eftablilliments, nor by the fifli- 
tious rays with which feperftition encircles par- 
ticul^ brows ; 2md they acknowledge no divi- 
nity in any form of Government, farther than 
as it is a method of producing the Common 
Good, laactified by the con&nt, and founded 
upon the neceiSties of the Peqple. He that can 
believe otherwife, and while he admits that the 
Deity has giv^n equal powers to all the ipecies, 
paffions to ftimulate them to the purfuit of gopd, 
and rea&^n to direft their choice, aiSbrts that 
they are fiit^^led, without refource, to the ca- 
price of a few mortah, we9:k;, contemptible, and 
bounded ^ themfelves, he called the Friend 
of Sovere^ns, but muft be reputed the enemy 
ot luiman kind : he may ac well imagine^ .that 
the lion IS not to be refiftnd becau&Jie hasia^s 
to teax ; or the ferpent, becaufe he has poi^ 
to infeft ; but be will not perfuade the African, 
that the arrpw with whida he pierpes the mon- 
I i 4 ftcr^s 
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fter’sbrcaft, or the javelin with which he nails 

the bloated reptile to the ground, does not 
^qually enter into the defign of Providence 
nor are fuch principles lefs dangerous to the 
fifety of the Ruler, than fatal to the Rights of 
his Subjects; for while they eftablifh the throne 
of defpotifm upon the necks of half the fpccics, 
they are equally favourable to the firft ufurpcr 
that can vault into the feat, and lafh the af- 
frighted fteeds over the body of their former 
inafter. 

If we mention thefe great principles of all 
human fociety, it is not becaufe we appeal to 
them againft the Conftitution of our Country, 
but becaufe this Conftitution is more imme- 
diate!; derived from them than is generally 
known, Amongft the many falfe and injurious 
calumnies which have been thrown upon thofe 
who diftinguiftx between the intereft of their 
Country and that of an iniquitous fadlion, none 
is more common nor more unjuft, than that of 
attempting innovation, Wc cannot, therefore, 
better conclude our addrefs upon this important 
fubject, than by declaring, in the moft explicit 
manner, that nothing is more foreign to the 
opinions and defigns of the Society. But 
we have the lefs rcafon to be furprifed at impu- 
tations like thefe, becaufe they have always been 
the weapons made ufe of by the abettors of fals- 
hood againft the Friends of Truth. With them 
it has always been the moft unpardonable fedi- 
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tion to queftion the omnipotence of the prevail- 
ing power ; and while the oppreflbrs of man- 
kind are allowed to avail themfelves of every 
engine to overthrow the eftabliflicd privileges 
of tiieir Country, it is rebellion in the People 
to vindicate their invaded Rights, or even to 
inuimur at the encroachment. But it is not to 
fuch men that we appeal. 

Let tlic ingenuous and uncorrupted part of 
our Countrymen decide which are the real 
friends of the Conftitution, and which the in- 
troducers of innovation ; thofe who would pre- 
ferve it in its original vigour, or thofe who, with 
a Teeming reverence for the forms, would an- 
nihilate the fpirit; thole who wifh to free it from 
the dirt and filth which impede its motion, or 
thofe who would deftroy the machine itfelf, 
rather than reftore it to its former purity ; thofe 
who contend for the clearcft rights eftablifhed 
in the nioft folemn manner, or thofe who, after 
having bafely and furreptitioufly invaded them, 
appeal to their own perfidy as a prefident. Left 
\yhat we have already faid lliouid not be fuffi- 
cicntly clear, we think it ncccfiary to add, that 
we confider an hereditary fovereignty and 
nobility as effcntial parts of the Conftitutioa 
'vhich we claim, and admirably adapted to the 
genius of the Englifh nation. But at the fame 
that we declare our approbation of a limited 
prerogative and a privileged nobility, wc would 
that there is no Englifhman that is not falfe 

to 
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to tke name, and a traitm: to hie Country, that 
would wilh to increafe either of thefe powers at 
expence of the third and moft effcntial, the 
Commonalty of England. By what means the 
People have been deprived of their effential, 
rights, by what imperceptible degrees the Re. 
prefentatives of a whole nation have been chang- 
ed into the deputies of a few paltry and venal 
Boroughs^ by what unconftitutional innovations 
thefe pretended Reprefentatives have affumed a 
power of extending their own exiftence, though 
it may he doubted, whether the afts they pafled 
for that purpofe are more valid than thofe of the 
Long Parliament after the Abolition of the Kings 
and Lords, we have hifllciently explained in the 
trails we have already printed and difperfed.— 
By what fteps the immediate creatures of the 
People, invefted with delegated powers to expreis 
the fenie, and prote£l the rights of their Con- 
fiituents, have been gradually converted into 
the inveterate enemies and deftroyers of every 
thing they were choien to defend, will be fulE- 
dently evident to all who have remarked the 
proceedings of our late Parliaments. This only 
will wc ohferve, that corruption has now fo 
.exceeded its former limits, iuch widely-diflFufcd 
calamities have been occafioned in its courfe, axui 
iuch an open contempt has been exprefled for the 
intcrefts and approbation of the People, that the 
meafure of our wrongs is iull. As we ean have 
no remaining hopes of redrels fiom any thing 
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but our own exertion, we folemnly invite the 
free and uncorrupted part of the nation to unite 
for the affertion of their iong-neglecfed rights, 
in the moft dangerous crifis that ever threatened 
their deftruftion. And, as nothing feems better 
calculated to keep alive the facred fire of Public 
Freedom, than to diffufe political and conftitu- 
tional knowledge through the great Body of the 
People, as nothing can more forcibly impel a 
community to ftruggle for its Rights, than to 
give it juft notions of their importance, and of 
the inevitable evils which muft attend their lofs, 
we prefume to folicit the approbation and con- 
currence of all our generous Countrymen to the 
defign in wlilch we are engaged* JLct them re- 
flect:, that the battle is loft while every individual 
confults his private cafe and fafety, and that 
thofe are ieparately trampled upon, who col- 
Icftively would be feltln the balance, andindinc 
the fcale. If there is fet room for additional 
evils, or new difgraces ; if a People can fubmit 
to more degrading iiifiilts than have been al- 
ready heaped upon our heads, it may be the part 
of prudence to wait the event, or embrace a mean 
3nd precarious neutrality j but if wc have al- 
ready reached the uttnoli verge of Freedom and 
t>f Honour, if the leaft advance is ilavery and 
perdition, it becomes us here to make a ftand 
ilie determined obftinacy of racn^ who 
they have neither retreat noi* hope beyond 
fpot which they now occupy and defend. 

Paper IV. 
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Paper IV. 

!The Third Addrefs to the Public from the Society 
for Conftitutional Information. 


Audirc eft opera® pretium, procedcre re<5le 
Quirem Rotnanam, latiuinque augcTcere vultis. 

£nmus. 

A PERIOD of live years is now nearly elapfeJ, 
iincc this Society firft took upon itfelf the 
talk of diftributing Conftitutional Information 
among the People of thefe Kingdoms. — It muft 
be confcllecl, that the time, when we commenced 
our labours in the public fervice, was peculiarly 
favourable to our undertaking. The nation had 
then juft begun to feel the complicated difgraces 
and miferics of a war, waged againft all the 
deareft intcrefts of juftice and humanity. The 
fplcndid fucceflbs of our former contefts with the 
Iloufe of Bourbon, frefli in the memory of the 
People, ferved only to embitter the feries of in- 
aufpicious events, which attended our war with 
America. And, though at the commencement 
of ihofc unfortunate difputcs, the People, daz- 
zled with the luftre of former vidlorics, intoxi- 
cated with profperity, and impatient of controul, 
fcorned the dilates of rcafon or of juftice, the 

humiliating 
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humiliating circumftances which had fincc taken 
place, had not a little contributed to difpofc them 
to liften fomewhat more willingly to the voice 
of admonition. Accumulated taxes, the certain 
confequenccs of a long and expenfive war, had 
naturally put the nation upon conlidcring, whe- 
ther the war, in which they were then engaged, 
were juft and neceflary, or the refult of mis- 
guided ambition. 

Different, however, as were the opinions on 
tins fubjeft, and various as were the arguments 
by which they were refpeftively defended, yet 
the honeft advocates on every fide of the 
tjueftion, agreed in one point ; that is to (ay, in 
the neceflity of a fpeedy and fubftantial Reform 
in the expenditure of the public money — wifely 
confidering, that that meafurc was equally 
neceffary, either to carry on a burthenfome war 
with effc<ft, to reftore our finances already al- 
moft irremediably difordcred, or to diminiili the* 
exorbitant influence of the Crown. 

The oppofition, which an oeconomical Reform 
experienced from a venal miniftry, even after 
the People univerfally groaned under the in- 
tolerable burthens of the war, and after the in* 
hucnce of the Crown had been complained of by 
Parliament itfelf, excited a general fpirit of dif- 
content and inquiry. The moft probable means 
of carrying this popular meafurc agaiiift the 
united efforts of intcreft and powxr, and of pre- 
serving the nation from again experiencing 

fiinilar 
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fimitar calamities, were queftions wfcich en- 
groffed the attention of the People at Large, and 
Ittcrcafcd the thirft for political knowledge. The 
fnoft obvious and moft radical prefervative, 
which then prefented kfelf, was a REFORMA- 
TION OF PARLIAMEN1\ This opened a 
mod: cxtcnfive, though not a new field, as well 
of fpeculative as of practical dilcuffion. In thefe 
ufeful political fpcculations, the induftry of 
many public-fpirited writers was employed with 
C> much afliduity and fuccefs, and every fpedcs 
of Conftittitional Information was caught by the 
public with fuch eagernefe and avidity, that 
perhaps the grounds of juft Government, and 
the principles of the Englifh Conftitution arc 
now better underftood by the nation^ than at any 
former period. 

The unremitting zeal, manifefted by this So- 
ciety on all thofe important queftions, cannot be 
forgotten by the public. It cannot be forgotten, 
now loudly we Kftcd up our voice againft the 
baneful American w’^ar ; how carncftly we urged 
a Reform, as well occonomical as Parliamentary. 
And we rejoice to find that our labours have not 
been in vain. We pleafe ourfelvcs in the rc- 
fteftion, that we have been in fame degree in- 
ttrumental in kindling that fiamc, which hath 
extended its influence to the remoteft corners 
of our ifland. The (acred fire of liberty bath 
even burft the barriers of the ocean, and (pread 
far and wide over our fitter kingdom. Nor 

(ball 



C 509 3 

iliall its force abate, until our purified Conftitu- 
tion fhall ctnergc from the flame, with all its 
ancient vigor and renovated luftre. 

But, while we indulge thefe pleafing hopes, 
what is our concern to fee the profpe<ft clouded 
by repeated attacks upon the moft valuable part^ 
of our Conftitutxon, THE TRIAL BY JURY, 
and THE LIBERTY OF THE PRESS! we 
&ould be wanting to our fellow Citizens, wc 
fhould be wanting to ourlHvcs, and to the en- 
gagements, which, by aifociating, wc entered 
into with the public, were we to fufFcr fuch 
events to pafs without animactrerfion, without 
expofing their dangerous tendency, and pointing 
out their only remedy. 

In Ireland we have beheld a daring mfringe- 
ment on both thefe ineftimablc privileges, by att 
aft pafied in the laft Seffion of the Par&ament of 
that kingdom, which has in certain cafes drawn 
the cognisance of the crime of publifhtng a Hbcf 
from the ancient conftitutional tribunal of a 
Jury, to the fumroary Jurifdiftion of juftices ap- 
pointed by the Crown. Let not our brethren in 
Ireland confide themfelvcs with the lenity of the 
punHhment inftifted by that ftatute. Every 
invalion of the rights of mankind hath appeared 
at firR in its lead odious form, and time only 
hath difeovered all its natural deformity. Let 
them be aflured, that this apparent lenity is but 
a lure to reconcile them to the prineijrfe of the 
biH. Let them permit this Parliament to chaftife 

them 
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them with whips : future Parliaments will chaftife 
them with fcorpions. The fame neccflity, which 
is faid to call for this dangerous innovation, will 
be made the pretext in future for arming it with 
new terrors, for increafing its penalties, and 
multiplying its punifhments. Objla principih^ as 
hath been well obferved, is the only fafe rule ot 
practical policy. 

But can we be furprized at this attempt in a 
remoter part of the empire, when, in the very 
Metropolis of this kingdom, in the cafe of the 
Dean of St. Afaph, the moll alarming doclrincs 
have been held forth to the public, by the majo- 
rity of the Judges of our Court of King’s Bench r 
We are well aware, that in no very modcrii 
times, Prerogative Judges have maintained, 
that the jury had no right to decide, whether the 
paper in queflion were or were not a libel. But 
we arc certain that tliis doctrine is of no high 
antiquity : and, on the contrary, that the moft 
ancient, and moft authoritative writers on the 
£ngli£h law, have maintained the right of the 
jury to find a general verdict. We mean not, 
however, here to center upon the difeuffion of a 
point of polltive municipal law ; %ve fhall only 
lay, that, if the law be as the Court have in this 
inftance declared it, there is an end of trial by 
jury in matters of libel : there is an end of the 
liberty of the prefe : the Englilh Confiitution is 
no more. 


You 
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You may, perchance, be told by fome courtly 
Lawyer, that the prcfent Judges have fiiid and 
done no more than their predeceffors have faid 
and done before them. It is fit, however, that you 
Ihould be informed, that the dodh ine now held 
forth is infinitely more esttenfive, and tij^finitjely 
more dangerous than all that has been laid dowtj 
by the moft arbitrary minifters of juftice 
mer times. Their adjudications extended Only 
to matters of libel. Their decifions could. afie^ 
only the property, the liberty, or the reputation 
of the fubjeA. , “ow for the firft timd 

told, that the crimes of forgery and writing an 
incendiary letter are exadly in the iamc predS* 
cament with that of pubjfilhing a libel. W« 
now -learn, titat not only the property, the -li-* 
berty, and the reputation, but even the life, of 
the fubjecl are at the difpofalof fixed MagiftrattSi 
appointed by the Crown. ■ i 

But, as if thefe meafures and thefe doflrinei 
were not fullicient to awaken the attention of 
the Public, it is ftill more ftrongly called upon 
by fome recent tranfaflions, in which, with com- 
plicated mifehief, the trial by Jury is aboKflied; 
the right of Popular AflcmbKcs is violated, and 
an Inquifitorial POwer of extorting EviderteO 
from a Prifoncr is eftabKlhed. We mean die 
late unprecedented profccutions by attachment 
in Ireland. That any man fliould be treated as 
a criminal for convening the People at their own 
requeft, to deliberate on the mode of attaining 
VOL. 11. K k a 
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a;Redrefs of their Grievances, is not a little ex- 
traordinary. That this act, if done by a Sheriff, 
fhould be deemed a contempt of the Court of 
living’s -Bench, is ftill more incomprehenfible. 
But that a perfon fufpefted of a crime Ihould 
Jbc compelled by durefs of imprifonment to be- 
come his own accufer, is indeed a fubje£t of the 
moft ferious alarm. If fuch a mode of proceed- 
ing be tolerated in any part of the Britifli do- 
minions, there Is an end of all the beaded pre- 
emin^ce of our fyftem of criminal jurifpru- 
dence. In France, the preliminary torture no 
donger exifts. In Spain and Portugal,, we hear 
no more of the feverity of the Inquiiition. And 
In England and Ireland, where it is a fettled 
principle of criminal law, that no man is bound 
to accufc himfelf, that a confeillon extorted by 
threats, or even by promifes, is of no avail 
againll aPrifoner, {hall we fufier ourfelves to be 
compelled to anfwer interrogatories upon oath, 
framed by an incenfed Attorney-General, for 
the avowed illegal purpofe of making us crimi- 
nate ourfelves ? In our own hiftory we read, 
that the rack was not unfrequently ufed againft 
State Prifoners, during the tyrannical reigns of 
the Tudors, and the firft of the Stewarts. But 
in vain will all the Judges of England have de- 
clared their abhorrence of fo deteftable a prac- 
tice, in vain will they have exclaimed, that no 
fuch punilhment was known or allowed by our 
law*, if, by fubmitting to the procefs of attach- 
ment, 

* Rufli. CpU. I. 
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merit, We acquiefce in the principle of tortux%# 
For where is the mighty, difference between ek- 
torting a confeffion by the rack or by imprifon* 
ment ? Nay, is not the former beft fuitcd to the 
generous and courageous fpirit of a Briton? 
Would he not prefer the fhort but dreadful 
trial, where he may Ihew the vigour of his mind 
unfubdued by all the violence of the rack, ra- 
ther than languifli out his days in the glooniy 
and fervile horrors of a prifon ? ' 

Nor fuffer yourfelves to be told, that the nijef- 
thod of examining the delinquent upon oath in 
matters of contempt, is of high antiquity, and 
‘‘ by long and immemorial ufage is become tKc 
‘‘ law of the landf.^^ A bad cuftom ought to 6c 
abolifhed. High antiquity and immemoriail 
ufage can never make it to be the law of’ the 
land’^ ; but furnifh an unanfwcrable argument 
for its fpeedy abrogation. 

Nor let our Countrymen of Grcat^Brltaik 
imagine themfelves uninterefted in the concern^ 
of the People of Ireland. The Liberties of our 
fifter kingdom, the remaining hope of Britain, 
united to us by all the ties of long connexion, 
vicinity, fimilarity of language, of manners, at^ 
of law's, can never be to us an obJe<5t of imau 
importance. Every precedent of law adduced 
Kka in 


tc 


Stack. Corf. IV. *88. , . t . 

Judge Yate., in the cafe of 

1 utage, even from the foundation of Rome itfelft would WK 
lake them good.” * Black. Rep. 56*. 
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ifi Aipport of thb extraordinary dbifiiine, may 
be cited in our own Courts with equjd propriety 
and juftice. Engliih Judges may perhaps be 
ifound (perhaps they hive already exifted) to 
Support the fame docirines and the fame prac* 
tice. Let Our Countrymen reflet, that in this 
cafe the fame law prevails in both kingdoms. 
-Our Liberties are infeparably conne^ed with 
thefe of our Brethren in Ireland. We muft 
ftand or fall together j or, at leaft, we fliall not 
tong &rvive them. 

Such are the fads, which we fubmit to your 
.'‘COn£[<^eration : and fuch are the motives, which 
compel os to declare, that your Liberties are in 
danger that your Con/iitufion ts Jhaken to the foun- 
dation ! and that, unle& a ^cedy and fubliantial 
exertion take place on the part of the People, 
ii will fall to rife no more. 

To hope that Parliament, as it is now con- 
ftituted, would even offer to remove, one by 
one, the caufes of our complaints, would indeed 
be a v:un and vifionary expiation. Parliament 
it£elf is in too corrupt and miferable a Hate to 
attempt to reform grievances. And, were our 
Legiflature to undertake, and even to accom- 
pUOi, fo laudable a purpole, we are forry to 
fey, it is by no means certain, that the refult 
"would be aDfwerable to the hopes of the People. 
New grievances will ftill arife, as wounds will 
continually break out, where the cure is in- 
cc^iuiplete# 


Let 
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Let us then intreat you by your Propcrti^ 
your Liberties, your tivesi by all that is dear 
to you as Men and as Citizens^ for a while to 
fufpend your attention to thefe leffer, though 
grievous, wounds to the fconftitution. I^t us^ 
for the prefent, direft our united force againft 
thofe intolerable badges of Slavery, the fourees 
of all our calamities, the unconftitutional dura* 
tion of Parliament, and a defeftive Reprefenfa* 
Uon of the People — a Reprefentation fo totally 
mangled and abfurd, as to fubjeft us to the pity 
or the ridicule of all Foreign Nations. No 
more let us boaft of our Freedom at home, our 
Glories abroad* Our Glories are tarniihed: 
our Liberties are fled ; and, if we lofc the 
golden moment^ will never more return. 

In the whole courfe of our endeavours to 
obtain a Reformation of Parliament, never did 
any opportunity prefent itfelf fo favourable as 
at prefent. At what former period of pur ex- 
ertions were the People of England fo ftrongty 
fupported by the voice of their Brethren in 
Scotland and Ireland ? When had we a Minifler 
bound down by fo many folemn eng^gemcjrips 
to promote a Parliamentary Reform, and at tlje 
fame time fo powerfully enabled to^j^|&>rc^; i|t ? 
Who can remember an oppofition feong* 

ly difpofed to fecond our endeavoursT Nothing 
remains to be wiflied Jbr, but a vigorous fup- 
port of our Friends in Parliament, by numer- 
Kk3 pus^ 
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ous applications on the part of th^ People : and 
thi§ we truft will not long be wanting. 

When this grand National Grievance fliall be 
done away, when the People fliall again have 
acquired their juft weight in the fcale of Legi- 
flation, then, and not till then, lhall we behold 
our Rights reftored, our Liberties re-eftabliflied, 
and all the detail of lefler abufes corredled and 
removed* Then only will our apprehenfions of 
danger from the Power of the Nobles and the 
Prerogative of the Crown be wholly difpellcd. 
Then only lhall we feel, that the Rights and 
Privileges of the Commons* Houfe of Parlia- 
ment are in fa6i the Rights and Privileges of 
the People of Great-Britain. And, if our late 
heavy calamities have deprived us of the hopes 
of ever repoffefling that dazzling fplendour (fel- 
dom, alas ! productive of fubftantial good,) 
which once encircled the Britifli name, we may 
at leaft infure domestic Happiness and Li^ 
PERTY to ourfelves and our pofterity, 

January 178 ^* 
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ADVERTISEIS^IENT 

YROM TH» 

Society for Conftimtional Information. 

/ N reprinting the following publication^ the Society 
for Conftitutional Information have two diJUn^ 
cbjeSis in view. 

The JirJi ahd mojh important is that^ which is the 
grand purpofe of their Infiitution^ the promoting of a 
fuhjiantial Reform in the prefent defe^ive fyjiem of 
Parliamentary Reprefeniation. 

The other is of a more private and perfonal na^ 
iure : the vindication of the char oiler of the Society^ 
from an imputation originally thrown upon them by 
the enemies of all Reform^ but Jince countenanced by 
many^ whom ( however they may have been miftakm 
in this particular^ or however widely they may differ 
in opinion from the Society J they firmly believe to be 
Jincere Friends to a Parliamentary Reform. 

The general tendency of the Society's publications 
has bceny rather to afeertain the extent of the Rights 
of Mankind, than to point out any fpecijic mode of re^ 
gaining them, or of countera6ling the deplorable ffe^ls, 
which have attended their lofs. 

In fiicb refearcbes, they have uniformly adopted 
the hroadejl and moft folid bsffs in preference to any 
temporifing fyftem, perhaps better accommodated to 
the httmour of the LegflcUive Body, as at prefent con^ 

flituted. 



C ^9 3 

Jliiuted. Jn fo doing they have endeavoured io place 
before the eyes of tiye People^ a model of that perfections 
which it may perhaps be difficult to attains but which 
ought io be the ultimate aim of every wife nation. 

It is, however s fomewhat extraordinary^ that the 
propagation of tbefe doClrines fhould give rife to an 
ideas that the Society would never countsnanee any 
Plan of R forms ^hich did not fully quadrate wkb 
their envn notions of perfeClion. * \ _ 

ne Members of the Society are not fo totalfy 
acquairtted with men and thingSs as to expeCl an im* 
mediate compliance with the full extent of fb^r 
wiffies : nor yet fo blirtd to the national inter ffis at to 
rejed any plans from which a confderable portion f 
public good is likely to enfue. 

For which reafonss the Society for Con/litutiottal 
Information have publifhed the following plans ^ 
neafurCs whichs if fully carried into executions would^ 
in their opinions be a. substantial melioration 
OF THE Commons* JIouse o? Parliament* 


June 3d, 1785. 



SUMMARY EXPLANATION. 

F rom Mr. Pittas introduftory fpeech, on the 
1 8 th of April laft, it appears, that his Plan 
for Reforming the Reprefentation of the People 
cpblifts of two parts. 

I. In the firft of thefe a fyftematical addition 
of Members to the Counties and the Metropolis 
is propofed to he made, not by increafing the 
prefent number of the Houfc of Commons, but 
by transferring the Right of Eleftion to the 
larger diftricis from fuch decayed or inconfider- 
able Boroughs, not containing four hundred 
houfes, as may be induced, on the offer of a 
fatisfaftory compenfation, voluntarily to make 
that iurrender. 

. The execution of this propofal, if it fliould 
be adopted in the next Seflion, would take, place 
immediately after the expiation of the prefent 
Parliament. For the whole fyftcm of additional 
Reprefentatives to the larger difirifts, would be 
afeertained finally, in that Seffion ; and before 
the next General Elcftion a number of finall 
Bproughs would probably agree to furrender 
their franebifes, to an amount fufficient to for- 

nifli 
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nifli the intended augmentation of Members to 
the Metropolis, and the Counties, in a certain , 
order, and in their due proportion according 
to their prefent population j at Icaft, if the dif- 
franchifement of a fulBcient number of fuch 
Boroughs fhould be thought not likely to take 
place during the exiftence of this Parliament, 
as it is here fuppofed, yet, when the means for 
effefting this voluntary furrender fhall be con^ 
fidered, it will be found highly probable, that 
the disfranchifement during this Parliament 
would be great, and before the period of a fe- 
cond General Eledtion would arrive, it could 
hardly fail to be complete. And Aircly this 
defpatch in an operation of fuch immenfe mag* 
nitude, to which the confent and co-operation 
of fo many individuals would be indifpenfably 
Tcquiflte, may well deferve to be confidered ^a 
fufEciently fpeedy execution of this part of bis 
plan. 

The number of additional Reprefentatives to 
the great diftrifts is propofed to be feventy- 
two ; for which the disfranchifement of thirty- 
fix fmall Boroughs would be wanted. The 
means by which fb confiderable a furrender of 
tile Right to return Members to Parliament id 
expefted to be obtained is certainly adequate to 
the end propofed, and yet in the view, either 
of equity or of expedience, perfcftly unexcep- 
tiondbje, - 



E 5aa 3 

^ .It b prc^&d that a million of pounds fter* 
be fet apart, as a fund for compenlation to 
Boroughs which may be disfranchifed ; that 
whole fum be divided into thirty-fix fiiares, 
^ which, that each Borough agreeing to fur- 
render its Eleftive Right, and applying by Peti- 
tion from two thirds of its Electors to Parlia- 
tnent for that purpofe, be entitled to one fhare, 
ta be diftributed in due proportion among the 
]|sverai perfons interefted therein, according 
to their refpefUve equitable claims, by a fpecial 
^natnittee of the Houfe of Commons, to be 
{Appointed in the fame mafiner as Committees 
ire. appointed to try the merits of contefied 
J^leftions ; by which, if any queltion fliould 
^ife, touching the Right of Voting, or whe- 
ther the Petitioners are aflually two thirds of the 
Voters, fuch queftion fhall be decided ; that the 
interefi of thefe thirty -fix fiiares, or feveral 
principal fums of money, be accumulated and 
idded to each principal funi, until by the deci- 
fion of fuch Committee, each fum, principal 
aiid intereft included, fiiall be awarded to fome 
fmall Borough, on its voluntary application to 
be disfranchifed. By this provifion, the fum 
^prqpriated, if not large enough at firft to re- 
duce' the decayed Boroughs to furrender their 
Obno^oua Rights, would continually incrcafe, 
^4 tei^ts^tion, fefign them would be- 
ppme ultimately iffefili^Ie. 
tp* the othec ps^- of Mr. Pitt’s fyftcm 

of 
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of Reformation, a fubfequent improvement of 
the Borough Reprefentatlon would be afcir- 
tained, and carried into execution on fimilar 
terms : and, moreover, a principle 6f future 
and perpetual improvement in the Rcprefenta- 
tion of Towns to an indefinite extent wodld 
be eftabliftied. 

When the Repreifentation of the Counties and 
the Metropolis fhall have been reftified, in the 
mode and to the extent already deferibed, it ii 
propofed that a fecond fum be fet apart to ih- 
ducc fuch decayed 9 r inconfiderable Boroughs 
aforefaid, as may ftiU remain, to make a farther 
furrender of the Right of elefting Members of 
Parliament, in order that fuch Right may be 
transferred to the towns of Birmingham, Man* 
chefter, and other large unreprefented places, 
whenever fuch unreprefented places fihall refpcc- 
tlvely petition Parliament for the fame, alfo, that 
the elective franchife, exclufively enjoyed by a 
few inhabitants. Members of the Corporate Body 
in certain towns, may be imparted to the in- 
habitants, houfeholders of fuch towns, occupy- 
ing houfes affeffed to a certain final! amount, 
on the voluntary application of fiich Corporate 
Bodies to Parliament to furrender their exclu- 
fivc pri\^leges. 

The exterifion of the right of fuffrage to 
many fubftantial houfehcJilers in the Metropo- 
lis, the unreprefented towns, and thofe, towns 
where the Right of Reprefentation is at pre- 

fent 
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fent exduflvely enjoyed by a few* -inhabitants, 
be the neccflkry confequence of the fevc- 
transfers, and communications of the Eledive 
l^ght propofed in the two parts of this fyftcm. 
The admiflion of Copyholders to the Right of 
Voting at County Ele^^ions, would form a dill 
greater, and a perfectly unexceptionable, addi- 
tion to the Conftituent Body ; for which, it is 
pnderftood, that a feparatc bill would be pro- 
vided accordingly. Regulations alfo for nmiti- 
|>]ying the places of Poll in the Counties, for 
thi better afeertaininent of the Right of Voting, 
fot reducing expence, and preventing Bribery 
at Eledions, would be included as fubfidiary 
parts of the fame fyflein. 

It is not denied that the nation may, when it 
fees caufe, refume a public truft which has 
been exercifed unfaithfully, or in a manner in- 
jurious to the common welfare. This is a prin- 
ciple which no friend to the Revolution and to 
the prefent Government can hefitate to acknow- 
ledge. But where the grievance to be removed 
itnplies an offence puniihable by law, but not 
proved, in that cafe it feems not unbecoming 
the lenient fpirit of a free Government inftead 
bf ^^punifliing without conviclion, rather to de- 
fome means by w'hich the grievance in quef- 
tion may be aboliflicd without hardfliip, if 
pOjBible, to any individnal. To condufk Politi- 
ck R^e^ormation on thefe Principles, is not only 
ai^ jB^tlitable mode of proceeding, but when the 

* abufca 
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abtifes complained of are interwoven with tlie 
intereft of powerful Men, and fupported by tlie 
habits and prejudices of the age, it is, in fack, 
the only mode in which the correclion of fuch 
abufes can be attained. 

In the cafe before the Public, Corruption in 
many inftances may be juftly fufpeftcd, but it 
has not been proved — Shall we then attempt 
a forcible abolition of the fmaller Boroughs, 
an a(9: of power, grounded on no proof of guilt or 
breach of their public truft; or (hall we prefef 
the voluntary furrendcr of that truft, obtaincyf 
by lenient means ? Surely, if each mode of diC* 
franchifement were equ^y feafiblc, compenfa^ 
tion in fuch circumftances would be preferably 
to compulfion, and better fuited to the genius 
of the Britilh nation. But if no mifufage of 
their franchife, nor even a fufpicion of guilt 
could be alledged againft the fmaller Boroughs, 
if the only ground of the forfeiture of their 
Rights, were Rated to be the mere inequality or 
confeffed impropriety, that a few inhabitants of 
the decayed Boroughs, Ihould return Members 
to Parliament when many populous places ary 
unreprefented ; the compulfivc deprivatiqn of 
the Boroughs on that ground would be ftip 
more incompatible with the generous temper of 
our Countrymen. 

In the laft, century, before Paxlmmerttary 
Corruption was fufpefted to cxift, of perhaps 
thought to be poflible to any dangerous extyn^ 

' * ’ 'a 
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ja^jtranficn^ tcdrcfs of the very grievance now 
aftually took place. . At that time many 
0^ the infignificant Boroughs were forcibly cut 
by the powerful arm of Cromwell j and the 
^ight. of Reprcfentation was diftributed afrefh 
the Counties and great Towns on Principles 
Truly confonant with the fpirit of the Conftitu- 
jt|on< The beneficial tendency of this change in 
.pur fyftem of popular Reprcfentation has been 
Emitted by the moft judicious and impartial 
l^ritcrs 5 but fo violent was the difguft excited 
the at^bitrary manner in which the meafure 
introduced, that even the power of Crom- 
well could not permanently fdpport this great 
jCqnilitutional Improvement. 

And yet the milder treatment of the ofTen- 
4yc Boroughs, recommended by Mr. Pitt, has 
Xfpt wholly efcaped oppofition. From a refine- 
inent that feems cxceffive, the offer of a com- 
|ienfation for their furrendcred Rights has been 
^nfmred, as vicious and frojligatc / whereas no- 
feems moVc evident, than that a propofal 
purchafe the furrendcr of an cleftive truft, 
l^t juftly forfeited by convi^^ion of guilt, is v/- 
and profligate nekhcr in tho/e who propofcy 
itk ibofs who accept the On the con- 

tfaf y, by removing the temptation to venality 
Jhc claffes of 

f q, in nuxncrofeSOTfta^ it would prevent 
\grnwth pf vicf jix^ profligacy j and would 

means, alike to 

' ' . .. . meliorate 
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^meliorate tiie fpirit of our Government, and 
to improve the morals of the Peopic. Breaches 
of the judicial trult are nearly as criminal; 
nearly ' as dangerous to the C.'omnmnity, as 
breaches of the trull of Parliamentary Eie^ti<>ii: 
and yet, after the Rebellion in Scotland, '#hen 
Goveinment propoled to abolilh the jurifdic- 
tion of certain Families in that Country, and tO 
allow a pecuniary compenlation for the lofs of 
thole hereditary powers, the mcalure was not 
thought to coirntenancc judicial iiii.|Uity ; its 
conlequence has rather been found to be to 
clear the adminiftration of juftice in ^Scotland 
from the moft oppreffive abuies : and it may 
well be prefumed that the purchafe of a lurreni 
der of the rights of fotten Boroughs, would be 
equally effeftual in this country to purge the 
Conftitueiit and Reprefentative Bodies from thid’ 
groffell impurity of corruption. ^ ^ 

Again, from an anxiety to maintain the doc^ 
trine of absolute forfeiture unimpaired, without 
the admiilion of which the Revolution neither 
can be jollified, nor could have been effecled; 
the principle of compenlation to the Borough# 
has been obje^ed to ; thou^,‘ fortunately, 
thcr in the ton^. of apprehenlipn, and carutiohp 
admonition, than that of difltke and pofitive'f ci 
jcdlion. Uiidoubtedifi feii prdpe^ 

or expedient, to renourics^ fKelnalioiial 
refumption ; but the of ■ 

differs widely from a 'niei4 
V OL. II* LI cxcrcife. 
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In ahnoft every cafe, re^^ iof griev- 
more fiifely, .more .cpiAmc^iouHy ob> 
l^lpcd by other means } and^ .therefore, no wife 
will eyer , refort to that ultimate autho* 
r^, hut on the exigence of great and inevitable 

^ 3f .on this ^oint opinions Ihould be agreed, 
me .^nly ! gueftiqna to.be aflted are thcfe : Is it 
pri^d^pt, bow to.infift on the abfolute , forfeiture 
Boroughs ?. Is it wife to rifque the 
f|^bjfi;t!^,JC.onftitution on that demand? To 
■^^^ch , the,, obvious anfwer feems to, be, a moft 
({^(^(^^.neg^iy^—I^or oo the^ope hmd, let it 
cpnfi,d6r.ed,,th^^by thb pecuniary fa- 

tisfa^ioh, the little ven^ Boroughs themfelves 
may bo induced to, aid the, o»ufe of .Refornaa* 
^pn, and inHeadp^^ ioflruaing , their .Members 
ta ,niJ^ probably petition Parliament to 

confirm, the ofFcf* . "And even, the great proprie- 
tms ; of ' Boroughs, hitherto pcuo^ a^j^rle from 
,Ri^fprnaati;^ : d^r^, ^ perl^^ps relax 

^^.jpppol^^, When they have, r^^ed that 
ipfj^urftiance lepijent fyi^cni the tender 

b? tojthen>.no e^uiva- 
I^t, they mi^ ^rl!;pjt!Un .thp,uiD!W<f®^?^ P°^' 

■ differ- 

' 9pt,1^ntim«^»;ihb^4f>S^^ 

ad«|>«^tes, .pf a 

-of 'th*- 

finaller 
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fmalldr BdSrbugfist, th^ of ^tibW 

unconftUudonal prqudices, the ottfer aVerfioDk 
which has been teftified by the nation to sm^ 
harfli political operation, cipccia^y td itlib ^ 
funiption of Chartered Rights ; and, 
the ftrenuous oppofition which every xdoitB^^m 
Parliament, tending, hotv'ever ' b^oderatefy* ’ 
reform our fyftem of Reprefentatioh, has 
to received froiri a great majority of A^cxdbe#s"j^ 
and it may be hoped they wifi be fully Obn-^ 
vinced, that an attempt to disfranchife tl|c' 
Boroughs fey force, woulij be attended 
with difficulties nplt left infuperable than thbffe' 
which formerly baffled OEveir drom#eU’ in 'z^ 
iimilar purfuit^ ' 

Upon the whole, the method of optional 
compenfation fuggefted by Mr. Ktt is equitable^ 
and expedient : if is certain to produce the 
render defired 5 it is fore to fetisfy the peribni^ 
disfranchifed ; ' and it is calculated to pfOducb^ 
that disfranchifenaent on the' nibft cecortOmicaf 
terms which would fee accepted, or which cchild^ 
be dcvifed without employirig force, or poll» 
poning the meafore to^ a period too diftant' tb; 
fetisfy the hope of the Public^ 

The whole 'debt ihcurtecf by the firft 
tion would be difchargtcd by* th^ produce dPthi? 
intended finking fond in a ^|le y^r; atid^hW 
the Nation would ’Have the'.fiappmdfe to 
one fubftantial imprd^eiifeciift^of the ConlfiWtfc# 
for an expesice truly Ind^nffdciabie '^h 

tla pared 
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magnitude of thq.bo^t, which 
^fiSiid jjc defr^iyed befofo the fligh^eft perccp. 

of any national burthen incurred by the 
.^urdtai^ could be iniprefied on the public mind. 
^,muc|i firiaUer fum would be folly fufficient 
j|$ acconjpliih all the purpofes olF the fobfequent 
^rt of the- fyftem. 

^ ^.The principal advantages propofed by the Plan 
|:pay be thus briefly recapitulated : By the firft 
jg^t ^ it) thirty-flx of the ihiall decayed Bo- 
^ould be abpliihed) and their right of 
;;|(^prefentation.tyouId be transferred to the large 
'Ji^rids now inadequately reprefented. By the 
|;copd part, an additional i^umber of the rotten 
Boroughs would be disfranchifed, and their 
laght tran^erred to Birmingham, Mancheflcr, 
Sheffield, and pth^ large tinreprefented towns ; 
,t|ie caiclttfivc privileges of Corporations in ccr- 
• |aiu jdaces, to return Members to Parliament, 
i^ouid be forown open to. the fubftantial houfe- 
BoMers .fo thoic places } and laftly, .« principle 


of future improvement in the Borough Repre- 
^^tafion, as new. unreprefented towns might 
afud ancient Borpugl^ might decUne in 
population, woulc^ be eftabliihed. By the ibvQr 
ral -changes intend^ in, the frame of our Repre- 
sentation, at .leail one hundred Members wquld 
gained, to.the l^lic } ah4<hy the extenfion 
nf, the, right of foi^ge to the popy holders, &c. 

100,000 added to the 

Body^ 

^ The 
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The rcgtiUtions which would form the ful^fc 
fidiary pSits of the fyftcii^t though le& j(|ilendM 
in thw operation, than the propofed improve? 
meats in the frame of our Reprefehtation, wqu 14 
yet be found extremely beneficial, and Indeed 
abfolutely ncceffary, either to invigolHte ^thn 
Conftitutioh as much aii may be'pbifible in htt 
prefcnt enfeebled ftate, or to give its utnic^ 
elfedi: and energy to the improved fyfiem whkb 
has been propofed. Expence, confufion, amd 
delay are inconveniences to ^ which even <mlr 
bcft popular eledions are in a certain 
liable. I'hey are inconveniences which, by 
couraging the free cxerdfe of the right of £1ec^ 
tion in the larger ' communities, tend to a^gra^ 
vate the mifchieft that refult from the defedive 
ftate of the inferior Boroughs. To rem'ed^ 
thefe evils of expence, cohnifion, and 
which chiefly affed the larger communities, 
gulations to multiply the places of poll, to afcei% 
tain more dearly the Right of Votin'g, and 
more effectually" to reduce expence, wpiild bd 
eftabliftk^ ; arid to fupprefs bribefy, to ''^hicl| 
the incOflfiderable Borodghs. ftem moft expofed|, 
the lil^ws that perfidious praC^kfe 

be reinforced. ^ ' 

It is indifputable, that thefe changes wemid 
form si Very fubftantmi improvement of , oUr 
popular Reprefenmtion. ^:he impartiality of 
the pbh is alfo nO flnall reebofitoendatiou to the 
n2ealui:e* It rhifefrsdl- 

L I 3 »6rdii|fto 
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;d4p«n<le9at:, Boards, 

11^1(1 be A>1« 4f>. p^ibKc s^Via^ntage ; 

1 ^ 4 ; propojfed k of ag^nq*^ and 

^«M[^Qly,;pe .t^f; .qf^leflen^g the 

in .eyjsiry pnc pfi tlwfe ob. 
i^pu&; 4^'s,;j 4^ b, tn}e, 4 ^ ibl^p a44itional 
BLeprefc^^^ioft ^ to the 

piapy of t^Bo^omg^s pro- 
jabdhB^ ^fo ^ the abfolute , power 
^j^Ui^, 'pp^^^,pf .gycat 

l^pr^nfi^'^ vjway, . be- -fcppdciered as 
^^ipt^jlilenibcrsjg^,)^^.^ dete^ption, viz. 
l^dpd 9?“tJ^«d*«4?:;f^?*kffW, ackOpyrledging 
np. ci^poni^Uity.,wh«teyex;,f.^^^ fincp, jnany 
Memiters wdold be^f^ded ^p ^e pjpj^lis, to 
the great unreprefeht^ towns, and to the tra< 
<Bng inhabitants in many principal places, by the 
. jBfopofcd ex'tenfidii Of 'ife Vf^’t of fufirage j — 
the fyftem of Mr. Pitt feems to obferve as firid 
imparl^Bty bettv^n^Bie Ijm^d.alhd ^e Com- 
liaerdal Interefis as the nature of the cafe could 
^ioffibly admit. Each ;«f theie defcriptions of 
Men. would receive fre& fecurity the. .al> 

^iifadiih pfQt^dl4'f*6'^!Boiil^ufalt%^Whiitev|^ 

• ^ - - . -vT 
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dition in tfce tTottntiy. K-ls^-tnlM^ho^^d!^ 
caciou's '^"diiaA ih'its oparatkttt^ 

final in an apjpeatance aS i fyftistnatidil 
and prbpofingto work foiely by confent, it 
tains in it'ilohe of thofe feeds of difcofi't^'and 
difiurbance which too frequently difgtace |Kdi£ 
tical alterations cbhdu^ed on ot^r prihd^e^'f 
In all thefe views, Mr. Pitt’s propofed PlSif 
for RefbHhihg cmr Reprefcntation is unexcdfif 
tlonablei,*Ifc‘&, indeed, fo evidently fafe an^ 
bcneficialV 'that reafon feems.to v'arrant a Ikhi 
guiiieho^l-that it \sill meet the full approba- 
tion and fupport of the Public j whofe general 
fenfe, conveyed to Parliament next winter, irf 
decent and relpeiftful Petitions, ' can hardly fail 
to obtuu, in X ihort time, the concurrence an<| 
fandion of the whole Legiflature. 


A P^ P E N P I X. 

■■ ^ ' ;■ 

E STIM AJE of the number of Borou^s that 
would probably, be disfiranchifcd, and . the 
cepfequent addition of. Members that wouifl be 
made to the larger ^iftrids and to unreprefented 
Towns ; aiid> alfo the .number of large Towns 
in which the: exdufiVe righlS. o£ the Coiporation# 
to defi Members ^oold be imparted tp the ful^ 
L 1 4 ftantial 
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ft^ntial inhabitants, houfeholders of ike fame 
•l^pef^yely j^ provided JiJr. Pitt’s whede Plan 
^ihouid be adopted by Parliament. , 

h Boroughs. 

* By the firtt part of his Plan would be 
distranchilled on voluntary furrender, in 
Order to reinforce the Reprefentatidn of 
the Counties and the Metropolis - 36 

7 ' By the fecond part, to give Peprefent- 
atives to certain large, unrepref^ed 
*Towns, at leaft - - . - 4 

It is impoflible to eftimatc the whole 
future disfranchifement under this nead. 
jBut there are at leaft four large unrppre- 
fented Towns in immediate view, as fit to 
receive the Right of Reprefent;ation } for 
which transfer, confisquently, the dif- 
franchifement of at Ipaft four Boroughs 
would be wanted. 


Total of disfranchifed Boroughs 40 
Corporations of large Towns that pro- 
bably would furrender their 'Inclufive 
'■^!ilight of Reprefentation • 10 


Addtdon to the MetropoRt and the 
Counties - - . - - - 7 * 

' To unrqprefented Towns - - 8 

' Repreisiitation thrown open in ten 
iaf^. Towns : - ' - - .so 

^tal\ad^don of Reprefentatives to 

^ ^ 100^ 



1^3 

IL 

Eftimate of the aiigm^tatioo of the 
tuent Body, that would be efie&ed by the fevet^ 
extenfions of the right of fuffrage propofed by 
Mr. att.‘ . 

Houfcholders, added in Marybone, 
Pancras, and other unreprefented parts of 
this Metropolis^ * - - lo^boo 

Unreprefented Freeholders, in the City 
of London . • • • 10^ 

Copyholders in Middlefex, including 
the Metropolis - - ^ - • 7000 

Copyholders in other parts of the 
Kingdom - - 65,000 

Houfeholdefs, in Birmingham, Man- 
chefter, Sheffield, and Leeds, independent 
of other unreprefented Towns, to whom 
the Right of returning Members to Par- 
liament may be imparted - • 9000 

HoufehoMers,. in Scarborough, Bury, 

Bath, &c. - - . . - 6500 

Unreprefented Freeholders of Hull- 
fliire, probably about - - - 

Total addition 99,ooef 
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form ^ ir^.'lt6i>rel{eo^ii6n. in Par^^cpt. 


tfce fiifejeft witiioiit ; fea^g ycm, fcnfi- 
ll^ W ft! .initibrtiaiice i’ u Is 'fprietonde^ ' witfc 
^iSllad^dr’f iaiiiih jhat awf'liiifcfeiftlft In ’ Aii tuti- 
Jiag" ^itid ' more "t&kit db in' jW^y *o 


more tB» do nqrin to 

of ptWatdlnt&til- 

in' to m 
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I have to propofe ; and then if they find tl^ 
they. ea» do 

wUhotit a pctfonal injury to themfelvcs, that they 

vdU receive, oif, th^? K*?‘S 

it There is another fentitnent which I wilh 
to obviate,- and that is, thsit it is prepoftcron* 
for any man to attentpt a Reform, in*whipt 
feme ye^m agpi. theChwc?liot of tj^- 
quer did not fuccecd. 

oritv of‘^he €hanc^llor’df the Exchdqwr,-^*^ 
anfwer is plain: Firft,.th»t I have a^f^ed the 
objeaions that 

his plafi— iJckt, that the lights which he ha» 
thrown on the fubjefti »« a great alTtoa 

now— that his declared.patronage of the pita- 

ciple, as well as that of his 

antagbmft,’ are a ftirtKer'eneonragement } fwi^ 

that it cannot be fuppo&«J, that 

talents and information, who differ m fo va^ 

not for the pyerhe^r^ng 
conviaipn. I hayCitp *M> 
pie, r4 vM 

y ' -"’j! #*j 'i. * j ,nf^i-eff. is thc.v^^jT 


in tucewa mSrn .? 7 

V that^ t' haye too mii^ ,confi4<o<* 3 ^ 



Wfil father coniider the weight of the matter, 
.i|ikmthh'#ealiniefi of tbe’hiOv'el^i' 

^ifUndef thefe atifpkes I- begin,' and will fay 
f^t, but in a confidence in yOur Virtue, I dare 
SiM fay, that you are not the adequate Repre- 
Ibttatives of the People.’ That, you are their 
Reprefentatives 1 freely admit, and that as 
Ihch you were entitled, ais well as any other 
flbrnfe of Commons, to all that was refolved, 
i^th Irefji^'to your powers, in the laft Seilion 
df Parliaiitl^ht. AndT appeal to the candour of 
l^e^G^ancellpr trf the Exchequer, who, I am 
Vrill readily achriowledge, that th6 words 
f^^R'ahd free Parliament,” that were ufed 


'hfion that oct^on, were not ufed indirectly to 
^tit^te the prefent quefiioh ; ' nor to declare 
top ddli^oacy ^ that' Reprefentation,' the inadc- 
which he has himfelf arraigned. iBut 
farther, and fay, that you are not only the 
R^ifelfentatives of the People, but\hat you 
afri in highly uleful and hohpurable Couheil—a 
• ^^ntxl, which, in any* otlkr Govei^fipt^t of 
^rope, would be a gtrat a,c4mfitidti l-^^^ut, to 
Sirbohduir of thc Brlti& Cbnftitfitidh b«fit ijm- 
tbe-Rriti^ Cbi^l^tioiT'entitl)^ ^ to 
H^helldttgbettef^ hhmely^ 

'^^e-t ■ 'hbtv'this'it cannot^, and 

P^tfhtfy elects by the'Bi^ of tW^lPtople. 
-i .g^jlhrthfr' 'hit<f'll#i'fobjeft, hwrsfever. 
Hop yp .a ' deebj^doo"^ oi? * a Ri^t 
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to abiblute Gorwpment, {vehether in the fcMnn 
of l^anarchy,' Ariftocr^, or Democracy— 1 
go. farther, and an enemy to any two , of 
thofc orders combined, without the intervention 
of the third. And though 1 do not diiUnguUh 
between any of the three, fo as to exprefs a pre* 
ference j yet I have a right to fay; that as a^ 
juft Governments muft be founded in the choh|9 
of the People, and muft have their benefit 
its end ; fo it is clear, that the popular order ot 
Government is at leaft as indifpenfable, and af 
valuable, as either of the other- Now what JU 
the popular order of Government in thcvlfritifit 
Conftitution ? It is the Jleprcfentation of the 
People ; that great arcanum and wife myft^ 
of our Government, by which it fo much exc^l 
all the Governments of antiquity. By this 


ciple, though fcattered over a great country, ' 
greJit people C 3 in poflefs 3,n cflicicnt miiucpcc |ll[ 
their own Legiflature, without being Lcgifll^ 
tors tlierni^lves* But how, not by the {hadpW| 
but by the fuh^nce of Reprefentation ; or, m 
other words, , by aff ual, and not^a virtu^ 

Reprc&ntative- - Now in^ what does aAual 
pre£bntat|pn. ♦ In this 5 that as,^by 

general law of the Gonftitution, the niajwity 
to decide ^r the whole, the Rcprcfentative 
be chofen by a Body of Conftituents, wbef^ 

tlxe ekaWc franchife may extend to the 

of the People. . For be fo 

as rkat, if the ConOttutot Body of Imt 


one 
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the whok;«^tioh«' 

(tiv«s cho&Q by that in 

Rational fenfe, be the a^al Repri^titative 
l^he People? It is equaUy c^raf in restfon, that 
tolling lels than a Conftituent Body, tortaed 
4 ^ a principle that may extend to r the >maj.o* 
t^ty, .can .be conliitution^ly adequate, to the 
of an aftual Repre&ntative of the People ; 
^d that.^)Ublefs the People be anally rcpre- 
i^ted, tl^ are not conftitutionally reprefented 
at. -all. i. admit," that property to a certain dc- 
gpee is a neccij^ry . ingredient to the eleftive 
t that is to fay, that franchife ought not 
to' go beyond property, hut at the fame time to 
f^v .tltat it ought to Ik as nearly commenfurate 
to,; it ^aa poflible. Property, by the original 
prlh^iplt of the Conditution, was the foiirce of 
aUv power, both ele^ve and le^flative ; — ^thc 
dncluding-atthat diue,- eflect, 
tins wltole property of the Country, and extend- 
i^.to. the .rnafe 'of the Peof^ weff ithi^eieftive 
. The pcrfons whom t^yvjcbqfe^tx^Parlia- 
^in the right ol |1^ pro^ty ^ their 
<^^|i|^or;>‘nnd the Baronis ?fat -of thrir 

bat^ont^ t '-Wt ' 
; At lime tiu^. wlf^^^lDUures 
loym patet^-.a#''-tt‘oy?v;iv Pisj*sudMp’'.?||^tv'tlie 

^ > are ei^turi^jp^.Roy^ patehtn^ “«* ' 

'il^'ftechold^.^opi^y H arw^vlnfef^t'part of 

pSro- 

.‘Jf a# pHfas 'ori|d- 

nalhr 
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nan-tu^and !» it^ottgtrt to be ftift by tbfc CofaftiSf 
tutiojff.- ;The Gpnftitufcnt Body is alfo defeftiw* 
in point of rtutnber, as we« as in ^int of pr^ 
ncf ty; The whole number of cleftors w infi- 
nitely &ort of what it ought to be ; and, What 
is wotfe, the majority of the Reprefentatnre* 
who decide for the whole, are chofen by a num- 
ber of electors not exceeding fix or eight tlKW 
fand; though thefe Reprefentatives are tb 
for eight millions of People. A new body 

of Conftituents is therefore wanting ; and i» 
their appointment two things arc to be con- 
fidered; one, that they fliould be numero^ 

fpirit^ of liberty ; the other, that they 

have a competent degree of Td fu^ 

that is conducive to the Ipint of order. To fpp* 
ply this deficiency, both in the 
md Conliituent Body, my propofiuon M b« 

tM. U no.- the 

And 
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with reparation in Fwiicei* ther^^feM no* 
thing to repair : they did rio^bcf^ ^ith'tuin* 
they found ruin accomplifibed td' tKarhands. 
Jleither the King nor hid Miniftew kn^ where 
tt> find the Conttitution. The King called'upon 
the Notables (no legal body) to fee where the 
; Conftitution was to be found : Not' a vcftige of 
it could be recovered. They had fired fo long 
as flaVesjf^that-they had unlearned the Conftitu- 
tlbn V they^were driyen to fpeculalion, becaufe 
had vanllhcdj'and hence all thofecala- 
iffltiea which have excited fuch tragical excla- 


ti^tions here. 

' 'To what have the coiiVnlfions at former times 
fe’ 'iBngland been oridng ? To the fame want of 
btm^ate and timdy corrcAion. Had the en- 
richments of the Tudors been feafonably re- 
#Med) Charles the Firft might not have mif- 
tak^ 'thfifo ufurpationis to be his eo^itutional 
pspro^tive } and^fo the iftllOTies of the nation 
^Mht' have been . aVoiCted*^ 'Had ;,»^, Ae evil 
|^0dc« ' of Charles the, 

§tdfired,‘a3 to encourage tfe ip^nny ^ James, 
i laift Revolution roig^fe^npt%Ye1>«6p^ *w- 

^bupv'-ar^'an eivil:' 

I^feforfn, add f|r iifid>yeaforii^|^t it r<m- 
imtwscCiia’y r wW^ they who 
iljfe; luch'ftofoii' he 


ipMcih^ their, 
^.thdr fofiy. 


Another 
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Another ftrong argument from the fituation 
of France, in favour of a Reform; is this, that 
France will improve her Conftitution. Now 
what. has enabled this Country to be at all times 
equal, and oftentimes fuperior, to France? Not 
her climate or foil, which are not fuperior ; nor 
her territory nor population, which are fo greatly 
inferior ; it is only in the excellence of her Go- 
vernment Ihe has found her fuperiority. What 
follows? that if France improves her Govern- 
ment, you muft reflore yours* Again, What is 
your fituation as to external danger ? France^ 
the great obje^H: of external danger to England, 
can no longer give alarm ; during her difiur- 
bances flie cannot have the power; and after her 
Liberty is eftablilhed, fhc will not have the incli- 
nation to make ambitious war. Fhe better her 
Government is, the more rational will be 
Counfels : the more rational her Counfcls, the 
more pacific they will be. Kings may hope for 
glory, and, their Minifters and Minions may 
hope for plunder from warfare ; but what can 
the People expert from an ambitious war ? 
Nothing but an accumulation of taxes, and an 
effufion of bloocL Now if a ftale of external 
danger wditld be a firong argument againft a 
Reform ; ftate of external fafety is as ftrong 
an arguml^t in its favour. Again, What is 
your fituation at home ? You are riot in a ftate 
of defpondency on the one hand, that might 
tempt^^you to it'iJieafure of nor in a ftat^ 

VOLilL Mm 
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on the other hand of that drunken, profperlty 
,by which Nations are rendered ignorant of the 
.{>refent, and regardlefs of the future. You are 
in that happy medium whichis the beft friend to 
fobriety of judgment, and confequently the fit- 
ftate for framing a rational and temperate 
Reform; the only one that I would propofc, 
and the only one to whi<;h I would confent. 

But it is dangerou^s, it^ls faid^ to tell the Peo- 
ple of ,J|ngland that they are not duly repre- 
fented., And is this indeed a fecret ? Are the 
People of England in fuch a ftate of infancy, as 
^npt to know that they do not eleft thofe Re- 
prefentatives for whom they do not vote? Noj 
but if ever it was a fecret to them, it has long 
fttice been divulged ; it was proclaimed to them 
in a loud voice in the Middlefex Election ; when 
^ minoidty was voted to be a majority ; a de- 
termin^ation fo iniquitous as to fliake the fabric 
of Parliament to its bafe. What was the con- 
fcqucnce ? The Houfe of Commons in a moment 
pf repentance erafed the record oF it, and {trip- 
ped themfelves for ever of thejr former judicial 
Power in EiecHons, in expiation and contrition 
fpr tins abufe of it. Now what was this abufe ? 
It was making a minority do in o^te County, 
what could only be cpnfiitutiohally ^one by a 
majprlty : and the danger of it in e^i^^ple 
tKat it niiglit be extended to other Counties. 
But what is the abufe of which I complain, 
lirhen I complain gf the inadequacy of Repre- 

ientation ? 
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fentatioit? It is, that a very fmall mittority of 
the People do now aft for the whole, in elc(5ting 
the entire Reprefentative of the Nation* Now 
this is as much a greater abufe than the former, 
as the whole is greater than a fmall part and 
as one was expunged by the Parliament, the 
other ought to be expunged by the People. 

Again — ^This fecret of inadequate Reprelenta* 
tion was told to the People in thunder in the 
American war ; which began with virtual Re* 
preferitation, and ended in difmemberment.— 
To the inadequacy of Reprefentation 1 charge 
that war. Profufe Counfels attendant on un- 
conftitutional majorities had left upon you a 
debt, which induced the Minifter to look to 
America for taxes. There the war began ; the 
inftinefive felfiflinefs of mankind made the Peo- 
ple and Parliament wifli that others Ihould be 
taxed rather than themfelves. At firft, and 
until America refitted, I agree that this wifh was 
common to the Parliament and People— but 
when America refitted, and the mcafure came 
to deliberate judgement, the People were the firft 
to recover their fenfes ; whilft the Minifter with 
his majority went on to ruin. I fay that the in-» 
adequacy of Reprefentation, as it was the caufc, 
fo |t was the only Argument that was attempted 
in juftificatibn of that War. When the Ameri- 
can exclaimed that he was not reprefented ill 
the Britifh Houfe of Commons, becaufe he was 
iiot an cleaot; he was told, that a very fmall 
Mm a 
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p2irt o€ the People of England were Ele^ors : 
and that he was therefore in the fame ftate, in 
which an infinite majority of the People of Eng. 

were placed- As they could not call this 
a^ual, they invented a new name for it, and 
called it Virtual Reprefentation ; and gravely 
concluded that America was reprcfented. The 
argument no doubt was follacious j it was per- 
fe^y fufficient, howevcis« to impofe on multi- 
tudes, in a Nation, wilhing that others fhould 
be taxed rajEher than themfi^ves j and who were 
in -the habit of thinking that the Americans be- 
yig an inftarior fpecies of beings, they ought to 
be contented with their fituation, though they 
did not partake at all in the eleftive capacity. 
The influence of Corruption within doors, and 
of this fraud of argument without, continued 
the American war. 

, It terminated in feparation, as it began in this 
S^pty 'aifion of a Virtual Reprefentative ; and 
in its pafijage from one of thefc jioints to the 
other, it iCwept away part of the glory, and more 
of the territory of Great.Britain, with the lofe 
forty diouland lives, and qi^ hundred milli- 
qns df trtsaforcv Virtusd Parliaments,, and an 
Ijaado^uate Reprefentatitm, havecoft you enough 
abroad already take care they do nOt jcoft you 
.more at home^ jby cofting -you yffur ConfU" 
. dOttion. • 

, Jflut the People , of England havp not only 

icead this lecret in the dead and .dsdftve letter 

of 
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of ev&kts^ but they have imbibed it from the 
living oracles of their ableft Statefmen. When 
the city of London, the greateft and freeft Me- 
tropolis of the World, applied to Lord Chatham 
to aflift them in fliortcning the duration of Par- 
liaments, what was the anfwer of that great Mi- 
nifter ; it was this, that (hortening the duration 
ot Parliaments alone would not be fufficienH 
that alone it might do^hurt, that the Reprefenta- 
tion itfelf muft amended ; and his propofition 
was, to infufe a frefli portion of vigor into the 
Reprefentative Body, by an addition of County 
Reprefentatives ; leaving the rotten Boroughs 
to drop off by time. The authority of the Son, 
both when a Minifter, and when not a Minifter, 
has been added to that of the Father. The au- 
thority of many other of the moft eminent 
Men might be cited in addition, indeed of all, 
except thofc, who are udfe enough to ftartle at 
reftoring, as if it were innovating the Conftitu- 
tion ; and who" grow enamoured of abufes, pro- 
vided they ate old. 

I now eome t¥tht remedy for thefe abufes-** 
but fitft i will remind you of the obje<MonS that 
have been made to the fturmcr pre^ofitions upon 
thishlbjed; beeaufe it is the ftiortcft method 
oi fiiewlng that my propofition is free ftma 
them* It was not objefted to Lord Chatham's 
plan, . that it would make a confiderable increafe 
to the prefeht number of Reprefentatives. But 
it Was objefled rilat the Freeholders were al- 
ready reprefented — that his plan did not pjc 
]Vini3 franchifc 
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franchife to any of that great and ri^onfifale 
Body of Men who are now non-eleS;oriN4«4hat, 
on the contrary, it increafed the difpaiity be- 
tween them and the Freeholders. It was fur- 
ther objefted, that this might happen ; that as 
fo many more of the great interefts in each 
County miglit be accommodated by this greater 
'fiumber of feats which were to be difpofed of 
by the fame number of Btecholders, that thofe 
greater interefts might more probably combine, 
tkit the Independent Freeholders might become 
left^fignificant, and County Eledions thereby be- 
come lefs uninfluenced, and lefs conflitutional 
than at prefent. To the plan of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, it was not objefted, that he in- 
troduced a new Body of EleiJlors, namely, the 
Cpf^holders. It was admitted that by adding 
them to the Fre^plders, he had diminifhed for 
fo much the objections that had^been made to 
his father’s plan ; but that except for fo much, 
the fame .objections remained to that part of 
|lie fubjeft. Touching his-^plan ^ to the Bo- 
roughs, it was objected that to tiisfranchi% them 
might, Indeed, be arbitrary; but that tobuy them 
out would b|f,tq^h]^ild . Reform, not on the pu- 
rity but cprWpoon of franchifi»r^that;th€ pur- 
dhafe might never be effected — that 
muft be flow*, and tlutt the wdrfl Borodghs^hofe 
of the Government, wpi^d i^siter^^Agn but 
.would be comparatively iheres^ed in thw im- 
portance by the refignatioB^trf othei?s«>^that the 
|L<^orm was to wait for the refylt of all tbefe 

contin^ 



r 3 

cotittegfflfi'cies ; attd at all events that it was n6t 
to begin till the expiration of the Parliament, 
which had but juft commenced ; during all which 
time it would lie open to be repealed, before it 
began to operate. ' 

My propofition is free from all thefe objec- 
tions ; for it is, that one hundred Members 
fiiould be added, and that they lliould be 
elected by a numerou^'and a new body of re- 
fponftble Eleftors 5 namely, the refident Houfe- 
holders in every County — ^refident, I fay, bccaufe 
that the principle of the Conftllution ii^ fo 
ftrongly in favour of refidcnce, that it orddined 
that no Non-refident could be an Eletftor ; and 
with reafon ; firft becaufe refidents muft be 
beft acquainted with every local circumftancc ; 
and next, becaufe they can attend at every pfcice’ 
of election, with the leaft inconvenience and 
expence to themfelves or to the Candidate.— 
Houfeholders, I fay, becaufe being mafters, or 
fathers of families, they mutt be fufficiently re- 
i’ponfible to bb entitled to franchiic, There is 
no Coutttty in the world in which the Houfe- 
holders of it arc confidered as the rabble,— no 
Country can be faid td be free, where they arc 
not allowed to be efficient Citizens— they ate 
e^clufivf of the rabble, the great inafs of the 
Peo|de — they arc the natural guards of popular 
Liberty in the fiift ftages of it— without them it 
cannot be retailed ; as long as they have this 
conftitutional influence, and till they become 
Mm 4 gencraUy 
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generally corrupt, popular l.iberty qAaot be 
^l^en away* , Whenever, tliey do beco|iu^gene- 
i^y .corrupt, it cannot .be retained u^ither 
wH it be long poffeffed, if they have XM>t this 
conftitutional influence ; for the liberty of a na- 
tion, like the honoiur of individuals, can never 
be fafe but in their own cuftody. The Houfe- 
J^iolderg of this Country ^ave a better right to 
^'nfideration and franchife, than thofe of any 
Other Country, becaufc they pay more for it. 
it is admitted, that every individual of this 
Cotttntry, on# with anothcE, pay& fifty Ihillings 
tuyear to -the revenue in tax. The matter or 
^£tther of a family mutt contribute, in pr oper- 
ation, for himfelf, and for each individual of his 
family, even to the child that is hanging at the 
breatt. Who lhall fay that this clafe of Men 
oug^t to be confounded with the rabble ? Who 
Ihall dare ,^o fiiy, that they oug^ to. be pre- 
icribed frotn franchile ? They inaintiun the at- 
.fluence of the rich, the d%nity of ,tiie noble, 
the majefty o£the Crowy.; they fupport your 
l^eets and your armies-^ who flutll, fay> 
tliat they fliall not have this Right t|t protect 
tb«r Liberty? ; 

-I haeve ftatcd.the inadequacy pf the Reprefenta- 
tive Body, compared/ with the Conftitue^t Body 
.'even as it now ttand%^ I haye ftated the i*|ade- 
qu»^y of thq ConttitttentBody:^fe^' as it now 
compared with what it ought to be | I .Ihall 
ttatethe efStd; of thia^ou^le inadequacy 
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ypoixr.tfae balance of the Conflitution, Tie 
CcMB^kitution confifts of three orders, one Mov 
narcbical, one Ariftocratic, and one Popular : 
the balance confifts in maintaining the equipoife 
between them. This balance was loft in the 
firft part of the Norman sera ; it was recovered 
in fome degree after j it was impaired again in 
the period of the Tudors and Stuarts j at the 
Revolution it is fuppofed to have been again re- 
covered; Let us lee whether it has not been 
impaired fince. The Lords have been the moft 
ftationary part, yet by a great increaie of. their 
numbers of late, they have carried with them 
into the Lords, patrimonial and private Bo- 
roughs ; thereby obtaining an influence over 
the Houfe of Commons whicli does not confti- 
tutionally belong to them. But the great alte- 
ration has happened on the part of the Crown. 
And here, for brevity, I will appeal to the au- 
thority of a great Judge that is no more. Mr. 
Juftice Mackftone has Rated all the cautionary 
provifions that have been made to guard againft 
prerogative; he has then enumerated the vari- 
ous foufces of influence which have accrued to 
the Crown in place pf thofe prerogatives j and 
the condufioxi of fuch a Man, a, lawyer, look** 
ing to bo a Judge ; of principles fuiEcicntly Mo- 
na yhical j writing in his dofet, and appealing 
to the C09I Ju^ice of the lateft pofterity ; is. 
What? , Thatc influence h^gione fo far beyond 
Pt’erogatiye, tbat,#t the moment he vnrote, the 
* Liberty 
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Liberty df England ^rather tb be fbiiftd in 
the virtue of the PHnife, than in the ftrength of 
the Cbnftitution. \And what remedy does he in- 
tithate ? An amendment in the Reprefentation 
bf Parliament. Mr. Hume, a prerogative writer, 
tiiMng the fame view of the fubjedf, has faid, 
that the euthanafy of the Britifli Conftitution 
be arbitrary power. What did the Houfc 
of Commons fay in their memorable refolution ? 
That the influence of the Crown had increafed, 
was increafing, and ought to be diminjfhcd, 
Dc^cs^ny Man doubt this authority ? Were they 
not witncffcyi of the faft, as well as judges of 
the propolition? But it does not reft on their au- 
thority ; an adl of the whole Legiflaturc has 
fince confirmed their words, they have been 
made ftatute by the Aft of Reform that pafl’cd 
afterwards. But what has happened fince ? an 
Eaft-lndia Bill has paffed, and a Declaratory law. 
And what is the confequence ? That po Man 
who his any modefty, or who ever eS^efts to 
be credited, will deny, that by thofc laws more 
inftuence has been conveyed to the Crown, or 
the Miniftcr, than was fubftrafted by that’ Aft of 
Reform. T he little influence of the whole People 
on the Reprefentative Body is thus noticed by 
Sherlock, a Bifhop. fii his Treatife on the Tcft 
jifed Corporation Laws, he fays, that thbughvhc 
Biffenters^ but a twentieth mrt the Peo- 
ple, yet if they got into Cb#jporatifli|s, the petty 
®0i?Ottghs being for numcroMy^ they cn%ht by 

them 
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them obtain a majority in the Houfc of ConiJ 
mons againft the whol6 Nation. In a word, ifc 
is undeniable that a great majority of the Houle 
of Commons are under another influence iliair 
that of the People. It is nonfenfe to call this a 
Reprefentative of the People : the balance of the 
Conftitution is therefore gone ; it muft he re* 
ftored, or the Conftitution will be undone. The; 
only thing to be decided, is, how it lliali btt 
reftored ? It may be reftored by opening all the 
Boroughs, fo as to make them places of popular 
and conftitutional eieftion. But will private 
intereft hear of that ? No. What follows? that 
there is but one mode left for reftoring the ba* 
lancc, and that b, by an additional body of Coup 
ftitutional Reprefentatives, chofen by an addi* 
tional body* of Conftitutional Ele<flors — either 
then this muft be done, or the evil muft con^i, 
tinue : nor will that be all ; for, according to,' 
the natu|:’e of evil, it will propagate itfelf till it 
overwhelms what remains of your Conllithttion. 
Is the addition of Members objected to ? It was 
not objected to Lord Chatham. It was not argued . 
that the integrity or wifdom of Parlianient 
confined to the number of five hundred and 
fifty^etght. No — it was felt that this Houfc h 
never tumultuary, but when it ccafes to be a 
pul^ic, by becoming a party aflembly. If waH 
therefore felt^fthat as by the fupci%jadditio!i of 
fucb Member§>’ this^ouft^ would become more 
a public^ and party ai&mblyj it vi-oaldi 
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by c<3wrfip, become Icfs ttwnultuary, and rife in 
dignity and order. But if this be a ferious objec- 
remove it ; there are an hundred Boroughs 
might be limited to the return of one Re- 
prcfentative inftead of two. I do not propofc it; 
blit I deftre that you will either propofe it, or 
j^ot objeck this addition to me. In a word, the 
]^eople have loft their conftitutional influence in 
the Legiflature. Inftead of having the whole, 
they are far from having a majority in their own 
ileprefentativc — -the majority is againtt them — 
and the majority decides for the whole. The 
!|ioufe of Commons is a fecond rate Ariftocracy 
i^iftead of a popular Reprefentation — the pillar 
the Conftitution is undermined — it is non- 
fenfe.to fay that every thing is well, when every 
thing is in danger — every Country in Europe 
yfzs once as free as England — in every Country 
of Europe it was faid that every thing was well ; 
till they found that every thing was otherwife ; 
tjiey went to bed faying they were free, and 
tjhey wakened bond-men. 

vjiet us not flatter ourfelves that there is a de- 
ftihy peculiar to England-— She has loft her Li- 
berty more than once — ^it is our bufinefs to take 
eare that flie fliall never lofe it again. Ma- 
cliiavel lays wifely, that no free Government 
tan laft that is not often brought back to its 
Principles— and why ? Bec^ufe the ciccel- 
leoco of a free Gover^tment to eontroul the 
paflBioiis and prances of fillers.. What is 
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the con&quence ? Thofe pallions and praAiced 
are at perpetual war with fuch a Conftitutioa— 
they make a conftant effort to undermine w 
evade this barrier which is oppofed to them.-^ 
What is perpetually affailed, mull be perpetu- 
ally defended— -what is inceffantly fapped, muft 
be inceflantly repaired. It is nonfenfe to fay 
that the Englifli Conilitution, becaufe it was 
once the bell in the world, can never want Re- 
formation. A bad Government cannot eaiily 
become worfe — ^it therefore may not want and 
certainly does not defcrve reparation. A good 
Government does eafily become worfe — it is 
with difficulty it can be prefer ved even by vagl^ 
lance ; and of all things in the world it beft 
deferves to be repaired. The propofition which 
I make to you is pradlicable — that cannot be 
denied — it cannot be denied to be efficient— it 
will add a body of refponfible Conllituents, of 
fuch number that a majority of the People may 
have the exercife of franchife j thus it cui^es the 
defeft of the Conftituent Body— and on the Re- 
prefentative Body it will have this good eflefl 
that there will be no longer a decided majority 
in the Houfe of Commons, under another choice 
and another influence, than that of the People— 
it leaves every County, City, Town, Borough, 
Manor, &c. as it finds them— it molells none of 
the private proprietors of that which ought not 
to be private* And what does it alk <rf them 
in return ? Nothing but that they will fuffer the 

Conltitution 
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Conftitution to be indemnified ; and tfe inflti- 
en^ of the People to re-enter the Reprefentative* 
carry all this into execution would require 
bur one fhort provilion namely, that the She- 
tiS of each County be required by himfelf, and 
his deputies, to take the poll of the refident 
Houfeholders of his County, in* each pariih on 
the fame day ? thus this great remedy to the 
Conftitution may be obtained in one day ; with 
lefs tumult and expence than attends upon the 
cleftion of a diminutive Borough ; thus the Rc- 
prefentative will be chofen, as he obght to be, 
by the People ; attd by fliortening the duration 
hi Parliaments, he will continue to acl as if he 
were fo ch«ifen* 

Montefquieu has faid that a free People will 
pay-^more taxes, with greater alacrity than a 
People that are not free; and he adds the reafon, 
becaufe have a compenfation in the Rights 
they ^oyT The People of England pay fif teen 
millicute and a-half annually to Revenue. This 
purchafe they pay for the Conftitution — fhall 
fhey not have the benefits of it — ^every indivi- 
dual pays fifty (hillings a-year. How many en- 
^yments muft every inferior individual,, relin- 
quiCh ; and how much labour muft he undergo 
tb enable him to make tltat contribution ? No 
People eirer deferved better of Government than 
the" People of this Country at this moment, they 
nbt only fubmitted with alacrity to this 
mafe of taxation, but when the health 

or 
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or the J^ights of their Sovereign were at ftake| 
they gathered round the Throne with unexam- 
pled zeal — Can fuch a People be denied their 
privileges. ? Can their privileges be a fubjeft of 
indifFerence or remiffnefs to this Houfe ? I can- 
not believe it ; and therefore I move for leave 
to bring in a Bill to amend the Reprefentatioq 
of the People in Parliament. 

Mr. FLOOD’S REPLY. 

The Honourable Member (Sir James John- 
ilonc) has defired that Tlhould poftponc my Mo- 
tion for a century ; did I think that 1 Ihould 
have an opportunity to move it at the end of 
century, perhaps I might comply ; the Honour^ 
able Member objefts impracticability to n^y pro- 
pofition, as if it were oppofed by the articles of 
the Union. Undoubtedly if Scotland were.not to 
have her due proportion of additional Members* 
the obje^on would be juft*, but t not only 
mean to give to Scotland her tharc in thi|L addir 
tional Reprefentation; but for one I i^ould cou- 
fent to her having a more liberal proportion 
than that which was afligned at the Union. I 
admit that the united l^arliament cannot take 
from Scotland any of the advantages of the 
Union j but no Man has ever held, ^at th^ 
can add nothing to the benefits of it, . *Ana 
whilft I have the authority of Lord Chatt^m, 
to lliew that the ynion cannot be a bar tp au 
increafe of the Reprefentatipn » and that of the 

Chancellor 
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Chancellor of the Exchequer, to Ihe# that it 
cannot obftrudfc a Parliamentary Reform, the 
Honourarfe Baronet muft excufe me, if 1 prefer 
their rcaforls in favour of a Reform, to his pre- 
pofleflions againft it. 

Whatever may be the fate of my propofition 
to-night, I am glad that I have moved it. The 
fubjeft was confidered as dead by the enemies 
of it — but the friends of it will now perceive, 
that it is alive ; had we fuffered it to continue 
during the v^^hole of this Parliament in that 
fwoon into which it had fallen, tfe vital prin- 
ciple might have been fo far extinguilhed, that 
the next Parliament could never have refiored 
it. I have jgiven an opportunity to fome of the 
moft diilinguiflied Members of the moft diflin- 
guifhed parts of the kingdom, to exprefs their 
approbation of this propofitibn. I have given an 
opportuni^ to a Right Hon. Member (Mr, Fox) 
to declare nimfclf again a friend to an amend- 
ment the Reprefentative, in thofc clear and 
unequivcjiral terms which beft become the manli- 
Diefs of his talents ; and I confider myfelf as emi- 
nently fortunate that my plan has fo far recom- 
mended itfelf to a judgement of fuch au Aority, 
that he has not hehtated to fay, that n is the 
heft plan which has yet been fuggefted j and to 
add, thit the introduiliOT of the refident Houfe- 
hplders is well adapted to give Reprefentation 
that mixed kind of property which is now 
^%ome general in this kingdom. I am glad to 

acknowledge 
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him for ^ving ariiweMil foe obje^ohs of s|:^ 
Right HoAoljrable Membeir (l^f. Wyiidham), fd' 
^ to le^ve me little to fay beyond that ackooyr-*’ 
ledgement; in a fuperwr tohc of argument l^e 
has prov(*d to t^t gentleman, (and a 
voice) the etnptinefs of his qbjeftions; and 
fore whilft 1 admit With ffleafiire the ufbiahitv 
and^fBeatnefs of ihe^^Right Honourable Gentlei/ 
man’s reply, and the wit and humour with* 
wliich it was replete, I have oply, to feiteratd' 
that it Was i^e and nbt I, that affumed every 
thing, which it was requilite to prove, and tha^^ 
his fpeech 4^aS like a fair vifibn thit captiva^" 
the eye by an agreeable illufioh^ but that 
iiiflies before the touch, and fades into' ahtit-i^ 
hilation : fo far indeed was the Right Hqltoui^-j 
able IVfember tran^oVted hy his enthhtiau^' 
againft a Rehutih, as to^fay, that if 4eter-i^ 
niinations;as that df th^ Middlefeic Eleftidn 
been general, hb would fuppofe them td be 
now this is nothing left than to fay, that 
and W^rqnjj airejbut empty founds, and fhat wcT 
arc only fo inquire wTiat has been ddhte— *-n<rtn 
whethq| it dught to Have b^en dune, or hoif 
tlierr inftinccs Jbdweyir in which 
and humour, a^d wljfch 

gance, are not 

a cert^Ot bluhtncfs qu. 

eveii’^bei4iity, 'ib 

the e^r. Who 
VOL, II: N n 
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ghoft of l^rench has again teen exdted, 

fonjurlf down if {>o$^bie the dan^rous fpirit 
jR.eform^ and a grave ItSember qf the Britifh 
^l^liament, in the graveft of all po^ble haran- 

f ^es, has imaged to himfelf that.,^a M^onary 
_ bm the National Afl&r&bly of France has ef- 
^ped into this Houfe to make the prefent Pro- 
.polition. I am not a i^ive of France — am 
a Citizen of the BritiOi F^pil-e — am a bom- 
ber of this Houfe— -I appeal to“you wl^thef my 
eopduft has teen that of an Alien of an Adven- 
turer — ^whetner I have often trefpafied on your 
attendon — ^whether I ever <^d fp but on an oc- 
|s^on of importance, and wlieti^er 1- then wea- 
ified ybu withvoftentatioh^or prolixity. I am as 
iptlbpendeht in fortune and in nature as the 
l^inobralile Memtei^ himfelf (Mr. Powis). I 
have lio fear but that of doin^ wrong ; nor can 
{.j^v^^an Jiope te the fubjett, beyond that of 
'^bitig^fof&e fervicc’ beftife I die. The accident 
toy lituation has not made ^e a partizan, 
and' I' never' lathented^ thaf fituation dll now, 
r f<^ tny felf as unprotected, as I fear the 
^^epple.of England v^ili te found to te on this 
'biccafibn. 


Hbnoural^ Member (Col. Fhi|ms) has 
that a Refofih Unheceflary, becaiim, upon 
Gj^ Ipeoplc were able 

w Iheif ind^atipns in layout of his 
l^^djt-^te it fo ; 1 ni^^'Md that there whs^o 
as a pt^li^iyei^ziL in the fi^j^bm; 

but 
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but if, in the miferable deftitution 6f populaf. 
Election which now prevails, the inclinations of 
the Public could fliew themfelves at all, how 
much ipore would they have been manifcfted^' 
had the Reprefentative been adequate ? Would 
the Honourable Member be forry that his friends 
were ftronger than they are ? If the pofitiou ot 
the Hon. Member be true, he ought to be t 
friend to Reform j if it be not true, he mi^bt 
have fpjwrtsd the obfervatiori. 

But I arn in nothing more pleafed that I have 
made this propofition, than that it has given tl> 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer an opportunity 
to exprefs diis perfevering fentiment in favouV 
of a Reform, notwithftanding he has moved 
the queftion of adjournment. Had I fecn that 
there ^ould be a circumftance in the prefttib 
moment, that could render the reftoratioh djP 
the Conftitution imprpppr, I fliould never have 
propofed it : but I neither did, nor can concei\re 
fuch a polfibility 5 the time I thought, vari- 
ous reafons, the propereft in the world, ^nd for 
this amcmgft others— this would have been the 
time in which the Chancellor of the Exche? 
querns Reform wc^d hayc begun to operate, if 
his propb&tion had fii^ecded j and, therefore^ 

I could not thinlc it an linpropcr time 
fubftltiite for it. ^ thing* R a laid; i# 

wellj; tids ;i^ tnie in i but beyor^ apar^ 
it is Ypu 

that %eirj ' buf ^du are- two Bundle aSi 

"N n a ftdty 
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forty millions in debt ; all the genidd of admi-> 
nHlration has not pointed out any^ mbde for the 
effectual liquidation of it ; nor has any man 
pointed out the refources for another war. Who 
will fay that this is well? I do; not dei^ond, 
htowever, it is' not my nature } - and 1 have 
thought too often and tooanxioufly on^thefub- 
jed, not fometimes to flatter myfdf with a 
gliltipfe of fuch a poflibilfty. But this I am 
bol^to affirm, ,that the meafures fof that pur- 
pofe muft be fo ftrong and fyftematical, as to 
Inquire a ftronger Houfe • of Commons than an 
inadequate Reprefentation can furniih. There 
is an influence that will always difturb every 
thing that is great, in purfuit of every thing that 
is little. This influence cannot liye in a Con- 
ftitutional Reprefcntadve : Such a Reprefenta- 
tive, therrfore, is thegreateft of public bleffings, 
and all public calamities- are aflbciated . with the 
want of it. 

- The higher clafles, of every flate are fubjecl 
to be debauched by ambition, and the lower by 
iteceflity ; the middle clafles alone can be de* 
pended^upon.' Thefe extremes of the State are 
apt to unite to overwhelm every thing between; 
it is the bulinefs, therefore, "of wife> ftadefmen 
to render the middle ranks fo ftrbng, as to be 
able to refill: this union of, th^ extremes. The 
PoUftituent Body is thd political army of the 
an able general #U1 make the center of 
ftrong, if .he be in danger from the 

wings. 
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wings. On this principle 1 introduce foil# 
hundred "thoufand refponfible Citizens from the 
middle ranks of the People, to fortify the Con* 
ftitution, and to render it impregnable. Such 
Men cannot gain by convulfion ; fuch Men arc 
too numerous to combine, and their pofition is 
a pofition of moderation, becaufe it is a ftate‘of 
mediocrity. 4. ffe ^ 

But the Chancellor of the Exchequer wtfiies 
me to withdraw my motion, and I wifh to com* 
ply with his requcil j but having fatisfied my' 
own mind as to the propriety both of thq time 
and of the meafure, and having been cncoura^ 
ged by the opinion of others, I feel that it does 
not become irie to retraft. It is not pertinadty^ 
but an idea, whether erroneous or not, of pub* 
lie decorum that interpofes to prevent it, and 
compels me to leave the fate of the queftion tKl 
the determination of the Houfe. ' ; 


JPaj>erXL. 
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lltefdlutions at a Genetal Meeting tftM at the 
,CJ|©wn 070 , -AnclShr Ta'^rnWw the Stmnd, m 
’Friday tb^ 2.‘^d V ^pril^ 1790, if tkedPxieads 
to a Parliamentary Reform, 

iSHN IlTGJtAM LOCKHART, Efqj in the 
*' Chair, 

. Refolved, 

t^T^AlP although aH tiroes are proper to re- 
■ JL Rore the Conftitution in that fundamental 
point, the Reprefentation of the Pt<^le in Par- 
liament, in which it is acknowledged ro be effen- 
tiaHy impaired, t^is fc peculiarly a proper time. 

Refolved, That although Minifters ^d iPaiw 
.ties have altrays had objetks which in their view 
have been more important, the^eo^e'ean have 
none greater, or of more prefeifl importance, 
t han that'- of a Reform in the Reprefentation in 
Rarliamelit, 

^ Refolv^^ That the incUflfercnce qr dihntBna^ 
^on of Pafliamient to tWs great obj^ is no 
ground of juii farpti^tor difepwragement, to 
^IpeciaBy as'lhe.PtJblic has»not.coi^ 
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tinued to call |he attention of Parliament to a 
point, on wW^at ■will not be fbcedy except 1^^ 
a perfevering call from the Community: fince no 
fubftantiad Rrform can he cxpcftcd, to 'move 
fro^i Parliament to the People, but from the 
People to Parliament. 

Refoltttd, That* whenever the People fliall ratj, 
new Affociation? in tl^ir fevferal Counties, C^es, 
and To«i^, and lhalf unite their effojrts, perft- 
veringlyiaiid with order, for th^ attainment of 
a Reform in the Reprefentation, a Plan fuffid'' 
ently Ample and comprdienfiye may affurcd|y. 
be formed; and when -"thus Supported, cahnbti 
fail of fuccefs. 

Refolved, JfHat a Committee be now, api^ 
pointed, for the piirpofe of promoting fuch Af*.. 
fociations, and of cOnfuking, preparing, and 
bringing' forward, a Plan refpeding the Elcdipn " 
and Duration of Parliament8,'in fuch manner as; 
{hall be i^dft adapted to pve, to whatever Pl^ 
of Reform foall be ultimately approved, the 
Weight ^nd the authogty of. the National Judg- 
ment. ■ J 

Refolved, That «ny feven of the laid Com- 
mittee be a Efficient number for the difpatcU 
ofbufinefs? . 

..l^efolved. That the laid*Committee ,be a 

Coihmitted of enquiry and cotTefpondencer': 

Refined, That the fdd Committee Miw 
power of appointing, from thdr^iown numhWy" 
Sub-Gommifteeii; ks they 11^ jad^c expw^-' 
Nna Refolved, 
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That it be recbmtnjsnded to the 
iBd Committee, to ednfider whether feme con- 
venieni and efFeclual method for the regiftering 
bf Votfes ; for^the taking of tlfe Poll by Diftrifts, 
and in a mode leaft liable to influence, corrup- 
tion, or tumult ; for admitting other deferip- 
tipns of Perfons, not otherwife already poffeffed 
^i^’it, to the exercife of t^ right of fuffrage; 
aii^ for fo admittpig them, as may confeA the 
^ grofs partiiflity of ReprefentationT-^irfay not be 
'fatiifadorily propofed asy|[)rincipal parts of a 
'Pfen for a Pafliamentary Reform. 

Rcfolved, ThatTt be^^^ recommended to the 
'jEommittec to confi^er to what limits the dura- 

« ‘on qf Parliaments may bf moft beneficially 
;dUced; and to reqlfcft the opinion of fuch 
Other Aflbeiations as ma^f^be formed upon this 
^;^nd ,tli|^ other fubjeils propofed to their enquiry. 
And fefpefting the duration, this Meeting is 
* perfuaded the Committee will have Jn their 
view the ancient and frequently confirmed id^ge 
of ftiort Parliaments ; and that they will not in^ 
their propofal admit a longer term ^tharf a juft 
jicceffity (hall appear to them to require. 

Rcfolycfh That the faid Committee do report 
^hatevtr dhall occur to them on the fubjefls 
' rf^qm|nended to ^jpir ^hvefti^tiqn, tp the next 
Meeting. 

itefoiv^d. That the Committee do meet on 
the 28th inftant, at fevc^i o’clock in 

^ Refolvcd, 
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Refolved, That a Geoeraji Meeting of the 
Friends to a Parliamentary Reform be held at 
this Houfe on Wednefday the 19th of May, at 
feven o’dock in the Evening, to deliberate on 
the moft efiedual mode of obtaining that great 
end.’- # 

Reiblved, That the Thanks of this Meeting 
be giVen to the Right Hon. Henry Flood, M.P. 
for hU fervices to the Public, in reviving their 
attentioifito the caufe of Parliamentary Reform. 

Refolved, That Thanks of this Meeting 
be given to CajelLOTt,Efq; for the very afttve 
part he has taken -this. Evening. 

Refolyed, That the Thanks of this Meeting 
be given to the Chairman. ^ 

Refolved, That thefe'Rclblutions be printoS 
|n the Public Papers. 

JOHN INGRAM LOCKHART, 
Chairman. 


Paper 1^ 





Paper III. 

R<Hblutions at a General Meeting i^Jd the 
Crown and Anchor Tavern in the Strajiid, on 
' Wednefday the igfh of Ma^iygb^ of fl&iFrtend? 
fl ParHameiitary Reform, 

CAPZ-L LOFlhr, Efqj ijj the,thair. 

^efolvcd unanimouRjr, , • 

T Et AX a RefioraUon of^e Right of adequate 
Rcprefcntation to the People is the heft 
confolation which can be given them for the ■ 
lieavy burthens which-ithey now bear, as well a# 
tbofe additional ones which probably may be 
^o§o impofed upon them, and which a war mUft 
it0eeflE»ri}y ^cahon. 

. Refplved^ vnanimoofly, .That the ala^m be^^* 
trayed in the Houfe of Commons by the en4. .. 
Xhtea ttf Reform, <»> the.latejPti^plition'Iif the 
B|ght,^Mon. Henry, FlgQd,’‘'^9entbnftrates 
|h^,preiredtm(Hpenvis ^adiadly aufpici%8 to 
t|^at|4bapts. of the People .fUE En^an^ for the 
-ieppVBry oi^h^r juft ri^ta^ 

unanimo«fly» That we awe j^ftifted 
obje^QOs to. the preient^timo 
■ ' aa 
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js an improper feafon for, attempting the re* 
mcdy that intolerable evil, rhe prefeiM fete' 

of iWliamentary Reprelentation, as a mean at* 
tt^mpt to conceal an intarefted oppofition to the 
meafure itfelf, 

Rcfolved maanimoufly. That the famf argu* 
nients by wWeh it has been attempted tojuftify 
the prefent ftate of Parliamentary Reprefenta^^ 
tipn equally ferve to vindicate it, cvm 

if the C<|inty bf Middlcfex alqpe had been aci» 
cuftonied to elect rall^hofe, who would' in that 
cafe probably be ciikd the Reprefentatives of 
the People ; a ftate of the Reprefentation which 
we fu^pofe no man out of Parliament would be 
fo ignorant as to approve, or (if approving fc^ 
jnteri^ed purpofes) fO profligate as to defend, f " 
Reiblved unanimoufly. That the apoftacy df 
the moft oftentatious advocates of Parliament 
tary Reform, inftead of damping ought to fti-^^ 
mulate the activity of the People of England^ 
as they may from hence learn, tktt the attain- 
ment of this gi^at objeA, by any other meanflT 
but their own fpirit and vir^e, is totally hoj^* 
left. 

Refolvedy tipanimotifly. That the Friende ## 
Parliamentary Reform, conlirmed in ihetr 1^' 
fbluthpn by thole events that hove pafted fin^ 
^their:4aft^^eneral Meeting, ferioufly! pro« 
ceed towards the attatnmerit of thei# ^ 

ReMve<i^ That an extraordinary Oenaral 
^eetipg be called, within eight day^ aft# 

DiiTolution 
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Djifibll^tion of Parli^ent whenever it fl»aii 

happ4. . 

. Kefolved, That the Refolutions of this Meet- 
ing be printed in the public papers. . ^ 

Refolved, That the thanks of this Meeting be 
given to the Chairman. — Adjourned. 

: CAPEL LOFFT, Chairman. 

""ini ' ' ■ ' 4- ■■ 

Paper IV. ' 

RULES AND ORDERS 

OF THE 

Makchbster CoNSTimrTiONAL Society. 

INSTITWTEO OCTOBER, *790. 

1. 


I. 

T hat the objefjb of this.InfHtutionf is to aU 
tend to, and confider of, every public oc- 
currence by which the generad Liberties Of the 
People may be affiBAed,^8nd to propagate in- 
ibrmadon, concerning anycircumfiance, or mea- 
fi^, hoftile, or advantageous to the Ri^ts of 
People. 

;i;U. That the number of Members be indefinite. 
,>.3. That an annual fubfcription of balf-a Gui- 
li|^..be paid in advance by each Member, 

4, That 
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4* That the Meetings §f this Society W hcl 4 
for the prfefent at the Bridgewater Arms, at 
feven o’clock in the Evening of the firft Tuef- 
day in every Month. 

5. That Candidates (hall be propofed and fe^ 
conded, before any other bufinefs of the Meeting 
is commenced; that their names, profeffions, 
and abode fliall be immediately written down, 
and affixed on feme,, confpicuoua place in tli<^ 
Room where fuch Meeting is held; and that 
they be elected, or Otherwife, at the next Meet- 
ing, by a majority of the Members prefent. The 
nomination of Candidates to be the firft bufineis 
of the Meeting, and E!c<flions the laft. The 
mode of eleclion, to be by Ballot. 

6. That a Prefident^be choien every NiglU by 
a majority of the Members prefent, at the hour 
of meeting ; and that a Secretary, and a Trea- 
furer, be appointed annually. 

7. That a fine of one Shilling be impofed on 
each Member for non-attendance, unlefe in the 
cafe of fiicknefs, or abfence from Manchefter, at' 
the diftance of ten miles. 

8. That the Members of this Society dine 
together annually on the 14th of July. 

9. That the expcnces of the Society for 

ing, rpom, fire, &c* fliali be defrayed out of l^e 
funds of the Society ; and in cafe of infOrma- 
lion to be conveyed to the Public, by the cir* 
culatioD of any Pamphlcti or Traffc, too expen- 
■ - , - tiW 
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ittcli funds, i^bluntary donatloos' Hull 
biilt riot r^uefted. 

That no publication fhall iffue under the 
&hd$on o^ this Society, which ihall not firft 
have been jread, and appji'o^d of, by a majority 
ttf the Meinbefs prefcnt, at each of tw.o foc- 
eeffive Meetings. 

1 1 . That the Society fhall not be pledged to 
any law, regulation, meafurc, or opinion, which 
Ihall not firft have been propofed at '*fene Meet- 
ing, f 6 be difeuffed at the next ; of which the 
Seertitafy fhall alfo give due notice, in the in- 
terval im,n»ediately fucceedlng the meeting at 
which the propofal may bfi made. 

* 12. That the Secretary be tequefted and em- 
|>oWered to corre^nd, as'ogcafion may require, 
with every other limilar inltitution in this, and 
if need be, in any other kingdom. 

13, That fpecial meetings may be convened 
-in cafe 0^ any bufinefs that requires fpeedy con- 
fideration, on the rcquifition of twelve Members 
communicated to the Secretary, provided fuch 
fecial meeting be not hdlden fboner than one 
Week from the date of the rcquifition, and that 
notice thereof, and of the bufinefs intended to 
tite ;^feufied, be tranfmitted49 each Member as 
feidh aa may be after thfe Secitetary has received 
Voqoilition— ^N6 meafure v^tever to be 
‘WbptCd at any fpecial meeting, excepting. fuch 
••^i^tbe exprefely ^ntion^ in th#'^ice of 
ti«ei%eetiDg... - . 

“ 14. That 
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14* jThat the lignat^fc of the Secretary be 
affixed to every F^bli5;^tion^ which ih^ll iffue 
under the lanAion of this Society. 

15. That if anyPerfon be thought axi^ im- 
proper Member, he may be expelira by a ma- 
jori^ty of the Members prcfent at one Meeting,^ 
provided fuqh expulfion be confirmed by ^ ma- 
jority prefent at the next Meeting. 

16. That the feven Refolutions of the 5th of . 
Oftober he prefejitcd, or rcad,'^to every Perfon 
defirous of becoming a Member of this Society^ 
who fliall declare his affent to them, before he 
can be propofed. 

17. That upon the decifion of any. motion^ 
the Minority, or any part of them, fhaU have a 
right to enter their diffent, ydth their reafoili 
for it, in the Society's Journal. 
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1 E 3 ETING ^ tbk SOCIETY# 
Oitober ^tby 1790. 

Refolvcd unanifnouily, ^ 

1. THAT in every, civil Community^ theie- 

S ^timate authority of the Governors, can only 
! derived from the confent of the Governed. 

. ' 2. That the li^pinefi of the People^overned 
ought to be the foie end and aim of all civiT 
government. 

" 3^ That public honours and emoluinents can 
only be due for^ ftrvice^ conferred on the State. 

Tl^at every Perfon, from the higheft to the 
Joweft> appointed tp and accepting of any office 
or truft for the benefit of the Community, u 
ultimately refponfible to the People for the com- 
plete difeharge of the duties of it. 

5. That anions only, and not opinions, are 
the propfi&r objefls of civil jurifdiflion. 

6. That ho fiw or ftatute can be fairly Inade, 
ivhich is no| cnafted .by and with the confent 
of a majority of this People, given either ex- 
prefsly by themfclves, or means of a full, 
fair, and adequate Reprefemation. 

7. That the People of Great-Britain arc not 
iully, fairly, and adequately rep|jj|fe^ in Par- 
lildnelKit ; and that the defeflivcJPUc of the Re* 
prefentation of this Country, and thq^^xtended 
diuradon^pf Jparliamcnts, require a Ipeedy and 

efleflual 
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^ffeausd Refown, and are objeas to wbidi the 
tttettion of tins Society ought to be partjcu. 
larly direaed. 


At a meeting of thb SOCIETY, 
February i79*» 


THAT S thottland Copies of the 
Orders of the Society, and of the feven 
S”f the 5th of oaober Uii. be pnoted fcr 

the »fe of the Mem^s- 


Pap«r V. 


Oo 



Pap er V. 

ADDRESS 

FROM THU 

Society for Constitutional Infu^rmation 
^ In Sheffield, 

To the PUBLIC. 


A S the neceflSty of a REFORMATION, by 
the revival of our ancient privileges in 
the Conftitution of our Government, is lb well 
known, ^nd fo generally allowed, we apprehend 
It unneceQary to make any apology for declaring, 
That a letni{ler^teand difpafiionate enquiry into 
evils of our Government, it is prefumed, can 
be the only means of re^refling our grievances^ 
^^thotU having recourfe to the lealt efforts of 
To aUay, therefore, the heat of party, 
tol^cpaire the PUBLIC MIND for deliberate in- 
VciUgation, ^and to prove that our LIBERTIES 
may be renovated without the diRru€fcion of the 
^onfiitution, or perfonal facrifice,»is the immc^ 
4iate purpofe, endeavour, and intent of this 
Sbcic^,^^ for which the patronage of all parties is 

foUcited. 
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folicit^d. ’ Tbefirous^of preferying peace, birder, 
and fecurity, the Members o£ this Society con- 
fide on the intention of their endeavours being 
honoured with the general approbation and ca- 
couragementof their Fellow-Citizens. Confcious^ 
of the fervice their example and perfeverance in^ 
fo laudable an undertaking may produce, they 
are proud to avow the following are the pri- 
mary obje(^s on which their motives and princi- 
ples arc founded. 

Firil, I hat as our Conftitutioi> was, from the 
carlieft periods, founded on Liberty, it fhould 
not be dellroycd, as if it were the Government 
of Dcfpotifm. 

Secondly, That all our political evils arifing 
from the abufe of Lilli CONSTITUTION la 
practice, and not from any defect of it in prin- 
ciple, the original purity of its ipirit may be 
reflored without violence to the body. , 

rhirdly. That as the corrupt State of the Re- 
prefentation originates withall par ties, itsancient 
purity is only to be revived by the unanimous 
and difinterefted efforts of every rank and de- 
gree in the kingdom. 

Fourthly, That as nothing but a patriotic and 
difintyrefted refolution in ail, to recur to the tirft 
principles of our Conftitution, can rcftorc us to. 
the entire poffeffion of pur ancient Liberties — 
is not the fall of one party, or the rife of another, 
that Ihouid be the objecl of the public purfuh. 

. And, Fifthly, That as the Reftoration of our 
O o 2 Liberties 
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Libi^tties is equally due to all, ho difif^cncc o( 

, opinion, fituation, 'or^circuinftance Ihould pre- 
yeht every ihdWidiial peaceably tmiting in the 
attainment of this in valuable bleiling. 

CONBITIONS 
For admitting Members into this Society. 

Agreed, That the following Proteft or Deck- 

• ration fhall be complied with, and acllnowledged 

• a$ j|ke real fentiments of each and every Mem- 
belp of this Society, previous to their admiffion 

any of our Meetings, or their acceptance 
i&f a ticket. 

DECLARATION. 

I folemnly declare myfelf an enemy to all con- 
spiracies, tumults, and riotous proceedings, or 
malicioufiy furmifing any attempt that tends 
to Overturn, 6r atoy wife injure or difturb the 
peace of the People, or the Laws of this Realm: 
And that myonly wifli and defign is, to concur 
th Tentiment with every peaceable and good 
pilizen of this Nation, in giving my voice for 
j^Uca^ion to be made to Parliament, praying 
for a fpeedy Reforniation, and" an equal Repre- 
sentation in the Moufe of Commons. 

December 19 , 1791 . 
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APPENDIX 

To VOLUME, tho SECOND i 


C0NTAIM1N6 

' A State of the Reprefeatation of the Peo- 
ple of England^ Wales, Scotland, aad 
Ireland, under the Prote< 5 l:or, Ox.iv&]i 
Cromwell, in the Year 1654. 

A State of the Rcprefentation of the Peo- 
ple of England, Wales, and Scotland, on 
the Plan of the Association of the 
County of York, in the Year 178.0. 

A State of the Reprefentatibn of the Peo- 
ple of England, on the Principles of Mr. 
Pitt, in the Year 1785; with an an- 
nexed State of additional Propofitions, 
fuggefted by the Editor, in the Year 
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A State of the Reprefentati6|i gf the People of 
ISlngland^ Wales, Scotland, and Ireland, under 
:l Protestor, Oliver Otomwell, inthe^cdx 

I *<554. , . • 

ENGLAND. 



County 

Member* for Ciiiet 

TotaL 

* 

Mfmheto* 

and ^otjune. 



Bedfdrdftlire, 

5 

1 


6 

Bcrkfhire, 

5 



7 

Buc|d||sbam(h1re, 

5 

3 


S 

Cambndge(hire» 

Me of jeTy, 

t] 

a 


8 

dhb(hire» 

A 

X 


J 

Cornwafly 

8 

4 


%% 

Ctimberland» 

% 

1 


3 

DerbyHiire, 

4 

I 


5 

pevonibirci 

XI 

9 


lO 

jDchrfetiliire, 

6 

4 


to 

Durham, 

a 

1 


S 

EIR^x, 

is 

3 


16 

Oloucefterihire, 

5 

4 


9 

Hampihircv 

H 

A 


J 4 

Me of Wight, 





Hcrcfordlhirc, 

4 



4 

Deftfbrddiirc, 

S 



7 

' Hiidtingdonlhire, 

s 

X 


4 

Kept, 


y 


iS 

X^i^tralhire, 

4 

4 


8 

heio^^erfhirtf 

4 

ft 


6 

Dincolhmlre, 

lb 

6 


x6 

Mddkfex, 

4 

8 


la 

MoUmouthihire, 

1 

0 


3 

Kor^k, 

10 * 

6 


i4 

jlbrlhaiDptonOitre, 

6 

Z 


S 

'^drthttmbcrtand, 

3 

z 


3 

£|otlinghamfhire. 

4 

> z 


b 

Oxfbrdibire, 

i . 

3 


4 

KutlaudChire, 

» 

0 


. 

ShVotribke, 

4 

4 




II 

7 


1 $ 



ataflbrdtbtre, 
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SlafFord(hirc> 

Suffolk9 

Surrey* 

Suflcx, 

Warwickfhifc* 

Wcflmorland, 

Wiltfliire, 

AVorcefterlhirc* 


£a(t Riding 
North Riding, 


'County 

Mtmimrs for CitUo 

9W«I. 

JSStmbon* 

3 

10 

and T 9wnt* 

3 

6 

6 

16 

6 

4 

xo 

9 ^ 

4 

5 

3 

14 

7 

a 

0 

2 

10 

4 

14 


a 

, 7 

^ :? 

3 



Anglcfca, 

Rrecknockfhire, 

Cardigan(hire, 

Cacrmarthcnlhirc, 

Caernarvonlhirc, 

Dcnbighftitrc, 

Flintfhire, 

Glamorganfliirc> 

Merioncthfliirc, 

Montgomcryihirc, 

P^nabrokcihire, 

lUdnorlhirc, 


WALES. 


Inevrncft, 

^ ft. 1 


SCOTLAl^- 


Inevrnefd, . 

Forfar & Kincardiocfliire, 

Tifc and Kinrofs, 

K’lhgow, sterling .ndCUckmannan. 


ptinbftrto% 


d n « A (« ft «|M A <«> A 



Cttufify 


t 1 

x!>uiibartoiij Argyll^ and Bute, 

Juanerk, 

Jil^id-Lothlaii, 

Lothian* x 

M#«» X 

S^klrk and Peeblee* x 

t imtries, t 

istoun* X 

Kney, Shetland* and Caithnefs* x 

Bitthtriand Rofs, and Cromarty* x 

Elgin* and Nairn* it 

JKintr* t 

Aberdeen* t ^ 

Air, and Renfrew* x 

Roxburgh* x 

Total Membera for Counties of Scotland* ao 

CiiUt and T’otvii/. for CUiri 

and 7’otvnt, 

Edinburgh* % 

Forfar, Dundee* Aberbrothock* Montrofe* 

Brechin* 

l«inlith|ow* Queensferry* Perth* Culrofs* 

Stirling* 

St* Andrews, Dyfart* Kirkcaldy, Copar, 
Anftnitber, Eafl: and Weft* Pitten Weem, 

' DunfermUne* Kinghorn* Inver- 

nithing, Kilrenay, Burnt Iftand* 

Lltnerk* OUfgow* Rutherglen* Rotbfay, 

Renfrew, Air, Ir?in, Dunbarton, ' 

. Dumfries* Saneuhar, Lockmaben* Aman* 

Wigton, Kirkcudbright* Whitehorn* 

9atloway, 

Feet lies* Selkirk* Jedburgh* Lauder* North 
Berwick, Dunbar* Haddington* 

Dornoch* *Diin* InvemcCi* Ding waU* Nairn* 

Elgin* Tones, 

S»nf. Cullen* Aberdeen* 

Tbt^ Mkm. fbr Cities Sc ToShis of Gotland* xo 

, MtMbeti i(» IkeUana, 30 

IRELAND, 

/o 

t » 



Mcilht nod Lowth, 
IL^fre sad Wicklow, 


Dublin* 



t A i 


CstMfUi* Coftmij 

Dublin, s 

Catberloueh, Wexford, Kilkenny’, and > 
Qgecn> County, 5 * 

Weil Meath, Longford, and King^s County, a 
Dourn, Antrim, and Armagh, a 

Derry, Donegal, and Tyrone, i 

Cavan, Tercnanagb, and Monagham, i 

Kerry, Limerick, and Clare, a 

Cork, X 

Tipperary and Waterfend, 1 

Sligo, Rofeommar, and Leitrim, a 

Galway and Mayo> a 

Total Members for Counties of Ireland, aj 

Cities and *Tov>ns, Members fer CitU$ 

and y’ownt. 

Dublin, • - 1 

Carrickfergus, and Belfail, - l 

Derry, and Coleraine, - X 

Limerick, and Kllmallock, >> x 

Cork, and Youghall, - x 

Brandon, and Kinfalc, - * * 

Waterford, and Clonmcll, • * 

Total Members for Cities and Towns J — 
Ireland, - • 5 7 


Total Members for Ireland jo 

RECAPITULATION. 


Members for England, 

Wales, 

Scotland, 

Ireland, - - 

Total Reprcfcntalion of the People of England, 
Wales, Scotland, and Ireland, 


V7 

JO 

460 


N. B. By the Inftniment of Gowrnmeot appwntin, 
Cromwell Protedor, and fixing, aa abo»c, tlic RrprefefcMthm ol 
Great-Briuio and Ireland, it wa» proviued thrt Jerftf 
Goemfey alfo ftiould be "P"*'"'*'*'"*'"!'* 
not appear that any Member wa» eleited to f"'' ^ ^ 
By the fame inftruroent it wa« appomird that the RtgM of 
SafiVage in Coontie*, and alfo in C;(|e. and Town., 

»Uow«J to perfofij poffelfing aoel. although they ll.wM n«itt«r 
be entitled to »ot< » Freeholders, nor as fi ecroen, Kc, , 

A State 
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A State of the Reprefentation of the People of 
England, Wales, ayid Scotland, on the Plan of 
the Aflbciation of the County of York, in the 
Year 1780. 


ENGLAND- 


Cnmtiu, 

Bedfordihtre 

Berkfhire, 

Buckinghamflitre, 

CARibridgelhirc^ 

Cheibfre, 

Corn-wali, 

Cumberland, 

Derby (hire, 

DevonOiire, 

Dorfetfiiire, 

Durham, 

BOex, 

Gloucefterdiire, 

Hamplhtre, 

Hcrefiirdfhirc, 

Hei^ford(hire, 

Huntingdon (hire, 

JCent, 

Dancalbire, 

Dlucolnfhire, 

i<dce(tcr(h;re, 

Middlefcx, 

lifoffom, 

Monmouth(hirr, 

‘Korthumberland, 


dumber of County 
J\f ember* addedm 
I 

1 

1 

r 

4 

3 

3 

4 

I 

I 

$ 

3 

i 

I 

4 

4 

5 
1 

4 

4 

7 


dumber of Membtro 
io each County ^ 

3 

3 

3 

3 

4 
4 
4 

4 
6 
3 

3 

5 

4 

4 
3 
3 

6 
6 

5 
$ 

6 
6 

3 

4 


KotUnghamihircj 
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fiouniiet, 

Nottinghamfhire, 
Northamptonlhirtf, 
Oxford (hire, 
Rutland flare, 
Shropfhire, 
Somcrfetfhire, 
StafFordfhire, 
Suffolk, 

Suffex, 

Surry, ^ 

Warwickfliirc, 

Weftinorland, 

Wiltfhire, 

Worceftcrfliirc, 

Yorkfhirc, 


Number ef County 
Afemkert added ^ 

1 

2 

• * * 


Number of Atetaief 
to tecb County. 

3 

4 

J 


» 

3 

3 

3 

% 

a 

■% 

% 

1 


Weft Riding, 4^ 
North Riding, 3 > 
Eaft: Riding, aj 


2 

4 

5 

i 

4 

4 

4 

3i 

4 

3 

9 


Addition to Englifli 
iCounties, 


I 80 


Total County Memo , 
bt?i!» fur England, 


WALES. 


Anglefca, 

Brecon, 

Cardiganfhire, 
Caermarthenlhire, I 

Caernarvonfliire, 
Dcnbighfljirc, i 

Flintfhirc, 

Glamorganfhire, i 

Merionethfhire, 
Montgomeryfhire, I 

Pcmbrokefbire, 


Radnorihire, 

— Tc'.al County Mem- 

Addition to Welch Coun. 4 bcrs for Wales, 


% 



\ 


The METROPOIJS. 

Membertf 


Marybonc, - - % 

Pancras, - - ** - 2 

Weftminfter, - - - % 

Southwark, - - - • 

Addition to the Metropolis, - 7 


SCOTLAND. 
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SCOTLAND. 


CmttUif, 


CMthnefsfhirCf 
Cromarty (hircp 
iUnrofBdiirey 
Btttcfhire, 

ClackmannanHiirep 
Kairnfhircp 
A 4 dttioii to fix Scotch Counties^ 
Other Counties, 

Total County Members > 

for Scotland, 3 


Cunty 

mdAed, 




jN'umhtr 9f Mtm^ 
hen to emeh Cornu* 


*7 


Ckiet mid ^uvom* Mmhert uddei, 

Edinburgh, t 

• Glafgow, a 

Aberdeen, z 

Dundee, 1 

Addition to^ Scotch Cities & Town, 6 


RECAPITULATION. 


Addition to England for Counties, 
To Wales Ditto, 

To the Metropolis, 

To Scotland for Counties, 

For Cities and Towns, 


JMemien* 

So 

4 

6 


Total addition, 100 


This Table, fo far at it refpedls England and Wales, 
was formed from the lift of Houfes chargeable to the duty on 
Hoofes and Windows in England and Wales, which was laid be- 
9 ort the Houfe of Commons by the Commiffioners of Taxes, in 
the year 1781. 
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STATE 


OF THE 



OF THE 

PEOPLE OF ENGLAND, 


ON THE 

PRINCIPLES of Mr. Pirr in ijSjj 

WITH AN ANNI.XKD 

STATE OF ADDITIONAL PROPOSI TIONS, 

BY THE 

Rev. CHRISTOPHER WYVILL, 

I^ATE Chairman of the Committee of Association 
or THE County of York. 
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STATE 


or t-u& 

REPRESENTATION, 


T he propofal which Mr. Pitt offered to 
Parliament in the Year 1785, for reform- 
ing the Reprefentation of the People of Eng- 
land, was the refult of much previous agitation 
of that fubjecl in General Meetings of the 
County of York and other confiderableDiftricls; 
and during that popular difcu/Ilou the propri- 
ety of the meafurc liad appeared evident, from 
the pernicious confequenCes of tiic W^ar with 
America, which Minillcrs, trufting to a cor- 
rupt Influence in Parliament, had dared to con- 
tinue, long after the fenfe of the Public had 
been inoft unequivocally declared againil it. 
It may juftly appear furprifmg, therefore, that 
a propofal, from its intrinfic iinjx>rtance fo truly 
intercfling, brought forward under circum- 
ftanccs fo dccifive of its expediency, by a Mi- 
nifler, who is undoubtedly one ot the abicfl 
Men of his age, and who at that moment was 
the Idol of the Public, fhould be heard with fo 
little attention, and fall fo quickly into oblivion, 
that the dclign and drift of his Propofitions 
i'eeni now to require illuftration. The truth is 
perhaps, that the Nation which had been ex- 
P p 2 afperated 
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arpcratedby the inifcondu£t of former Minifters 
and the palpable corruption of Parliament, which 
had felt itfelf degraded as a great Poli- 
tical Power, and nearly ruined by tliat Civil 
War, was eager to enjoy the bleffings of Peace, 
without much adverting to the means of future 
fecurity. The Minifters were efteemed 

friendly to the lAberty€)f the People, and Peace 
and CEcononiy in the expenditure of Public 
Money were the profefled principles on which 
their Adminiftration was commenced. — Vrom 
their virtue and wifdom, it was expected l)y many, 
that the evil con fequen ccs w h ich u n av oid al A y i I ( > w 
from the corrupt principle of our Government, 
Vtrouldbe mitigated as much as poflible, and the 
work of Reformation, it was therefore thought 
might well bepoilponed to fomc future feaibn, 
when the ncccflity for it would be more urgent. 
A confulcrable part of the Nation undoubtedly 
heard the propofal with averfiou ; bccaul’e 
it aimed to dchroy their ilUacejuired and un- 
con Hi tutional power y and by them it w'ould 
be willingly ct)niigned to oblivion as a project 
which they hoped never to fee revived ; by 
fomc it was ilighted becaufc it came from a hli- 
nifter whom they difapproved ; by others 
it w^as difregarded bccaufe they thought it 
not fuiliciently extenhve; and many who ap 
proved the general principle, on which it was 
propofed to reform the Reprefentation ; yet fur 
want of having a ftatemciit of the fcvcral par^ 

liculir 
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Hcular articles of the Plan, diftinclly laid before 
their eyes, were too indolent to examine it 
with fuflicient attention to obtain any exad 
comprehcnfion of it. 

That a propofal of fuch great importance to 
the Peace and Liberty of the Nation, might 
neither be nnfunderftood nor thrown aiide and 
forgotten, it was much wiihccl foon after it had 
been rejected by Parliament, that the Miniflcr 
liiinfelf would produce to the l^uhlic, the Heads 
of the Bill, and a particular ilatemcnt of the 
Iiaprovcincnts intendc<i by it. For rcafons 
which may be conceived to have muih force 
at that moment, and to be perfectly con/iRent 
with a fincere intention to produce fueh Papers at 
fomc future time, it is probableth.it the Publica* 
tion alluded to, was poilpoued by Mr. Pitt. I rom 
him it would have come forth with thcgreatcll 
propriety, and with thein()H powerful cliecL— 
But fince an authentic Public.Uion, fpccifying 
difiincdiy the particular changes which on the 
principles of his Plan were intended, oi prt)- 
bably would have been eflcded in the Repre- 
i'entation of the People of l.ngland, feems 
not now to be reafbnably expeded from Mr. 
Pitt, 1 trull tlic talk maybe ujulcrtaktn L) ano-* 
tlier perfon with propriety, and iioilihiy, not 
without fome beneficial effccc. It is uecefiaiy, 
however, that the Reader fhould be appnlcd, 
tliat the following Ilatemcnt of iinproyrmcnts 
in our Rcprelentation on the pnncijde. pro- 
pofed by Mr. Pitt, is not an authenne c(nri. 

* ' P P 3 municatiun 
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munication of a Paper drawn by Him, and 
publilhed either with his confent, or without 
it ; it is only a Statement of changes, which, 
on thofe principles, poffibly might have taken 
place, and that Statement has been minutely 
drawn out, and adapted to the fuppofed popula- 
tion of the kingdom, merely from the Editor^s 
recolleftionof thofe principles, as generally jftated 
in Mr. Pitt's Speech to Parliament, and in the 
printed Explanation of them, which had h'ecn 
ieen andapproved by Mr. Pitt, and with his con- 
Icnt fubmitted by the Editor, to the confidera- 
tion of a Public Meeting as a faithful fummary of 
the mcafurcs intended ; and though the Editor 
will not afl'ert that the diftributions of Mem- 
bers to the feveral Counties here pointed out, 
arc exaedy in the fime proportion as they would 
have been propofed by Mr. Pitt, or that on his 
principles various other diftributions may not 
be pointed out, vs'hich may appear better and 
more convenient; yet the ftatement here given, 
having been made from an authentic lift of 
Houfes throughout the Kingdom, which was 
laid before the IIoul'c of Commons, in the year 
1781, he flatters himfelf it will be found fufli- 
ciently accurate to anfwer the purpofe intended; 
w^hicli was to convince the Public from a parti- 
cular view of the probable operations of the 
Bill in queftion, that a Political Reform oh thofe 
principles would be of infinitely greater value, 
than the major part of the Community feems 

to 
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to have thought j and poffibly to convince the 
moft ardent Reformers, that although Juftkc 
and the more extended expedatiorts of the 
People may now render fome additional 
improvements expedient, rcfpccling the en- 
largement of the Right of Suffrage, and the 
comprehenfion of the People of Scotland, yet 
thofe improvements ought to be fuch as would 
accord with the general views of the Plan in 
queftion,andindeed would not be deviationsfrom 
that Plan, but only a more complete application 
of its principles to the actual circumftanccs 
of the cafe. The particular improvements 
which the more expanded ideas of the People 
feem to require, which would be agi’cc- 
able to the rules of juftice, and would accord 
well with the regulations before propofed, will 
be annexed to the following 

STATE of the REPRESENTATION of the 
PEOPLE of ENGLAND, as it might have 
been improved on the principles of Mr. PlTT's 


^ Memkri 
tacb Cvmityp 

a 

3 

a 

3 

3 

S 

3 

3 

S 

3 

Eflex, 


flan, in uie lear 17555. 


Countiej, 

Bcdford{Viirc, 

Bcrkfliire, 

Buckinghamfliiff, 

Cambridgeihire, 

Cheshire, 

Cornwall, 

Cumberland, 

Derby 0 lire, 

Devonlhire, 

Dorfetfhire, 

Durham, 


JSfutnher t)f Cfmttiy 
J)/temberj added* 


P P 4 



Cottm^egt 
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Number of County Number of Member i 


Members added, to eaeb Counts, 

Effex, 

% 

4 

Gloucefterfhirc, 

% 

4 

Hampftiire, 

% 

4 

Hertford (hire. 

X 

3 

Hertford fliiic, 

X 

3 

Huntingdonfhirc* 


a 

Kent, 

z 

5 

!Lancaniirc, 

z 

5 

Eeiccftcrfhire, 

a 

4 

Lincolnihire, 

3 

5 

Middlofex, 

3 

5 

Monmouthniirc, 


2 

Norfolk, 

a 

5 

Hojthumberland, 

% 

4 

INottingliamfhirc, 

X 

3 

Hoithamptonftiirc, 

% 

4 

Oxfordfhire, 

X 

3 

KutlandOnrc, 


a 

Shropdiire, 

% 

4 

SSomerfetllure, 

% 

4 

Staiford(liire> 

% 

4 

SufTolk, 

4 

4 

Sutfex, 

X 

3 

Surry, 

2 

4 

Warwickfhirc, 

% 

4 

Wcftmorland, 


a 

Wiltfliirc, 

% 

4 

Worccftcrftiire, 

I 

3 

Yorkfhirc, 

r Weft Riding, 4 

7 < North Riding, 3 > 

9 


— ^Eaft Riding, 



Total 67 14 7 

Members added to the Metropolis. 


Marybotie, Pancras, 

&c. a 


WcftTninfter, 

z 


Southwark, 

I 


5 

Members granted to four great Unrcprcfcntcd 

Birrningnaro, 

Towns- 

a 


Mancheftcr, 

2 


Shefheld, 

a 


X.ccd 8 , 

3 



Members 
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Members to be chofen bj^ Popular Eleftion in Ten 
Cities and Towns, at prcfait deprived lJ U) at 
Right by their refpedive Corporalions. 


Rath, a 

Buckingham, % 

Btuy, a 

'Piverton, % 

5cm I borough, % 

Porlfmouth, % 

5ihfbury, % 

Winchtftcr, a 

Dartmouth, a 

riymoiith, a 


ao 


RECAPrniLATION. 


f.nml,,.. 


Total .uhlllion to rnglar.tl ior Counties, ♦ C; 

To the* M.-tiopolin, - • ' - 5 

To great Uin< puu ntctl 'ro\vi-% - - it 

Addition by i'upul u . in i , CP'cs 

and 'I’ownK, ?.t ptcicnt iv}Ti'.<d<{ > ao 

onvilcg^ bv itu ir ri ipcc'iVc L orpo J 

Total addition to the pt-paia Kcpui nt.<;n>ii, icj 


Vor which would be \va.:»rd the aboMoen of a '' K '-Mm Bo- 
roughs, 'vc. tv) as'old incicah.i" the nun. her oi the Iloijlc ct 
Coniuu) I'v. 

To thi' great advar.tag'!, it prepi'A ^ »o nM ino*' er of 
fmall Jiupi I t.i'iCf, bN a* fmenting ih.c Chudt 'a '*’ B '<iv, ti" »• iy 
with the adi'itkou ot iro"','^jo Voicis j t«.* i:< t,* icp-vl by itnpa'ti’g 
the right of voting tv) Cwp> hoMc/ toctr*..e. t'n -.po c •.♦co } < ■ - 
holders, and .V.f ) t./ «!ccc'nl 1 b,uh<'holdi.i . in the >1.1 *\> vj-, •'’ f ..r 
great unrep' t lVnti d. i’owi.,, r d ni it n t-. -s; d 'i’ jv lo 
which the Right of Bledf on v'l; ’ > • e ' ' ’ n oorn. 

If this Phni had bci n act cpt'- l bv Ifoi I'O-i.t, r.., ' . - fad cctn 
thought of foi giv.d inly weed ‘i; out an t.* : htl'C i’* ■ 
containing <cc iicjfv-. 


State 
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STATE ot ADDITIONAL PROPOSITIONS 
Suggefted in the Year i793* 


I’HE moft obvious and neceflary addition 
to Mr. Pitt’s Plan is, that it fhould be ex- 
tended to the Reprefentation of the People of 
Scotland ; in fuch a manner, as to remove that 
^ degrading exception by which fix of the Coun- 
ties of Scotland are reduced to alternate Re- 
prefentation ; to place Edinburgh and fomc 
other principal Cities, in rcfpecl of their 
reprcfcniativc importance on a footing of equa- 
lity with the great d owns of England ; and to 
regulate Elections in Scotland by the lame 
general rules to which they arc fubjeef in Eng- 
land. 

Another nccelTary addition to that Plan feems 
to be, the extcnfion of the Right of Suflrage 
to all decent Houfehclders throughout Great- 
Britain. 

By thefe regulations the following COUN- 
TIKvS of SCO i LAND would receive an addi- 
tion of THREE MEMBERS ; fo that each of 
thofe Counties would be conllantly reprefented 

by ONE MEMBER. 


CVithnefsfbirc, 

Ciomartvlhirc, 

KMirotsIhire, 

Biitefhire, 

Clack man n An ill ire, 
NAirnihire 
Other CuuiUici 


Member 9, AJMthm. Kumier q/ Cwnti 

JMtm, tn 

» 1 


3 


«7 J 33 

The 
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The following CITIES and TOWNS of SCOT- 
LAND would receive an addition of SEVEN 
MEMBERS, viz. 


Citiff and ^crunt. 


jR Ti'mhert a /./ J to 
Lttu's ilf 'lotiftti. 


Fdinburgh, 

Abeidffil, 

DunOce, 

J'Ailley,* 

rrEl'cMit number of Members ^ 
for Cities ami 'J'own-?, 


T'jt 

*Teta{ a JJiiirn. ATi/w. tj 
fur Cittft It 

in iicotiaiut* 


Total Reprefentation of Srotlan*!, 55 


The Elc^ions which at prefeiit arc rotifuicti 
to a few Members of a ('orponiiion in each of 
the following Towns of Knglaiul, !)y ilicfc re- 
gulations would become Popular iicttions, \izr 


Addition n( Conf'itmional Meinbtfl# 
b> Pt)pnlar 1‘>‘. turns jn four 

Mailborough, ^ tu^itaud. 

Tauncetton, C g 

Poole, C 

Thetford, J 

By tliefe regulations, alfo, the Hofh of Con^ituents in 
England, on an)' rertfoiiabk* definition of the* Pcrfoiis meant 
by “ decem Houh holdcrs” would rcreivt* an addiiirm pro- 
bably, not ilniri (d 1,50,000 Voiers. I he fame icgiiU- 
tions adding to the preleiu McHors in SrotUnd, free- 
holders and Copyhf)ldtis nt linlhngs v due, and detc.il 
Jtloufciioidcis would prolMhlv iiureale tiic Coniinueiit 
Body there In an angmentanon of ik.uIv mx^-ooo Voters 
The' total augmerit.nion «>f the KUv me ibv y bv ,}u fe 
regulations throughout Gieai-Briiaui, '^ouid be ncany 
250,000 Aduiticmil I'otcrs, 


• It not be imprrprr. p'-rh.p.. n- nnor* to 

the fmall Unreprefeured bur^h, «.-.;:hm.nrluKu 

in Ekaioii for Rc-prcfcmativcs of town. 1 he ... . 

the Reprei'enraotm at prcl-ni t <i,' yt d by ‘ ^ 

Dundee, would tb'v.dvc upon Hu- other Lurj^n* «ri.«i which Huy n , 

connected and incrcaic ihcir diare, JOJNP 
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JOINT Rl'.CAPITULATION. 

By Mr. PlTT’s PLAN enlarged in the niannc 
here ftated. 


The ConflitUi'nt BotW throughout Eng- '| 
land, by nn;^artiiig the Right ot Young 
to C'opN>ioUcr to ci-il.iin uiut pi ch ntc i 
Eieeholders, a’ul to I l<jnL s 

in the dihiiet of M.iryhcine, i.i lour grtMt 
unrt-prcifMU;d d'ovvi.s, ar <* in ten Cities 
and 'T'owns in whir.h the Ri^ht ot V'oting 
would be tin own open would be incrcalcd 

by the addition of * * J 

The Ocmrtittient Body thionghoui'j 
Great' Britain, by impaiunj; tiu* Right j 
nf Voting to thole d;«*ent HoutVh »l;h r-> ’ 
and other Pei fons to whom Mr. Pitt’s PI. in J 
iingi.i.illy did not jiropolc to extend it, • 
would be incrc.'dVd by the addition of J 
’I'hc tot.'d addition to the Coniiiuieiil / 
Body of Ciicat ilnuuu would be > 

The Ucprcfent'ition f*f the Counties of ^ 
England would be incre.d'ed to S 

Tint of W.dcJ wmukl lennin 
That of Scotland w'ouid be increafed to 
'i'otal Couniy Kt prcfcntauou oi Gical* 7 
Britain would be ** 5 

The Keprefentation of the Citiea and 
Towns of rnghind w'onld bo diinlnithcd 
hy the abolition of forty of the moll ob- 
noxious Boroughs by voluntary I.- 1 ren- 
der ; but that of the Tovvi.s in WaK s 
would lenviin the fame ; and the light 
of being I'v. prefen ted by fght Members 
v'oul \ be granted to four Unrcpvefcnlcd 
T^>vvh*i; and the right of being repre- 
fented by fl^e Members would be grant- 
ed to ecilaiu DiftriRsof tlic iMctiopohs 
of England : the Reprelentatiou ol the 
Cities and lowns of England and Wales 

wiuiid iherefo e be ^ ^ 

That of the Cities and Towns ol boot- _ 
laud wou'd be mcieaied to - S 
Th'^ total Kepi el'ent n ii»n ot the Chties I 
and Towns of Gieat-Biiuin weuid be > 


jfers. 


100,000 


ajOjC'o# 


.•? 50 ,ffico 

C'juHty 

M 7 

1 i 

33 

191 

J'r Cii'cs - 
'2\\uni cj Sngiand^ 


354 


376 
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f’.c totM Rfprtfcrtnt'on of Coun- 
ties, C’.ties, raid 'i\jwns td (Ircat- 
I 5 iitaiij. l*y a^ld ten Mt-ralKJs to 
S<. ollanj would be 

Or, if diminiduniJ^ the rcldtive prcporlion 
the Kngliih Rcprolrnliition to tiiril oi Sect- 
i.ind, ilioukl he tliought Icis objectioir.ihlc tli.ni 
aiding to the prcl'cnt number of the Houfc of 
f '.omnicns, tiic inconvenience mi‘:;ht bcrivouieti 
by the hirlhvr abolilion of fsvc onnoxious Ho- 
rtunrhs, by volunlary farrendcr, to be oblaineil 
b.y purcliafc. a'i was propofed by Mr. Pitt. 

'To fccurc tlic execution <>f this enl.irgCil 
Plan, it is proposed that tiic rcirnlatron for 
rp'antine; ten Members to the Dblrjrt of Mary- 
iione vind Pancra^, tv) Manchdlcr* 

bhedleld and 1. ceils, and aiio three to the fix 
Caiiiniies ofhcollind winch rre under allenutc 
Rcprelentation, and Icvcn to l',din:nir.;!i, (/i.d- 
pow, Aberdeen, Dundee, and PailKo , {fiouhl 
Vakc place at the next Cicncral Kiedion : and 
that a lift ot all tiie Counties of England, 
rockojune’^ each, or the Uid.n;;s of \ork(hiie as 
a Coiinlv, Ihould I'-c lorujcd by lot, and wncii 
anv i:Sorou‘^'h iliouul h'a\ e inrrcn«Iercii it'> 
chile in the mermcr eviready h ;tcd, t];c fliare of 
l^epreien tat inn. lo fui rendered tlionki be trails- 
ierred to tlic County or Riding, the name of 
whicii may kand firlt upon tne lift fu forp*^d 
and io to the next vpen the IIR proj^rLCively 


J^dtn.lert far Grejt 
lirituin. 


iC8 
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till the whole transfers defigncd for the Coun- 
ties may Have been made. I’he City of Well- 
minfter and the Borough of Southwark, niight 
either be claffed in this lift in the fame manner 
as the Counties, or might be placed at the end ot 
it, as the laftDiUri<^s to which theintendedTrans* 
fer fliould be made: and ftill more to promore 
the fpeedy execution of thisPlan, itfeemsexpedi- 
ent that ioo,oooA be added to thefuni ofoncir.il- 
rion,propolcd tobe fet apart for thepurchaleofob- 
nOxiousBoroughs, in order, that out of the faid 
100,000/. tenfums of ten thoufand pounds each 
may be added to ten fums of twenty thou find 
poundseach,aswasoriginallypropofedforthefiid 
purchafe ; and the united fums, with their ac* 
cumulations of interell, rcfpeclively may be 
paid to the firft ten Boroughs which {hall fur- 
render their obnoxious Franchifes. In pur- 
fuance of thefe ideas, it is to be underllood, 
that no Transfer of the privilege of Reprefen- 
tatlon would be wanted, on account of the ten 
Members propofed to be added to the Counties, 
Cities, and Towns of »Scotland ; that from the 
five Boroughs which fhould firft have furren- 
dered that privilege, a transfer of their lhare 
in the Reprefentation would be efteemed to 
have been made in advance, to the unrepre- 
fented diftri^ of Marybonc, &c. and to the 
great Unreprefented I’owns of Birmingham^ 
Maochefter, Sheffield, and Leeds ; and that the 
fixates iu the Reprefentation of thirty-five Bo- 
roughs 
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roughs remaining to be disfranchifed as afore- 
laid, would be directed by Parliament to be 
transferred to the feveral Counties or Ridings 
of England, to the City of Weftminfter, and to 
tlie Borough of Southwark, in the order in 
which their names might (land in a lilt formed 
in the manner preferibed, till the whole trai- 
lers intended had been completely made : and 
it would be neceflary that certain Perfons, being 
partly Members of thelloufe of Commons, and 
partly private individuals, Ihould be appointed 
with authority to acl: in this cafe, as Com* 
miflioners or Trullees for the Public ; thiit the 
funis of money wanted for the feveral pur- 
chafes which have been propofeJ, with the 
growing intcreft of the fame, ihoiiki be vefted 
in them, and that they llioulcl have full power 
to tj eat wdth all Perfons iiUereilcd in any Bo- 
rough or Borough.^ not containing 400 Jiou/cs, 
and alfo with the Corporations oi the Icvcral 
Cities and Towns in England and Scotland, 
whole prefent monopoly of the Right ol Ke- 
prefentation is propofed to be abolifticd by con* 
fent, to agree w'ith tJiem, or the majority of 
them, upon terms for the purchafe ot the fur- 
render of their privilege of Reprefentation, and 
finally to complete the faid purcirife : the com* 
f>letion of which purchafe the Coinmillloncrs 
aforefaid fliould be required w ithin a certain 
iliort time to be limited by Parliament, to no- 
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tify to the Houfe of Commons ; under wliofe 
dire<Sion the Speaker of the Houfe fhould be 
required to give notice of the fame in the Ga- 
zette, and alfo to name the County, City or 
Town, to which the then purchafed fliare of 
Ueprefentation was to be transferred, to 
which notice and nomination the returning 
officer of the County, City, or Town fo intitlcd 
to a fliarc of the Reprefentation which had been 
purchafed, fliould be bound to pay due attention, 
and to proceed to Election in fuch manner as 
the Law might in this cafe direct. By thefe 
provihons, this enlarged Plan of improvements 
would be carried into immediate eflcct, refped- 
ing thofc great Unreprefented Towns and 
Diftricts of the Metropolis, whofe total priva- 
tion of the fundamental right cf Reprefentation 
miiftbc confidcred as the moll oppreffive griev- 
ance ; and alfo rcfpccling thofe lix Counties oi 
Scotland which arc luhject to alternate Rc- 
prcTentation, and tliofe great Cities and Towns 
of Scotland, whofe lharc of Reprefentation re- 
fpecli\'cly is but an unit or the fraclion of an 
unit, not enjoyed by the inhabitants at large, 
but monopolized by a few Corporators, wiio 
bear an almofl imperceptible proportion to the 
reft* By the fame means alfo, the Plan would 
be carried into fpeedy, if not immediate clfccl, 
rcfpccling the abolition of the firfl five ob- 
noxious Boroughs, whofe Right of Reprefen- 
tation 
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tation W6uld be transferred to five unreprc- 
fented Places, and.alfo, refpefting the abolition 
of five other obnoxious Boroughs, whofe Right 
of Reprefcntation would be transferred to 
feveral of the Counties of England. And 
when the Plan had been thus far carried 
into execution, by the faid addition of Mem» 
bers* to the above-mentioned Counties, Ci- 
ties, and Towns of Scotland, and by the 
transfer of the Right of Reprefcntation from 
ten obnoxious Boroughs, to the diftrift 
of Marybone, the four great Unrcprcfcntcd 
Towns ot Birmingham, Manchefter, Sheffield, 
and Leeds, and an adequate number of Eng- 
Hfli Counties, the complete and Ipeedy accom- 
pUfiimcnt of the whole Plan, would be indif« 
putably fccurcd. 


STATE OF MONEY 
Wanted for the PURCHASES propofed. 


For purchaiing the furrendcr of Ihcir Right of 1 
Rer*’<^fe”tation from 40 Boroughs of Engtnnd, ( 
and the furrefider of their injurious monopoly of ; 
that Right from,^ten Corporate Bodici of Eng- ? 
land, it was propofed by Mr.Pilt to fet apart the ; 
fum of—— J 

'f ' 

For purchafiftg the fmrendcr of that injurious "J 
monopoly from four more Corporate Bodies of C 
England, it might be proper now ta fet apart the C 
additional fum of— ' ‘ J 

VoL. II. Q^q 


I>0OO,009 


9o,090 

Fat 
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For purchafing the furrcnder of that inju- 
rious monopoly from the Corporations of Edin- f 
burgh» Gtafgow, Aberdeen, Dundee, |ind the k 
other l^arliamcntary Burghs of Scotland — j 


For fecuring the fpeedy execution of the Plan 
10 the manner propofed 

So upon this Statement, the whole Cum wanted 
would be no more than 


ico,oco 


z, 300,000 


Bat if five more Englllh Boroughs (lionld be 
ahoHfhcd in the fame way, viz, by purchafe, to 
prevent an increafe in the number of the Houfc of 
Commons, the whole fum wanted in that cafe for > 
the fulled execution of this great fydematical in^* 
provement of our National Reprefentation, in all 
its parts Would not exceed— 


i,4oo>cco 


,N. B. But this it not to be confidered as the meafure recom- 
mended, becaufe by incrcafing difficulties in the execution, it 
might lender the whole attempt abortive. 


• When this fyftem had been fully carried inta 
execution, a fum not exce^ing i oo,oool. would 
be fufficient to be fet apart gradually to weed 
out the remaining fmall and obnoxious Bo- 
roughs, by obtaining a voluntary furrendcr 
of their injurious Franchifes, in the mode which 
has been before dated j in order that their Ihfarc 
erf the Reprefentation might be transferred from 
Boroughs which were depopulated to fucli 
great Unreprefented Towns, as might have 
avifen in the kingdom. * 

;By thele fafe and peaceful means, the Repre- 
fentation of the People, having received this 
great fyftcmatical improvement, would ap- 
proach as neatly to theoretical perfeftion, as 

the 
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the actual circumftances feem to allows and thus 
might be prevented the relapfe of the Confti- 
tution into that degraded ftate in which it now 
is ; and from which the affailant of the po- 
pular part of it almoft appears to derive fonie 
plaulible pretext for his infulting denial/ that 
the Houfe of Commons ever w^, or ought to 
be coniidcred as a Reprefentation of the Com- 
mons ; And confifteutly with this dod^rine, the 
confequence which unavoidably flows from the 
lofs or dimirilition of our Re[.relentative Rights, 
viz. a Senate NOT SPEAKING '^I'lIE WILL 
OF THE PEOPLE, or in other words, a Go- 
vernment NOT BY CONSENT, is commended 
by this Deferter from the Caufc of Liberty, as 
a fit Government for the Britifh Nation 5 and 
the wealth to which the Nation has attained is 
abfurdiy imputed to the abufes and ufurpaiions 
complained of, inftead of being afcribed, as it 
ought to have been, to that degree of rational 
Liberty, which islUll enjoyed under our impair- 
ed Conllitutio^i, and to the induftry and patience 
of a well-deferving People, whom thole abufes 
and ufurpations have hitherto, neither difeou- 
raged, nor provoked beyond the bounds of mo- 
deration. Never did the cars of our Ancellors 
tingle at hearing dodrines maintained more 
direftly deftru^ive of their moil valuable 

♦ See the 3d Edition of Mr. Young’s pamphlet, “ The Example 
> of France a Warning to BrlUni.” 

Q^q a Rights 
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Rights. That fuch doftrines have hetti avowed 
in the face of the Public, were alone an alarm- 
ing indication of the temper and difpofition of 
the times. But when publications containing 
pofitions thus hoftile to the Conftitution, have 
been approved by numerous Affociations, and 
circulated under the recommendation of the 
firft legal Officers of the Crown, the time is 
furcly come, when the Friends of the Confti- 
tution in all its partsy fhould add to their mo- 
deration aftivity and zeal to defend it, and 
Ihould unite by every warrantable mean at 
once to fupport our limited Monarchy againft 
its Republican Foes, and to maintain and fe- 
cure that fundamental Right of Elcftion, which 
is the Corner-Stone of our Political Edifice. 

'ITie effeft of fuch a Reform of the Repre- 
fentation as has been here recommended would 
be powerful indeed ; it cannot however be 
thought fufficiently efficacious if unaccompa- 
nied with other fubfidiary meafures, to reftore 
diir Icgiflature to the purity of itar ancient State. 

The farther meafures which the Popular 
Meetings in 1780 deemed neceffary for the com- 
pletion of this purpofc are, 

. The reduciion of the enormous Influence of 
the Crown : 

The repeal of the Septennial Bill ; 

. AndRegulations for preventing inconvenience 
and delay, tumult and cxpence at Elections. 

Without 
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without thefc fubfidiary meafures, the Mem* 

bers returned to Parliament might be Men 

of refpeflable charafter as private Indivi- 

duals ; they might be chofen by truly re- 
fpccfable communities ; not one depopulated or 
dependent Borough might remain intitled to 
elect Reprefentatives, and yet, Parliament 
might be found utterly unable to perform it3 
Conftitutional Office to controui the Executive 
Power, and protect the rights and property of 
its Conftituents. 

For till Regifters* of Voters have been efta- 
bliflicd, and places of polling in fmall 
in hundreds, or in parities have been appointed, 
the exercife of the Right of Suilrage will con* 
tinue too troublcfomc to the Voter, too cx- 
penfive to the Candidate. In tlic counties, 
therefore, |Ele^ions will fddom be coritcftcd j 
comproinifc will ufually fuperfedc the choice of 
the People ; and thus, under the enormous ex- 
pences permitted by the Law, even ihofc found 
parts of the Reprefentation, though reinforced 

•A BUI for keeping an acenrate RegiOerof Voceri in the Conntirs, 
drawn foroe year* ago by Earl Stanhope, by hi* flrenuou^ exert iofti, 
and tbofe of other virtuous Ei tends of Liberty, w.ib carried through 
the two Houfes of Parliament and pafTed into a Law. Bor to the 
very next Seffion, before ihc cffecl of it could be tried, thia falutary 
on flight pretences, was repealed. It was afterwards propofed to 
form a Rtgiftcr of Voters on the fame principle as that, on wluch a 
lift of jurors at prefent is formed, but wirliout fucceft. 

f The Freeholders of Yorklhirc have not bern polled for nrytr 60 
years. When Sir George Favile canvafTed them in 1780, he foond 
icvcral, who ntver having been c-lled to ciercifc their Lleiflive 
f^ranchife, did not know they had a right to vote for more than one 

uTandid-.tc. , 
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hy additional Members, will remain iif a peat 
meafure difabled to perform their Conftitutional 
Funaions. Till tbefe and other Regulations 
of a fimilar tendency have been eftablilhed^ 
inconvenience and delay, diforder and tumult, 
will alfo continue to interrupt and difgrace the 
Poll. And till Laws wifely fevare have re- 
ilored integrity to our Eleftions, Candidates 
will be tempted to fccure fuccefs by arts un- 
known in the purer ages of the Conftitution, and 
'not to be checked by Statute.*!, the fanciions of 
which are too feeble to deter offcpclers, and un- 
wifely pointed lefs againft theC:andidates,thc rich 
criminals who offer the bribe, than againft the 
poor Votersby whom it may be accepted; butit is 

much tobc feared, that whehfraud andcorruption 

have opened to fuch Candidates the door of Parlia- 
ment, they may enter with them, and there con- 
taminate their whole Political Condua. Other 
Ivlembcrs may have fcorned to ftoop to the arts 

•alluded to; and may have engaged in the Parlia- 
mentary Duty from motives of public fpint ; 
and a laud.iblc ambition to lerve their Country; 
but while the habits of corruption are yet 
unchecked, candour cannot fuppofe fuch men 
to form a majority of the fenatc, nor would 
prudence wifti to expofe their virtue to the 
lung trial of a Septennial Parliament, to the 
varied arts of Rliniltcrs, and their multitudi- 
nous means of fcduclion. 

To reduce this immenfe fund of corruption 

xsTihin narrower bound'!, much was well dom 

in 
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in the fliort Adminiftration of Lord Rocking- 
ham, and the firft years of the prelent Miniftcrs 
official power were honourably marked by mea- 
fures of the fame laudable tendency. But much 
alfo was then left undone ; fince that time new 
taxes have unavoidably increafed the means of 
influence, and in the courfe of a long adrai- 
niftration many frcfli abufes with great proba- 
bility may be fuppofed to have arifen. 

For a virtuous oppofition to the evil principle 
of our Government cannot be lafting, or finally 
fuccefsful when fupported merely by the force 
of popular opinion alone, without a radical 
reform of thofc abufes which refpeefc the frame 
of Parliament itfelf. In the prefen t State of our 
Government, the moft upright Minillcr at his 
entrance into office, will have the mortification 
to find he cannot govern on the principles of 
his own integrity ; he mull fwerve from them 
or relign his power 5 but power will be retained; 
the bell official regulations will therefore be 
evaded ; new means of influence will be (ffi- 
tained and employed ; the completion ot ins 
Adminiftration will be gradually afl'cclcd by the 
prevailing colour of the fyftein with wJiich he 
is conneted ; and at laft, his condut and cha- 
rater will be thoroughly tinged with a fallow 
and diftempered hue, the fymptom of that 
putridity which has fo often rendered his pre- 
deceflbrs the objets of difguft. But when that 
radical Reform has been acconiplifhcd, cccono- 
jnical regulations will be found to co-operate 
with pov/crful effc^. Official Rcfc;rir)s will 

then 
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then tend ftill more to purify our Elections, 
and to preferve a fairly elected Senate from the 
baneful influence of corruption. 

A Ihorter duration of Parliament alfo will then 
have the happieft confequences ; the Repeal of 
the Septennial Bill, will then with the greateft 
advantage to the Public complete the fyftcm of 
Political Renovation, and fccure to the People 
the juft and rational exercife of their Parlia- 
mentary Controul. At prefent they look back 
with epvy and regret to thofe Primitive ages 
of the Conftitution, when nominal and frau- 
dulent votes were unknown, when their fore- 
fathers were unpolluted by the bafe arts of 
modern Ele^ions; when the fountain of Icgifla- 
tion was pure from the taint of corruption, and 
parliaments, were venerated and beloved, as 
the firm and incorruptible Guardians of the 
People. By reverting to the genuine prin- 
ciples of the Conftitution, and maldng this 
temperate application of them to the exigencies 
of thefe times, the feeds of difeontent, and dif- 
afleflion may be ftifled, the growth of a Re- 
publican party may be ftopt, and if not delayed 
too long, the Melioration of the Conftitution, 
In this moderate and peaceful way, may happily 
be found to be the confummation of the po- 
pular wifli. 

Agsunft the Plan of Mr. Pitt thus enlarged it 
may be forefeen that various objections will bo 
' urged; fome of which will undoubtedly dc- 
ferve ferious confideration. But fliould the- 
pcnfioncd Advocate of the prefent fyftem of 

* abulcs 
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abufes contend, that the difcontcnts of the 
People arc groundlefs and unrcafonable, that a 
Parliament over which they h?ive little regular 
influence, which has been named chiefly by 
the Crown and the Ariftocracy, is beft calcula- 
ted to obtain the great purpofe of the Cdnflitu- 
tion, viz. the Happinefs of the People ; and 
therefore, that no Reformation is neceflary or 
ought to be conceded ; the Reader’s patience 
ihall not be wearied here by an attempt to re- 
fute palpable abfurditics. c3r fliould thr more 
cautious Foe to Liberty admit that Reforma- 
tion is expedient, yet inlift on the inexpediency 
of the time, the fallacy of ihat poor cvalion, 
that frivolous but cvcrlafting cxcufc, is too 
apparent to require deteftion. Or ihould 
the uncandid Adverfary ftiift his ground, and 
change the direction of his attack from tJic 
plan propofed to the Perlbn who propofed it, 
fliould he charge the Author of thls^apcr 
with the mean dcfign to difparigc Ur. P* and 
his Plan, or the malignant purpofe to irritate 
popular difeontent, and to excite conftr.otiou 
by fuggefting more exteniive propoiitions o( 
Reform, than thofe he formerly recommended; 
little previous remark furely can be neceflary 
to obviate the impreflion of thoie expected illi- 
beralitics.* TJic Plan of Mr. Pitt, if ex^ilncd 


*Thce^•‘rcme^«.juniceofSntirclorr.cT^mc..!rfc^.t.thcwa^^^^^ 

parpt^fcof it ; and the rr.oft p not 

mifehievop*; caln^nia’or. Theronjftlv-rpJp’i'e' t’ 

the 3d edition otMr. a » ‘'’Ci co,. ^ t ^ 



r 612 3 

by theoretical ruks, will certainly be found to 
fall far Ihort of perfection ; it did not even aim 
to remove Ibme of the groffeft abufes which 
difgrace the Britiflh Reprefentation ; but it was 
^ Wife propofal and well adapted to the State 
of Public Opinion in 1785; the guarded mo- 
deration of it evinced his fincerity at that time; 
and if more extenfivc changes had been propo- 
fed, they would have been unauthorized by 
theprevioufly declared with of any conliderablc 
* portion of the community. But lince that 
time, the denial of redrefs, and a long pro- 
ttadlcd difeuffion have produced their ufual 
ipffccls;, upon the fubjccl of Conflitutional 
Rights, the ideas of the Public have been ex- 
panded, and a more extenfive redrefs is fought 
in many parts of England, and throughout 
Scotland, tliaq Mr. Pitt’s original i^lan propofed 


‘ a Warning to Britain) has been held out to the Public, 

ns the H^trait of the Author of this Paper, he is fatisrlcd, bears 
no juft rcfeinblance to bis real character; he hears the molt cri- 
minal inieniions there imputed to him, and his Political piiiici' 
pies in hif<ACCufcr’s judgment, identiiicd witUthofe of the ivildcft 
Incendiary of-prance, vi/. MARAl',and he hears it with unaltered 
Iferenily of mind ; becaufe his confcience tells him it is not trite. 
lie fears not the effect of what has been fo vehemently urged 
againft him in the Pamphlet in queftion, w’hcthcr in the^ftrape of 
incoherent rcafoning, of mutilated quotation, or epithets of viru- 
lent abuftf. Ilis correfponderree, and his other Political P-iper-» 
wmII fooil be laid Ix-foic the Public, and will prefciu a view of his 
eondufl during fevernl years in promoting a- Reformation of Par- 
liament, and hence on i'lircr grounds, than the fierce invcifl ves 
of bis antagonift, the f^neilion may receive a clear decinon, whe- 
ther be not uniformly as became a good Citizen, 4 

friend to the and to the Liberty of his Country. 


to 
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to have given. The difeontent of the People 
under their Conftitutional Grievances, is the 
relult of their enlarged knowledge of their 
Rights, and of the ufurpations of Miniiiers 
and Peers ; much has been well written, much 
has been eloquently fpoken' to demonftrate the 
injuries the Conftitution has futiiered ; the fatal 
confcqucnccs which experience proves to flow 
from that fourcc, and the ncccfiity for fume 
better fccurity for the Liberty of the People^ 
have been infilled on with equal energy by the 
wifi'll Minillcrs and the moil unblcmilhcd Pa- 
triots. — It is needlefs to inquire therefore, whcr 
thcr the difeontent of the People be owing 
more to the Parliamentary Speeches of a Piet 
and a Savilc, or to the Political Writings of ^ 
Burgh and a Price ; to the late Revolution in 
America ; or to the more recent Revolution in 
France. It is evident, that difeontent cxills, 
and that it will be our true wildom to allay' 
that difeontent by timely accommodation. 

The original Plan of Rlr. Pitt was excellently 
contrived to cllccl a temperate Rcff)nn in th(|? 
moll amicable manner, with the conlcnt cveu 
of the Boroughs whole abolition was required ; 
and in it alfo Principles rc-fpccliiig the Right 
of BufTrage were laid down, the cxtcnliou 
of which," from a few' cliftricts to tl'*c kingdom 
at large, might* well content the People, 
even in tliis more advanced ftatc of their 
ideas and expcc^tatiej'r' : prvj\ ided juiucc were 

done 
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done to our Northern Brethren, by extending 
zf equitable relief to Scotland. It is neither 
y;riihed therefore to depreciate Mr. Pittas Plan, 
nor in any material inftance to deviate from it j 
additions to it arc prgpofed with a view more 
effectually to recommend the prudent and con- 
ciliatory principles of that Plan, to fuperfede 
^1 hazardous propolitions of Reform, and to 
induce the generality of the People, to acquiefee 
m a Syfteni thus enlarged; which is neither 
yiplent in its tnode of operation, nor extreme 
in any of its principles, which would obtain the 
ijicceifary disfranchifements by confent, which 
ivould extend the Right of Suffrage to Men 
of. ionic competent perfonal effatc, wliofe ihare 
in the Rcpreicntation would give freih fecu- 
rlty to property; and which would finally re- 
move all the great evils complained of in the 
State of our Reprcfgntation, in England and 
in Scotland. 

JBut any alteration in the proportion ofRepre- 
fentatiyes cftablifliedby the Act of Union between 
England and Scotland, it may be thought would 
be a breach of that Union: and certainly this 
objccliou if well founded, would be an infu- 
perable difficulty. But what expounder of laws 
or of treaties will maintain, that a change be- 
iicilcial to each of the contracting parties, and 
deiired by both w'ould.be ^n infringement of 
ijic coutract? The population of Scotland 
equals at Icail a fourth part of the population 

of 
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of Eflglaitd, their Reprefentation falls below 
the proportion of one to eleven. Scotland, 
therefore, colle<^live!y taken, is inadequately 
reprefented in the Britifii Parliament ; and the 
counties and populous cities in queftion, have 
ftill greater rcafon to complain of their very 
imperfect fliare of Conftitutional Importance* 
.The addition of ten Members to thefe counties 
and cities would be a benefit to them, and to 
Scotland in general, too evident to be infilled 
on. And whenever the People of England and 
their Reprefentatives (hall deem it a benrfit 
to England to reftore equitable Reprefentation 
in that larger part of the Kingdom, they will 
undoubtedly deem it advantageous even to 
themfelves, that abufes fhould not be fuffered 
to remain in Scotland, to nourilh difeontent 


there, and to difgracc the work of Reforma* 
tion here. At the time when the Acl of Union 
was completed, to the lafting advantage of both 
Countries, the inadequacy of the portion of 
Reprefentation allowed to Scotland was left, 
than it now is j the fubfequent increafe of po- 
pulation has rendered the grievance greater, it 
is now much more fenfibly felt, and much mow 
generally complained of, than it v^s at the 
time of the Union. It might be difficult then 
to avoid thofc difgraceful defecls of counties 
alternately unreprefented, and great atics en- 
joying but the fracUon of a vote, for the 
tion of a finglc Members 
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Undertake a great fyftematical improvement of 
her own Reprefentation, her conduft will be 
^neither generous nor prudent, if flie leave foul 
a'tofes in that of Scotland, as nuifances to taint 
the purity of the whole. 

i * The fceming Lover of Democracy, but in 
truth, under that appearance, the red! Friend 
of Ariftocracy with all its ufurpations, may ob*. 

to this enlarged Plan, as he before objected, 
to th^ narrower Plan of Mr. Pitt, that it is too 
favourable to Ariftocratical Power. Even when 
apj^lyed to that narrower Plan, the objection is 
Kdfdly rccoiicileable with fincerity on the one 
hand, or with common fenfe on the other. 
For what Man of common fenfe and experience, 
who is not warped by partiality fronn truth and 
candour, will affert, that the abolition of de- 
pendent boroughs would be no diminution of 
Arifto’cratical Power ; or that the right of 
Eledion thrown open to the fubftantial houfe- 
“holdcrs in towns now fubjeft to the monopoly 
of a corporation, would be no advantage to the 
People ; or that the County Reprefentation is 
not nvorc free than that of the boroughs from 
the undue influence of the Peerage ? The plan 
in queftion, without touching the juft confli- 
tutional Power of the Crown^ and the Peers, 

. wotdd have corrected many of tbofe abufes from 
the new and dangerous influence of both 

the Pamphlet of Mr, A. Dalryinple^ entitled ** Parlia- 
Ucfornit as it is called, improper In llie prefent State of 
this Country/* , ' , 

has 
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has derived its exiftence ; their adherents faw 
it diftindly, they united to oppofe the propoJG-f 
tion, and by their union it was defeated. But 
the objection, applyed to the more extenfive 
plan, would be ftill more manifeftly futile and 
abfurd. For let it be fuppofed that the various 
changes and regulations here propofed had been 
cftabliflied ; and that a Parliament had been 
chofen under the influence of tliofe pij^ciples f 
and then let the Objector compare a Parliamfent 
fo chofen with the Parliaments w^e have fecn,, 
It will be inipollible that he (hould not percciye, 
that inflead of an aflembly dependent on the 
Government, and a few Noble Families, we 
fhould have a fair ]Houfe of Commons, the 
great majority of w'hom had been defied by 
the decent houfdiolders, and perfons of landed 
property in the counties and great towns of the, 
Kingdom, fuch Members would feel their rc- 
Iponflbility to their Conftituents ; and they 
would aft with a due, regard to their fenti- 
ments and intereft in preference to their own 
private emolument; confeious that the truft rc- 
pofed in, them ^ould foon revert to Men, wliofc 
confidence mutt be preferved or their delegation 
loft. And by thefe means operating throughr* 
out our improved fyftem of Rcprcfentation» 
private emolument and local interefts jv0)|ild, 
be overcome by the general intereft the 
Public, which is but the aggregate of the 
perfonal interefts of the majority, in the dif- 
ferent fubdiyiifibkis of the community. ^ 

This 
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. This objedion, therefore, in the fenfc in 
3^^ch it has been combated, appears to be weak 
ridiculous. But in faft it may have been 
Objeftor's meaning only, if his meaning be 
'^ilefted fron? the lingle paffage in queftion, 
^^t Mr. Pitt’s Plan in 1785, would not have 
^^itored the Rights of the People fo fully as 
liiey ought to be reftored, and he may now 
mat in the prefent Rate of the public 
pinion a more extenfive, but equally fafo 
for the reftoration of popular rights 
to be propofed. If thefe can be the 
^^ments of the Objector alluded to, he is 
Ull'e^ with the Author of this Piece, and the 
^provements here connected with Mr. Pitt’s 
plIlPc may poflibly meet his approbation. 

V^tl^ere is yet another lenfe in which his ob- 
jiismon may be underftoqd, or an opinion to 
which it may afford fome countenance, though 
libt intended or perhaps pcrceiyed by the Ob- 
jeftor hijnfelf j ^and it Is too dangerous nOt to 
Inquire fome notice and brief r<^tation : viz. 
that in the evetU of a Reforfi^^on of Parha- 
W, the Public ought tq,;q:i^d eytry fbit 
!; degree bf i^riftocratical to .be beat 

’ a,!^ entirely demdUi^e^. ft To dqfttoy 
Power of MirtlRcrs, and Nobles 


' ia’^^a ^dBU irousfhs. &c. is 

a fife and a pfa^<^^ 
f l^lly .to dcftrdy;gie 
‘ mded eftates,. OS^^ great 
. were an attempt big with dap^ 


and a Confti- 
ure. But 
of great 
dpul^tK;e 
and imnofll- 
ble 
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blc to be effcfled without flagrant injuftice, and 
the ruin of the Conftitution. Opulence ever 
muft confer influence, and even command in a 
certain degree ; all that can be juftly or fafely 
done for the reduclion of ariftocratical influ- 
ence muft l^ill be fuppofed to have left what 
may be called THE NATURAL WEIGHT 
OF PROPERTY. 

In the courfe of the laft Century the arifto- 
cracy haye gained a great accefllon of artificiat 
power, by their various fraudulent encroach* 
incnts and ufurpations in the Boroughs ; while 
in the fame period the Democracy of Great- 
Britain has acquired much additional weight 
of property, and from the great dlHuflon of 
knowledge alfo is juftly intitlcd to an augmen- 
tation of Political Importance. From thefe 
circumftances and from the progrcflivc incrcafc 
of Taxes, and the growing ncccfiitics of the 
State, it is eafy to forclcc that the People will 
not long endure the grofs ufurpations To juftly 
complained of. If all redrefs were perfever- 
ingly refufed by the Great, this were a con- 
duct calculated to provoke Commotion with % 
train of terrible calamities. If nothing fliort 
of pcrfonal Reprefentation would content the 
People, this were to provoke a refufaJ, and to 
lofe the fubftance of Liberty in purfuit of the 
fliadow of tfaeciretical perfection ; and even 
that (hadow would be found to elude tliegrafp : 
Ariftocratical &|>criority would (till remain at- 
tached to fupetiGr opulence ; it could tmly be 
VoL. IL R r deftroyed 
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dcftroycdby means abfolutely inconfiftcnt with 
juftice and the Rights of Property. Society 
yras formed to proteft Men in the enjoyment of 
tlieir pcrfonal Rights ; Society was alfo formed 
to protect Men in the enjoyment of their pro- 
perty. Each of thefe diftincl and important 
^nds of Government ought to be duly attended 
to; for want of that attention, fometimes the 
Kjlght of Property has been unjullly invaded, 
on pretences more or lefs fpecious, for an Agra- 
xHxi Law, and equal diftributiou of property, 
DUt much more frequently have the pcrfonal 
liberties of mankind been deftroyed, from their 
exceflive folicitude for the prefervation of pro- 
perty, and their indifference, or infuflicient 
care for their pcrfonal rights. Simplicity of 
manners, a nearly equal divilion of property, 
the non-exiftence of a great and profligate^ 
Capital, and otljcr favourable circumftances, 
many of which^ appear to be combined in the 
fituation of America, may render it not ex- 
tremely difficult to form a Government per- 
iieAly agreeable to the principles of Liberty, 
apd perfectly friendly to the Rights of 
^property. If this has not been done by 
dte Ameri^ap People, their reaillbiis for flopping 
of fpeculative perfei^bn, it may be 
jpftly primed, were prude|^% fud pra^lR^^Uy 
At leaft it may be |^|^j^^ertcd, that, 
totittempt to form a GoverpiMj||;bp a perfed 
tbedty^ where jdmofl all thS^^l^pg'^cifcutn- 

ftances 



[ 3 

ftances are hoftile to the attempt, were the ex* 
treme of mlfchicvous folly, 'fo force circum- 
ftances to bend to theory, has been the fatal 
refolution of the French People. And before g 
their new Republic can be eftablifhed on afty 
liable foundation, great mull be the calamities 
endured in France, and violent mud be th^ 
change in the diftribution of their property^ 
and the confequent change of National Manners* 
For their fakes, and for the fake of the Gene- 
ralldberty of Mankind, their defperate raflmefti| 
deeply to be lamented ; and furely the interfer- 
ence of neighbouring powers, often (ibly to rc- 
ftorc order and tranquillity among them, inten- 
tionally to rcllore their ancient defpotifm, and 
to difmember France, is not lefts deeply to 
execrated: they have exafperated Men, cruel 
before* to tenfold cruelty ; they are fliarers ift 
the guilt of thofe Men, and a great part of thfe 
crimes and miferies of the French Nation may 
juftly be charged to their hoftile confederacy. • 
Far be it from the Britifh People to follow 
this fatal example ; far be it from theih to Iia^ 
:&ard the miferies of a great Revolution in pur^ 
fuit of that Republican Equality, to which their 
unequally divided property, their licentioiil 
populace, their toxurious capital, thdr widieljr 
extended cnipirc, arc all circumftanccs 
decidedly unstable. The attempt in the 2^ 
Century a Republic in this Coun- 

♦’Vi*. The Treaty of Pilolt*. 

R r 2 try. 
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try, after having been the caufe of much 
bloodflied, and many miferies, was finally 
Unfucccfsful ; and fhould the fimilar enterprize 
in France prove more fuccefsful, their Repub- 
lican Equality will be dearly purchafed indeed. 
On the one hand, therefore, prudence ponder- 
ing the defeat of that enterprize in England, 
and the miferies of the fecond Revolution of 
loanee dilfuadesus from the adoption of Repub- 
lican Principles ; on the other hand, honour, 
l^ublic fpirit, and a fenfe of national injury, 
Hbtbid us to crouch in abjeft acquiefccnce under 
the recent u fur pations of the Great. . The mid- 
dle courfe of temperate Reformation, is that 
■Which benevolence and a juft patriotic zeal wiii 
molt approve, as the means to avoid hazard 
ifdm the growth of Revolutionary Principles, 
and to carry the freedom and happinefs of the 
community to the higheft pitch, which in the 
pfeCent circumftances feems to be attainable, 
lliat they who poffefs the power may alio have 
the wiftlom to rcdrels the grievances complained 
on moderate principles, and in a fcafonable 
tfthe, is greatly to be vrifhed, and furely not al- 
to^jethet to be defpaired. For it muft be appa- 
t6 them, that the difeontrats of the People 
liitve been recently increafed in a great degree, 
and it mhft be felt, that ParHimcht has loft the 
^cient confidence of the muft 

be regained by prdper Refof^^i can be 

nb fafety for Gb^t^nment.- — Wefy State is 
fc ^ ‘ . liable 
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liable to the calamitous viciffitudcs of fofttine } 
and hence are ufually excited popular difconteiit^ 
commotion, and revolution ; but that Govern- 
ment is more peculiarly expofed to danger froin 
ftormy commotions of the People, on any ca- 
lamitous event, which refts the foundation of 
its power, not on the bafts of an equitable Con- 
ftitution, and the unbought aflbcliion of tbd 
People, but on force, or fraud, on the dexte4 
rous application of the means of influence, aii4 
the fkilful management of a venal or facHoiJ^ 
Senate. In a Country fo governed, it is not 
the fleeting popularity of a Miniftcr, nor cvcil 
the perfonal worth of the Monarch himielf, 
which, in times of great National Diftrefs, carl 
give flability to the Throne. The exile of 
Nccker, and the fate of Louis unjuftly bleeding 
on the Scaffold, arc fta aiding Icirons to ftatef- 
inen, that virtues and talents are unable to pro- 
tect either the Minifler or the Monarch, when 
the fenfe of oppreflion is become general 
and intolerable- But if it be neither wile nor 
fafe for the Great, to perfevere in the fupport 
of a fraudulent fyftem of Reprefentation, par- 
ticularly when by their inftigaiion, chiefly the 
Nation has been involved in a moft ruinous atidt 
unnccefiary War; on the other hand, let not 
the People and tji^r active agents imagine that 
in exceeding th« ^unds of moderation, cither 
in their meafur^ .or the means, adopted for 
their fupport, there will be no imprudence, no, 
R r 3 hazard 
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to the caufe of Public Liberty. Let 
theni not forget, that by temperate conduct 
n^uch was gained by preceding affociations, 
ii^uch more probably might have been 
a 4 ^ed to the flock of Public liberty, not 
KP more cxtenfive meafures of Reformation 
f bgd been propofcd to Parliament in 1785, 
if the temperate plan then propofcd had 
more vigoroully fupported by the People, 
great conflitutional weight has been fraudu- 
%|^tly taken from the fcale of the People ; to 
1|^lace that weight, was then the laudable at- 
<t|^pt of Y orkfhire, and other populous dift riels ; 
twit their united ftrength was found unable 
IK> move it. A greater portion of the People 
%^y now be combined to co-operate for the 
purpofe, apd their loft Conflitutional 
v^eigbt may be thus reftored with eafe to the 
popular fcale. But if the weight to be moved 
^ ihould be increafed in proportion to tlie power 
a^pplyed to move it, it is evident, that the ut- 
efforts of the People will again terminate 
ip, 4 ifappoiutment% Or, to drop the metaphor, 
axiL4;^pt;ef$) what is meant more plainly and 
completely j if the Friends of Refbrma- 
fhpuld be perfuaded to demand redrefs 
the principles of uniyerfal fuffrage ; their 
'^m^nd will be rejefted, to that rcje(^on they 
;^uftfubmU, or engage in. a doubtful ftrugglc, 
ip lyhich no fucce& could compenfate the cala- 
mities of the Fublic, But if following fafer 

counfels. 
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counfels, they Ihould unite in defiring a 
derate Reformation, and exprefe their firm 
refolution to acquiefee in that conceffion, fliould 
it be granted to their requeft by Parliament, fo 
juft, ib reafonable a propofal, fupported as it pro- 
bably would be, by the voice of the Nation, 
could not long be refifted. 

The too eager advocates for Democratid 
Power, may confider thefe cautious meaiures 
as the effect of timidity, and a Reformation 
propofed on lefs extenfive principles than theirs^ 
may appear to them little better than the paltry 
expedient of a day. They may reject the fug- 
geftions of moderation with difdain ; and treat 
the propofers of fuch limited fchcnies of Re- 
formation, as ftrangers to political fcicnce, as 
petty Ariftocrats, who wifli to form or increafe 
in the Counties a little Ariftocracy of their own 
clafs and fize; as Men, whofe iccblc powers 
cannot comprehend the extent and grandeur of 
their magnificent fyftems ; and the fuccefs of 
whofe exertions would but retard the intro- 
duaion of that perfea Form of Government 
which their labours direaiy tend to eftablilfi. * 
But refpeaable as thefe perfons may be fdT 
their talents or their integrity, yet their 
fure will not be very difeou raging, on the cOiA- 
trary, it will be confidered by the Frien^, df 
temperate Reformation, as indircaiy attefting 

See the y^Hlical Wriliflss^f Mr. Patid WilKaml and 
Tbonas Ctoopcr, £i<|* 

R r 4 
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their folicitudc to preferve Public Order and 
Tranquillity, as implying a part of that praifc 
tsrhich it is their utmoft wifti to deferve. For 
rcfpefting this earth and all its fublunary bufi- 
nefs, what nobler ambition can there be than 
at once to advance the caufc of rational Liberty, 
and to preferve the Peace and Tranquillity of 
0Ur Country ? 

' There was a time when the right of Perfonal 
Reprefentation was fupported by a Noble Duke,* 
with uncommon force ; when he courageoufly 
i^Opofed to the Legillature to diffol ve the whole 
Fi^ame of our Reprefentation, to re-conftrucl 
it iin that principle, and to give the right to 
tibminate a Houfe of Commons to a fanatical 
tabble, who were at that very moment bclieg- 
ing the doors of Parliament, and filling the 
kingdom with general confternation. And 
when other lefs intrepid Reformers, from an 
s^xious folicitude to effcft a fubilantial Re- 
formation of Parliament, without hazard to 
the Peace of the Country, propofcd to reinforce 
the County-Reprefentation, and after that, to 
jfmrthafe the abolition of the obnoxious Bo- 
: laughs, thefe variations of their plan were then 

f icifed by this great Theorift as temporizing 
etnes, ’^grounded on no ftable principle, and 
as this Man*s •whiniy or as that Mam* 
"might direcl. Such was then the Ian- 

f l>ttke pf Rtehimmd/ 
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guagc of this Noble Reformer, and fuch his 
lofty fuperiority to the low confiderations of 
prudence, and the prefervation of the Public 
Tranquillity. Virtuous Politician! Conliftent 
Defender of the Rights of Mankind ! And yet 
it is poflible, that more mature coufidcratioi| 
may have foftened the rigour of this ftcrn Ad* 
vocate for the indefeasible Right of SufFrages^v^ 
and other times prefenting different views^ 
policy, may have lured Him to Hoop hom 
the fublimity of liis aerial fpeculation to tho 
more convenient fyftem of praflical accoi|^:i' 
modation. 4| 

But though on the prefent occafion, thePro^ 
pofer of this Plan fees little reafon to fear any 
fevcritics of animadverfion from the zeal of 
this great theoretical Reformer, yet othet ' 
Theories will be found more conftant to fup;^ 
port the univerfal fyllemj thefe deviations from 
it will call forth their oppofition, an^ the embar* 
ra{ungque{tions,as they will deem them, will un- 
doubt cdly be aiked,on what principle is this plan 
of Reformationformed and offered to thePubUclf 
And in what mode can it be clearly and fafel^, 
a(cert|ined, who fliall be deemed decent hau% 
holdeip throughout the kingdom ? To the 
of thefe in<juiries, let it be anfwcrcd, the Pla^y 
formed and offered on the principles pf 
Conciliation, aufl a more complete fec^ty;|§ 
the Liberties of the Nation. It is admitted, ft- 
is maintained,That^no Govcrimicnt can beper^ 
fedly agreeable tp the rules of theory, under 

which 
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again be aftcd in Europe ; the example Of 
Britain, preferring peaceful melioration to the 
violence of rapid Revolution, might teach the 
numerous nations of the Continent, neither 
madly to unloofe the bands of human fodety, 
nor yet, with equal infanity, as the Advocates of 

Slavery would adviie,toperpetuatethetyranny of 
DefpoticGovernmcnts, by reverting to the 
iMolerance of the inquifition,and theextrcmitics 
wt^eudal Oppreffion } but rather to endeavour 
to’ advance from one degree of moral and poli- 
tital improvement to a yet higher degree ; til! 
li^timately, the eftablifhment of perfccl liberty 
IVQUld be found Compatible with peace and 
order, confident with the fccure enjoyment of 
property, and productive of the trued happi- 
ilels, the highed moral dignity of mankind. 
Bht in the prefent fituation of the Country, ir 
is^'peifeclly judifiable to wave infiding on a 
perfonal Repirefentation, and to endeavour to 
unite the great Body of the People, in a vi- 
TOrpus puffuit of moderate meafures of Re- 
which arc attainable without hazarding 
fey ^^^breiach of public tranquillity, either the 
ayetthtow of our limited Monarcli;f, of the loft 
qj^hofe .Popular Rights which remain unim« 
l^jfed 5 and happy would it be, if thus the 
feTitipn}, could be induced, inftCad of forcing 
ti^|ah&vourabie circumdances of our coiidi- 
to yield rigou^: dlf ‘ fpeculation, 

the fa# 4 plEr, \ the ^ better courfe#, 
4thc improvements pfopofed to tho 

cxiding 



csillinff ftatc of the country, and to effpa! 
ihcfc dianges by confent, and through the 
intervention of Parliament itfclf. „ „ , 

With refpect to the queftion, who Uvall be 
deemed, in the eye of the law, decent 
Jioldcrs, and fit to be entrufted with the Right 
of Suffrage, it is admitted, that the ^nfw^ 
it is not unattended with dilhcUlties, but 

which various folutions have occurred. It 

be allowed, perhaps, that liouleho^der ^bo 
not only lupports his own family, but tontrirj 
ClHo tli fupport of othm who 
dillrdrcJ. mighf be conadered ” * V 
febtontial Uoufeholder. V or 

this mivht be a gtiod criterion to alceitain 
the right to vote i but as contributions to thp 
poor a?e not legally elUbUnved 
mvment of fuch contributions would be m »%, 

fiifficient rule! It has been thougl^, that a per- 
tuthcicnt ru window -tax might be pro- 

perly dee?Tied a decent honfeluilder, 

Ltklcd to vote, and this i^ode 
that ri-ht is preferable to tlje^ mode fijtt « 
tionedTbccaufe it would equally apply Q . ^ 
of But in tU ^ 

Slders properly qoulified to vote, ■"'8^'^ 

.imeebeLeludedfromtbutrishtber»uCf. ^.^J 

fmdlnefs, not jf then 

tion, fliey o^tp this diflicut,, 

tax upon windows*- t < nmnertv td tb 

teufeUolders poffeEng petfonal.propejtyJJ^ 
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amount of lool. might be allowed to vote* 
That property in any part of the kingdom is 
Sufficient to purchafe a freehold qualification to 
vote : Houfeholdcrs of that defcription are in 
^vcry view equal to the loweft clafs of free- 
holders, and from the more perifhable nature 
6 f their perfonal property, it may be juftly con- 
ethded, they would ever be found at Icaft asmuch 
attached to the prefervation of peace and order, 
as perfons who pofl’effing landed eftates are 
Ifefs expofed to injury and ruin from any popu-’ 
Jar commotion ; and their perfonal qualllicatioii 
might be afeertained, on the eftabliihinent of a 
Regifter, in the very fame mode, and with as 
itmch certainty and clearnefs as the qualifica- 
Jibhs of the Proprietors of freehold eftates. 
But fliould none of thofe modes be thought fa- 
tisfaftory ; the difficulty will be readily fur- 
ihouhtcd, when Parliament has once deter- 
mined, that decent houfcholders o\ight to be 
a^l|la>tted to vote. It is fuffident for a private 
lij^^idual to fuggeft the principle ; the mode 
If^pplying it, and carrying it into pradice, is 
aS it ought to be left, with deference to 
'^11 of fuperior authority, more experience, 
greater legal knowledge, 
fine, it may be objeded by feme, among 
prudent Lovers of Liberty^ whofe appro- 
is rnoft to covetecj, tSat it is a hopc- 
fttempt, to p^mote a thoderatc Reforma- 
of Paxliamcnt,! in thefe violent times; 

when 
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when on the one hand popular affociations, 
thek rafli zeal for Liberty, have applauded 
publications * in which the Britilh People are re,- 
prefented to have no Conftitution, no political 
right, but the unavailing right to petition; and 
tl^ plunder of the rich is held out, as tltc 
incentive to the poor, to effeft a Revolution ux 
Briuin, on the principles of Repl^lican Eqtial*: 
ity: thus, under the pretext of promoting 
Perfonal Liberty, contributing to the ruin of 
property, the prefcrvalion of which was one 
principal end, for which Society was foriucd i 
And when on the other hand, All'ociations 
zealous for the Conftitution, as they aflert, with 
equal ralhnefs have applauded that Author,f> 
who after having endeavoured to dettroy the 
Reprefentative Rights of the People, and tff 
confirm the abufes and ufurpations of which 
they complain, has laboured to deprive them 
even of the hope of future redrefs, and to rob 
them of their laft andmoft ancienti ight,lolemnly 
recognizedat the Revolution of 1 688 ; theirng^- 
to meet, in their coilecrtvc capacity, to conh4«. 
the grievances endured, and to petition for tlicit< 
removal : thus, under the pretext of defenot^ 
property, contributing to the ruin or our P«r*r5; 
fonal Rights, the prefervation of which 
the other great znd principal end for which 
eiety was eftablilhed. '1 o Men, it we^^ 

• Mr. Paine's. 1 

inde<^. 
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indeed, a fruitlefs ta£k to preach moderation, 
and a juft regard to the .Conftitution." But be- 
caufe there exifts manifeft danger from the vio- 
lence of thefe oppofite Affociations, that is not 
a reafon for indifference and inactivity, it is a 
rcafon why a vigorous effort Iholild be made 
to preferve the Conftitution from thefe hoftile 
extremes, "fhey who wilh to enjoy Peace, 
Property, and their undoubted Liberties, on 
the genuine principles of our Conftitution, are 
ftill the moft confiderablcpart of the nation ; mif- 
led they may have been by rumours, furmifes, 
and the various fallacies of artful Men ; cor- 
rupted they never can be ; they never can be 
indifferent to the welfare.of their Country. To 
their judgement therefore thefe propofitions arc 
committed, and fuccefs is alone wifhed and ex- 
pected froiTi their approbation, from their union 
and zeal to fupport a good, a prudent, and a 
iftridly limited end, by thole regular and peace- 
ful means which under our Conftitution, im- 
j^red as it is, we have yet a right to employ. 

|n ftill adhering tu thefe fentiments and to 
this middle courle of aClion, uribiaffed by the 
altered interefts or opinions of Statefmcuj 
^anged by the heated temper of the times, 
>inr^l2^3ced by the ufual indolence of his age, and 
Utidaunted by the Handers and invcCfives which 
liiay yet await him, the Author of Uus Paper feels 
the fetisfaefion of an approving mind. Whether 
^midft the Conflict of contending parties, and 
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the jarring of irritated paffions, the voice of an 
individual, recommending moderation and . a 
conciliatory fpirit, mutually to concede and 
accept a tetnperate Reform of Parliament, may 
be fufficiently heard ■'nd attended to, he knows 
not. His fentiments, unwelcome as they may 
be to many, it is his duty not to conceal ; they 
proceed from a fincere but anxiftus heart ; 
are offered to the Public withojSt a fear:or a 
wifli for himfelf; but for the welfare of 
Country, for the general happiriefs of Manfcin^ 
his earneft prayer, to the bupremc Ruler o* 
events will be, that He may difpolc our heat^ 
to adopt thofe cfouhfels, whatever they may 
which tend moft directly to promote the caufe 
of virtuous Liberty, and to preferve the pehce 
of the Community. 


§ s 
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APPENDIX the SECOND. 


Account of ibe Debate in the Hou£e of Commons^ 
m the yth of on the Motion of the 

Honourable William Pitt for a Reform of 
Parliament* 

A n immenle concourre of People affembled 
early in the lobby, and avenues leading 
to the Houfe ; the gaUcry was full before twelve 
clock, and yet the bufine^, which attracted 
the attention of the Public, did not begin till a 
quarter after four. Before Mr. Pitt rofe, feve- 
ral Petitions were preiented to the Houfe from 
various deferiptions of Perfons, praying for a 
Reformation in the Reprefentation of the Peo- 
ple in Parliament ; one was prefented by Mr. 
Mariham, from the Freeholders of the County of 
Kent; another front Freeholders whofe Free- 
holds lie in the City of London; a third was 
presented by Mr, Byngjfrom the Houfeholders 
of the Tower Hamlets ; and a fourth by Mr. 
Fox, from the Eledlors of Weftminfter. After 
^Jl thefe Petitions had been received and read, 
arid all the other J^etitions on the lame fubje< 51 :, 
which had been prefented during the preceding 

month. 
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month, had been brought into the Houfcby the 
Clerk, and laid on the floor near the tabk, 

Mr. W. Pitt rofc to open the bufmci‘s~He 
declared that in his life he had never felt more 
embarraffment, or more anxiety, than he felt 
at that moment, when, for his Country’s good, 
he found himfelf obliged to difeover, and lay 
before the Houfe, the imperfections of that 
ilitution to which every Englifliman ought to 
look up with ifcverential aw^ ; a Conftitution 
which, while it continued, fuch as it Was framed 
by our Anceftors, was truly called the produc* 
tion of the moft confummate wifdom ; railed 
by that Conftitution to greatnefs and to glory, 
England had been at once the envy and the 
pride of the world. Europe was taught by ex- 
perience, that Liberty was the foundation of 
true greatneft ; and that while England re- 
mained under a Government perfcdly free, fhe 
never failed to perform exploits that dazzled 
the neighbouring nations: But a melancholy 
feries of events, which had ecKpfed the glory of 
Britain, exhibited a reverfe of fortune, which 
could- be accounted for only upon this princi- 
ple, that, daring the laff fifteen years, there 
had been a deviation from the principles of that 
happy Conftitution, under which the People bf 
England had fo long flourilhed. Ip was not 
for himfelf, he faid, with unhallowed hands to 
touch the venerable Pile of the Conftitution, and 
deface the Fabric; to fee it ftand in need of 
S s 2 repair, 
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repaif, was fulfidently melancholy; but the 
more he revered it, the more he wiflied to fe- 
cure its duration to the lateft pofterity, the 
greater he felt the necellity of guarding againft 
its decay. Innovations were at all times dan- 
gerous, and fhouid never be attempted but 
when neceffity called for them. Upon this prin- 
ciple he had given up the idea which he fug- 
,gcfted to the Houfe laft year ; and therefore his 
objed at prefent was not to innovate, but rather 
to renew and invigorate the fpirit of the Con- 
fiitution, without deviating materially from its 
prefent form. When he fubmitted this fub- 
jed: to the confideration of the Houfe laft year, 
he was told that fubjcA ought not to be difeuffed 
amidft the din of arms ; the objection was not 
then without its force ; but at prefent it could 
not be renewed, as wc were happily once more 
in the enjoyments of the bleflings of peace. — 
This therefore was a proper time to enter upon 
the bufinefs of a Reformation, which every 
man, who gave himfelf a moment’s time to 
think, muft be fatisfied^ was abfolutely neceffary. 
An Englifhman, who fliould compare the flou- 
rifhing ftate of his Country fome 20 years ago, 
with the ftate of humiliation in which he now 
beholds her, muft be convinced, that the ruin, 
which he now deplores, having been brought on 
by flow degrees, and almoft imperceptibly, pro- 
ceeded from fomething radically wrong in the 
Conftitution : Of the cxiftence of a radical* er- 

ror. 
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ror, no one feemed to doubt ; nay almoft all 
were fo clearly fatisfied of it^ that various re- 
medies had been devifed by thofe who wiflied 
moil heartily to remove it. The Houfe itfelf 
had difcovered that a fecret influence of the 
Crown was Tapping the very foundation of 
Liberty by corruption : The influence of the 
Crown had been felt within thofe walls, and 
had often been found llrong enough to ftifie 
the fenfe of duty, and to over-rule the propo- 
Ihions made to fatisfy the wiihes and dclires of 
the People. The Houfe of Commons (in former 
Parliaments) had been bafe enough to feed the 
influence that enflaved its Members ; and thus 
w'as at one time the parent and the oSipring of 
corruption. This influence, however, had rifen 
to fuch a height, that men were aflianied any 
longer to deny its exiftence, and the Houfe 
had at length been driven to the neceffity of 
voting, that it ought to be diiiiimflicd. Va« 
rious were the expedients that had been thought 
of, in order to effeft fo falutary a purpofe, as was 
that of guarding againft this influence ; of (hut- 
ting againfl it the doors of that Houfe, where 
if it once got footing after the refolution al^ 
luded to, Liberty could no longer find an Afy- 
lum : The Houfe of Commons which, according 
to the true fpirit of the Conftitution, fliould 
be the Guardian of the People's Freedom : The 
confHtutional check and controul over the £xc« 
cutive Power, would, through this influence, 

S s 3 degenerate 
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degenerate into a mere engine of tyranny and 
opprellion, to deftroy the Conftitution in effect, 
though k fliould in its outward form (tiU re* 
main* Among the various expedients that had 
been devifed to bar the entrance of fuch influ- 
ence into the Houfe, he had heard principally of 
three : One was to extend the Right of Voting 
for Members to ferve in Parliament, which was 
^ow fo confined, to all the inhabitants of the 
Kingdom indiferiminately fo that every man, 
without the diftindion of Freeholder, or Frefe- 
man of a Corporation, fliould have the fran- 
chiie of a Vote for a perfon to reprefent him 
in Paiiiament ; and this mode he luiderftood 
was thought by thofe who patronifed it, as the 
only one that was confiftent with true Liberty 
in a free Conftitution, where every one ought 
to bo governed by thofe laws only, to which 
they have aflually given their confent, cither in 
Perlbn Or by their Rcprefentativc. For his 
part, he utterly rejefted and condemned this 
mode, which it was inapoflible for him to adopt, 
without libelling thofe renowned forefathers 
who had framed the Conftitution in the fulnefs 
of their wifdom, and faftiioned it for the Go- 
vernment of Freemen, *not Slaves : K this doc- 
trine fliould obtain, nearly one half of the Peo- 
ple muft in feft be Slaves, for it was abfolutely 
impoflible, that this idea of giving to every 
Man a Right of Voting, however, finely it 
might appear in themry, could ever be reduced 
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to prance ; but though it were even pra&ica* 
ble, ftUl one half of the Nation would be Slaves t 
for all thofc who Vote for the unfucceisiul 
Candidates, cannot, in the ftri£lnc& of this doo- 
trine, be laid to be reprefented in Parliament ; 
and therefore they are governed by laws to 
winch they give not their adent, dther in Per- 
fon or by Rcprefentatives ; confequently, ao* 
cording to the ideas of the Friends to this ex- 
pedient, all thofc who Vote for unfuccefeftU 
Candidates, touft be Slavira : Nay it was lUH 
harder with thofe Members of ParUament who 
are made Slaves alfo, when they are governed 
by laws to which they not only have not given 
their confent, but againft which they have ac- 
tually voted. For his part, his idea of Repm- 
lentation was this, that the Members once 
chofen and relumed to Parliament, were in 
eSb£t the Rq»islentatives of the People at 
large, as well of thofe who did not V ote at all, 
or who, having voted, gave their Votes againft: 
them, as of thc^e by whofe fuf&ages they were 
anally feated in the Houfe. This being there- 
fore his principle, he could not confent to an 
innovation founded on doctrines fubverfive of 
Liberty, which in reality, went fo far as to fay, 
that this Houl'e of Commons never had been a 
true and Conftitutional Rq>rcfcntation of the 
People— -fpr no Houfe of Commons had yet 
been elefted by all the Men in the Kingdom- 
The country had hmg prt^ered, and had even 
S s 4 attained 
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attained the very fummit of Glory, though this 
doftrine had never been embraced ; and he 
hoped that no one would ever attempt to in- 
troduce it in the Laws of England, or treat it in 
any other light than as a mere fpeculative Pro- 
pofition, that may be good in theory, but which 
it would be abfurd and chimerical to endeavour 
to reduce to pracfHce. The fecond expedient 
he had heard of was to aboliih the franchife 
which feveral Boroughs now enjoy of returning 
Members to ferve in Parliament. Thefe places 
were known by the favourite, popular appeUa- 
tion of rotten Boroughs ; he *confeffed that 
there was fomething very plaufible ift this idea ; 
butftill he was not ready to adopt It : He held 
thefe Boroughs in the light of deformities, 
which, in feme degree, disfigured the fabric of 
the Cbnftitution, but which he ffeared could not 
be removed without* endangering the whole 
Pile. It was true, that the Reprefentation of 
the People could not be pi^feif, nay it could 
not be good, unlefi the interefts of the Repre- 
fentatives and the reprefented, were the fame ; 
the moment they became different, from that 
moment the Liberty of the People was in 
danger j becaufe thofe who ought to be the 
guardians of it, might find their accounts in 
Circumferibing it within narrower limits than 
it ought to be ; or in carrying through mca- 
fures which might in the end, effectually deftroy 
it : It muff be admitted, from a variety of cir- 

cuniftances. 
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cumftances, which it was unneceffary for hini 
at prel'cnt to explain, that though the Members 
returned by Boroughs might be, for the prefent, 
the brightcit patterns of Pafriotifm and Li- 
berty;' ftill there was no doubt'but that Bo- 
rough Members, confidered in the abftraft, 
are more liable to the operation of that influ- 
ence, which every good man wilhcd to fee de- 
ftroyed in that Houfe, than chofe Members who 
are returned by the Counties ; and therefore, 
though he was afraid to cut up the roots of this 
iitflucnce, by disfranchiflng the Boroughs, bei 
caufc he was afraid of doing more harm than 
good, by ufinga remedy that might be thought 
worfe than the difeafe, fti’l he thought it his 
duty to counteract, if poffiblc, that influence, 
the inftruments of which lie was afraid to re- 
move ; the Boroughs ought to be confidef^fc 
not only as places of franchife, but aHb ^|p 
places where the franchi^ was in fomc mcafiiVe 
connected with property;. ^by burgage tenure | 
and therefore, as he was Unwilling to diffolve 
the Boroughs, he would endea^ur to defeat 
the effect of undue influence in them, by intro- 
ducing and eftabiifhin'g a counterbalance that 
fliould keep it down, and prevent it from min- 
ing the Country ; this brought him naturally 
to the third expedient, that he had often heard 
mentioned, which was to add a certain num- 
ber of Members to the Houfe, who ftould be 
Returned by the Counties and the Metropolis 5 
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U was unnccdTary for him to fayj. that the 
County Members in general, were almoft necef. 
iarily taken from that dais and defeription of 
Gentlemen, the Icaft liable to the fedu^ion of 
corrupt inJBlucnce ; the moft deeply interefted 
in the Liberty and Prolperity of the Country, 
and confequently the moft likely to purfue fuch 
meafures as appear to them the moft falutary to 
their Country— in the hands of fuch Men, the 
Liberty of their GoUftituents would be fafe, 
betaufe the interefts of fuch Reprefentatives 
and the Reprefented, muft neceflarily be the 
fuile ; this expedient appeared to him the mod 
fit to be adopted, becaufe it was the leaft 
ot^ediionable 5 it had the merit of promifing an 
Cfiedual counterbalance to the weight of the 
Bproughs, without being an innovation in the 
imtn of the Conflitution. He would not then 

t - what number of Members ought to be added 
khe Counties, he would leave that to be in- 
finned in a Bill, which, if the Rcfolutions he 
meant to propofe, Ibould pafs, he, intended to 
move for leave to bring in. However, he 
would fay, that in his opinion, the number 
ought not to be under one hundred. It was 
true that he tlK)ught the Houfe would then be 
more numerous than he could Wifli f but ftill 
it were better it fbould be fo, than that the Li- 
berties of the Country ftiould be expofed to de- 
Rrudtion from the baleful influ^tlte of the 
Crown in the Boroughs. He was not, however, 

without 
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without an expedient,* by degrees to reduce 
the number of Members, even’ after the addt- 
tion, down to nearly the prefent number ; his 
expedient was this, that whenever it Ihould be 
proved before the Tribunal which happily was 
now eftabliflied by law, to try the merits of 
contefted Election, that the majority of any 
Borough, had been bribed and corrupted, the 
Borough fhould then lofc the privilege of fendi* 
ing Members to Parliament; the corrupt ma- 
jority ihould be disfranchifed, and the honeft 
minority be permitted to Vote at Elections of 
Knights of the Shire ; By this expedient he was 
fure thq Boroughs would be preferved free 
from corruption, or elfe they muft be abolifb^ 
gradually, aiid the number of Members of that 
Houfe reduced to its prefent ilandard. ^ Tim 
disfrandxifing of Boroughs would be the work 
of time; theneceffity of disfranchiling any one, 
whenever that neceffity ihould appear, would 
fanftify the /meafure ; it would appear to be, 
what in it would then be, an A€t of Juf- 
tice, not of Whim, Party, or Caprice j as it 
would be founded not on furmife, but on the 
aAual proof of guilt. Mr. Pitt then ilated to 
the Houfe, tliat he had drawn up three rcfolu- 
tions for their confideration, which he begged 
leave to read. The lirft was, that the moll ef- 
fectual xneafures ought to be adopted for pre^ 
venting bribery and cxpcnccs at Elections z 
The fecondj that if any Borough ihall be cout 

vifted 
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viewed of Bribery and Corruption, it ihall be 
disfranchifed ; but that fuch of the Ele<aors as 
were not found guilty, lhall be admitted to 
Vote at Eledlions of Members for the County 
in which the Borough was : The third, that an 
addition ought to be made to the Members of 
Counties in order to ftrengthen that communi- 
cation of interefts, which ihould ever fublift 
between the People and their Reprefentatives. 

Mr* Pitt then obferved to the Houfe, that he 
had little dread about the fate of the two 
firft Refolutions, as he could not lee any poffi- 
ble objeflion which could lie againft them.— 
He wilhed he could be as decided in his opi- 
nion, with refpccl to the third ; however, he 
had no doubt, if prejudice and paffion were 
laid afidp, but that the found judgment of the 
Houfe would point out to them the propriety 
of agreeing to this Refolution, as well as the 
two former : it was worded with caution,, and 
guarded againft every objection which could 
be forefeen ; and if the Hopfe fliould concur 
in i:his Refolution, the proportion in which the 
addition of Members Ihould ^bc made to each 
County, might be fettled in the Bill, for which, 
in that cafe, he fliould move for leave to. bring 
In. 

He then concluded with moving the firft Re- 
felution. 

Mr. Duncombe feconded the Motion, which 
jbie faid' had his hearty approbation. He was 

thoroughly 
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thoroughly convinced that the Reprefeutatiot| 
of the People was extremely • deiectivq^ and 
ought to be amended; this was his opinion, 
and he would add, it was the general opinion 
of his Conftituents ; on this circuniftance he 
laid the greateft ftrefs, as he thought, on the 
true principles of our Conftitution, every Rer 
prefentative was bound to pay the utmoft de- 
ference to the wilhes of his Conftituents, when 
clearly underftood, more efpecially on a fubjeft 
like this, in which their intcreft was fo deeply 
and immediately concerned. 

Mr. Powis faid, he did not rife to fet in com- 
petition his poor charadcr with the tranfeendant 
abilities of the Right Honourable Gentleman 
who fpoke laft but one, that certainly would 
be the highefl: prefumption in him ; but as, * 
from fome circumftances, it fo fell out laft 
year, that he was the firft perfon who fpoke in 
Oppofition to the Right Honourable Gentle- 
man’s Motion, fo he thought himfclf particu- 
larly called on to deliver his fentiments on the 
prefent occafion. . The reafon of his Oppofition 
laft year was principally, that he imagined tJiat 
in the midft of the din of arms, that it was not 
a fit feafon to deKbgMjte on a bufinefs of fucK 
magnitude, as the 

fti^ution ; befides, tna^ did not appear to him 
any fatisfadory caufe of remedying evils which 
had little ot no foundation, if he could judge 
from the Conftitution performing its fundioni 

equally 
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equally as well as if no fttcfc evils had e&ified. 
He oonfcffed many of his objeSidiis of laft 
year were removed by the manner in which 
the Right Honourable Gentleman brought for- 
ward his Propofitions this year ; yet, Uotwith- 
ftanding, he was not ready to give his alTent to 
a lUeafure, which feemed not only ufelefs but 
dangerous. He was no Mend to experiments 
or idle fpeculations, where no great good could 
arife, but where much mifehief might be the 
COnfequence. There was another fttong argu- 
ment for his not agreeing to the Propofitions, 
that he was ignorant whether the People would 
reft fatisfied With what was done, ihould the 
Houfe approve of the Reform, which has been 
fo eagerly and fo warmly preffed by the Ho- 
nourable Gentleman. If he ivas to credit fe- 
veral publications on the fiibjefti corning from 
very refpeftable quarters, he^ ftroitld conclude- 
they would not. Therefore it would' be wrong 
to comply with requefts- in the firft inftance, 
when byfo doing yotr only etlcDurage the party 
to make frefti demands. He then read, in 
fupport of his opinion, that the People looked 
for a more extehfive Rtsforth than that pro- 
pofed, a Paffage from*||||||^phlet,' laid to be 
written by a Noble LotjHHl^oila Mr. Powis de- 
clared he underttoodTO ISe’tfic m.aih Ijirifig of 
this bafetefs fabric) which feeihed to corrobo- 
rate what he had afferted. He read likewife 
another Paffage from a Pamphlet written by the 

Conftiiutional 
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Conftitutiqnd Society, all tending to prove tb^ 
truth of what he had advanced. He now 
verted to the different methods which had been 
pra^ifed to procure the Petitions which had 
been fent up to Parliament, and faid, he was 
confident the Houfe would not be aftonifccd zt 
their number, when he told them, that Miffion- 
aries of the firft rank were defpatchcd to va- 
rious parts of the country, not to preach humi- 
liation and felf-dcnial, but to inflame the minds 
of the People, and to induce them to Hate 
grievances which they were confeious were but 
ideal, and could anfwer no other purpofe but 
to occafion anarchy and copfufion throughout 
tlie Nation. Mr. Powis now defired the Clerk 
to read the Petition from Birmingham, but 
being anfwcred there was none ; What ! replied 
he— -None! (this affected furprize created a great 
laugh) What ! None I repeated he again. Arc 
all thefe People Slaves ? Do they not murmijr 
at their bafe condition ? I fhould have imagined 
if there were really a grievance in point of JRIle- 
prefentation ; that fo great a portion of the In- 
habitants of this Country would iiave felt 
and of courfe would have fpokc out on 
occafion. He would afk the Right Honourable 
Gentleman who comfHained of the abufes of the 
Reprefentation of the Commons, if he would 
ftate under what Prince, or in what part of our 
hiftory, we were free from thofe imaginary 
evils ? He knew of no period when the Conlli- 

tution 
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tutlon was more perfeQ:. The Glorious Revo^ 
lutioA had been brought about und^ it,' and 
our Liberties, Lives, and Properties had been 
feciltred^ ;and preferved by it for centuries, it 
was not wonderful, therefore, he Ihould watch 
with a jealous eye the minuteft alteration in it. 
He '/would, tvith the permiffion of the Houfe, 
put a which might elucidate the matter 
beft^ than any thing he had yet faid. Sup- 
pole a man with a crooked leg Ihould be met 
by'* perlbn in the ftreet, who Ihould addrefs 
hina by lamenting the misfortune that had 
happened to him, and exprefs his forrow that 
he would not be able to ufe his leg in future. — 
Bui^ replies the other, you are ' miftaken. Sir, 
I c 4 n ufe it very well, and it anfwefs all the 
purpOfes for which it ‘Wis intended equally as 
well as /if it had beeu evef fo ftreight. Juft lb it 
is with the Conftitution, and for that reafon 
he Ihould object to the Right itonOurable Gen- 
tleman^S Motion ; and would,, therefore, move 
the order of the day. 

'Mr. Thomas Pitt ihid, he was happy to find 
his ‘Honourable Friend bad fo modelled his 
Plan of Rcfornvi as not to' ocAifi'on that alarm 
which his Motion of laft year did. He then 
aimt^ de/no ' lefs than a total' overthrow of the 
Ckitdlitution, add the erefBhg in its ftead ano- 
th^ ottemttte pleafing to his fancy. Sbbner 
th^ he would have afiented to ftich a mealure# 
be would have parted with Ms lifc.ii>^When he 

heard 
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heard his Honourable Friend declare his inten^ 
lion not to meddle with the Boroughs, it 
after ded him great fatisfaclion, becaufe if fuch 
a dangerous attempt was made, he was con- 
vinced there was an end of our Government, 
it would be produftive of anarchy and dif- 
orders of every nature. When he fpoke on 
this fubjecl, he found himfelf in a very aukward 
fituation, becaufe, let his motives be ever fo 
pure, and ever fo virtuous, there would be 
found envious people in the world, who would 
impute them to foine felf-interctt. 'I'o con- 
vince fuch men that his intention was up- 
right, and that he only confulled, in what he 
had advanced, the good of the Nation at Large, 
he would willingly be the firil to oifer hinifelf 
as a lacrifice, and deliver up the Borough he 
Reprefented, to be difpolcd of as Ihould be 
thought proper. He did not do this out of 
oftentation, becaufe he did not wifli it fhould 
affeef the property of others, or that they 
lliould confider it as an example they were 
bound to follow. He only defired to fee fornc 
permanent Government eftahlilhed, that we 
Hiight be no longer the ridicule of all Europe, 
on account of the flu^uating ftate of the Exe- 
cutive Department of this Country. I’he Go- 
vernment one day appears like an abfolute 
Monarchy, doing every thing in defiance of 
the Voice of the People, and another day affairs 
take a different compleclion, and every thing 
VojL. IL T t appears 
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appears wild Republicanifm, forcing the Crown 
into meafures to which it was totally averfe. — 
The greater number of County Members, the 
better, faid Mr. Pitt, it will be for the Coun- 
try; however, a hundred additional Knights 
' of the Shire were too much, and would make 
the Houfe too unweildy ; if there were added 
one to each County in England and Wales, 
he was fure it would be more beneficial to the 
Conftitution than if the numbers were greater. 

Sir George Savile then rofe to fupport the 
Propofitions, and the Houfe teflifyed more 
than common anxiety to hear him, obferving 
his frame enfeebled by his late indifpofition, 
and evidently unable to bear the fatigue of any 
great exertion ; which yet he was eager to 
make on this occafion, and to perform, what 
he was probably confeious, would be his laft 
fervice to his Conftituents and his Country. 

He alledged that the Propofitions were not 
offered as a remedy for merely fpeculative evils ; 
but to corredt abufes which experience had 
proved to be produftive of the greateft misfor- 
tunes to the Public. The War for feven years 
in America had been the offspring of that cor- 
ruption in the State, which the Propofitions 
were intended to remove. That deftructive 
War had been carried on againft our oppreffed 
Fellow Subjedls in that Country, at the ex- 
pence of one hundred millions of Treafure, 
and with the lofs of one hundred thoufand 

Lives ; 
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Lives; it had produced the di&iembertncht 
of out Empire, and brought Great-Britain to 
the brink of ruin. An Honourable Gentleman 
(Mr. Powis) had infilled On the folly of lifien-* 
ing to every idle complaint, and taking the 
prefeription of every Political Quack, , who 
might offer his noftrum, even in cafes where 
no real difeafe exifted. Sir George perfectly 
co-incided in fentiments with that Gentleman- 
It would be folly indeed, to attend to the pre- 
feriptions of every pretender to medical Ikill ;; 
or to liften to complaints ' and apply remedies 
to them, without proper examination, as 
quacks would do. But at the fame time he 
was clear, that no perfon in his fenfes, when 
he perceived evident lymptoms of diforder iri 
another, when hb heard the grOans of difeafe, ' 
would affeft to believe, that the unhappy pa- 
tient did not feel what he grievoully com- 
plained of. It might be faid indeed, that the 
afili<fled perfon demanded what was improper 
for his cure ; as in the cafe of madnefs ; fete it 
fo ; it is then the duty of the real Phyficiani 
to examine the difotder himfelf ; fince the pa- 
tient is incapable of deferibing his ailment, or 
pointing out falutary meafures for his reftora- 
tion ; and the diforder Once afeertained, with- 
out attending to the calls of one, who know^ 
not the virtue of what he calls for, the man of 
fkill is then to hneet it With that medicin0 
which in his opinioU will beft operate for the 
T t 2 fanity 
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fanity required. — ^More he was proceeding to 
offer to the Houfe, but his fpeech which had 
faultered in the courfe of this argument, here 
failed him altogether, he fainted and funk 
down. After fome paufe, and evident marks 
of regret and efteem from all parts of the 
Houfe, the Debate was refumed. 

Mr. Byng could not bring himfelf to think 
with thofe Gentlemen who confidered the pro- 
priety of a more equal Reprefentation a mere 
chimera. If, according to the Honourable 
Gentleman’s ^Mr. Powis) illuftration — a man 
had a crooked leg, and there was any poffibility 
of fafely removing the deformity and rendering 
the limb more ufeful, furely were he in poffeflioii 
of underftanding or common fortitude, he 
would not hefitate to render •himfelf lefs im- 
perfeft. He would not indeed, go to quacks 
to perform the operation on him ; but he 
would do, (what the Petitioners in the prefent 
cafe had done) he would apply to fuch whofe 
knowledge and ability were indifputable for 
the purpofe of his cure. Mr. Byng faid, he 
would not enter into the reafons why other 
i?efpe£l:able portions of the People of this 
Country )iad not joined in the Petitions for 
Reform, with thofe who had expreffed their 
fentiments to the Houfe on the neceflJty of that 
meafure; but he would give a ftrong. reafon 
why the Petition he had that day the honour 
of prefenting to the Houfe, was, in his mind. 



C 655 3 

well founded, as he trufted it would be in the 
minds of all who heard him, when he dated itf 
The inhabitants of Tower Hamlet, whofe Pe- 
tition he alluded to, paid no lefs than 34,000!. 
of the Land Tax ; the whole County of Corn- 
wall paid a fmallcr fum by ijoool.— The County 
of Cornwall fent forty-four Members to Parlia- 
ment ; the Tower Hamlet fent not one. This was 
fo ftriking a defeA in the Reprefentation of this 
Country, that to multiply inftances after fuch 
a one, would, in his opinion, be quite unne- 
ceflary ; he would not therefore occupy more 
of the time of the Houfe upon this fubjed, but 
content himfelf with giving the Refolutions 
moved for, his hearty affent. 

Lord Mulgravc fpoke a confiderable time 
againft the Motion, but in a tone more than 
ufually low. All we could colled from him 
was, that as every precaution that could be 
taken to prevent corruption and undue in- 
fluence had been already taken, the meafures 
now luggefted feemed to him totally ufclefs.-— 
Men muft reform human nature itfelf, before 
they indulge the vifionary^lancies of framing 
a perfed Conftitution ; a Conftitution entirely 
free from fault. The People who have finiftcr 
views in Voting for two Members of Parlia- 
ment, will not grow hoheft on a fudden, on 
finding that they have three to Vote for ; and 
with refped to the fears that Gentlemen feemed 
^o feci for the refenttpent of the Petitioners, 
T t 3 if 
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if their Petitions Ihould be totally rejeclcd, he 
could only fay, that to give way to imaginary 
grievances but one-ftep, would be to confirm 
the evil, intended only to be palliated. No, 
to temporize in this cafe, would be to run into 
the very danger meant to be avoided. As an 
honed independent Member of Parliament, he 
jTluft reprobate fuch timid compromifing. Give 
them but a little, fay Gentlemen, and they 
will be the lefs diffatisfied at not obtaining the 
whole- No, if it is not really thought that 
even that little would be beneficial, that little 
ought to be refufed. The Reprefentatives of 
the People are not fent to Parliament to hu- 
mour their prejudices, they are fent to guard 
their real interefts, and provide for their 
welfare, neither the one or the other of thefe 
great objects, could, in his Lordfliip’s opinion, 
be attained by the prefent application, and he 
therefore gave it his negative. 

Lofd North defired the Refolutions to be 
read, which being done, his Lordfhip faid, 
that he had given Ae greateft attention to every 
thing that had falKn from the Gentlemen who 
were Friends to the Motion, and particularly 
to the apprehenfions which the molt fanguine 
6f its- favourers (Mr. William Pitt and Mr. 
Thomas Pitt) had entertained, on entering 
upon the very nice operation, to which the 
Kefolutions were preparatory. In the whole 
pourfe of his Parliamentary engagements, he 
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iiad never liftened with fo much care to any 
Speech that had been made by ^any Member, 
as he had to the one made by the Right 
Honourable Mover, and he muft do that Gen- 
tleman the juftice to fay, that he had never in 
his life been better paid for his attention. The 
candour, the moderation, the ingenuity, and 
eloquence difplayed by that Gentleman, were 
fuch, as did honour to the illuftrious Body of 
which he formed fo very diftinguiflied a por- 
tion. But the Gentleman had prefaced his 
Motion with expreffing the dread he felt in 
touching fo venerable a fubje^l: as the Confti« 
tution, though for the very exprefs purpofe of 
amending it. That expreffion was the ex- 
preffion of found fenfe. The attempt was of 
the niceft and moil delicate nature that the 
mind of man could poffibly conceive. It was 
to tamper with that Fabric which for ages had 
ftood the boatt of Britons, and the admiration 
and envy of all the world befides. And on 
what ground ! Ought not an Englifliman, who 
was bleffed with fuch a pre-eminent Form of 
Government, to paufe a moment, and to aik 
himfelf, ere he ventured to innovate upon fuch 
a Form, on what grounds he was going to pro- 
ceed in fo awful an undertaking. And when 
he had alked himfelf that, and reflefted on 
what he was about to do, would any man in 
his fenfes, fay, that aught but frenzy could 
cxcufe fuch a perfon from laying violent hands 
T t 4 upon 
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i»pon the Conftitution, with no other founda 
tion for his conduct, than the mere fancy of 
its being difordcred, independent of any folid 
evidence of diftemper. Had the Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman who made the Motion, 
laid down any proof of the difordcr intended 
to be remedied ? He had not ; neither had any 
of thofc who fupported it. Much declamatit)n 
indeed had been made ufe of both by him and 
them, grounded on evils which no one of them 
jCOuld deplore more than he did. But thefe evils, 
thefe misfortunes, thefe calamities, were as little 
imputable to any defect in theConftitution,as the 
earthquake of l.ifbon was to the Government of 
that Country. Much had been faid of the Ameri- 
can War, and of the caufes of it : as to himfelf 
he was free to acknowledge at all times tlie 
hand which he had in that War. [^Here thre 
■ was a cry of hear bim.'\ By the cry of hear 
him, which I notice, fsud bis Lordfliip, from 
the other fide of the Houfc, Gentlemen feens 
to think 1 am going to make apology or con- 
feflion — they were never more miflaken. i.et 
guilt confefs and apologize. I know none. — 
But I will be ready at all times to vindicate 
my conduct whenever Gentlemen (hall think 
fit to attack it. An Honourable Member near 
me (Mr. T. Pitt) has faid that the Conftitution 
is unfuund, rocldng to and fro like a weather- 
cock with every blaft of wind, for want of 
Ib^ething to keep it fteady ; he deferibes the 

Crown, 
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Crown, by virtue of its great influence, as 
keeping a wicked Miniftry in their oflices, con- 
trary to the fenfe of the People; and he 
defcribes the fame powerful Crown as itfelf 
incroachcd on, ftripped of its influence, and 
led into captivity. How the Honourable &en^ 
tleman can reconcile two fuch jarring defcrip^ 
tions, it is not in my power to conceive ; but 
this I know, that they may neither of them be 
true, though very probably they may both of 
them be falfc. To remedy thefe fuppofed 
grievances, one hundred Knights are demanded 
in addition to the County Members ; but 
I fay, as I truft the majority will fay, No— • 

pot fifty*’ — What ! not fifty ? No — not one.** 

I muft fee better grounds for the demand be- 
fore I can venture my compliance with it. But 
then, as the Favourers of this mcafurc cs^nnot 
adduce any folid reafons in fupport of their 
wiChes, they are fruitful in imaginary ones : 
the American War, with all its horrors and 
misfortunes, are pathetically dreffed up, and 
laid at the door of a worn-out, battered, and 
enfeebled Conftitution. The American War, 
was, as they fuggeft, the War of the Crown, 
contrary to the wiflies of the People. I deny 
it. It was the War of Parliament, there was 
pot a ftep taken in it that had not the fanftion 
of Parliament. It was the War of the People ; 
nor did it ever ceafe to be popular, until ^ 
feries of the mod unparalleled difafters and 

calamities, 
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calamities, caufed the People, wearied out with 
almoft uninterrupted ill fuccefs and misfortune, 
to call out as loudly for Peace as they had 
formerly done for War. Had the Conllitu- 
tion been fo difordered as the Reformers 
sfould perfiiade us that it is, how comes it to 
that the voice of the People prevailed 
the influence of the Crown. This 
is a recent tranfaftion. The policy of difeon- 
tinuing the War I lhall not now fpeak of, but 
that the Hpufc of Commons direfted the mea- 
gre, no one can deny ; of courfe, the influence 
of the Crown, if ever it had been prevalent, 
was then no more. Has it fince that period 
broke beyond its bounds ? Has it threatened 
any abufe of the Conftitution, which could 
excite thofe jealoufies and fears, which Gen- 
tlemen affeft to imagine, prevail among the 
People ? — -Not a tittle of any fuch grounds do I 
perceive, either in the Petition ^hich had been 
prefented, or in the arguments that have been 
ufed in fupport of thefe Petitions ; but what is 
the weight of the Petitions themfelyes ? Let us 
examine the matter. It was ufed as an argu- 
ment for delaying the confideration of fhis 
bufinefs, when the Right Honourable Gentle- 
man who now moves it, fir^ brought it for- 
ward laft year, that it were better not to take it 
up too fuddenly, but tq give the People time to 
refled on it, and in the interim, between that 




n 66i 3 

might be more clearly collefted. What has bean 
the refult ? After many months given to the 
People to ponder well upon their grievances, if 
any they really had, in relpeci: to the infuifii^ 
ciency of Reprefentation, only fourteen out of 
fifty-two Counties have prefented Petitions on 
this account. And how are thefe Petition^ 
figned ? by infinitely the minority of ea^ 
County. Here is, among others, a Petition 
from the County of Somerfet, a County which 
1 know well, and know in general to be averie 
to this pretended Reform. Indeed there caui- 
not be a ftronger proof of this difpofition, than 
the very few names, which out of fuch a nunv. 
bcr of qualified People as that County con>- 
tains, appear as fignatures to the Petition — only 
fix hundred 1— I'here is another Petition, thp 
Suffer one — figned only by the Sheriff! Here 
is Reprefentation with a witnefs. The whole 
County of Suflex reprefented by their Sheriff I 
In a word, of fo many millions of inhabitantji 
as England and Wales contain, there are no 
more than about 2 o,ooq People, and what 
in general thefe twenty thoufand arc, fGod 
alone knows) who have found fault with the Re- 
prefentation of the Country, Among thefe dif- 
con tented People the Petitioners of one ( punty, 

I mean Yorkffiire, may perhaps be a majority q( 
the Freeholders pf that County. But it is nqt 
the mere paucity of the fubferibers, thouglx 
that alone ought to forbid you to attempt ii>- 
poyations to gratify their whims, at the ex- 

pcncc 
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pence of the more fenfible feelings of the vaft 
majority of the Nation, who, by their lilence 
on this occafion, fhew their perfeft content* 
meiit with the prefent form of Government. 
It is not on this paucity alone, that I would 
hzve the Houfe to ground their rejeflion of 
the Petitions. To that confideration I would 
iidd the manner in which thefe Petitions have 
liccn obtained. They have been obtained, not 
from the Public in general, but from the pre- 
judiced part of that Public. The Aflizes are 
J^dd twice every year. The SeflSons four times, 
©n allof thefe occafions, the Inhabitants of each 
County may be faid to meet in that moft fair 
and moft indiferiminate manner, in which it 
may in candour be fuppofed the real fenfe 
bf the mafs of the People might be beft col- 
l^ifted, if the real fenfe was intended to be col- 
lected. Was this the manner in which the 
Petitions were founded? Was it in this faireft 
bf all fair modes that the fenfe of the Public 
'Was taken ? No ! County Meetings, as they 
‘ate called, were had — projectors, with fet 
Speeches, and ready framedPetitions, were there 
prepared to meet a number of prejudiced Peo- 
ple, who came invited to fign that which was 
feady for their lignature. The queftion was 
‘begged, or borrowed, or ftole, hofpitably to 
Accommodate the craving appetites of fuch 
“'ioming guefts. Thofe who liked neither the in- 
vitation or the fare, very prudently remained at 

their 
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their own homes ; and the queftion in Ihort^ 
now is, to whom we are to pay refpeft ? The 
few Reformers, or the multitude of Contents ? 
Can this be a ferious queftion ? (There was a 
great cry of hear hint) I perpeive it cannott 
1 lhall not dwell upon a matter which this voice 
of the Houfe declares it to be unneceflary that 
I fhould dwell on : But I would intreat theiu 
indulgence while I fay a word or two in an^ 
fwer to fome infinuations that afted 
perfonally \ not that I would prefume to take 
up the time of the Houfe on any matter th?^ 
concerned my mere felf j but as I conceive ft; 
will afford a further argument againft the me$|- 
fure we are now preffed to adopts 1 am th^ 
more encouraged to hope this favour*— Inde<^» 
faid his Lordfiiip, cafting his eyes towards the 
clock, I fear I have already troubled the Houfk 
too long, and that they feel the misfortune of 
my being unable to fee the motions of yon 
monitor 5 but (^here the whole Floufc loudly 
requefted him to proceed) well, Mr. Speaker 
continued his Lordiiiip, tlic matter to which 
I allude, is the infinuation thrown out refp>ed>> 
ing bad Minifters being continued in ollicqt 
againft the voice of the People, by the over- 
ruling influence of the Crown. This is ncit 
a random krokc — from the quarter from whenqu 
it came, the direclion may be known — I witt 
not affed to think it is not levelled at me.-^ 
But, multum abludit Imago— I truft the caa- 
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did athd difcerning part of the Houfe, wilt (ti 
that the attack is moft unjuft. I was not, when 
I was honoured with bfHce, a Minifter of 
Chance, or a Creature of whom Parliament 
had ndt experience : I was found among you 
Uehexi I was fo honoured : I had been long 
haiown to you. In confequence, I obtained 
yout fuppott j when that fupport was with- 
drawn ; I ceafed to be a Minifter : I was the 
Creattire of Parliament in my rife ; when I fell, 
I' vP^as its viAim. Does this fhew the undue 
influence of the Crown, or is it not, on the 
contrary, the fttongeft: proof that can be given 
of ‘ the potent efEtacy of the Public voice ? If 
then, that voice is fo powerful as to remove 
■whiteVet* may be difpleafing to the opinions of 
the Country ; what need is there of this paraded 
Reformation ? There is a Bill now printed for 
the ufe of the Houfe, to relnedy every grievance 
in point of expence and bribery at Elections, 
to which the Refolution at prefent moved for 
goes ; and on that ground alone, I would think 
myfelf juftified ih negativing the motion ; but 
when to this confideration is added,- the want 
of any proof of diforder in' this glorious fabricy 
as the' Right Honourable Mover juftly ftiled 
our Conftitution. When a remedy is fought 
for a difeafe, I know not what ; when the puny 
yoice of a few difeontented People breaks in 
tipdn the tranquillity and reverend filence of 
the vaft and fatisfied multitude; when even 

the 
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the difcontcnted themfelves are at variaticd 
with refpeft to the nature of their grievances, 
and the modes of their redrefs ; when (I fay/ 
all thefe things are confidered, a doubt cannot^ 
remain for a moment on my mind, of the weak- 
nefs of giving way to this froward humour | 
this fpirit of projection ; they but little know! 
mankind, who imagine that a fmall indulgence 
will not induce a preffure for greater. Princii* 
piis obfta — Let us a<fl like men. We afe noti 
the Deputies, but the Reprefentatives of»thc‘ 
the People : We arc not to refer to them be* 
fore we determine : We ft and here as they 
would ftand ; to ufe our own difcretion with- 
out feeking any other guidance under Heaven* 
In a word, as no defect in the Conftitution has 
been proved, as we have heard nothing but 
declamation and furmife to warrant fo awful 
and fo very important a meafurc as an innova- 
tion on the form of that venerable Palladium^ 
which ages have fanAified down to us, let us, 
again let me conjure you, aft like Men, and 
like Britons, and rejeft — what to adopt muft; 
inevitably lead to ruin. I have freely given 
you my thoughts; it remains that I perfcA 
my duty- The beft way of getting rid oi this 
deftruftlve Refolution, was certainly the 
lion for the order of the day. And that Mo- 
tion has moft cordially my wifties. " 

Mr. T. Pitt rofe to explain. The Noble 
Lord who fpoke laft, had fuppofed that he had 

faid 
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£u4 that the Crown was incroachihg tipoh the 
Rights of the People ; at the fame time that 
the Cro^n was itfelf made captive by the 
Power of the Commons* This was an abfur- 
dsty which he could not by any means be 
guilty of. What he faid was in the memory 
of the Houfe ; but the Noble Lord was fond 
of reconciling contradictions, and had raifed 
one probably to Ihew his ingenuity. 

Mr. Bfeaufoy faid, that after the great dif- 
play of ability and talents, which he had been 
Witnefs to in the courfe of the night’s debate, 
he rofe -ninth much diffidence to exprefs his 
fenliments upon the prefent important fubjeft, 
andihould require the more than candour of 
the Houfe : He (hould require their generofity. 
The only argument of the appearance of any 
force which had been ufed againft the Motion, 
was, that the Refolution it fought to obtain 
was pregnant with innovation, and of courfe 
with deftrudlion ; but did that necelTarily 
follow ? By no means. — ^If innovation were to 
have neceffarily fuch a confequence, our free- 
dom would not be in exiftence a day. So far 
from innovation producing fatality to the 
Cohftitution, it had made what had been fo 
fre<^chtly and fo properly ftiled, during the 
cotirfe df the deb^kte, the Conftitution, glorious 
as it was. Was there any criterion at which 
the Cottltitution was fo fixed, that no Reform 
cotdd kencefotward ever take place with re- 
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regard to it, without fubjefting it to the ruin 
now prophecied concerning the prefent attempt 
to invigorate it ?-*-!£ there was, would it not 
have been- found fenfe, and what, in fair rea* 
Toning, might have been expefted, that fucK 
criterion be pointed out^ No fuch criterion 
ever occurred to him in all his reading or cx* 
perience. On the contrary, innovations atid 
thofe of the moft falutary confequenc^s, crowd** 
ed the pages of our hiftory. In this place Mr# 
Beaufoy entered into an hiftoric detail of ttie 
principal changes which the ^lonftitution had 
undergone fince the days of Edward the Firft^ 
down to the prefent times, and after difpjaying 
a great deal of knowledge in the Hiftory of His . 
Country, applied it with great happinefs to. the 
queftion moved by Mr. Pitt, which he con- 
cluded a Speech of confiderable length and 
much elegance with his entire affent to. 

Mr. Secretary Fox rofe and remarked to the 
Houfe, that he made no d^mbt there were fome 
perfons prefent who would attribute what he 
faid on one lide to lukewarmnefs, and not to 
any zeal ; however, regardlefs of their cenfurc, 
he would freely deliver his fentiments, and 
alTure the Houfe that he moft heartily con-*, 
curred with the Right Honourable Gentlcma% 
who made the Motion, that the Conftitutiofii 
required fome Reform, and fo far trom its being , 
abfurd to make any innovation on it, he was 
certain that the natpre of our Conftitution re** 
quired innovation and renovation^ for the 

Voi.* IL XJ u beauty 
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fcifsttlty of the Conftitution did not confift as 
?Dme people imagined, in theory but in the 
praAice. . The theory was in its nature found 
by experience to be abfurd in feveral parts, for, 
as it was compofed of three States — King, Lords, 
land Commons, it was abfurd to think that 
one mail ihould have an equal power to the 
whole multitude; therefore, in that praftical 
l^art, that power was wifely curtailed, and not 
left in the breaft of one man, but in a Govern- 
ment confifting of feveral Minifters. The 
Right Honourable Secretary faid much had 
httn mentioned relative to the feortening the 
dotation of Parliament, and fome perfons 
attributed all our C2damitics to the want of 
fhort Parliaments ; he had looked into hiftory, 
and found that when Parliaments were more 


frequent, the Nation was more brilliant and 
fuccefsful ; he had alfo obferved, that for a 
period of many years fince the paiGng of the 
Septennial Bill, the Nation has been at the 
pinnacle of its glory, therefore he could infer 
hothing from that, nor did he in faA fee that 
material either way. The Noble Lord, in 
talking of the American War, had faid it was 

e ar in the beginning, that it had been 
^ i agreeable ^to the wilhes of the People 
'^nd carried on by their confent, until it proved 
uftfuccefeful, when a flop was put to it, he 
differed with him; for although it had un- 
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than it was ended ; and there he faw the defeS 
of the Houle of Commons ; it did not Ipeak 
the wifties of the People quick enough* He 
begged leave to revert to the two hypothefes 
mentioned by Mr. T. Pitt, wherein he (aid the 
defpotifm of the Crown had continued a Mi« 
nifter in power againft the wifhes of the 
pie ; and the Republicanifm of the People, had| 
in grafping for power, taken the Crown cap- 
tive, and robbed it of its prerogative. Cer- 
tainly in the courfe of two years, fomething 
like that had happened, but he denied that in 
all the contentions he had held, and th^ 
fyftematic Oppofition (as it had been called) 
that he gave to the Noble Lord, that ever h« 
ftruggled for power. 

With refpeft to what the Noble Lord had 
faid, that by adding more Knights for tlm 
Counties, the landed would overmatch tl« 
commercial intereft. He could by no means 
fee that to be the fa<5i:,.for commerce now had 
fpread itfelf fo univerfaMy, the landed and the 
commercial interefts were infeparablej there- 
fore he was not afraid from any harm in that 
quarter ; nor did he fear much from the Arifto- 
cracy that would be occafioned : For although 
the motion went to a Refolution to add more 
Members to the Counties and Capital, it by na 
means confined Qentlemen from making any 
wife regulations in the Bill that would be 
brought in, if the motion was carried; and really 
he fhould not probably be iqr adding them all 
U u 2 to 
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to the Counties and Capital, but (hould be j 
feme to the large Towns of Birmingha 
Manchefter, &c. in order to make the Rep 
fentation more equal. 

' He next touched on the offer of Mr. T. Pi 
to give up his Borough of Old Sarum : It h 
a ’great found, he faid ; but in all thofe fi 
fiouri&es which Gentlemen take, the Hoi 
Ihould confider well the nature of the proj 
fal : The Honourable Gentleman had ma 
an offer that he knew could not be accepts 
therefore the merit was not fo great as it i 
peared. There were many perfons who wc 
againR the motion, becaufe it was an inno'i 
tion ; yet they were perfectly agreeable 
innovations ; they were not againft what v 
almoft a new dodrinc, at leaft it was for nc 
an hundred years, he meant an interpofition 
other Houfe with refpecl to Money Bill 
there, merely for the fpirit of oppofition, p< 
fons attempted to meddle with what they v/c 
.totally ignorant of, as was plainly to be fe 
by their conduA. There one Noble Lo 
argued, about Lottery Tickets, in a mann 
that could not help being ridiculed, anoth 
Noble Lord attempted to prove that borrow 
4ng Money leflened a debt ; in fact, it muft 
the cafe, where perfons officioufly meddle wi 
what does not concern them, and talk of thin, 
in a place where they have no right. 

The Right Honourable Secretary entered in 
a ftrohg vindication of the Yorkibire and oth 

Committe< 
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Committees, from the fneer that had been caft 
on them by Mr. Fowls, for the Ipeculative 
points they had thrown out. He wiflied the 
Houfe to recollect, that Sydney, Locke, &c* 
writing on the Conftitution, had fpeculated far 
beyond what was pra^icable, yet much good 
refulted from their fpcculations. and they were 
great helps to practical beauty which 'we 'fiS 
much boailed of. He would not run into along 
hiftory of a crooked leg, in which the^'Gentle-^ 
man finiftied lamely, and compare the CcmlHtu- 
tion of the Country to that of an individual ; 
it was exactly the fame; it was to be fed, it 
was to be nouriftied, it was to exift by nutri- 
ment, and would undoubtedly be liable to dif- 
orders. Suppofe the patient had a fever and 
was to call for water, > the phylician would ndt 
be bound to comply with his requeft; bttt; 
would mix up fomething that would noUrilh, 
that would be moid, and that would quench, 
the third, and not to have the evil tendency 
that water would ; fo it was the duty of that 
Houfe to adminider for the relief c>f the Con- 
ditutioft, not exaedy as called for by the wild 
extravagant do61rinc of letting every man Who 
was not a felon or a medmart vote, but by taking 
fome wife falutary deps^ that would redrefs tJie 
grievances complained of. 

The Right Hon^^urable Secretary entered very 
fully into the nature of the 'Conditution, ex- 
pre&d himfelf a warrn friend for a Reform, 
faying mankind were made for themfclvcs, not 

fvr 
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for others ; and that was the beft Government 
where the People had the greateft Ihare in it. He 
could have v/iflied, he faid, that a Con'mittec 
had been appointed flmilar to that moved for 
laft year, as he did not think the prefent mo- 
tion would go far enough ; but as he was con^ 
fident it would be an amendment, he ihould 
give it his hearty fupport. 

Sir C. Turner laid, he was certainly for a 
Reform j he was furc one was wanted, and he 
could have wiftied for a Committee to have 
been appointed in preference. He fliould vote 
for the prefent motion. He faid the Noble 
f^rd was wrong to mention, that neither the 
Towns of Leeds, Wakelield, or Halifax, had 
petitioned, they had all ligned the County 
Petition. He was againft an Ariftocracy, 
though he faid when a man was made a Peer, 
he looked upon him as out of ParliarAcnt and 
of no ufe, only a kind of lumber, fie’ paid 
tnany compliments to the abilities of Mr. 
Beaufoy ; after which. 

The Lord Advocate rofe, and ftated, that 
laft year he was againft going into a Com- 
mittee, becaufe there was no fpccific motion 
made, now he was for the motion becaufe he 
thought it a good one ; he always approved 
of County Members in particular, they were 
looked upon as the moft hoi^pft, and the leaft 
liable to be corrupted, and therefore he gave 
, it his hearty affent. 

The Earl of Surrey faid, he could have 
wiflxed that a Committee had been appointed 

in 
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in preference to the motion before the Ilonfe ; 
but as he had only his choice left ^ voting for 
the motion, or for the order oj^he day, he 
certainly fhould give the preference to the 
Right Honourable Gentleman’s motion ; and 
he hoped the public would not ftop at that 
partial Reform, but perfevere. 

Mr. Sheridan fpoke in favour of the motion, 
and wifhed that it had gone to fliortening the 
duration of Parliaments. 

Mr. Rigby fpoke violently againft the mo- 
tion, ridiculed the Petitions, faid they were 
but few, and obtained by partial means of a 
few perfons calling on the Sheriff for a County 
Meeting; at that Meeting none but friends 
were invited, and after the Petition was agreed 
on, they formed themfelves into bodies, and 
called themfelves a Quintuple Alliance, or 
fome other foolifli ridiculous name : he- was 
himfelf, he faid, a Burgefs, and fo was the 
Mover of the Queflion ; and it was his opinion, 
that Burgefles were full as refpecTiable as County 
Members: He never would agree to any in- 
novation or addition to |:‘he prefent number 
of the Commons, and declared that he would 
fooner fee another Member added for Old 
Saruiii, w'here there is but one houfe, than 
another Member added to the City of London, 
which had enough already. 

Mr. Mansfield fpoke againft the motion on 
exactly the grounds of Lord North, and won- 
dered much, at the converfion of the Lord 
Advocate. hir . 
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Mr. Maftiniupported the motion, yet he did 
not think ij^ was going far enough ; he was 
for a fimilar|.niotion to that of laft year. Lord 
North and Mr. Rigby, he faid, were much 
better companions at a table than they were in 
that Soufe ; but as the Noble Lord was going 
to the other Houfe, he wiflied him well in 
private life, but thought he was the chief caufe 
of our misfortunes. 

Sir W. Dolben faid, he was forry to be 
obliged to vote againll the motion, biit as he 
iVas a warm fupporter of the original motion 
laft year, fo he would have been now for the 
ilime motion ; therefore could wifli Mr. Pitt 
vlrould withdraw his prefent, that he might, 
another day, make the original one for a Com- 
mittee V and he had no doubt but he would 
'meet with a good fupport. 

Mr. W. Pitt, in a long and able Speech, took 
notice of the dilFerent objections, that had 
been made to the motion, remarked to the 
Noufe, that laft year the chief complaint was, 
that he had made no fpecific queftion — and 
this year, when a fpecific queftion was made, 
and fuch as he thought the leaft objectionable, 
the cry was. Why don’t you vote for a Com- 
mittee. He plainly faw .he had fo much to 
combat that he could not hope for fuccefs, but 
would perfevefe in his motion, and take the 
fenfe of the Houfe upon it. He was extremely 
pointed at the manner in which Mr. Rigby 
treated the queftion, and concluded with de- 
claring. 
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daring, that he thought he in gratitude 
bound to return his thanks to the Right Hon« 
Secretary Fox, for his able, fpiriied, judicious^ 
and generous fupport. 

Mr. Rigby infified, agreeable to the rules of 
the Houfe, he had no right to reply, and was 
entering into a long remark himfelf of what 
had pafifed, when he was called to order by 

The Marquis of Graham, who infiftcd that 
Mr. Pitt had a right to fpeak, as there had 
been another motion made (the order of the 
day) fince he fpoke firft. 

Mr. Rigby acknowledged the Noble Mar-f 
quis was right, and was proceeding further, 
when the univerfal cry of the queftion was fo 
loud from all parts, that he was obliged to 
leave off, and about half paft two o'clock the . 
Houfe divided on the queftion for the order of 
the day, when there appeared. 

Ayes 293,noes 149 ; — majority 144. Mem- 
bers prefent including the four Tellers and 
Speaker, 

Upwards of 50 paired off, therefore it has 
been the fulleft Houfe known for many years« 


END of the SECOND VOLUME. 
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